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Are	you	visiting	Paris,	France	for	the	first	time	and	wondering	what	to	expect?	Planning	a	trip	to	Paris	might	be	overwhelming,	especially	if	you	only	have	a	few	days	and	want	to	make	the	most	of	it.	There	are	so	many	questions…	How	much	time	do	you	need	in	Paris?	What	to	see	and	how	to	plan	your	time?	Do	you	need	to	book	anything/everything	in
advance?	When	to	visit	and	how	to	avoid	the	biggest	crowds?	Where	to	stay?	…	In	this	guide,	you’ll	find	answers	to	these	and	other	questions	that	you	will	want	to	know	when	traveling	to	Paris	for	the	first	time.	From	when	to	visit,	for	how	long,	and	where	to	stay,	to	some	essential	travel	tips	that	will	save	you	time	and	money.	I	hope	that	our
experience-based	tips	will	not	only	help	you	plan	your	trip	to	Paris	but	will	also	help	to	avoid	disappointment	and	have	a	more	memorable	travel	experience.	Take	a	look!	TIP:	If	you	are	wondering	where	to	stay	in	Paris,	we	recommend	the	area	around	the	Paris	Opera.	It’s	super	central	and	convenient	for	sightseeing,	plus,	it	feels	truly	Parisian	and
has	lots	of	good	restaurants.	We	stayed	at	the	highly-rated	Leonardo	Boutique	Hotel	Paris	Opera,	and	the	price/quality/location	ratio	was	great.	These	are	our	travel	tips	for	visiting	Paris:	One	of	the	most	important	tips	I	can	give	you	when	planning	a	visit	to	Paris	is	to	do	your	homework	and	prepare	(an	approximate)	itinerary.	Unless	you	have	more
than	a	week	in	the	city,	planning	in	advance	is	really	the	only	way	to	make	sure	that	you	see	everything	you	want	to.	Doing	at	least	some	research	will	also	allow	you	to	make	the	most	of	your	time	in	Paris	and	save	the	unnecessary	stress	and	queuing.	For	example,	while	many	of	the	popular	landmarks	are	open	daily,	some	others	have	at	least	one
closing	day	per	week.	Furthermore,	many	places	work	with	timed-entry	tickets	or	simply	skip-the-line	tickets	and	they	always	get	priority	over	the	regular	queue.	Even	the	recently	reopened	Notre-Damme	Cathedral	which	has	a	possibility	to	reserve	your	entry	in	advance	(it’s	free	and	it	will	save	you	time).	Some	other	sites	cap	the	number	of	daily
visitors	and	there’s	a	good	chance	that	you	won’t	be	able	to	visit	if	you	didn’t	book	in	advance	(a	good	example	is	Paris	Catacombs).	The	same	counts	for	the	most	popular	cabaret	shows	(such	as	Moulin	Rouge)	which	often	sell	out	weeks	in	advance.	So	do	your	research	in	advance	and	be	sure	to	book	tickets	for	those	landmarks	and	experiences	that
you	absolutely	don’t	want	to	miss!	TIP:	Indicate	the	places	that	you	want	to	see	on	a	map	and	try	to	see	how	you	can	group	some	of	the	landmarks	and	visit	them	on	the	same	day.	That	way	you	save	time	and	also	avoid	unnecessary	commutes.	Here	are	the	top	5	Paris	experiences	that	are	best	reserved	in	advance:	Good	to	know:	We	highly	recommend
booking	tickets/tours	for	Paris	via	GetYourGuide.	This	is	the	best	one-stop-shop	for	all	tickets	and	tours	and	we	use	it	on	all	our	trips	(not	just	in	Europe).	It’s	so	much	simpler	than	having	to	create	multiple	accounts	on	different	websites	(some	Paris	landmarks	really	make	it	unnecessarily	complicated	for	tourists),	and	you	have	free	cancelation	on
almost	all	tickets.	We	also	love	insider	tours	by	TakeWalks.	They	always	explore	deeper	and	offer	something	unique	(we	have	been	on	their	tours	in	Paris,	but	also	in	several	other	places	in	Italian	cities,	Seville,	Barcelona,	etc.	and	they	are	always	excellent).	READ	ALSO:	Paris	in	4	Days	&	Paris	in	1	Day	We	bought	almost	all	our	tickets	and	tours	for
Paris	via	GetYourGuide.	This	is	the	flag	of	our	tour	guide	in	the	Palace	of	Versailles	(excellent	tour,	btw).	A	good	way	to	save	some	money	when	visiting	some	of	the	best-known	museums	and	landmarks	in	Paris	is	to	buy	a	multi-day	Paris	Museum	Pass.	Not	only	it	includes	free	entry	to	many	of	the	most	popular	tourist	attractions	in	Paris,	but	it	also
grants	you	skip-the-line	entrance	to	most	of	them.	Just	as	with	all	city	passes,	Paris	Museum	Pass	makes	the	most	sense	if	you	get	it	for	a	longer	duration.	If	you	are	staying	in	Paris	for	6	days,	it’s	a	great	investment	that	will	pay	off	in	no	time.	But	even	if	you	get	it	for	2-4	days,	it	can	really	pay	off,	depending	on	how	you	plan	your	itinerary.	A	few
things	to	keep	in	mind.	You’ll	have	to	pick	up	your	pass	and	its	duration	starts	to	count	on	the	day	when	you	use	it	(so	its	validity	is	per	calendar	day	and	not	per	24hrs).	And	you	will	still	have	to	reserve	timed	entry	at	some	places	like	the	Louvre,	Sainte-Chapelle,	etc.	Good	to	know:	Public	museums	in	Paris	offer	FREE	entrance	for	kids	under	18	years
old,	and	for	EU	citizens	under	26	years	old.	For	attractions	that	work	with	timed	entry,	you	will	still	have	to	book	a	(free)	timed	ticket.	READ	ALSO:	Top	Museums	to	Visit	in	Paris	Sainte-Chapelle	is	not	to	be	missed	in	Paris!	Paris	is	one	of	the	most-visited	cities	in	Europe,	so	there	will	always	be	tourists	around.	However,	there	is	a	huge	difference
between	visiting	Paris	on	a	weekend	in	June	or	on	a	weekday	in	February…	Of	course,	it’s	not	always	possible	to	adjust	your	travel	itinerary	completely.	But	if	you	can	plan	your	trip	outside	the	school	holidays	and	long	weekends,	you	will	have	a	much	better	experience.	As	a	minimum,	try	to	avoid	the	weekends	around	the	most	popular	holidays.	The
summer	months	are	very	busy	in	Paris,	and	it’s	also	hot	–	not	ideal	for	sightseeing.	In	the	spring,	the	end	of	April,	and	particularly	May-June	can	be	very	busy.	Many	European	countries	have	school	holidays	and	city	trips	like	Paris	are	very	popular	at	this	time	of	the	year.	Some	of	the	busiest	times	in	the	spring	are	the	long	weekends	around	Easter,
Labor	Day	(May	1),	Ascension	Day,	and	Whit	Sunday	(Pentecost).	When	to	visit?	Paris	is	always	a	good	idea	and	each	season	has	something	special	to	offer.	That	being	said,	for	milder	temperatures	and	fewer	crowds,	visit	Paris	in	October	or	in	March-beginning	of	April	(just	not	at	Easter).	October	is	particularly	nice	with	autumn	foliage	and	not	too
many	people	around.	TIP:	If	you	can’t	change	your	plans,	see	if	you	can	adjust	your	schedule.	For	example,	visit	quieter	places	and	local	neighborhoods	on	the	busiest	days/times	and	visit	the	most	popular	sights	when	it’s	quieter.	READ	ALSO:	What	It’s	Like	to	Visit	Paris	in	October	Paris	is	beautiful	in	the	fall	(and	much	less	busy	than	in	the	summer).
Paris	has	lots	of	landmarks	and	they	are	located	all	over	the	city.	So	there	is	not	one	perfect	place	to	stay	for	sightseeing.	No	matter	where	you	stay,	you’ll	always	have	to	use	the	metro	and	you	will	be	walking	a	lot.	Still,	if	you	want	to	experience	Paris	to	the	fullest,	try	to	stay	in	a	neighborhood	that	is	somewhat	more	centrally	located	so	that	you	can
walk	to	some	of	the	most	popular	sights	in	15-20	minutes.	That	way,	you	won’t	have	to	take	a	metro	every	time	and	will	discover	some	hidden	gems	in	your	area.	Also,	make	sure	that	there	is	a	metro	station	nearby	so	that	you	don’t	have	to	walk	more	than	5	minutes	to	reach	a	metro.	Where	to	stay	when	visiting	Paris?	Depending	on	personal
experiences	and	expectations,	everyone	might	have	a	different	opinion	about	this.	Each	neighborhood	has	some	advantages	and	disadvantages.	After	many	trips	to	Paris	and	having	stayed	in	very	different	areas	on	each	of	them,	my	personal	favorite	is	the	(wide)	area	around	the	Opera.	Many	of	the	‘must-sees’	are	located	within	a	short	walking
distance	from	here	(15-20	minutes	to	many	sights),	there	are	good	metro	connections,	the	main	railway	stations	are	not	too	far	away,	and	there	are	lots	of	restaurants	for	all	budgets.	Most	businesses	in	this	area	seem	to	cater	to	locals	and	tourists	alike,	so	the	price/quality	ratio	is	excellent	and	the	service	is	very	good.	The	most	famous	department
stores	of	Paris	are	also	located	here,	and	the	area	also	boasts	many	entertainment	venues.	Where	we	stayed	in	this	area:	We	recently	stayed	at	Leonardo	Boutique	Hotel	Paris	Opera,	a	very	nice	and	recently	renovated	4*	hotel.	If	you	are	looking	for	good-value	accommodation	in	a	central	area	that	is	perfect	for	sightseeing,	shopping,	and	dining,	it’s	a
great	choice.	My	second	choice	for	a	nice	neighborhood	to	stay	in	Paris	would	be	the	Latin	Quarter,	the	area	between	Ile	de	La	Cite	and	Luxembourg	Gardens.	Hotel	Odeon	is	a	nice	mid-budget	option	here	and	there	are	many,	many	more.	We	also	really	enjoyed	our	stay	close	to	the	Champs-Elysées	years	ago,	but	hotels	and	restaurants	in	this	part	of
Paris	are	much	more	expensive.	Plus,	it’s	a	bit	outside	the	main	central	area	so	you’ll	have	to	take	a	metro	much	more	often.	But	if	you	are	looking	for	a	more	exclusive	or	romantic	place	to	stay	in	Paris,	this	is	the	place	to	be.	In	that	case,	check	out	Lord	Byron,	just	off	Champs-Elysées	(it’s	quieter	than	on	the	main	boulevard).	This	is	just	one	of	the
many	covered	passages	in	the	area	east	of	the	Opera.	We	discovered	them	when	walking	from	our	hotel	to	the	nearby	attractions.	We	loved	staying	in	this	area!	Paris	is	a	huge	city	that	supposedly	has	the	biggest	number	of	landmarks	compared	to	any	other	city	in	the	world.	All	these	landmarks	are	scattered	all	over	Paris,	which	means	that	the
distances	between	them	can	be	quite	big.	Of	course,	you	will	see	more	of	the	city	if	you	walk,	so	don’t	take	the	metro	every	time.	But	for	the	bigger	distances,	it	definitely	pays	off	to	take	the	metro.	It’s	the	cheapest	and	fastest	way	to	travel	around	Paris.	And	yes,	they	do	have	taxis,	Uber,	and	Bolt,	and	sometimes	it	makes	sense	to	use	them	too,
especially	if	you	are	with	2-4	people.	But	if	it’s	rush	hour	and	you	have	to	cover	a	bigger	distance	in	a	hurry,	the	metro	is	the	way	to	go.	Good	to	know:	Some	metro	stations	in	Paris	are	very	small	and	you	can	be	in	and	out	in	a	few	minutes.	But	many	others	are	huge,	with	kilometers	of	underground	tunnels	connecting	the	various	lines.	So	if	your
destination	is	less	than	3	metro	stops	away,	it’s	usually	faster	to	walk	than	take	a	metro.	TIP:	There	are	many	different	Paris	metro	tickets.	We	found	that	the	multi-day	tickets	were	not	worth	it.	But	you	can	get	multiple	tickets	and	it’s	cheaper	than	paying	for	each	trip	separately.	We	got	10	tickets	at	once	and	it	was	quite	a	bit	cheaper	than	buying
them	individually.	Our	experience:	In	5	days	in	Paris	with	two	of	us,	we	used	just	16	metro	tickets	(8	rides).	It	was	multiple	times	cheaper	to	just	get	single-ride	tickets	than	buying	a	5-day	pass.	It	really	pays	to	group	the	landmarks	you	plan	to	see	per	location	so	that	you	can	minimize	the	travel	times.	It	saves	you	lots	of	time	too.	We	always	buy
single-ride	metro	tickets	when	visiting	Paris.	Nowadays,	pretty	much	every	popular	landmark	in	Paris	has	an	airport-style	security	check	at	the	entrance.	Some	of	them	are	stricter	than	others,	but	it’s	best	to	be	prepared	for	that.	A	few	tips	to	make	it	a	seamless	experience:	Carry	as	little	as	possible.	Leave	all	the	sharp	items	in	your	hotel	room	(so	no
pocket	knives	or	small	nail	scissors).	Empty	your	pockets	before	you	get	checked	so	that	you	aren’t	holding	up	the	line.	The	entrance	of	Musee	d’Orsay.	Security	checks	is	one	of	the	reasons	why	the	lines	are	so	long	at	most	attractions.	Just	like	in	any	other	big	city,	you	should	always	be	alert	for	pickpockets.	But	Paris	is	also	known	for	lots	of	common
tourist	scams.	Be	very	careful	when	someone	distracts	your	attention	in	any	way	and	always	keep	your	belongings	on	you!	So	not	on	the	ground	(bag/purse)	or	on	the	table	(smartphone),	etc.	For	that,	it’s	best	to	carry	as	little	as	possible	and	hold	your	bag	in	such	a	way	that	you	don’t	have	to	put	it	down	for	any	reason.	A	backpack	looks	ideal,	but	for
various	reasons,	it’s	really	not	always	the	best	idea	to	carry	one	–	see	below.	The	area	around	the	Eiffel	Tower	is	very	popular	with	tourists,	but	also	with	scammers.	Nothing	to	worry	about,	but	be	alert.	While	a	backpack	seems	very	convenient	and	has	lots	of	advantages,	it’s	not	an	ideal	bag	for	sightseeing	in	Paris.	This	has	several	reasons.	First,
many	landmarks	and	museums	do	not	allow	(bigger)	backpacks	inside.	Some	places	do	provide	lockers	though.	Even	if	your	backpack	is	rather	small,	there	is	always	a	bigger	chance	that	they	won’t	let	you	take	it	inside	compared	to	a	purse	or	a	cross-body	bag.	Second,	a	backpack	is	also	an	easy	target	for	pickpockets	and	scammers.	And	third,	some
places	you	visit	(like	towers	with	spiral	staircases)	can	be	quite	narrow	and	a	backpack	might	make	it	a	bit	more	inconvenient.	If	you	want	to	pack	a	backpack,	be	sure	that	it’s	really	small.	In	busy	places,	carry	it	in	front	of	you	rather	than	on	your	back.	TIP:	We	recommend	small	(anti-theft)	cross-body	bags	instead.	Good	to	know:	It’s	not	just	bigger
backpacks	that	aren’t	allowed	in	some	places.	You	should	also	try	to	avoid	carrying	large	umbrellas	or	other	bulky	items	with	you.	Lockers	in	the	Louvre	Museum	are	free	to	use	(if	you	find	one	that’s	empty	and	actually	works).	So	–	at	least	here	you	can	leave	your	big	bags	and	coats,	etc.	But	this	is	not	the	case	everywhere	in	Paris.	There	is	SO	MUCH
to	see	and	do	in	Paris!	So	when	planning	your	Paris	itinerary,	foresee	some	extra	time	if	you	can!	Of	course,	you	can	just	visit	Paris	for	1-2	days,	but	you	will	only	have	time	for	the	most	famous	places	that	everyone	goes	to.	Even	if	you	just	add	a	day	or	two	extra,	you	will	be	able	to	explore	somewhat	deeper	(and	it’s	totally	worth	it!).	To	cover	all	the
musts	and	get	just	a	tiny	bit	off	the	beaten	path,	you	really	need	at	least	4	full	days	in	Paris	(and	you’ll	have	to	plan	well!).	With	that	time,	in	addition	to	main	sights	like	the	Eiffel	Tower,	the	Louvre,	or	Champs-Elysées,	try	to	visit	at	least	a	few	of	the	following	landmarks:	Paris	Pantheon,	Palais	Garnier	(Paris	Opera),	Paris	Catacombs,	or	Les	Invalides.
All	of	these,	except	for	the	Catacombs,	are	included	with	the	Paris	Museum	Pass.	While	not	unknown,	these	places	are	much	quieter	than	the	main	sights,	and	each	is	special	in	its	own	way.	A	visit	here	will	give	you	a	better	appreciation	of	how	diverse	Paris	is	and	how	much	it	has	to	offer.	If	anything,	it	will	inspire	you	to	stay	even	longer	and	explore
further.	And	if	you	do	indeed	stay	longer	and	have	more	time	to	explore	deeper,	we	have	some	more	recommendations	for	you	further	below!	Grand	Foyer	of	the	Paris	Opera.	I	can’t	believe	that	it	took	us	years	and	many	trips	to	Paris	to	finally	visit	inside.	It’s	mind-blowingly	beautiful!	While	Paris	has	countless	interesting	landmarks,	the	best	way	to
get	the	feeling	of	what	makes	this	fascinating	city	tick	is	to	get	a	bit	off	the	beaten	path	and	explore	deeper.	And	there	is	no	better	way	to	do	this	than	taking	a	tour	with	a	local	guide.	Where	to	go	and	what	kind	of	tour	to	choose,	depends	highly	on	your	preferences,	your	budget,	and	mostly	on	how	much	time	you	have.	There	are	so	many	amazing
tours	through	some	of	the	nicest	neighborhoods	of	Paris,	of	all	durations,	and	for	all	budgets,	so	you	should	always	be	able	to	find	something	that	suits	you.	TIP:	If	you	are	short	on	time,	check	out	bike	tours	(e-bike	tours	are	ideal).	They	cover	a	lot	of	ground	in	just	a	few	hours.	If	you	are	on	a	lower	budget	or	have	just	an	hour	or	two,	check	out	these
highly-rated	Paris	iconic	neighborhoods	tours	with	local	guides.	Alternatively,	there	are	lots	of	really	nice	self-guided	audio	tours	which	are	a	great	way	to	explore	on	your	own.	For	example,	we	did	this	self-guided	tour	of	the	Montmartre	area.	Despite	having	been	to	the	neighborhood	many	times	before,	we	discovered	quite	a	few	interesting	places
and	learned	the	stories	behind	them.	TIP:	If	you	have	more	time	and	are	looking	for	a	more	in-depth	experience,	then	consider	food	tours	(e.g.	food	tours	in	the	Montmartre	area,	the	Latin	Quarter,	Saint-Germain-de-Prés,	or	Le	Marais).	Not	only	do	they	take	you	to	some	local	neighborhoods	that	most	tourists	never	see,	but	you	also	get	to	know	the
city	through	its	food.	We	did	this	amazing	food	tour	in	Le	Marais	and	it	was	the	best	tour	we	did	in	Paris	recently	(and	we	did	quite	a	few	:)).	READ	ALSO:	Best	Things	to	Do	in	Montmartre	Montmartre	neighborhood.	There	are	thousands	of	accommodation	options	in	Paris,	so	no	matter	when	you	visit,	you	should	always	be	able	to	find	something
suitable.	Still,	if	you	are	looking	for	the	best	value/location,	then	it’s	best	to	book	in	advance.	If	you	take	a	refundable	rate,	you	can	always	check	if	there	is	something	better	available	last	minute	right	before	your	trip,	but	you	really	can’t	count	on	that.	On	the	other	hand,	quite	often,	non-refundable	rates	will	give	you	a	big	discount	which	can	be	hard
to	beat.	The	same	counts	for	restaurants	in	Paris	(only	here	you	can	–	usually	–	book	a	day	or	two	before).	Some	places	are	so	trendy	and	popular	with	the	locals	that	the	queues	are	really	long.	Whereas	many	other	restaurants	are	quite	empty	and	walk-ins	are	possible.	Good	to	know:	Sometimes	if	you	are	trying	to	reserve	last	minute,	a	popular
restaurant	might	not	take	reservations	anymore.	But	that	doesn’t	mean	you	can’t	dine	there.	Usually,	it	just	means	that	you	will	have	to	wait	longer	to	be	seated.	Every	restaurant	where	we	booked	also	allowed	walk-ins,	but	it	sure	felt	good	to	skip	the	line.	As	a	general	rule,	I’d	say	that	if	you	want	to	be	sure	to	dine	at	a	specific	restaurant	without
wasting	an	hour	in	line,	then	reserve	in	advance.	You’ll	have	plenty	of	better	things	to	do	with	your	time	in	Paris,	so	do	some	research	in	advance	and	save	yourself	the	wait!	The	lobby	of	our	hotel	in	Paris.	As	you	probably	already	know,	the	main	landmarks	in	cities	like	Paris	are	always	at	their	busiest	during	the	day	(+-	10	am	to	3-4	pm).	So	if	you
can,	try	to	visit	the	most	popular	landmarks	first	thing	in	the	morning	or	just	before	they	close.	Depending	on	the	place,	it	can	be	half	an	hour	before	the	closing	time	or	2-3	hours	to	allow	you	plenty	of	time	to	see	everything	you	want	to	see.	Of	course,	you	can’t	be	everywhere	at	the	quietest	time	(unless	you	have	a	few	weeks).	But	try	to	plan	your
itinerary	in	such	a	way	that	you	make	the	most	of	your	time.	For	example,	we	visited	the	Louvre	Museum	on	a	‘closing-time’	tour	and	it	was	indeed	quieter	(the	Louvre	is	never	quiet).	The	same	with	Versailles	Palace,	which	we	visited	in	the	afternoon.	We	went	to	Museum	d’Orsay	first	thing	in	the	morning	and	it	was	incomparably	quieter	during	the
first	hour.	Some	museums	in	Paris	have	one	night	per	week	when	they	stay	open	late;	it’s	usually	much	less	busy	at	that	time.	READ	ALSO:	Tips	&	Tricks	for	Visiting	the	Louvre	Museum	d’Orsay	Museum	was	quite	empty	first	thing	in	the	morning.	An	hour	later,	it	was	quite	busy,	even	on	a	weekday	in	the	shoulder	season.	It’s	not	just	the	crowds	(or
lack	thereof)	that	can	contribute	to	the	overall	experience,	but	also	the	light.	I	don’t	need	to	explain	that	everything	looks	so	much	prettier	in	the	perfect	light.	And	while	you	can’t	influence	nature	and	you	can	never	know	in	advance	what	you	get,	you	can	increase	your	chances	for	some	spectacular	views	by	being	at	the	right	places	at	the	most
optimal	times.	So	if	you	are	planning	on	visiting	some	of	the	nicest	viewpoints	in	Paris,	see	if	you	can	time	your	visit	and	be	there	about	30-45	minutes	before	sunset.	If	you	are	lucky	and	the	sky	is	beautiful,	it	will	make	your	visit	so	much	more	special.	And	if	it	turns	out	that	there	isn’t	much	of	a	nice	sunset	after	all,	you	still	didn’t	lose	anything.	READ
ALSO:	Travel	Photography:	Our	Top	Tips	for	Better	Travel	Photos	We	got	really	lucky	with	the	sunset	when	visiting	the	panoramic	terrace	of	Arc	de	Triomphe	recently.	Paris	is	not	just	the	City	of	Light,	but	it’s	also	a	very	windy	city.	There	are	lots	of	open	spaces	and	wide	boulevards,	and	also	many	towers	to	climb	and	viewpoints	that	you’ll	want	to
see.	So	prepare	for	it	to	be	windy	and	dress	accordingly.	Depending	on	the	season,	a	(light)	scarf	can	be	a	good	idea.	Also,	wear	several	layers	so	that	you	can	enjoy	the	experience	without	having	to	worry	about	feeling	too	cold	or	too	warm.	Even	in	the	summer,	you	may	want	to	take	a	light	sweater	with	you	since	it	can	be	much	colder	inside	the
museums	(A/C)	and	in	the	crypts	of	the	Pantheon	or	underground	tunnels	in	Paris	Catacombs,	etc.	It	is	often	quite	windy	on	top	of	the	Eiffel	Tower	and	sometimes	also	on	the	Seine	river	cruises.	Paris	Catacombs	are	a	series	of	underground	tunnels.	You’ll	need	a	sweater	here	at	any	time	of	the	year.	If	there	is	one	typically	Parisian	experience	that	you
really	should	consider,	it’s	a	cabaret	show.	Just	like	a	gondola	ride	in	Venice	or	a	flamenco	show	in	Seville,	a	cabaret	show	is	something	that	you	really	have	to	experience	when	visiting	Paris.	There	are	many	different	cabarets	in	Paris,	each	unique	in	its	own	way.	No	matter	which	one	you	choose,	it’s	an	experience	that	I	highly	recommend.	After	all,
how	often	are	you	going	to	be	in	Paris?	Give	it	a	try.	The	most	famous	of	them	all	is	the	iconic	Moulin	Rouge,	located	at	the	foot	of	Montmartre	hill.	It’s	also	the	most	expensive	of	all	cabaret	shows	in	Paris.	But	it’s	totally	worth	the	money!	(And	if	you	compare	it	with	the	best	shows	in	New	York	or	the	best	shows	in	Las	Vegas,	it’s	actually	an	amazing
value	for	the	money.)	Crazy	Horse	is	another	popular	option,	although	a	bit	more	‘daring’	and	there’s	a	bit	more	nudity.	This	is	something	you’ll	see	in	all	the	shows	to	a	certain	extent,	but	it’s	not	vulgar	in	any	way.	We	even	saw	teenagers	at	the	Moulin	Rouge.	Paradis	Latin	is	another	great	cancan	show	and	the	tickets	here	are	quite	a	bit	cheaper.
This	is	the	oldest	cabaret	in	Paris	and	their	shows	are	excellent.	Good	to	know:	For	all	the	cabaret	shows	in	Paris,	a	few	simple	rules	apply.	For	example,	they	do	not	allow	you	to	take	pictures	of	the	show	and	they	also	recommend	smart	dress	(so	no	shorts,	sandals,	sporty	sneakers,	etc.).	Also,	almost	all	shows	have	a	possibility	to	book	a	show	+
dinner;	the	food	is	usually	prepared	by	the	best	chefs	and	is	excellent.	Dinner	is	served	before	the	show,	and	some	cabarets	also	foresee	a	small	pre-program.	PRO	TIP:	No	matter	which	cabaret	show	you	choose	(or	a	few	of	them),	book	in	advance!	Often,	the	tickets	sell	out	a	few	weeks	in	advance,	especially	for	the	early	evening	shows	(around	9	pm).
This	is	especially	the	case	at	the	Moulin	Rouge,	which	is	by	far	the	best-known	and	most	popular	not	just	among	international	tourists,	but	also	locals,	business	travelers,	etc.	Moulin	Rouge	is	the	most	famous	cabaret	show	in	Paris.	Totally	worth	every	cent!	No	matter	how	well	you	plan	your	visit	and	sightseeing	itinerary,	you	will	be	walking	a	lot	in
Paris.	And	I	really	mean	a	lot.	The	city	is	spread	out	and	the	distances	are	big.	On	the	other	hand,	there	is	so	much	to	see	that	there	are	often	many	landmarks	located	10-20	minutes’	walk	from	each	other.	This	usually	means	that	it	doesn’t	make	sense	to	look	for	a	metro	or	a	taxi,	and	it’s	simpler	to	walk…	But	before	you	know	it,	you	walk	10	minutes
here	and	15	minutes	there,	and	by	the	end	of	the	day,	you	realize	you	did	25,000	steps.	So	be	sure	to	wear	comfortable	shoes!!!	Nowadays,	many	people	(especially	younger	generations)	wear	sneakers	in	Paris.	So	it’s	simpler	not	to	‘look	like	a	tourist’	and	still	be	comfortable.	But	if	you	pay	attention,	you	will	notice	that	locals	usually	wear	fancier
(designer)	fashion	sneakers.	So	if	you	want	to	‘blend	in’	a	bit	more,	leave	those	tennis	shoes	(and	long	white	socks!)	at	home	and	pack	the	nicest	comfortable	shoes	you	have.	Or	don’t	pay	attention	to	what	others	might	think	(people	really	have	better	things	to	do	than	worry	about	how	you	look	;))	and	just	pack	what	feels	best.	My	foot	selfie	with	the
beautiful	mosaic	floor	at	Sainte-Chapelle	in	Paris.	 	On	this	trip	to	Paris,	I	mostly	wore	slip-on	sneakers.	Just	like	any	big	city,	Paris	is	filled	with	shops	and	street	vendors	selling	all	kinds	of	souvenirs.	And	while	many	souvenirs	are	exactly	the	same,	the	prices	can	differ	quite	a	lot	depending	on	where	you	buy	them.	So	if	you	want	to	get	some
souvenirs,	you	may	want	to	look	around	first	instead	of	buying	them	in	the	first	place	you	see.	Just	an	example.	We	saw	so	many	tourists	wearing	‘Parisian’	berets	they	clearly	bought	in	Paris.	Indeed,	you	can	buy	them	on	every	corner.	But	while	some	places	sell	4	beret	hats	for	10	euros,	others	ask	10	euros	for	1…	Whether	you	should	buy	a	beret	to
start	with,	that’s	another	question.	There’s	nothing	that	says	“I’m	a	tourist”	more	than	a	beret	hat	 .	But	it	makes	for	some	fun	photos.	And	if	it	adds	to	your	overall	experience	and	makes	your	Paris	trip	more	enjoyable	for	you,	who	cares	what	others	think	anyway…	You	only	live	once!	Parisian	beret	hats	are	for	sale	all	over	the	city.	But	the	prices
differ	a	lot!	There	is	no	better	way	to	experience	a	destination	than	through	its	food	and	drinks.	Paris	is	no	exception.	So	when	planning	your	Paris	itinerary,	try	to	do	some	research	on	where	to	eat.	Unless	you	have	plenty	of	time	and	are	willing	to	go	out	of	your	way	for	a	specific	place,	I’d	just	simply	try	to	find	some	good	options	that	fit	with	your
sightseeing	plan.	This	is	what	we	normally	do.	We	make	an	approximate	itinerary,	see	where	we	will	be	around	lunch	or	dinner,	and	then	look	for	some	nice	restaurants	nearby	using	Google	Maps.	Sometimes	you	find	some	really	great	local	spots	that	way.	In	any	case,	doing	even	some	minimal	research,	helps	you	avoid	tourist	traps.	Plus,	you	can
read	customer	reviews,	check	menus	and	prices,	and	also	reserve	in	advance	where	necessary	(it’s	often	recommended	in	Paris,	especially	for	dinner).	Another	advantage	of	doing	some	research	in	advance	is	that	you	can	look	for	a	different	type	of	restaurant	for	every	meal.	So	let’s	say,	you	want	to	try	Parisian	macarons	at	a	famous	tearoom	for	lunch
one	day	and	some	French	crepes	or	quiche	on	another	occasion.	The	same	for	dinner	–	you	may	want	to	look	for	a	traditional	Parisian	brasserie	where	you	can	try	some	escargots	(snails)	or	cuisses	de	grenouille	(frog	legs)	one	evening	and	head	to	a	trendy	Italian	or	Korean	restaurant	another	night.	While	in	the	past,	locals	could	be	quite	snobbish
about	French	haute	cuisine,	nowadays,	Parisian	food	is	influenced	by	tastes	and	ingredients	from	all	over	the	world.	And	while	you	should	definitely	try	some	traditional	French	food	on	a	few	occasions,	it’s	just	as	nice	to	discover	different	cuisines	with	a	French	touch.	TIP:	In	addition	to	looking	for	different	types	of	restaurants	for	every	meal,	consider
taking	a	food	tour	as	well.	It’s	a	great	way	to	try	so	many	different	things	in	just	a	few	hours.	And	you	get	to	know	some	neighborhoods	and	local	foods	that	you’d	likely	never	see/try	otherwise.	There	are	quite	a	few	options	when	it	comes	to	food	tours	in	Paris.	If	you	only	have	1-2	days	in	the	city,	it’s	probably	difficult	to	find	time	for	such	a	tour.	But	if
you	have	at	least	3-4	days	in	Paris,	then	you	should	be	able	to	find	some	time	for	a	local	food	tour.	We	now	try	to	do	at	least	one	food	tour	in	every	city	we	visit	and	we	absolutely	love	them.	It’s	such	a	great	way	to	get	to	know	a	new	place	just	a	bit	deeper!	On	our	most	recent	visit	to	Paris,	we	did	this	food	tour	of	Le	Marais	neighborhood.	READ	ALSO:
Best	Traditional	French	Dishes	to	Try	in	France	This	was	one	of	over	11	tastings	during	our	food	tour	in	Paris.	It’s	the	best	way	to	try	a	big	variety	of	local	foods	in	a	short	time.	There	will	be	countless	situations	when	you	will	need	your	smartphone	when	visiting	Paris.	So	be	sure	that	you	have	access	to	the	mobile	network	(and	that	it	won’t	cost	you	a
fortune).	An	eSIM	might	be	a	good	solution	if	you	are	visiting	from	outside	of	the	EU.	A	few	examples.	As	already	mentioned	before,	it’s	best	to	pre-book	tickets	for	most	attractions	when	visiting	Paris.	If	you	don’t	want	to	or	can’t	print	those	tickets,	you	will	need	to	quickly	access	them	on	the	go.	Also,	quite	a	few	of	the	trendier	restaurants	in	Paris
now	have	a	system	where	you	scan	a	QR	code	on	your	table	not	just	for	the	menu,	but	also	to	pay	your	bill.	You	see	exactly	what	you	ordered,	how	much	you	have	to	pay,	can	choose	to	tip	extra	if	you	like	to,	and	then	insert	your	credit	card	data	and	pay.	Often,	waiters	won’t	even	come	to	your	table	anymore	and	you	can	just	leave	whenever	you	are
ready.	It’s	all	simple	enough	with	European	SIM	cards	since	there	are	no	roaming	fees	in	the	EU.	But	if	you	are	traveling	to	Paris	from	outside	of	Europe,	see	if	you	can	find	an	affordable	way	to	stay	connected.	Good	to	know:	Most	museums	and	restaurants	in	Paris	offer	free	Wi-Fi.	So	often,	you	will	be	able	to	connect	to	a	public	network.	But	this
might	not	always	be	the	case	everywhere.	So	plan	in	advance!	For	example,	if	you	are	not	sure	that	you	will	have	Internet,	you	could	take	screenshots	of	the	tickets	you	booked,	just	in	case.	The	Walker-through-Walls	(Passe-Muraille)	in	Montmartre.	We	used	a	self-guided	audio	tour	on	our	smartphones	to	explore	Montmartre.	If	you	travel
internationally,	you	probably	already	know	the	most	common	legal	scam	there	is	–	banks/ATMs	charging	you	ridiculous	exchange	rates.	It	usually	works	like	this.	You	use	an	ATM	to	take	some	cash	or	use	your	credit	card	to	pay	for	a	product	or	service.	To	‘make	things	easier’	for	you,	they	present	you	with	the	choice	to	do	the	transaction	in	your	own
currency.	Never	do	this!	Be	sure	that	you	always	do	all	your	credit	card	transactions	in	the	currency	of	the	country	where	you	travel	–	in	the	case	of	Paris,	in	euros.	When	you	choose	to	pay	in	euros,	the	exchange	rate	will	be	calculated	by	your	bank.	It	will	always	be	much	better	than	the	exchange	rate	that	you	are	given	by	the	‘helpful’	ATMs	abroad.	I
once	lost	about	18%	in	the	exchange	rate	in	London,	so	learned	the	hard	way	(luckily,	the	amounts	were	small).	Also,	try	to	avoid	using	ATMs	with	‘Euronet’	sign	on	them	–	their	fees	are	absolutely	outrageous.	The	best	ATMs	are	the	ones	that	are	attached	to	local	bank	offices.	Good	to	know:	Many	European	countries	only	use	credit	cards	with	a	pin,
and	it’s	been	like	this	for	years.	I	can’t	even	remember	the	last	time	we	had	to	sign	to	confirm	a	credit	card	transaction.	Most	of	the	time,	you	will	still	be	able	to	pay	with	any	credit	card,	but	there	might	be	situations	when	you	will	may	need	a	pin,	especially	when	paying	bigger	amounts.	So	ideally,	you	get	a	credit	card	with	a	pin	if	you	are	planning	a
trip	to	Europe.	TIP:	If	you	live	in	the	U.S.	and	don’t	have	the	right	credit	card,	check	out	this	selection	of	the	best	credit	cards	for	travel.	I	recommend	choosing	a	card	with	no	foreign	transaction	fees.	In	many	places,	you	will	be	able	to	use	your	smartphone	or	your	smartwatch	for	payments	as	well.	Paris	metro	ticket	machine.	Unless	you	can	find	a
ticket	desk,	you	will	need	a	card	with	a	pin	here.	To	tip	or	not	to	top,	that’s	the	question…	In	general,	we	do	not	tip	in	Europe,	and	in	the	past,	it	was	common	to	just	round	up	the	bill.	But	I	notice	that	tipping	is	becoming	more	and	more	common	(and	expected)	in	many	European	countries.	Still,	it’s	not	comparable	to	the	U.S.	in	terms	of	who	and	how
much	you	tip.	At	the	restaurants	in	Paris,	we	usually	tip	5-10%.	The	same	for	taxi	drivers.	Or	just	round	up	the	bill	if	paying	cash.	Anything	above	10%	is	considered	very	generous	and	is	really	not	expected.	But	if	the	service	is	exceptional,	people	will	definitely	appreciate	it.	We	also	tip	tour	guides,	but	only	the	ones	that	do	an	exceptional	job.	Also
here,	it	depends	on	you	if	and	how	much	you	tip.	If	we	tip,	it’s	usually	5-10	euros	per	person	depending	on	the	duration	of	the	tour.	Don’t	forget	to	just	sit	down	and	enjoy	the	experience	once	in	a	while!	 	A	smile	goes	a	long	way,	so	don’t	worry	if	you	don’t	speak	French	–	you	will	be	able	to	get	along	in	Paris	just	fine.	In	fact,	I	was	surprised	on	our
recent	trip	by	how	much	has	changed	in	Paris	in	terms	of	people	speaking	English	(and	the	attitude	towards	tourists)!	The	city	has	become	so	much	friendlier	too!	While	5-10	years	ago,	English-speaking	staff	was	more	an	exception	than	a	rule,	nowadays,	most	people	working	in	the	hospitality	sector	in	Paris	speak	(at	least	some)	English.	This	is
especially	the	case	among	the	younger	generations,	but	the	change	is	really	noticeable.	That	being	said,	locals	will	certainly	appreciate	it	if	you	do	your	best	to	speak	at	least	a	few	words	in	French.	Even	if	you	can	learn	just	a	few	basic	words,	it	will	be	appreciated.	Here	are	a	couple	of	useful	words	and	phrases	in	French:	Bonjour	=	hello	(good	day).
Bonsoir	=	good	evening.	Merci	=	thank	you.	Au	revoir	=	good-bye.	Oui/	non	–	yes/no.	Femme/homme	=	woman/man.	Excusez-moi	=	excuse	me.	Parlez-vous	Anglais?	=	Do	you	speak	English?	Je	ne	comprends	pas	=	I	do	not	understand.	“Paris,	I	Love	You”	sign	on	the	rooftop	terrace	of	Galeries	Lafayette.	In	addition	to	all	the	amazing	places	in	Paris,
there	is	so	much	to	see	around	the	city	too.	So	if	you	can,	try	to	visit	a	few	places	outside	of	Paris.	The	most	popular	(half)	day	trip	is,	of	course,	the	famous	Versailles	Palace	and	its	vast	gardens.	Most	people	come	to	Versailles	for	a	few	hours	(with	a	tour	with	or	without	transportation,	or	on	their	own),	but	there	is	so	much	to	see	that	you	could	even
plan	an	entire	day	for	this	town	alone.	We	visited	Versailles	by	train	and	then	booked	this	guided	tour	for	the	Palace	and	the	gardens.	There	is	so	much	to	see,	so	I	highly	recommend	visiting	the	palace	with	a	guide!	Another	popular	choice	is	a	visit	to	Giverny,	best	known	for	the	house	and	the	gardens	of	Monet.	Also	here,	you	can	visit	by	train	from
Paris	(and	potentially	rent	a	bike	at	the	station	to	explore	further),	or	come	on	a	tour.	There	are	also	tours	that	visit	both	–	Versailles	and	Giverny	–	in	one	day.	Other	popular	options	further	away	include	a	visit	to	Mont	Saint-Michel	and/or	D-Day	Beaches	in	Normandy.	If	you	want	to	visit	these	places	from	Paris	for	just	a	day,	then	definitely	opt	for	a
day	tour!	Day	tours	to	the	castles	of	the	Loire	Valley	are	also	possible	(and	can	be	worth	it	if	you	have	no	time	to	plan	a	road	trip	and	visit	all	these	places	on	your	own).	With	kids,	the	obvious	choice	is	to	spend	a	day	at	Disneyland	Paris,	but	with	teenagers,	you	may	want	to	consider	Parc	Asterix	instead.	This	theme	park	has	more	‘wilder’	rides.	Also	in
the	city,	there	are	some	interesting	areas	that	are	just	a	bit	outside	of	the	typical	tourist	routes,	such	as	La	Défence	business	district	or	Père	Lachaise	Cemetery	where	many	famous	people	are	buried.	Even	if	you	just	get	a	bit	outside	of	the	city	center	or	take	one	or	two	day	trips,	it	will	make	your	visit	to	Paris	so	much	more	memorable!	Disneyland
Paris	is	one	of	the	most	popular	day	trips	from	Paris.	So,	these	are	some	of	the	most	useful	tips	and	tricks	for	Paris	that	you	may	want	to	know	when	traveling	to	the	city	for	the	first	time.	Have	a	great	trip	to	Paris!	TIP:	You	may	also	like	to	read	our	similar	guides	with	tips	for	some	of	the	most	popular	cities	in	Europe:	READ	ALSO:	Top	Europe
Attractions	You	Need	to	Book	In	Advance	If	you	found	this	post	helpful,	don’t	forget	to	bookmark	it	and	share	it	with	your	friends.	Are	you	on	Pinterest?	Pin	this	image!	This	site	contains	affiliate	links,	which	means	that	we	may	earn	a	small	commission,	at	no	cost	to	you,	for	qualifying	purchases.	More	info:	Disclosure.	Paris,	known	as	the	“City	of
Light,”	is	one	of	the	best	cities	to	visit	in	France.	With	its	rich	history,	iconic	landmarks,	and	world-class	cuisine,	it	draws	millions	of	travelers	each	year.	From	the	moment	you	step	foot	in	this	magical	city,	you’ll	find	yourself	enchanted	by	its	charm,	beauty,	and	culture.	In	this	guide,	we’ll	cover	everything	you	need	to	know	about	how	to	travel	to
Paris,	including	its	history,	highlights,	food,	safety	tips,	and	the	best	times	to	visit.	Whether	you’re	planning	your	first	trip	or	a	return	visit,	Paris	should	be	at	the	top	of	your	list	of	must-see	destinations	in	France.	History	of	Paris:	Discover	the	Fascinating	Past	of	One	of	the	Best	Cities	to	Visit	in	France	Paris	has	a	long	and	storied	history	that	stretches
back	more	than	2,000	years.	Originally	a	small	settlement	along	the	Seine	River,	it	grew	into	a	major	European	center	of	culture,	politics,	and	commerce.	The	city	was	founded	by	a	Celtic	tribe	known	as	the	Parisii,	and	by	the	Middle	Ages,	Paris	had	become	the	largest	city	in	Europe.	It	later	played	a	crucial	role	during	the	French	Revolution,	the	rise
and	fall	of	Napoleon	Bonaparte,	and	both	World	Wars.	Today,	Paris	stands	as	a	symbol	of	France’s	enduring	influence	on	art,	fashion,	and	philosophy.	Visitors	can	explore	centuries	of	history	in	iconic	locations	like	the	Louvre,	the	Notre-Dame	Cathedral,	and	the	Palace	of	Versailles,	all	of	which	make	Paris	one	of	the	best	cities	to	visit	in	France.
Understanding	Paris’	historical	significance	adds	depth	to	any	trip,	whether	you’re	wandering	the	streets	of	Montmartre	or	strolling	through	the	elegant	halls	of	the	Musée	d’Orsay.	Highlights	of	Paris:	Why	It’s	One	of	the	Best	Cities	to	Visit	in	France	Paris	is	packed	with	highlights	that	make	it	one	of	the	best	cities	to	visit	in	France.	From	the	Eiffel
Tower’s	majestic	silhouette	to	the	bustling	Champs-Élysées,	there’s	something	for	every	type	of	traveler.	No	visit	to	Paris	would	be	complete	without	taking	a	boat	cruise	along	the	Seine,	offering	stunning	views	of	iconic	landmarks	like	the	Musée	d’Orsay,	the	Grand	Palais,	and	the	Gothic	splendor	of	the	Notre-Dame	Cathedral.	Art	lovers	will	be	in
heaven	with	stops	at	the	Louvre,	home	to	masterpieces	such	as	the	Mona	Lisa,	and	the	Centre	Pompidou,	which	showcases	modern	and	contemporary	art.	For	shoppers,	Paris	is	a	paradise,	with	everything	from	luxury	boutiques	on	Rue	Saint-Honoré	to	vintage	markets	in	Le	Marais.	Foodies,	too,	will	find	themselves	spoiled	for	choice,	from	Michelin-
starred	restaurants	to	charming	sidewalk	cafés	offering	croissants,	escargot,	and	crème	brûlée.	All	of	these	attractions	and	more	make	Paris	one	of	the	best	cities	to	visit	in	France.	The	Best	Time	to	Visit	Paris:	How	to	Travel	to	Paris	During	the	Ideal	Season	Wondering	when	is	the	best	time	to	visit	Paris?	The	answer	depends	on	what	you	want	from
your	trip.	Spring	(April	to	June)	is	often	considered	the	best	time	to	visit,	with	mild	weather	and	blooming	flowers	making	Paris	even	more	picturesque.	Summer	(July	to	August)	is	the	peak	tourist	season,	with	warm	weather	and	a	lively	atmosphere,	but	it	also	means	larger	crowds	and	higher	prices.	For	a	more	relaxed	experience,	consider	traveling
in	the	fall	(September	to	November),	when	the	city	quiets	down,	and	the	temperatures	are	still	pleasant.	Winter	(December	to	February)	brings	cold	weather	and	fewer	tourists,	but	the	city	sparkles	with	holiday	decorations,	making	it	an	enchanting	time	to	visit	Paris.	No	matter	when	you	go,	Paris	remains	one	of	the	best	cities	to	visit	in	France	year-
round.	Parisian	Cuisine:	Savor	the	Best	Food	in	One	of	the	Best	Cities	to	Visit	in	France	Paris	is	synonymous	with	incredible	food,	and	it’s	no	surprise	that	it’s	one	of	the	best	cities	to	visit	in	France	for	cuisine.	The	city’s	culinary	scene	is	a	melting	pot	of	traditional	French	cooking	and	international	flavors.	Must-try	dishes	include	classic	French	staples
like	baguettes,	croissants,	and	cheese,	as	well	as	rich	dishes	like	boeuf	bourguignon,	duck	confit,	and	coq	au	vin.	Paris	also	boasts	an	incredible	dessert	culture,	with	pastries	like	macarons,	éclairs,	and	tarts	available	at	patisseries	across	the	city.	For	something	truly	special,	visit	a	Michelin-starred	restaurant,	or	opt	for	a	more	casual	meal	at	a
traditional	bistro.	No	matter	where	you	dine,	Parisian	food	is	sure	to	be	a	highlight	of	your	trip	and	one	of	the	reasons	why	it’s	one	of	the	best	cities	to	visit	in	France.	Safety	and	Dangers:	How	to	Travel	to	Paris	Safely	Paris	is	generally	a	safe	city	for	travelers,	but	like	any	major	urban	area,	it’s	important	to	stay	aware	of	your	surroundings.	Petty
crime,	such	as	pickpocketing,	can	be	an	issue	in	crowded	areas	like	the	Eiffel	Tower,	the	Louvre,	and	public	transportation.	Be	sure	to	keep	your	belongings	secure	and	avoid	carrying	large	amounts	of	cash.	The	city	is	well-policed,	and	violent	crime	is	rare,	making	it	one	of	the	safer	European	capitals	to	visit.	It’s	also	worth	noting	that	certain
neighborhoods	may	feel	less	safe	at	night,	so	it’s	a	good	idea	to	stick	to	well-lit,	populated	areas.	Additionally,	as	in	most	large	cities,	be	cautious	of	scams	targeting	tourists,	such	as	fake	petitions	or	overcharging	in	taxis.	Overall,	with	proper	precautions,	Paris	remains	one	of	the	best	cities	to	visit	in	France	for	a	safe	and	enjoyable	trip.	How	to	Travel
to	Paris:	The	Best	Ways	to	Get	There	Traveling	to	Paris	is	easy	thanks	to	its	status	as	one	of	the	best	cities	to	visit	in	France.	If	you’re	flying,	Charles	de	Gaulle	Airport	(CDG)	is	the	main	international	gateway,	located	about	25	kilometers	from	the	city	center.	From	CDG,	you	can	take	the	RER	B	train,	airport	shuttles,	or	taxis	into	the	heart	of	Paris.	If
you’re	coming	from	another	European	city,	high-speed	trains,	like	the	Eurostar	and	Thalys,	offer	convenient	and	comfortable	routes	directly	to	Paris	Gare	du	Nord.	France’s	extensive	TGV	network	also	makes	traveling	from	other	French	cities	a	breeze,	making	Paris	one	of	the	best	cities	to	visit	in	France	for	accessibility.	For	travelers	in	neighboring
countries,	buses	are	an	affordable	option,	though	they	take	longer.	No	matter	your	mode	of	transportation,	getting	to	Paris	is	straightforward,	and	it’s	always	worth	the	journey	to	one	of	the	best	cities	to	visit	in	France.	Paris	is	always	a	good	idea.	We’ve	been	to	Paris	a	few	times	now,	and	it	is	easily	our	favorite	city	to	visit.	Below	is	a	comprehensive
travel	guide	to	the	City	of	Light,	covering	everything	from	where	to	stay	and	what	to	eat	to	things	to	see	and	do.	Paris	is	magic.	It	has	a	je	ne	sais	quoi	that	leaves	you	romanticizing	your	life	as	if	you	were	in	a	movie.	We	love	visiting	this	city	and	will	never	get	bored	of	coming	back	over	and	over	again.	We	went	once	in	October	for	my	birthday	and
again	in	late	May	for	our	honeymoon,	and	both	seasons	had	the	best	weather	and	very	minimal	crowds.	The	city	of	love	has	a	rich	history,	a	diverse	and	delicious	food	scene,	and	numerous	areas	to	take	in	the	views.	Whether	this	is	your	first	time	in	Paris	or	you’re	a	seasoned	traveler,	this	detailed	guide	will	include	everything	from	travel	tips	and
must-try	food	recommendations	to	a	sample	itinerary.	Table	of	contents	Best	Time	&	Weather	in	Paris:	Late	April	to	May	or	late	September	to	mid-October.	These	months	are	considered	the	shoulder	seasons,	where	the	days	are	still	warm	but	not	as	sweltering	as	in	the	summer.	Spring	will	have	beautiful,	lush,	green	trees	lining	the	streets,	and	in	the
early	fall,	they	will	beautifully	turn	to	a	rich	amber	orange.	There	will	also	be	fewer	crowds	and	lines	in	the	more	popular	attractions.	Paris	is	also	decorated	beautifully	during	November	and	December	How	to	get	to	Paris:	Charles	de	Gaulle	Airport	(CDG)	is	the	main	international	airport.	If	you	are	flying	from	within	Europe	or	domestically,	Orly
Airport	(ORY)	is	more	convenient	and	also	closer	to	the	city	center.	How	many	days	in	Paris:	Five	to	six	full	days	is	a	good	amount	of	time	for	first-time	visitors.	It	will	give	you	enough	time	to	visit	various	attractions,	dine	at	the	best	restaurants,	and	even	take	a	day	trip	outside	the	city	without	feeling	rushed.	Transportation	Options:	the	Paris	metro	is
very	extensive	with	16	lines	and	easy	to	use.	The	Paris	metro	is	so	easy	to	use	alongside	Google	Maps.	Simply	plug	in	your	destination,	select	the	public	transit	option	and	it	will	show	you	which	metro	stop	to	enter	and	which	train	and	direction	to	use.	You	can	buy	metro	tickets	at	most	metro	stops	in	the	more	popular	areas.	Alternatively,	Uber	is	very
prominent	in	Paris.	Currency:	Euro.	Almost,	everywhere	in	Paris	will	take	all	major	credit	cards	like	Visa	and	Mastercard.	Tipping	is	not	required	in	Paris	but	appreciated.	Language:	French	and	English.	Almost	everyone	in	Paris	can	speak	English.	Always	try	to	greet	shop	owners,	or	restaurant	staff	with	“bonjour”	or	leave	saying	“merci.”	The	small
amount	of	effort	will	make	your	experience	more	pleasant.	Paris	is	broken	down	into	20	separate	Arrondissements	which	each	has	their	own	town	hall,	mayor	and	personal	charm.	The	most	popular	Arrondissements	are	1,	2,	3,	4,	5,	6,	7,	8,	9,	18.	When	choosing	a	place	to	stay,	I	recommend	looking	if	it	is	near	an	accessible	metro	stop	and	if	its	near	a
lot	of	attractions	you	are	planning	to	see.	Airbnbs:	Paris	is	filled	with	so	many	apartment	options	across	all	the	Arrondissements.	They	range	in	price	depending	on	the	size	and	location.	Airbnb	homes	are	the	best	option	if	you	are	planning	to	save	money	on	your	stay	while	also	remaining	comfortable	without	the	stress	of	a	shared	living	space.	The	first
time	we	were	in	Paris,	we	stayed	in	the	2nd	arrondissement	and	found	that	it	was	quite	central	to	all	the	best	restaurants	and	a	few	of	the	sites,	like	the	Louvre.	Hotel	Splendid	Etoile	is	a	boutique	hotel	in	the	8th	Arrondissement,	steps	from	the	Champs-Élysées.	It	is	a	charming	boutique	hotel	offering	a	great	view	of	the	Arc	de	Triomphe.	Hotel	Grand
Powers:	We	enjoyed	our	stay	at	Hotel	Grand	Powers	in	the	8th	Arrondissement.	It	was	about	a	5-minute	walk	to	the	Arc	de	Triomphe	and	conveniently	located	near	major	metro	lines.	The	rooms	were	furnished	with	very	modern	and	chic	decor.	Our	room	was	pink,	which	I	loved,	and	the	bathrooms	were	beautifully	designed	with	marble	walls	and
countertops.	To	top	it	off,	all	the	hotel	amenities	were	with	Dipytique,	which	was	the	epitome	of	luxury.	I	chose	this	hotel	because	it	had	a	charming	balcony	with	a	view	of	the	Parisian	streets.	It	was	perfect	for	a	slow	morning	with	room	service.	Hotel	Plaza	Athénée:	For	the	most	beautiful	and	iconic	view	of	the	Eiffel	Tower,	Hotel	Plaza	Athénée	is	in
the	8th	Arrondissement.	This	is	a	beautiful	luxury	hotel	lined	with	lush	greenery,	fresh	flowers,	and	red	accents.	It	is	situated	on	the	prestigious	Avenue	Montaigne,	where	the	first	Christian	Dior	store	was	established.	Croissant:	a	flaky,	buttery,	airy	croissant	should	be	#1	on	your	list.	There	are	so	many	boulangeries	(bakeries)	in	Paris	on	every
corner,	it’s	almost	impossible	to	miss	out	on	this	buttery,	flaky	pastry.	I	recommend	trying	Bo	&	Mie,	Mamiche,	or	Jeffrey	Cagnes.	Macaron:	a	delicate,	egg	white	meringue-based	sandwich	with	a	creamy	filling	is	the	most	iconic	French	dessert.	Our	favorite	macarons	are	from	Laduree,	which	are	scattered	around	the	city.	Steak	Frites:	translates	to
“steak	and	fries.”	It	is	a	classic	French	dish	consisting	of	a	ribeye	or	sirloin	steak	served	with	a	butter	sauce	and	accompanied	by	crispy	French	fries.	The	most	popular	restaurant	for	steak	frites	is	Relais	de	l’Entrecôte.	Escargot:	Escargots	are	land	snails	that	are	cooked	in	a	delicious	garlic	and	butter	sauce,	served	in	their	shells,	and	garnished	with
parsley.	They	have	a	mild,	earthy	flavor	and	a	slightly	chewy	texture.	The	best	escargot	we	ever	had	was	at	Comptoir	de	la	Gastronomie.	Crepes:	The	Latin	Quarter	is	filled	with	creperies.	You	really	cannot	go	wrong.	We	enjoyed	the	one	we	had	at	Crêperie	des	Arts.	French	Onion	Soup:	is	a	comforting	French	soup	made	with	slow-cooked	caramelized
onions	in	a	beef	broth.	The	soup	is	then	topped	with	bread	and	cheese.	The	most	popular	place	for	French	onion	soup	is	Au	Pied	de	Cochon.	Semilla	is	hands	down	one	of	the	best	restaurants	we’ve	tried	in	Paris.	It	is	a	small	bistro	located	in	Saint-Germain.	It	is	a	modern,	trendy	restaurant	offering	a	wide	variety	of	delicious	dishes	and	vegetarian
options.	They	treat	vegetables	like	art	here,	and	I	still	dream	about	the	morel	mushroom	pasta.	2.	Pink	Mamma	Pink	Mamma	is	a	four-story	Italian	restaurant	in	the	9th	arrondissement.	It	is	known	for	its	beautiful	glass	rooftop	and	photo-worthy	interior.	The	food	was	also	just	as	delicious	as	the	interior.	This	viral	social	media	spot	is	worth	a	visit.
Reservations	do	book	up	in	advance,	so	be	sure	to	plan	accordingly.	3.	Comptoir	de	la	Gastronomie	Comptoir	de	la	Gastronomie	is	a	cozy,	intimate	food	and	wine	shop	renowned	for	its	duck	confit,	homemade	foie	gras,	and	escargot.	This	unassuming	restaurant,	located	in	the	2nd	arrondissement,	serves	the	best	duck	confit	we	have	ever	had.	It	was
deliciously	seasoned	and	cooked	to	juicy,	tender	perfection.	We	recommend	making	a	reservation,	as	seating	is	limited.	4.	L’Ami	Jean	L’Ami	Jean	is	a	relaxed,	small,	and	cozy	classic	French	bistro	that	serves	elevated	protein	dishes	from	sustainable	ingredients	and	seasonal	produce.	The	chef	is	an	early	star	of	the	bistronomie	movement,	which
elevates	traditional	French	bistro	dishes	with	fine	dining	techniques	and	quality	ingredients.	We	had	spring	vegetables	and	duck	dishes,	both	of	which	were	incredibly	flavorful	and	well-seasoned.	We	were	surprised	by	the	number	of	flavors	there	were	in	the	vegetables.	It	was	delicious.	5.	Le	Relais	de	l’Entrecôte	If	you	want	an	iconic,	no-frills	steak
frites	dish,	you	go	to	Le	Relais	de	l’Entrecote.	It	has	multiple	locations	in	Paris	and	does	not	take	reservations.	You	have	to	line	up	in	the	queue	when	it	opens	and	wait	to	be	seated.	It	is	famous	for	its	extra-tender	sirloin	steak	served	with	their	signature	sauce	and	homemade	French	fries.	6.	Girafe	Girafe	is	a	higher-end	French	restaurant	that	serves
seafood	dishes,	but	it	is	most	well-known	for	its	outdoor	terrace	and	iconic	Eiffel	Tower	views.	To	be	honest,	Girafe	is	only	worth	it	if	you	are	there	for	the	vibes	and	the	view.	There’s	something	incredible	about	dining	outside	with	a	view	of	the	Eiffel	Tower,	and	I	always	recommend	doing	it	at	least	once	in	your	lifetime.	However,	the	food	itself
seemed	overpriced	for	what	you	receive,	and	we	definitely	found	better	food	at	a	better	price	elsewhere.	7.	Frenchie	Frenchie	is	a	one	Michelin	star	restaurant	which	has	a	warm	and	cozy	interior	which	almost	feels	you	are	dining	at	home.	The	145€	five	course	tasting	menu	changes	with	the	seasons	and	each	dish	we	had	was	incredibly	creative	and
delicious.	The	way	they	transformed	simple	vegetables	into	mini	masterpieces	is	nothing	short	of	genius.	We	came	here	four	years	ago	and	since	then	we	have	had	many	other	fine	dining	experiences,	but	Frenchie	is	still	one	of	the	most	memorable	restaurants	we	have	ever	dined	at.	Reservations	book	up	very	quickly.	Pro	Tip:	You	MUST	make	a
reservation	exactly	on	the	second	that	the	date	opens	up.	Carette	is	our	favorite	Parisian	cafe	to	enjoy	a	slow	breakfast	at,	eat	some	croissants,	pastries,	and	hot	chocolate	while	people-watching.	It	is	an	incredibly	popular	cafe	that	does	not	take	any	reservations;	you	need	to	stand	in	line	and	wait	for	a	table.	Carette	has	multiple	locations	throughout
the	city,	and	it’s	worth	a	visit.	The	scrambled	eggs,	Saint-Honore	pastry,	and	hot	chocolate	were	some	of	the	best	we	had!	Angelina	is	another	popular	French	patisserie	café,	known	for	its	L’Africain	hot	chocolate	and	beautiful	tea	room.	Similar	to	Carette,	there	is	no	reservation,	so	you	have	to	wait	in	a	line	for	a	table,	which	moves	relatively	quickly.
We	found	that	the	hot	chocolate	at	Angelina	was	good,	but	we	liked	Carette’s	a	little	more.	Angelina	has	that	quintessential	French	tea	room	architecture	on	the	inside,	making	you	feel	like	you’re	in	Marie	Antoinette’s	world.	It’s	worth	a	try	if	you’re	in	the	mood	for	a	casual	teatime	in	a	beautiful	setting.	The	Arc	de	Triomphe	de	l’Étoile	is	one	of	the
most	famous	monuments	in	Paris.	It	sits	in	between	the	16th,	17th,	and	8th	arrondissements.	It	sits	right	at	the	end	of	the	Champs	Élysées.	The	Arc	de	Triomphe	honors	all	those	who	fought	and	died	in	France	in	the	French	Revolutionary	and	Napoleonic	wars.	It	is	a	beautiful	monument	to	take	a	quick	photo	with,	and	you	can	also	buy	a	ticket	to	climb
284	steps	to	the	top	for	a	great	view	of	Paris.	The	Eiffel	Tower	is	the	most	popular	landmark	and	the	symbol	of	Paris.	The	tower	is	located	in	the	7th	arrondissement	and	stands	at	approximately	1,083	feet	tall.	It	is	the	tallest	structure	in	Paris.	You	can	purchase	tickets	to	visit	the	observation	deck	for	a	stunning	view	of	Paris.	There	is	also	a	Michelin-
starred	restaurant,	Jules	Verne,	located	in	the	Eiffel	Tower,	offering	an	epic	experience.	You	can	view	the	Eiffel	Tower	at	various	points	in	the	city—Trocadero,	Avenue	de	Camoens,	Rue	de	L’Université,	Pont	Alexandre	III,	3	Port	Debilly,	to	name	a	few.	Trocadero	Gardens	are	located	right	in	front	of	the	Eiffel	Tower.	It	is	the	most	popular	spot	to	view
the	Eiffel	Tower	and	get	the	most	unobstructed	view	of	it.	We	woke	up	early	and	did	a	stunning	sunrise	photoshoot	with	our	wedding	photographer,	Sophie	Epton,	at	6:30	am,	and	there	was	barely	anyone	there.	It	was	magical	and	I	highly	recommend	it.	Pont	Alexandre	III	is	a	deck	arch	bridge	that	crosses	the	Seine.	It	is	the	most	extravagant	and
ornate	bridge	in	the	city.	It	is	a	beautiful	photo	spot	with	a	view	of	the	Eiffel	Tower	and	is	worth	crossing	at	least	once	for	the	view.	The	Palais	Garnier,	also	known	as	the	Paris	Opera	House,	is	a	beautiful	venue	that	is	open	to	visitors	throughout	the	day.	The	Palais	Garnier	is	famous	for	its	grand	staircase	and	intricate	architecture.	You	can	buy	tickets
to	the	ballet	and	watch	an	evening	show	in	its	main	auditorium.	The	Tuileries	Garden	is	a	public	garden	that	is	free	to	stroll	through,	located	between	the	Louvre	and	the	Place	de	la	Concorde	in	the	1st	arrondissement	of	Paris.	It	is	a	large	garden	with	various	areas	to	take	a	stroll,	enjoy	a	coffee,	and	people-watch.	Les	Deux	Plateaux,	also	known	as
the	Colonnes	des	Buren,	is	an	art	installation	created	by	Daniel	Buren	in	the	inner	courtyard	of	the	Palais	Royal.	It	comprises	candy-striped	black	and	white	columns	of	different	heights.	It’s	a	really	fun	photo	spot	and	worth	seeing	if	you’re	in	the	area.	The	Seine	River	cuts	through	Paris	and	is	beautiful	to	walk	along,	with	charming	shops	and	cafes
lining	its	banks.	You	can	also	book	a	Seine	river	cruise	as	a	way	to	see	all	the	major	sights	by	water.	They	also	offer	dinner	cruises	for	a	romantic	dinner	option.	If	you	want	a	good	spot	for	a	picnic	with	a	view	of	the	Eiffel	Tower,	3	Port	Debilly	is	the	best	location.	Notre-Dame	is	a	medieval	Catholic	cathedral	located	in	the	4th	arrondissement	of	Paris,
France.	It	is	located	on	the		Île	de	la	Cité,	an	island	in	the	Seine.	It	is	a	beautiful	monument	that	is	a	must-visit.	The	Latin	Quarter,	located	in	the	5th	arrondissement,	is	home	to	many	student	cafes.	It	is	a	home	to	the	famous	bookshop,	Shakespeare	and	Company.	The	Luxembourg	Gardens	is	a	beautiful	public	park	in	the	6th	Arrondissement	that	has
clean,	manicured	lawns,	flowers,	fountains,	and	sculptures.	It	is	a	popular	spot	for	people	to	sit,	have	a	sandwich,	and	hang	out.	Montmartre	is	a	must-see	place	for	first-time	visitors	in	Paris.	It	is	located	in	the	18th	arrondissement	and	is	the	hub	of	Parisian	artists	and	writers.	I	recommend	comfortable	walking	shoes	for	this	area	since	most	of	it	is	on
a	hill.	You	can	easily	walk	around	the	area	in	one	day	or	spend	a	few	days	at	some	of	the	popular	sights	like	the	Sacré	Coeur	and	Moulin	Rouge.	Basilique	du	Sacré-Cœur:	The	Sacré-Cœur	is	one	of	the	most	iconic	parts	of	Paris.	It	is	a	Catholic	basilica	that	sits	on	a	hill.	It	is	the	highest	point	in	Paris	and	requires	approximately	200	steps	to	climb,	but
the	views	are	incredible	and	well	worth	the	effort.	We	climbed	the	dome	to	the	tip	of	the	church,	which	was	quite	a	hike.	It	is	quite	narrow	on	the	inside	and	is	not	recommended	for	people	with	claustrophobia.	La	Maison	Rose:	When	you	see	iconic	photos	of	Paris,	La	Maison	Rose	is	one	of	them.	Its	signature	pink	facade	with	the	lush	greenery
surrounding	it	makes	a	photographer’s	dream.	It	is	a	cute	French	restaurant	with	a	rich	history.	It	is	said	to	have	been	visited	by	Pablo	Picasso	and	Henri	Matisse.	Le	Consulat:	Le	Consulat	is	a	famous	café	in	the	heart	of	Montmartre.	It	was	visited	by	famous	artists	and	writers,	including	Picasso,	Van	Gogh,	and	Monet,	among	others.	Moulin	Rouge:
Moulin	Rouge	is	a	cabaret	in	Paris	that	is	known	as	the	birthplace	of	the	modern	can-can	dance.	It	is	in	the	old	Pigalle	district	which	was	known	as	the	“Red	Light”	district	in	the	past.	Today,	you	can	book	tickets	for	a	dinner	and	a	show.	The	Marais	is	the	fashionable	shopping	district	in	the	4th	arrondissement.	It	is	filled	with	young	and	hip	boutiques,
art	galleries,	cafes,	restaurants,	and	bars.	It	was	originally	the	Jewish	quarter	and	has	a	rich	Jewish	heritage	with	many	kosher	restaurants.	The	Louvre	Museum	of	Art	is	a	national	art	museum	in	Paris.	It	is	one	of	the	most	famous	museums	in	the	world.	It	is	located	in	the	1st	arrondissement	and	is	home	to	thousands	of	art	pieces,	including	the	Mona
Lisa,	Venus	de	Milo,	and	Winged	Victory.	Buying	tickets	in	advance	is	highly	recommended,	as	they	sell	out	quickly.	The	Musee	d’Orsay	is	one	of	my	favorite	museums	in	Paris,	located	on	the	left	bank	of	the	Seine.	It	was	originally	a	railway	station	that	hosts	many	paintings,	sculptures,	and	photos.	It	hosts	famous	works	of	art	from	Van	Gogh,	Claude
Monet,	Edouard	Manet,	to	Cezanne,	and	so	much	more.	The	Musee	d’Orsay	is	smaller	and	easier	to	navigate	than	the	Louvre,	with	fewer	crowds,	and	features	works	by	Van	Gogh,	Claude	Monet,	Edouard	Manet,	Cézanne,	and	many	others,	making	it	more	enjoyable	to	take	in	the	art.	The	Musée	de	l’Orangerie	is	an	art	gallery	featuring	Impressionist
and	Post-Impressionist	paintings,	located	in	the	Tuileries	Garden.	It	is	a	small	museum,	but	it	is	home	to	the	famous	Claude	Monet	water	lilies	room.	It	is	worth	visiting	just	for	this	room	alone.	The	Palace	of	Versailles,	situated	12	miles	outside	of	Paris,	is	the	former	residence	of	King	Louis	XIV.	It	comprises	both	the	Palace	and	the	gardens.	The	palace
is	beautifully	maintained	with	gold-adorned	walls,	ceilings,	paintings,	and	original	furniture.	It	is	a	very	popular	tourist	destination,	hosting	approximately	15	million	people	each	year.	I	highly	recommend	buying	tickets	in	advance	and	selecting	the	earliest	entrance	times	to	minimize	crowds.	Paris	is	one	of	my	favorite	cities	in	the	world,	largely	due	to
its	diverse	range	of	shopping	options,	from	high-end	luxury	to	unique	boutiques.	TAX	BACK	TIP:	If	you	plan	on	spending	more	than	€100	VAT	included	in	a	single	store,	bring	your	passport.	Some	stores	even	accept	a	photo	of	your	passport	as	identification.	This	will	enable	the	store	to	print	the	necessary	documents	you	need	for	tax	refunds	as
identification.	If	you	are	leaving	Europe	from	Paris,	to	get	your	money	back,	simply	locate	the	customs	tax	refund	area	at	the	airport,	scan	the	barcode	(if	the	paperwork	includes	one),	and	place	the	documents	in	the	designated	mailbox.	Second,	if	your	tax	back	paperwork	requires	a	stamp	from	the	customs	officer	or	you	get	an	alert	at	the	machine
after	you	scan	your	receipts,	you	may	need	to	wait	in	line	for	them	to	manually	stamp	it.	If	this	happens	they	may	ask	to	look	at	your	purchases	that	should	be	unused,	so	keep	them	readily	available	and	not	packed	away.	That’s	it!	I	found	that	CDG	was	the	easiest	airport	to	do	the	tax	back	process	with.	One	of	the	most	famous	Parisian	department
stores,	located	in	the	9th	arrondissement,	is	the	Galeries	Lafayette.	It	features	over	five	floors	that	offer	designer	goods,	a	spectacular	food	court,	and	is	truly	a	beautiful	marvel,	perfect	for	window	shopping.	(Pro-tip:	if	you	are	shopping	for	designer	goods	and	want	the	best	deal	for	tax	back.	I	recommend	shopping	at	the	actual	designer	stores	instead
of	here	because	there	is	a	lower	percentage	tax	back	if	you	buy	from	the	Galeries	Lafayette.)	The	Champs-Élysées	is	a	famous	avenue	that	runs	through	the	8th	arrondissement	and	houses	many	cafes,	luxury	shops,	retail	stores,	and	boutiques.	It	is	worth	strolling	down	before	or	after	a	visit	to	the	Arc	de	Triomphe.	La	Grande	Epicerie	is	a	gourmet
grocery	store	in	Paris.	Think	Whole	Foods	but	10000%	better.	It	offers	an	extensive	selection	of	high-quality	luxury	foods,	and,	of	course,	it	is	home	to	the	viral	butter	that	can	be	vacuum	sealed	and	packed	as	a	unique	souvenir	or	gift.	There	are	beautiful	displays	of	meats,	cheeses,	produce,	seasonings,	an	entire	truffle	wall,	a	fresh	pastry	section,	and
an	impressive	selection	of	wine	and	spirits.	If	I	lived	in	Paris,	I	would	shop	here	every	day.	Merci:	located	in	the	Le	Marais	region,	we	always	make	a	stop	at	Merci	every	trip.	It	is	a	trendy	three-story	concept	boutique	that	has	curated	clothes,	home	goods,	and	so	much	more.	Polene:	Polene	has	two	flagship	stores	in	Paris.	However,	when	we	visited,
there	was	a	queue	to	get	in,	to	find	out	that	almost	all	the	desirable	colors	were	out	of	stock.	It’s	worth	trying	on	the	purse	for	sizing,	but	you’ll	have	better	luck	purchasing	a	bag	online.	Sezane:	Sezane	was	born	in	Paris	and	is	famous	for	its	cozy,	beautifully	crafted	sweaters	and	iconic	Parisian	style.	Officine	Universelle	Buly	1803:	the	viral	TikTok
shop	in	Paris	where	you	can	monogram	combs,	lip	balms,	and	soaps.	Shakespeare	and	Company:	the	most	famous	bookstore	in	Paris	in	the	Latin	Quarter.	Chanel	(31	Cambon):	If	you	are	planning	on	buying	a	Chanel	piece	in	Paris,	I	recommend	paying	a	visit	to	the	31	Rue	Cambon	location	in	the	1st	arrondissement.	It	is	the	home	of	the	Chanel
headquarters,	where	Gabrielle	Chanel	established	her	couture	house	in	1918.	If	you	purchase	anything	here,	you	will	receive	special	white	packaging	instead	of	our	signature	black	packaging.	It	is	the	best	kind	of	souvenir.	Dior	(30	Montaigne):	Similarly,	the	Dior	30	Montaigne	location	is	the	original	location	where	Christian	Dior	established	his
couture	house	in	1946.	Today,	it	is	also	near	a	beautiful	La	Galerie	Dior,	which	requires	advance	tickets	and	a	cafe.	This	is	a	sample	itinerary	for	a	5-day	trip	to	Paris	exploring	the	major	sights,	museums,	and	different	arrondissements.	I	combined	both	of	our	itineraries	from	both	trips	for	this	itinerary.	Breakfast	at	Carette	Eiffel	Tower	+	Trocadero
Lunch	at	Giraffe	Arc	de	Triomphe	+	Champs	Elysees	Laudere	Macarons	Galeries	Lafayette	Palais	Garnier	Dinner	at	Comptoir	de	La	Gastronomie	La	Galerie	Dior	Petit	Palais	Pont	Alexandre	Musee	D’Orsay	or	Musee	de	l’Orangerie	Brunch	at	Angelina	Jardin	Des	Tuileries	+	Lourve	Seine	River	Cruise	Dinner	at	Frenchie	Basilique	de	Sacre	Coeur
Croissant	at	Maman	bakery	La	Maison	Rose	Coffee	at	Le	Consulat	Lunch	at	Pink	Mamma	Vintage	Photo	booth	at	Fotoautomat	Montmartre	Food	Tour	with	No	Diet	Club	Day	trip	to	Palace	of	Versailles	Breakfast	at	Cafe	De	Flore	Notre	Dame	Shakespeare	and	Company	Snack	at	Creperie	Des	Arts	Luxembourg	Gardens	La	Grande	Epicerie	Paris	Picnic	at
3	Port	Debilly	with	a	view	of	Eiffel	Dinner	at	Semilla	Ah,	Paris!	The	city	where	every	street	corner	tells	a	story	and	every	cafe	tempts	you	with	fresh	croissants.	Planning	your	Paris	adventure	can	feel	overwhelming	–	after	all,	how	do	you	fit	2,000	years	of	history,	130	museums,	and	44,000	restaurants	into	one	trip?	Don’t	worry,	I’ve	got	you	covered!
Did	you	know	that	the	average	visitor	only	sees	20%	of	Paris’s	major	attractions?	Let’s	change	that!	As	a	couple	who’s	helped	thousands	of	travelers	plan	their	perfect	Paris	experience	with	our	videos,	we’re	here	to	share	the	ultimate	Paris	itinerary	that	maximizes	your	time	while	avoiding	the	dreaded	tourist	burnout.	Ready	to	fall	in	love	with	the	City
of	Light?	Allez,	on	y	va!	As	Audrey	Hepburn	said	it	in	a	movie	a	while	back,	Paris	is	always	a	good	idea!	But	when	you’re	planning	a	trip	and	it	might	be	the	only	one	you	make	to	the	city	of	light,	you	might	want	to	pick	the	time	of	year	that	suits	you	best.	Know	that	Paris	and	France	has	a	continental	climate	with	4	very	distinct	seasons	where	it’s	cold
in	the	winter,	nice	in	the	spring,	hot	in	the	summer	and	rainy	in	autumn.	To	help	you	decide,	here’s	a	few	info	about	each	time	of	year:	March	through	may:	this	is	considered	the	spring	(until	early	june	actually).	You	will	find	a	nice	weather	during	the	day,	not	too	hot.	Usually	chill	or	slightly	cold	in	the	evening.	It’s	a	time	of	year	when	it’s	not	too
crowded,	yet	the	weather	is	nice	and	not	too	extreme	in	cold	or	heat.	June	through	august:	These	are	the	summer	months,	therefor	it’s	pretty	hot.	Remember	that	most	hotels	in	Paris	don’t	haver	A/C.	It’s	also	the	vacation	time	in	many	countries	to	expect	loads	of	crowds.	August	is	a	vacation	months	in	France	and	many	shops,	restaurants	and	other
places	can	be	closed	for	2	to	3	weeks.	Days	are	also	a	lot	longer	which	makes	you	stay	very	pleasant.	September	through	november:	Here	comes	autumn.	September	is	a	pretty	nice	month	when	it	comes	to	the	weather,	and	a	lot	less	crowded.	Then	october	and	november	are	pretty	rainy	and	days	are	getting	shorter.	You	have	less	crowd	but	you’re
planning	lots	of	outdoor	activities	you	might	have	to	reschedule.	December	through	February:	Winter	time	&	Christmas.	Winter	is	a	fun	time	of	year	if	you	don’t	mind	the	cold.	With	the	end	of	year	celebrations	approaching,	markets	open	up	around	towns	which	sells	artisanal	goods	and	things	to	eat.	Very	crowded	around	christmas,	the	rest	of	the
time	you	won’t	be	bothered	by	tourists.	Picking	when	to	hit	up	Paris	can	change	your	whole	vibe.	Paris	is	calling	all	year	long,	but	certain	months	make	everything	extra	special	with	killer	weather,	less	hustle,	and	the	good	kind	of	buzz.	MonthAvg	High	(°F)Avg	Low	(°F)CrowdsEvents/FestivalsApril6045ChillCherry	Blossoms,	Paris
MarathonMay6550PackedFrench	Open,	Night	of	MuseumsJune7055BusyMusic	FestivalOctober6045ChillMontmartre	Wine	Harvest	Festival,	Nuit	BlancheDecember4535JammedChristmas	Markets,	New	Year’s	Eve	All	throughout	the	year,	Paris	tosses	in	some	epic	events	and	celebrations	that	make	the	trip	that	much	sweeter.	For	those	hunting	down
the	perfect	blend	of	comfy	weather	and	fewer	crowds,	April	and	October	are	your	golden	tickets	to	Paris.	The	scenes	are	postcard-perfect,	the	weather	is	just	right	for	an	outdoor	spree,	and	there’s	no	better	backdrop	for	your	Paris	memories.	Peek	at	our	paris	itinerary	for	more	planning	hacks	that’ll	have	you	living	your	best	Paris	life.	Each	time	of
year	can	be	very	well	adapted	for	your	Paris	itinerary,	you	need	to	know	what	works	best	for	you.	There’s	a	saying	that	goes,	“you	will	discover	something	new	everyday	in	Paris”,	and	we	feel	this	is	100%	accurate.	Even	after	being	in	the	city	day	after	day,	you	will	always	find	more	to	do	in	Paris,	new	café,	restaurants,	art	exposition	or	shop.	You	name
it!	The	city	is	well	alive.	On	average,	visitors	come	to	Paris	for	4	to	5	days.	That	will	be	enough	to	discover	main	attractions,	keep	some	time	to	stroll	around	the	city	and	clearly	make	the	best	of	your	stay.	Paris	can	get	expensive	so	you	also	need	to	adjust	to	your	budget	and	what	you	need	to	do.	If	you	want	to	get	a	feel	for	the	city,	we	recommend	a
minimum	of	3	days	in	Paris	to	make	it	worth	a	trip	even	as	a	Euro	trip.	Both	major	international	airports	are	out	of	the	city.	CDG	airport	serving	long	distance	international	(North	&	South	America,	Asia,	Africa,	Middle-east,	France	&	all	of	Europe),	while	Orly	or	ORY	serves	shorter	distances	(Europe,	North	Africa,	Europe).	It	is	pretty	easy	to	access
the	airports	from	and	to	the	city	by	public	transportation	(around	1	hour	each	way)	or	car	(40min	to	1	hour	depending	on	trafic).	You	can	check	out	our	guide	for	transfers	from	Paris	airports	to	find	the	best	alternative	for	you.	You	must	always	be	careful	of	taxi	scams	at	Paris	airports	as	they’re	very	active	and	could	ruin	your	arrival.	To	prevent	that,
check	our	recommended	transfer	services	from	Paris	airports.	There	are	around	1500	hotels	in	Paris,	so	how	can	you	find	the	perfect	one	for	your	stay?	Good	question	and	we’ve	answered	that	question	for	you	with	our	125	Paris	Hotels	Guide	that	you	can	download.	With	that	being	said,	there	are	hotels	for	every	budget,	style,	need	and
neighborhoods.	You	can	look	where	to	stay	in	Paris	on	this	page	or	simply	check	these	suggestions	below.	There	you	have	it	–	your	perfect	Paris	itinerary!	Whether	you’re	dreaming	of	sunrise	at	the	Eiffel	Tower	or	sunset	from	Montmartre,	this	guide	ensures	you’ll	experience	the	best	of	Paris	without	missing	those	magical	moments	that	make	the	city
special.	Remember,	the	best	Paris	experience	balances	iconic	sights	with	hidden	gems,	and	leaves	room	for	spontaneous	discoveries.	Ready	to	start	your	Parisian	adventure?	You	can	print	this	version	of	the	itinerary,	and	don’t	forget	to	tag	us	in	your	Paris	photos!	Right	in	the	center	of	town	so	very	easy	to	access,	coming	to	the	Louvre	is	also	coming
to	the	biggest	museum	in	the	world.	Art	buffs,	this	one’s	for	you.	Begin	with	a	few	hours	lost	in	the	Louvre’s	treasure	vault—say	“hi”	to	the	Mona	Lisa.	The	louvre	is	also	home	to	many	other	pieces	like	the	Venus	de	milo.	Check	this	article	to	see	all	masterpieces	in	the	Louvre	you	must	see	in	less	than	3	hours.	MuseumTime	SpentHighlightsLouvre3
hoursMona	Lisa,	Venus	de	Milo,	plus	Egyptian	treasures.	In	a	nearby	restaurant	of	the	Louvre.	Check	out	our	recommended	restaurants	on	this	link.	Suggested	option	you	can	check	out	:	Louise	Café,	small	bistro	for	lunch	between	20	and	€30	After	lunch	we	would	head	over	to	the	Palais	Royale	which	is	King	Louis	the	14th’s	childhood	home	and
where	you’ll	find	the	Royal	Gardens	and	the	iconic	Instagram	famous	stripe	columns.	Further,	there’s	a	small	gardens	with	galleries	you	might	want	to	check	out.	Next	let’s	head	over	to	the	Tuileries	Gardens,	these	Royal	Gardens	are	an	amazing	placeto	take	a	stroll.	This	is	also	where	you’ll	find	the	arcade	style	Summer	Festival	and	the	largest
Christmas	Market	in	all	of	Paris.	And	if	you’re	lucky	enough	to	be	here	when	it’s	taking	place,	take	the	time	to	go	on	the	giant	ferris	wheel	because	the	views	from	the	top	are	stunning	After	the	Tuileries,	head	over	to	place	de	la	Concorde,	this	is	the	largest	Public	Square	in	Paris.	It’s	probably	best	known	as	the	place	where	the	guillotine	executions
took	place	during	the	French	Revolution,	including	Mar	Antoinette.	It	is	also	another	excellent	place	for	photos	with	the	fabulous	fountains,	a	view	of	the	Eiffel	Tower	and	the	Arc	de	Triomphe	as	this	is	the	bottom	of	the	Champs	Elysées.	As	a	side	note,	off	to	the	northwest	corner	is	where	you’ll	find	the	US	Embassy	Let’s	walk	in	the	direction	of	the
Eiffel	Tower	and	take	a	stroll	along	the	Seine.	It	will	be	very	pretty	and	you	will	quickly	get	yourself	to	the	most	photographed	bridge	in	Paris	which	is	the	bridge	Alexander	III.	You’re	going	to	want	to	give	yourself	some	time	to	enjoy	the	view,	take	a	few	photos	and	realize	you’re	in	Paris.	Then	you	can	walk	up	the	street	and	cross	the	Grand	Palais	and
Petit	Palais	(Home	to	some	of	the	2024	Olympic	Games	events)	and	found	yourself	on	the	world	famous	Champs	Elysées.	On	your	left	will	the	the	Arc	de	Triomphe	and	on	your	right	you	will	have	Place	de	la	Concorde	where	you	were	earlier.	The	huge	avenue	is	a	place	where	you	will	find	a	lot	of	fancy	shopping	and	you	can	also	find	cafes,	ice	creams



shops	etc.	Pro	tip:	before	you	sit	at	a	café,	make	you	sure	check	the	prices.	You	could	go	up	the	Arc	de	Triomphe	if	you	bought	a	ticket	ahead	of	time.	To	finish	up	the	day,	we	recommend	a	restaurant	we	love	in	this	neighborhood	which	is	good	and	simple	at	the	same	time.	Chez	Savy,	Traditionnal	French	food	in	a	typical	parisian	restaurant.	Count	50€
per	person	for	a	very	nice	meal.	This	was	a	long	day	and	your	legs	are	probably	very	tired.	It’s	not	unusual	to	log	20,000	steps	a	day	while	in	Paris	and	this	is	a	great	way	to	see	the	town.	Back	to	your	hotel	to	rest,	because	day	2	will	also	be	a	big	day.	We	would	both	skip	the	hotel	breakfast	and	hear	towards	a	nearby	boulangerie	for	a	croissants,	pain
au	chocolat	and	coffee.	You	can	use	Google	Maps	for	find	the	nearest	to	where	you	stay	or	use	our	guide	for	the	best	bakeries	in	Paris.	Pro	tip:	Make	sure	the	one	you	pick	says	“boulangerie	artisanale”	which	are	held	to	higher	quality	standards.	Notre-Dame	has	finally	reopened	after	5	years	of	renovation	following	the	2019	devastating	fire.	It	is	one
of	the	most	famous	building	and	the	line	to	get	in	the	building	is	quite	long.	Be	ready	to	wait	a	couple	of	hours.	However,	you	can	still	walk	around	the	building,	in	the	gardens	behind	it	to	make	some	memories.	Entrance	is	free.	Sainte-ChapelleWith	its	magnificient	stain	glass	windows,	this	building	is	one	of	our	favorite	and	totally	worth	a	visit.	You
will	need	a	ticket	to	get	in	at	€13	per	adult	and	the	visit	takes	around	60	min.	Head	towards	Les	Jardins	du	Luxembourg	and	grab	lunch	on	the	way	to	the	different	available	options.	Food	recommandation:	Le	Prince	Racine,	traditional	french	food,	€20	to	€30	per	person	Take	a	stroll	through	Le	Jardin	du	Luxembourg	where	you’ll	find	the	beautiful
Medici	Fountain,	the	sailboat	Pond,	lots	of	places	to	play	and	relax	and	one	of	thefour	statues	of	Liberty	in	the	City	of	Lights.	If	the	busy	pace	of	your	travels	is	taken	a	toll,	take	some	time	to	relax	and	soak	in	the	peaceful	ambience.	Lots	of	locals	come	here	on	their	lunch	break	to	take	a	nap	read	a	book	or	just	people	watch.Next	we	would	take	the	10-
minute	walk	to	the	Bon	Marché	department	store	and	while	the	store	is	nice	the	real	thing	to	come	for	is	the	grand	épicerie,	there’s	actually	a	whole	grocery	store.	It’s	next	to	the	deli	part	which	is	just	behind	the	area	where	you’ll	find	the	most	amazing	dessert.	Take	the	metro	from	the	stop	Sèvres-Babylone	to	La	Motte-Picquet	Grenelle,	an	18	minute
ride	to	get	to	the	Champs	de	Mars,	the	park	behind	the	Eiffel	Tower.	You	can	take	a	moment	to	relax	on	the	lawn,	take	a	small	break	and	then	take	your	chance	to	climb	the	Eiffel	Tower.	Pro	tip:	It	is	an	area	where	you	can	meet	a	lot	of	scammers,	pickpockets	and	other	distubing	people.	Check	out	article	about	Paris	scams	to	be	alert.	Even	after	being
there	so	many	times,	we	always	get	blown	when	walking	by	the	tower.	Pro	tip:	Even	though	this	is	a	must-do,	the	Eiffel	Tower	is	often	crowded	and	there	can	be	a	long	wait.	Getting	a	Skip-the-line	tour	of	the	Eiffel	Tower	is	a	must.	After	the	Eiffel	Tower,	cross	the	bridge	towards	the	Trocadero	to	get	a	better	view	of	this	monument	and	make	a	couple
pictures	for	your	albums.	Two	dinner	recommandations	nearby:	This	is	the	end	of	a	second	long	day	and	your	feet	probably	need	some	rest.	And	so	do	you.	This	is	the	moment	when	you’re	very	happy	you	brought	some	good	walking	shoes.	Check	out	the	walking	shoes	we	use	to	go	on	these	adventures.	Montmartre	is	a	village	and	it	sometimes
overlooked	by	first-time	travelers.	For	us,	it’s	a	must-do	to	make	your	Paris	itinerary	complete.	From	there,	you	will	find	local	life,	dozens	of	restaurants,	shops,	a	ton	of	charm	and	some	incredible	views	from	Paris.	Depending	on	where	you	stay,	it	can	take	a	little	bit	of	time	to	get	there,	but	once	you	arrive,	you	fall	for	the	charm	of	the	place.The
awesome	thing	is	that	the	strolling	is	absolutely	free	so	you	can	really	make	the	best	of	your	time	there.	There	are	a	lot	of	stairs	in	Montmartre,	so	if	this	is	an	obstacle	for	you,	use	the	funicular,	it’s	only	€2.	Sacré	Coeur	church	in	Montmartre	Montmartre	is	where	the	famous	movie	Amélie	Poulain	was	filmed,	it	is	also	home	to	many	artists	that	you
will	see	on	some	walls,	the	Sacré-Coeur,	Place	du	tertre	and	the	iconic	Moulin	Rouge.	We	would	start	the	day	with	a	walking	food	tour	to	taste	the	flavors	of	the	local	shops	with	a	local	expert	to	help	you	get	most	of	it.	We	of	course	recommend	the	food	tours	by	Vincent	(Antoine’s	brother),	who	owned	a	restaurant	for	40+	years	and	is	a	very
knowledgeable.	Check	his	Montmartre	food	tours	here.	Main	attractions	in	Montmartre	from	the	bottom	to	the	top:	Moulin	Rouge	Cobble	stone	streets	to	the	top	Place	du	Tertre	(where	you	can	get	sketched	by	an	artist)	Sacré-Coeur	Pro	tip:	for	a	small	fee	(€8	per	person),	you	can	get	to	the	top	of	Sacré-Coeur	and	get	an	incredible	view	of	the	city.	As
an	alternative	day,	we	would	recommend	to	go	visit	the	Palace	of	Versailles.	This	would	require	an	early	start	as	the	castle	is	45	minutes	outside	of	Paris	by	train.	It	takes	anywhere	between	5	to	7	hours	to	visit	and	you	will	be	able	to	discover	many	historical	places.	By	train,	take	the	RER	C	(45	min)	and	then	it’s	a	10	min	walk	to	the	Palace.	Getting	a
timestamped	ticket	is	recommended	for	Versailles.	You	can	even	download	a	free	audio	guide	from	the	website	if	you	figure	out	instructions	(We	haven’t	yet…	☹	).	It	is	a	place	where	having	a	guided	tour	makes	a	lot	of	sense	to	save	up	time,	see	the	most	important	things	and	get	a	memorable	experience.	There’s	so	much	history	and	art,	having
someone	walk	you	through	and	describe	what	you’re	seeing	is	a	must.	They	usually	take	two	to	three	hours.	Dinner	recommandations:	Show	at	the	Moulin	Rouge	L’Atelier	de	Joël	Robuchon	Le	Bon	George	Dinner	cruise	(Le	Calife)	Feeling	adventurous?	Slot	in	a	day	at	Giverny	(Monet’s	house)	if	you’ve	got	time	and	want	to	see	more	of	the	country	side.
Fun	for	folks	of	all	sizes,	it’s	a	great	way	to	cap	off	your	time	here.	ActivityTime	SpentTipsGiverny	Day	TripHalf	dayTo	make	it	a	full	day,	you	can	add	the	city	of	Auvers	sur	Oise.	For	more	Parisian	nuggets,	check	out	our	page	on	things	to	do	in	Paris.	Enjoy	Paris	with	our	laid-back	travel	plans,	leaving	you	with	plenty	of	memories	and	time	to	enjoy!
Walk	Whenever	Possible	Loads	of	must-see	spots	are	a	short	walk	from	each	other.	Taking	a	stroll	lets	you	soak	in	all	that	beautiful	Parisian	architecture	and	vibe.	Choose	Convenient	Passes	Long	trip?	Snag	a	Paris	Visit	pass	for	endless	rides	on	metro,	RER,	buses,	and	trams.	For	shorter	visits,	the	Mobilis	day	pass	will	do	the	trick.	Use	Applications
Apps	like	Citymapper	or	Paris	Metro	Map	are	lifesavers	for	navigating	public	transport.	They	offer	real-time	updates,	routes,	and	insights	that	are	super	handy.	Scenic	Routes	Buses	might	take	their	sweet	time,	but	they	offer	great	views	of	the	city.	Plus,	they’re	on	the	road	longer	than	the	metro.	Plan	for	Attractions	The	RER	trains	are	your	best	bet
for	reaching	spots	like	the	Versailles	Palace	and	Disneyland	Paris.	Check	those	timetables	and	try	to	dodge	peak	hours.	Colleen	Dupont	Colleen	is	the	co-founder	of	Les	Frenchies	Travel.	She's	been	traveling	France	for	35+	years	and	co-produced	over	200	videos	about	Paris	and	counting.	Colleen	fell	in	love	with	the	city	after	her	first	Parisian
breakfast	and	later	met	her	husband	Antoine	while	in	Paris.	Having	traveled	extensively	across	the	US,	Central	and	South	America,	and	finally	Europe,	she	and	Antoine	invite	you	to	enjoy	the	beauty	and	joys	of	Paris	and	France	through	their	weekly	videos,	social	media,	and	expert	travel	guides.	Facebook	Flipboard	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links.
When	you	make	a	purchase	using	one	of	these	affiliate	links,	we	get	paid	a	small	commission	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	Paris,	the	capital	of	France,	is	world	renowned	for	its	iconic	landmarks,	world-class	museums,	and	picturesque	streets	lined	with	outdoor	cafes	and	boutique	shops.	The	Eiffel	Tower,	Arc	de	Triomphe,	Louvre,	Notre	Dame	Cathedral,
Seine	River,	Champs-Élysées,	and	hilly	streets	of	Montmartre	are	some	of	Paris’	most	famous	sights,	but	you	can	also	explore	its	historic	neighborhoods,	dine	in	an	outdoor	café,	and	day	trip	to	Versailles.	A	visit	to	Paris	is	filled	with	unforgettable	experiences.	Tim	and	I	are	frequent	visitors	to	Paris.	In	this	guide,	we	provide	everything	you	need	to
know	about	how	to	plan	a	perfect	trip	to	Paris,	from	the	best	things	to	do,	where	to	eat,	where	to	stay,	and	how	to	plan	your	time	with	lots	of	insider	tips.	Join	us	as	we	uncover	the	best	of	Paris,	from	its	must-see	sights,	enchanting	neighborhoods,	and	top	restaurants	and	hotels.	Bienvenue	à	Paris!	Here	is	a	step-by-step	guide	to	how	to	plan	your	trip
to	Paris.	We	will	cover	all	of	these	steps	later	in	this	guide,	but	here	is	a	quick	overview.	1.	Determine	how	many	days	you	can	spend	in	Paris.	2.	What	days	of	the	week	will	you	be	in	Paris?	If	your	visit	falls	on	a	Monday	or	Tuesday,	be	aware	that	all	of	the	museums	won’t	be	open,	so	you	will	have	to	adjust	your	itinerary	or	skip	one	of	these	attractions.
3.	Where	else	do	you	plan	to	go?	If	your	trip	to	Paris	is	part	of	a	bigger	trip	to	Europe,	don’t	miss	our	10	day	itineraries	that	include	other	cities,	such	as	London,	Amsterdam,	and	Brussels.	I	also	recommend	taking	a	look	at	our	France	Travel	Guide,	which	also	has	information	about	the	Alsace	Region,	the	French	Riviera	and	Provence,	and	Chamonix.
4.	Check	hotel	prices	and	availability.	Make	your	hotel	reservation.	Refer	to	our	article	Where	to	Stay	in	Paris	on	Your	First	Visit	for	hotel	and	apartment	recommendations.	5.	Reserve	tickets	in	advance.	Some	attraction	tickets	become	available	several	months	in	advance,	but	some	sites,	like	the	Eiffel	Tower,	open	their	tickets	up	30	days	in	advance.
If	you	will	be	using	the	Paris	Museum	Pass,	you	will	have	to	make	time	slot	reservations	in	advance	for	a	few	sites,	with	the	Louvre	Museum	being	on	this	list.	6.	Sign	up	for	any	tours	you	plan	to	take.	7.	Make	your	dinner	reservations.	This	is	best	done	at	least	1	to	2	weeks	in	advance,	but	for	very	popular	restaurants,	such	as	Le	Jules	Verne	on	the
Eiffel	Tower,	these	need	to	be	reserved	months	in	advance.	8.	Enjoy	your	time	in	Paris!	The	view	from	the	Arc	de	Triomphe	The	city	center	of	Paris	is	bisected	by	the	Seine	River.	The	main	sites	in	Paris	are	clustered	on	either	side	of	this	river.	The	Right	Bank	(Rive	Droite)	refers	to	the	area	of	Paris	that	is	north	of	the	Seine	River.	This	is	where	you	will
find	the	Champs-Élysées,	the	Arc	de	Triomphe,	the	Louvre,	the	Marais,	and	Palais	Garnier,	just	to	name	a	few	sites.	The	Left	Bank	(Rive	Gauche)	refers	to	the	area	of	Paris	that	is	south	of	the	Seine	River.	This	is	where	you	will	find	Musée	d’Orsay,	the	Rodin	Museum,	and	the	Latin	Quarter.	There	are	also	two	islands	that	sit	within	the	Seine	River,	Île
de	la	Cité	and	Île	Saint-Louis.	This	is	where	you	will	find	Notre	Dame	Cathedral	and	Sainte	Chapelle.	Spiraling	out	from	the	Seine	River	are	the	20	arrondissements	of	Paris.	An	arrondissement	is	a	district.	They	are	numbered	1	to	20,	starting	with	1	at	the	tip	of	Île	de	la	Cité	and	spiraling	out	clockwise	from	here.	The	lower	numbered	arrondissements
are	located	near	the	Seine	River	and	the	higher	numbered	arrondissements	are	located	farther	from	the	city	center.	Finally,	there	are	many	different	neighborhoods	in	Paris.	Some	of	these	neighborhoods	are	located	in	more	than	one	arrondissement.	For	example,	the	Marais	is	located	in	the	3rd	and	4th	arrondissements.	Other	famous	neighborhoods
are	Saint-Germain-de-Prés	(6th	arrondissement),	Montmartre	(18th	arrondisement),	and	the	Latin	Quarter	(5th	arrondissement).	How	to	Use	This	Map:	Click	the	icons	on	the	map	to	get	more	information	about	each	point	of	interest.	To	take	this	map	with	you,	click	the	star	next	to	the	title	of	the	map	which	adds	it	to	your	Google	account.	Next,	within
your	Google	Maps	app,	select	‘Saved’	and	then	select	‘Maps’.	This	map	title	will	now	appear	in	your	list.	In	general,	spring	and	fall	are	the	best	times	of	the	year	to	visit	Paris.	During	this	time,	the	weather	is	great	for	sightseeing	and	crowds	tend	to	be	lower	than	the	busy	summer	months.	But	here	is	a	breakdown	by	season	of	what	you	can	expect	in
Paris:	WINTER:	Paris	is	cold	during	the	winter	months,	with	average	high’s	ranging	from	5	to	7°C	(mid-40’s	Fahrenheit)	and	the	average	low	hovering	just	above	freezing.	Rainfall	is	slightly	higher	than	most	of	the	other	seasons,	with	Paris	getting	about	8	days	of	rainfall	per	month	in	the	winter.	Skies	tend	to	be	overcast	on	a	regular	basis.	SPRING:
The	spring	brings	warmer	temperatures	and	clearer	skies.	In	early	April,	the	average	high	temperature	is	still	on	the	cooler	side	(about	16°C	or	60°F).	The	average	high	in	May	is	19°C	(66°F)	but	it	can	be	much	warmer	than	this,	on	unusually	warm	days.	April	is	a	beautiful	month	to	visit	Paris,	when	the	trees	begin	getting	leaves	and	flowers	are	in
bloom.	If	your	visit	will	coincide	with	Easter,	don’t	miss	our	post	about	what	it	is	like	to	be	in	Paris	during	Easter.	SUMMER:	Summers	are	warm	with	sunny	skies.	The	average	high	is	24°C	(76°F)	but	during	a	heat	wave,	it	can	get	up	to	38°C	(100°F).	This	doesn’t	happen	every	year,	but	it	is	a	possibility.	Crowds	are	at	their	highest	during	the	summer.
FALL:	In	fall,	the	weather	turns	cooler	and	rain	chances	increase	slightly	over	the	summer	months.	October	is	another	beautiful	month	to	visit	Paris,	with	cool	weather	and	a	hint	of	fall	colors.	VERDICT:	Our	favorite	months	to	visit	Paris	are	April	and	October.	The	weather	is	wonderful	and	crowds	aren’t	at	their	peak	levels.	The	list	of	things	to	do	in
Paris	is	very	long.	Take	a	look	at	our	article	Best	Things	to	Do	in	Paris	for	the	full,	detailed	list,	but	here	are	the	top	experiences	if	it’s	your	first	time	in	Paris.	Eiffel	Tower.	The	Eiffel	Tower	is	Paris’	most	recognizable	landmarks.	Ride	the	elevator	or	take	the	stairs	to	1st,	2nd,	and	3rd	levels	for	panoramic	views	of	Paris.	Check	out	our	article	How	to
Visit	the	Eiffel	Tower	for	helpful	tips	to	have	the	best	experience.	The	Louvre.	This	is	the	world’s	largest,	most	visited	art	museum.	Home	to	the	Mona	Lisa,	Venus	de	Milo,	Egyptian	and	Mesopotamian	artifacts,	sculptures	carved	by	Michelangelo,	and	more	(much	more!),	this	is	not	to	be	missed.	In	our	How	to	Visit	the	Louvre	guide,	we	list	walking
tours,	from	a	quick,	efficient	1	hour	tour	of	the	must-see	sights	to	longer	tours	that	take	you	deeper	into	the	Louvre.	The	Louvre	Arc	de	Triomphe.	Sitting	on	a	massive	roundabout,	at	the	top	of	the	Champs-Élysées,	the	Arc	de	Triomphe	is	another	important	Parisian	landmark.	The	view	from	the	top	of	the	Arc	is	one	of	the	best	in	the	city.	Arc	de
Triomphe	Notre	Dame	Cathedral.	This	is	one	of	the	oldest	and	grandest	cathedrals	in	the	world.	It	was	severely	damaged	in	2019	from	a	fire	but	reopened	at	the	end	of	2024.	Notre	Dame	Montmartre.	Wander	the	maze	of	hilly	streets,	have	your	portrait	drawn	at	Place	du	Tertre,	and	have	a	drink	at	one	of	many	cafes	that	spill	out	onto	the	streets
here.	Sacre-Coeur	Basilica.	The	Sacre-Coeur	Basilica	sits	atop	the	highest	hill	in	Paris.	Join	the	crowds	on	the	steps	and	watch	the	sunset.	You	also	have	the	option	to	climb	the	300	steps	to	the	top	of	the	dome	for	an	even	better	view.	Sacre	Coeur	Dine	at	a	street	café.	Throughout	the	city,	cafés	spill	out	onto	the	city	streets.	Grab	a	table	and	have
lunch	or	a	glass	of	wine,	the	perfect	way	to	take	a	break	from	sightseeing.	Stroll	the	Champs-Élysées.	This	famous	street	runs	from	Place	de	la	Concorde	to	the	Arc	de	Triomphe.	Musée	d’Orsay.	Musée	d’Orsay	houses	the	largest	collection	of	Impressionist	art	in	the	world	inside	of	Gare	d’Orsay,	an	old	train	station.	Versailles.	This	opulent	palace	was
the	summer	home	for	royalty	and	for	a	short	period	of	time,	was	the	seat	of	the	government.	Learn	how	to	plan	your	day	trip	in	our	guide	How	to	Visit	Versailles.	Hall	of	Mirrors,	Versailles	Pompidou	Centre.	The	Pompidou	Centre	is	the	largest	modern	art	museum	in	Europe.	It	has	an	interesting	design,	with	all	of	its	plumbing	and	pipes	located	on	the
exterior	of	the	museum,	color-coded	in	vibrant	colors.	It’s	definitely	a	unique	sight	to	see.	Seine	River.	Go	for	a	scenic	walk	along	the	Seine	River,	photographing	Notre	Dame	Cathedral,	Île	de	la	Cité,	and	the	historic	bridges	that	cross	the	river.	You	also	have	an	option	to	take	a	cruise,	from	a	short	1-hour	scenic	cruise	to	sunset	dinner	cruises.	The
Catacombs.	Descend	under	the	streets	of	Paris	and	tour	the	labyrinth	of	tunnels	lined	with	human	bones.	In	the	18th	century,	cemeteries	around	Paris	were	cleared	and	the	bones	were	moved	to	these	underground	tunnels.	Now,	this	is	the	final	resting	place	of	six	million	Parisians.	Paris	Neighborhoods.	Spend	some	time	visiting	Paris’	historic
neighborhoods,	such	as	the	Marais,	Saint-Germain-des-Prés,	and	Montmartre.	The	major	museums	in	Paris	are	not	open	7	days	a	week.	This	is	important	to	know	as	you	plan	your	itinerary.	Mondays	and	Tuesdays	are	the	days	when	many	museums	in	Paris	close,	so	ideally,	plan	your	visit	for	Wednesday	through	Sunday.	Paris	Museums	closed	on
Monday:	Musée	d’Orsay	Musee	Rodin	Versailles	Paris	Museums	closed	on	Tuesday:	Louvre	Musée	l’Orangerie	Pompidou	Centre	Musée	D’Orsay	Ideally,	plan	on	spending	at	least	three	days	in	Paris.	This	gives	you	just	enough	time	to	visit	the	highlights,	explore	a	few	neighborhoods,	dine	at	a	few	restaurants,	and	day	trip	to	Versailles.	If	you	have
three	days,	take	a	look	at	our	3	Days	in	Paris	itinerary.	With	2	days	in	Paris,	you	can	see	the	main	highlights	in	two	very	busy	days.	It	will	be	a	whirlwind	of	a	visit	and	booking	your	entrance	tickets	in	advance	will	be	key	in	maximizing	your	time,	but	what	an	amazing	2	days	it	will	be!	With	four	or	more	days	in	Paris,	you	can	spend	more	time	exploring
its	neighborhoods,	taking	food	tours	or	day	trips	to	nearby	sites,	and	slow	down	a	little	bit,	so	you	can	savor	your	time	in	Paris,	rather	than	racing	through	it.	With	one	day	in	Paris,	take	your	pick	from	a	few	key	sights	in	Paris	(the	Eiffel	Tower,	Arc	de	Triomphe,	Notre	Dame	Cathedral,	and	a	museum	or	two	top	the	list	for	most	first-time	visitors).
Purchase	your	tickets	online	in	advance	(the	Paris	Museum	Pass	does	not	have	a	one-day	option)	to	avoid	spending	your	very	valuable	time	waiting	in	line.	The	best	ways	to	get	around	Paris	are	on	foot	and	by	metro.	Paris	is	a	large	city,	so	it	is	almost	impossible	to	walk	everywhere,	unless	you	want	to	log	a	lot	of	steps	for	the	day.	The	Metro	The	metro
is	the	best	way	to	cover	longer	distances	in	Paris.	The	metro	system	is	fast,	efficient,	and	budget	friendly.	We	use	it	very	frequently	to	get	around	Paris.	You	can	download	an	app	on	your	phone	that	has	a	Paris	metro	map.	You	input	where	you	are	and	where	you	want	to	go	and	the	app	gives	you	the	route.	We	have	used	the	Paris	Metro	Map	and
Routes	app	available	in	the	Apple	Store.	On	our	most	recent	trip,	we	used	Google	Maps	to	get	around.	It	was	great	at	giving	us	a	walking	route	to	the	metro	station,	the	metro	route,	and	the	walking	route	to	our	final	destination.	Plus,	it’s	free	(but	you	will	need	data	on	your	phone).	For	example,	if	we	were	standing	in	Champ	de	Mars	next	to	the	Eiffel
Tower	and	needed	to	get	to	the	Louvre,	Google	gave	us	the	walking	route	to	the	closest	metro	station,	the	metro	route,	and	walking	directions	to	the	Louvre	entrance.	The	RER	The	RER	is	a	train	line	that	connects	Paris	to	sites	in	the	suburbs,	Charles	de	Gaulle	Airport,	and	Versailles.	This	is	a	cheap,	handy	way	to	get	to	places	outside	of	the	city
center,	rather	than	taking	a	taxi	or	Uber.	You	can	purchase	a	ticket	for	this	specific	journey,	or	if	you	will	be	using	a	travel	card	(more	on	that	soon),	you’ll	need	to	make	sure	you	get	one	that	includes	all	zones	of	travel	you	will	be	accessing.	By	bus,	you	can	get	around	by	public	bus	or	on	a	hop-on	hop-off	bus	tour	of	Paris.	We	have	only	used	the	bus
one	time,	to	get	out	to	Pere	Lechaise	Cemetery,	because	the	metro	is	usually	the	more	convenient	mode	of	public	transportation.	You	can	also	use	taxis	and	a	ride	share	app,	like	Uber,	to	get	around	Paris.	These	are	slower	than	the	metro,	and	pricier.	The	T+	Ticket	is	a	single	journey	ticket	that	gives	you	one	trip	on	the	metro,	bus,	RER,	or
Montmartre	funicular.	They	can	be	purchased	individually	or	in	a	pack	of	10	at	metro	and	RER	stations	or	on	the	public	buses	(not	the	hop-on	hop-off	buses).	A	single	ticket	costs	€2.50.	The	Paris	Visite	Pass	gives	you	unlimited	rides	on	the	metro,	bus,	RER,	trams,	and	Montmarte	funicular	within	a	specific	window	of	time.	The	Paris	Visite	pass	can	be
purchased	for	1,	2,	3,	or	5	days.	It	includes	all	5	zones,	including	the	Paris	city	center,	Charles	de	Gualle	airport,	Orly	Airport,	the	Palace	of	Versailles,	and	Disneyland.	A	1-day	pass	costs	€29.90,	a	2-day	pass	costs	€44.45,	and	a	3-day	pass	costs	€62.30.	The	Paris	Visite	pass	is	sold	in	metro	and	RER	stations.	Learn	more	and	get	updated	pricing	here.
The	Paris	Navigo	Pass	is	a	travel	card	that	is	used	by	locals	in	Paris.	If	you	will	be	in	Paris	for	several	days,	it	might	be	cheaper	than	the	Paris	Visite	pass.	The	Navigo	pass	gives	you	unlimited	rides	on	the	metro,	bus,	RER,	trams,	and	Montmartre	funicular.	It	costs	€5	to	purchase	the	card	and	then	there	is	a	weekly	fare	(€31.60	for	zones	1-5).	The
period	of	validity	for	the	Paris	Navigo	Pass	is	sold	in	weeks	(valid	from	Monday	through	Sunday).	If	your	visit	crosses	over	this	period	(for	example,	if	you	will	be	in	Paris	from	Sunday	through	Tuesday)	you	will	need	two	of	these	weekly	fares,	so	the	prices	are	similar.	To	purchase	the	pass,	go	to	any	metro	or	RER	station.	You	will	need	your	passport	to
purchase	the	pass.	Learn	more	and	get	pricing	on	the	official	website.	Eiffel	Tower	The	Paris	Museum	Pass	covers	your	entrance	fee	into	many	of	the	major	attractions	in	Paris	and	it	allows	you	to	skip	the	ticket	lines.	Just	be	aware	that	it	does	not	guarantee	getting	into	every	attraction	without	a	line.	During	busy	times,	you	still	may	have	to	queue	for
security.	If	you	follow	our	2-day	and	3-day	Paris	itineraries,	there	are	savings	with	the	Museum	Pass,	so	we	recommend	getting	it.	You	can	order	it	ahead	of	time	or	purchase	it	at	your	first	attraction	(this	is	what	we	do).	Learn	more	about	the	Paris	Museum	Pass,	including	pricing	and	the	attractions	it	covers,	on	the	official	website.	You	may	also	hear
about	something	called	the	Paris	Pass.	This	pass	is	pricier	than	the	Museum	Pass	and	includes	a	lot	of	extra	experiences	that	we	don’t	list	in	our	itineraries	(such	as	the	Paris	Aquarium,	a	hop-on	hop-off	bus	tour,	and	a	walking	tour),	so	we	don’t	recommend	purchasing	this	pass.	However,	if	some	of	these	activities	interest	you,	then	it	is	worth	taking	a
look	at	what	the	Paris	Pass	has	to	offer.	Our	Recommendation	Purchase	the	Museum	Pass	(there	are	different	durations,	choose	the	one	that	coincides	with	the	number	of	days	you	will	be	in	Paris)	and	a	Paris	Visite	Pass.	The	Paris	Visite	Pass	and	the	Navigo	Pass	covers	your	transportation	on	the	metro,	RER,	bus,	and	the	Montmartre	funicular.	You
can	purchase	this	pass	at	the	ticket	booths	in	the	metro	stations	(we	purchase	ours	just	before	our	first	ride	on	the	metro).	Learn	more	here.	From	street	food	crepes	to	macarons	to	freshly	baked	bread,	there	is	a	long	list	of	foods	to	try	in	Paris.	Get	the	full	list	in	our	Paris	Food	Guide,	with	recommended	restaurants	and	cafes	where	you	can	try	these
delicacies.	Dining	at	Angelina	in	the	Louvre	Our	Paris	Food	Guide	has	a	list	of	recommended	restaurants,	but	here	are	a	few	of	our	favorites.	Angelina.	This	famous	tea	room	serves	pastries,	tea,	and	the	best	hot	chocolate	in	Paris.	There	are	locations	on	Rue	de	Rivoli,	in	the	Louvre,	and	at	Versailles.	Ladurée.	This	is	Paris’	most	famous	macaron	shop,
with	locations	throughout	the	city	center.	Les	Deux	Magots.	This	is	one	of	Paris’	most	famous	cafes.	Ernest	Hemingway,	Pablo	Picasso,	Julia	Child,	James	Joyce,	Jean-Paul	Sartre,	and	Simone	de	Beauvoir	all	dined	here.	A	Michelin-Starred	Restaurant.	It	may	come	as	no	surprise	that	Paris	has	a	long	list	of	1,	2,	and	3-starred	Michelin	restaurants.
Plenitude,	Benoit,	Restaurant	le	Meurice	Alain	Ducasse,	and	L’Oiseau	Blanc	are	some	of	our	top	picks.	Berthillon.	Located	on	Île	Saint-Louis,	next	to	Île	de	la	Cité,	not	far	from	Notre	Dame	Cathedral,	this	is	the	place	to	go	for	the	best	ice	cream	in	Paris.	And	if	you	want	to	dine	with	a	view,	check	out	our	next	list	of	recommended	restaurants.	Les	Deux
Magots	Imagine	watching	the	sun	set	over	the	city	of	Paris,	with	a	glass	of	wine	or	cocktail	in	hand,	from	the	vantage	point	of	a	rooftop	bar.	Whether	you	want	to	sip	on	a	cocktail	or	enjoy	dinner	with	a	view	of	the	city	skyline,	you	have	quite	a	few	rooftop	bars	in	Paris	to	choose	from.	You	can	see	a	longer	list	in	our	guide	to	the	Rooftop	Bars	and
Restaurants	in	Paris,	but	here	are	a	few	of	our	favorites.	Les	Ombres.	Les	Ombres	gets	our	vote	for	best	view	of	the	Eiffel	Tower	from	a	restaurant.	This	panoramic	terrace	sits	on	top	of	Musée	du	quai	Branly,	just	a	few	steps	from	the	Seine	and	a	few	blocks	from	the	Eiffel	Tower.	The	restaurant	is	enclosed	in	glass	giving	every	table	a	prime	view	of
the	Eiffel	Tower.	Restaurants	on	the	Eiffel	Tower.	There	are	two	restaurants	on	the	Eiffel	Tower.	Madame	Brasserie	is	an	upscale	restaurant	on	the	first	floor	of	the	Eiffel	Tower	with	views	of	the	Trocadero.	Le	Jules	Verne	is	a	Michelin-starred	restaurant	on	the	second	floor	of	the	Eiffel	Tower.	The	views	of	the	Paris	are	amazing	from	this	spot,
especially	at	sunset.	Sequoia	Rooftop.	With	its	laid-back	atmosphere,	wonderful	view	of	the	Eiffel	Tower,	great	cocktails,	and	healthy	snacks,	this	is	one	of	our	favorite	rooftop	bars	in	Paris.	Le	Jardin	du	Raphael.	A	bit	fancier	than	Sequoia	Rooftop,	Le	Jardin	du	Raphael	has	a	gardenlike	setting	and	views	of	both	the	Eiffel	Tower	and	Arc	de	Triomphe.
There	is	a	rooftop	bar	and	restaurant	here.	Langosteria.	Located	on	the	7th	floor	of	the	Cheval	Blanc	hotel,	overlooking	Pont	Neuf	and	the	Seine	River,	is	a	fantastic,	upscale	Italian	restaurant.	The	views	from	the	restaurant	are	some	of	the	best	in	Paris,	as	you	can	see	Notre	Dame,	the	Eiffel	Tower,	and	much	of	the	city	skyline.	Bar	Sur	le	Toit.	Sitting
near	Montmarte,	this	historic	Art	Deco	hotel	is	home	to	a	restaurant	and	a	rooftop	bar.	We	visited	both	of	them	and	had	a	wonderful	experience.	From	the	rooftop	bar,	you	get	a	great	view	of	Sacre	Coeur	and	the	Paris	city	skyline.	Le	Jardin	du	Raphael	The	best	place	to	stay	is	within	the	city	center,	to	save	you	travel	time	on	the	metro.	There	are	many
different	neighborhoods	to	choose	from.	For	neighborhood	recommendations	and	the	top	hotels	in	each	of	them,	take	a	look	at	our	guide	Where	to	stay	in	Paris	on	Your	First	Visit.	Montmartre	Joining	a	tour	can	help	save	you	time	waiting	in	line,	get	tickets	to	a	site	that	may	have	sold	out	in	advance,	or	allow	you	to	experience	Paris	in	a	unique	way,
such	as	a	private	photo	shoot.	Here	are	some	of	the	best	tours	in	Paris.	Is	Paris	Worth	It?	Absolutely!	This	is	one	of	our	favorite	cities	in	the	world.	In	one	city	you	can	tour	a	long	list	of	world	class	museums,	enjoy	the	view	from	the	Eiffel	Tower	and	Arc	de	Triomphe,	and	dine	at	some	of	the	best	street	cafes	and	restaurants	in	Europe.	If	you	have	any
questions	about	how	to	plan	your	trip	to	Paris,	let	us	know	in	the	comment	section	below.	We’d	be	happy	to	help!	More	Information	for	Your	Trip	to	Paris	Facebook	Flipboard	Julie	is	the	main	author	for	Earth	Trekkers.	Hiker,	foodie,	photographer,	and	triathlete,	Julie	loves	traveling	the	world	in	search	of	new	experiences	and	then	sharing	them	on	this
site.	Her	goal	is	to	make	your	travel	planning	process	easier	and	to	inspire	you	to	visit	new	places.	Last	Updated	on	October	30,	2024Galerie	Vivienne	in	Paris	/Marmontel/Creative	Commons	2.0	license	For	whatever	reason,	many	first-time	visitors	to	the	French	capital	find	themselves	feeling	a	bit	nervous	during	the	trip-planning	stage.	Paris	has
certainly	gained	a	reputation	for	being	an	intimidating	place,	even	though	it	also	happens	to	be	the	world’s	single-most-visited	city.Whatever	the	reasons	for	the	nerves	it	tends	to	provoke	in	travelers	(especially	for	those	unaccustomed	to	going	abroad	or	unfamiliar	with	French	culture),	the	good	news	is	that	they	can	be	remedied.	If	you’re	feeling	a
bit	jittery	as	you	embark	on	researching	your	trip,	read	on.Our	expert	travel	tips	will	give	you	all	the	grounding	you	need	to	plan	your	trip	to	Paris	confidently.	Here	are	a	few	simple	steps	you	can	take	before	and	during	your	stay	to	get	around	the	city	like	a	pro–	and	enjoy	your	time	there	to	the	fullest.One	of	the	biggest	mistakes	I	see	travelers
making	(and	I	myself	have	fallen	into	this	trap)	is	booking	a	trip	to	Paris	at	the	last	minute,	somehow	thinking	they’ll	snag	better	deals	by	waiting	it	out.	Some	also	put	off	planning	because	it	can	be	genuinely	overwhelming	at	first:	there	are	so	many	choices	and	decisions	to	make,	and	sometimes	it	can	feel	a	bit	like	flying	blind.But	in	reality,	planning
well	on	advance	is	the	wiser	way	to	go	about	it.	You’re	more	likely	to	be	able	to	find	better	deals	on	flights,	trains	and/or	hotels,	and	will	have	the	time	to	carefully	consider	your	budget,	interests,	mobility/accessibility	issues,	and	other	factors.	(See	more	on	some	of	these	points	by	scrolling	down).According	to	the	air	travel	expert	Benet	Wilson,	many
people	find	the	best	deals	for	flights	roughly	120	days	before	a	scheduled	trip	(when	flying	to	Europe	from	North	America).	This	is	especially	the	case	for	France’s	high	season	(roughly	late	March	to	late	September).But	not	everyone	will	be	flying	from	North	America,	of	course.	If	you’re	flying	or	taking	the	train	to	France	from	within	Europe,	for
instance,	you	can	sometimes	lock	in	great	deals	closer	to	your	travel	dates,	especially	in	low	season.Operators	like	Eurostar,	for	example,	often	put	on	“flash	sales”,	and	low-cost	airlines	do	offer	good	fares	between	European	cities,	sometimes	at	the	last	minute.My	bottom	line?	I	advise	that	you	start	planning	your	trip	at	least	six	to	eight	months	in
advance–	and	booking	flights	from	overseas	well	ahead	of	your	trip.	But	if	traveling	within	Europe,	you	might	consider	signing	up	for	newsletters	or	other	“deal	alerts”	for	trains	and	flights.Ready	to	book?	You	can	find	train/Eurostar	tickets	and	discount	rail	passes	here	(via	Rail	Europe)	and	search	for	discounts	on	flights	to	and	around	France	here
(via	Expedia).Give	yourself	plenty	of	time	to	look	for	hotels	or	other	accommodations	that	suit	your	budget.	You	can	look	for	hotels	and	furnished	apartments	in	Paris	at	Booking.com,	and	find	deals	on	accommodations	at	Expedia.You	may	also	want	to	consider	whether	taking	out	an	international	travel	insurance	policy	is	something	that	you	and	your
fellow	travelers	need.	Remember	that	health	care	is	not	free	for	visitors	to	France,	even	though	landing	in	the	hospital	won’t	likely	plunge	you	into	debt.	To	ensure	you	get	the	coverage	you	need,	make	sure	to	read	the	fine	print	for	any	policy	you	consider–	and	shop	around	for	the	best	rates.While	many	people	assume	that	Paris	is	“best	experienced”
in	spring	or	summer,	this	is	simply	untrue.	In	fact,	anyone	with	tight	budgets,	intolerance	for	hot,	crowded	conditions,	and	a	desire	for	quieter	travel	experiences	will	likely	actively	dislike	visiting	the	capital	between	April	and	mid-to-late	September.As	I	explain	in	our	full	guide	to	deciding	when	to	book	your	trip	to	Paris,	every	season	has	its	clear
perks	and	charms	as	well	as	obnoxious	downsides.	It’s	crucial	to	carefully	consider	your	budget,	the	sorts	of	activities	and	attractions	that	interest	you	the	most,	tolerance	for	heat,	rain	or	cold,	and	other	factors	before	reaching	a	verdict	around	when	to	go.So	if	you’re	wondering	when	the	“best”	time	is,	I’m	afraid	you’ll	have	to	figure	that	one	out	for
yourself.	It’s	simply	too	personal	for	a	cookie-cutter	answer.When	planning	a	trip	to	Paris,	make	sure	to	choose	a	hotel	or	apartment	carefully.	Image:	Hotel	Bleu	de	GrenelleAs	I	document	in	this	piece	on	avoiding	bad	hotels	in	Paris,	they	are	very	numerous	in	the	capital.	I’d	venture	to	say,	based	on	some	of	my	recent	disappointing	experiences	in
overpriced,	cramped,	shabby	hotel	rooms,	that	the	city	has	a	very	poor	track	record	for	offering	good	value	for	money	when	it	comes	to	lodging.This	is	a	shame–	and	it’s	also	something	you	should	keep	very	much	in	mind	before	hitting	the	“book”	button	on	a	hotel	that	looks	great	in	promotional	pictures	on	Booking.com	or	elsewhere.Follow	these	tips
to	choose	your	lodgings	wisely,	and	avoid	disappointment	and	stress.In	the	aforementioned	piece	on	avoiding	horrid	hotels	in	the	capital,	I	advise	allocating	a	good	amount	of	your	budget	to	hotels	so	you	can	stay	in	three-star	properties,	at	the	minimum.One	and	two-star	hotels	can	be	shockingly	shabby	and	even	unsafe	at	times,	and	while	there	are
notable	exceptions	to	this	rule,	staying	clear	of	them	is	probably	best	unless	you’ve	gotten	word-of-mouth	recommendations	from	someone.While	booking	a	self-catered	apartment	instead	of	a	hotel	isn’t	always	less	expensive	(judging	from	recent	listings	I’ve	seen,	they	can	be	equally	expensive),	you	might	save	money	and	hassle	by	having	access	to	a
kitchen	and	other	amenities	such	as	washing	machines.When	it	comes	to	using	Air	b	n’	B	in	Paris,	I	advise	extreme	caution,	having	experienced	some	truly	nightmarish	places	in	recent	times.	I	even	recommend	using	the	“Superhost”	filter	on	this	platform	when	considering	options,	to	ensure	you	only	make	a	selection	from	hosts	who	have	received
consistently	excellent	ratings.I	also	advise	against	booking	a	catered	apartment	with	few	or	no	ratings	from	fellow	travelers.	You	need	assurance	that	you’ll	be	staying	somewhere	clean,	safe	and	that	matches	the	description.Many	visitors	are	unaware	of	the	fact	that	the	city	of	Paris	charges	each	traveler	a	per-night	tourist	tax,	on	top	of	the	rates
charged	by	hotels	and	presumably	paid	in	advance.	This	can	lead	to	unpleasant	sticker-shock.As	this	goes	to	press,	you’ll	be	charged	roughly	5	Euros	per	person	per	night	for	your	stay	in	hotels	or	self-catered	lodgings	(excluding	children).	Make	sure	to	factor	this	into	your	hotel	and	lodgings	budget.Give	yourself	plenty	of	time	to	look	for	hotels	or
other	accommodations	that	suit	your	budget.	You	can	look	for	hotels	and	furnished	apartments	in	Paris	at	Booking.com,	and	find	deals	on	accommodations	at	Expedia.Need	more	help?	See	our	full	guide	to	deciding	where	to	stay	in	Paris	for	even	more	helpful	travel	tips.One	of	the	best	things	you	can	do	to	save	a	bit	of	time	and	hassle	when	you	first
arrive	in	Paris?	Buy	a	transport	pass	or	card	in	advance	of	your	stay,	so	you	can	just	hop	on	the	metro,	bus	or	tramway	as	soon	as	you	need	to,	rather	than	having	to	wait	in	long	lines	at	metro	stations	and	figuring	out	which	pass	to	buy.One	thing	to	know	is	that	individual	paper	tickets	and	“carnets”	(packs	of	10	metro	tickets)	are	currently	being
phased	out	by	local	transport	company	RATP,	which	means	that	you	won’t	be	able	to	buy	them	anymore	from	most	stations.	They’re	instead	being	replaced	by	digital	passes/travelcards	that	you	can	purchase	from	many	metro	stations	and	local	tabacs	(tobacco	shops).	You	can	still	use	paper	tickets	and	travel	passes	that	you	may	have	bought	on	past
trips,	though–	not	to	worry.For	visitors,	I	strongly	recommend	purchasing	the	Paris	Visite	Pass,	a	travelcard	that	gives	you	unlimited	trips	on	the	Metro,	RER	(commuter-line	trains),	buses	and	tramways.	Available	for	1,	2,	3	or	5	days,	the	pass	also	offers	discounted	entry/access	to	numerous	popular	attractions,	including	the	Chateau	de	Versailles,
Musée	Grévin	Wax	Museum,	and	many	others.You	can	choose	passes	that	extend	up	to	5	travel	zones,	which	means	that	if	you	choose	access	to	zones	1-5,	you	can	travel	for	free	to	destinations	such	as	Versailles	and	Disneyland	Paris–	potentially	saving	you	money	and	hassle.See	more	about	getting	around	Paris	and	choosing	tickets/travelcards	and
passes	at	the	RATP	site	(in	English).	There’s	also	a	very	handy	itinerary	finder	there	that’s	invaluable	for	plotting	your	course	from	one	point	to	the	next.The	Louvre	and	its	Pyramid.	Cody/Some	rights	reserved	under	the	Creative	Commons	2.0	license.	One	way	to	guarantee	exhaustion	and	even	a	form	of	travel-induced	“burnout”	during	your	trip?
Trying	to	see	everything	in	just	a	few	days.	FOMO–	or	“fear	of	missing	out”,	tends	to	drive	a	lot	of	this	behavior.I	get	it–	you	have	a	“bucket	list”.	You	want	to	cross	off	every	item.	Don’t	attempt	it.	Making	short,	superficial	pilgrimages	to	popular	spots	and	taking	perfunctory	selfies	in	front	of	them	never	led	to	a	fulfilling	travel	experience–	I’d	be
willing	to	bet	a	lot	on	that,	no	matter	the	beaming	smiles	you	might	see	on	heavily	filtered	social	media	posts.Still,	we	understand	that	you’d	like	to	get	a	good	overview	of	the	city.	One	excellent	way	to	do	that	(and	something	I’ve	been	recommending	for	as	long	as	I’ve	written	about	France)	is	taking	a	sightseeing	cruise	of	Paris	on	your	first	or	second
day.Guilhem	Vellut/Creative	CommonsThese	commented,	1-hour	cruises	show	you	many	of	the	city’s	biggest	attractions–	from	Notre-Dame	to	the	Eiffel	Tower	and	the	Tuileries–	from	the	waterside.	Sure,	it’s	just	a	glimpse,	but	it	can	help	orient	you,	and	give	you	a	better	sense	of	what	you’d	like	to	prioritize	during	your	stay.And	for	a	real	treat,
consider	a	lunch	or	dinner	cruise–	one	way	to	add	a	bit	of	fun	and	romance	(however	cliché)	to	the	picture.See	our	full	guide	to	Paris	sightseeing	cruises	and	boat	tours	here,	including	info	on	how	to	book.Street	art	on	Rue	Denoyez	in	Belleville,	where	many	artists’	studios	are	situated.	Image	credit:	@DrGarcia/Creative	Commons	2.0While	it’s	more
than	desirable	to	see	big-ticket	Parisian	sights	and	attractions	such	as	the	Louvre,	Musée	d’Orsay	and	Arc	de	Triomphe,	especially	during	a	first	trip,	I	recommend	that	you	take	care	not	to	spend	your	whole	sojourn	in	done-to-death	territory.If	you	do	(and	this	is	related	to	what	I’ve	already	said	above)	you	risk	getting	an	overly	superficial	and
caricatural	picture	of	the	city,	and	not	really	understanding	much	of	local	life.	It’s	important	to	explore	at	least	a	few	areas	and	places	that	are	less	commonly	swarmed	by	tourists.Start	by	exploring	our	Paris	neighborhood	guides	and	consider	taking	some	time	roaming	in	areas	like	Belleville:	not	exactly	postcard-pretty,	but	full	of	rich	history,	street
art,	and	fantastic	food	from	around	the	world.Next,	carve	out	a	morning	or	afternoon	for	one	or	more	of	these	strange	and	unusual	museums	in	Paris,	or	at	these	small,	under-appreciated	collections.You	can	also	watch	this	short	video	about	off-the-beaten-track	places	in	the	capital	to	get	a	little	inspiration	and	direct	your	feet.On	a	related	note	from
the	last	point,	one	of	the	things	I	think	have	suffered	the	most	in	the	age	of	Instagram,	Tik-Tok	and	endless	free	online	travel	guides	like	this	one	is	that	travelers	often	make	“bucket	lists”	that	end	up	dictating	how	they	spend	most	of	their	time	in	a	place.But	this	sort	of	overplanning	can	really	rob	you	of	the	possibility	for	spontaneous	discovery	and
inspiring	stumbling-upons.	While	I	do	recommend	figuring	out	what	you’re	most	interested	in	seeing	and	reserving	adequate	time	for	those	things,	I	do	encourage	you	to	avoid	the	mistake	of	getting	so	caught	up	in	ticking	off	items	on	your	bucket	list	that	you	fail	to	really	discover	things	on	your	own.A	balance	is	definitely	in	order,	in	other	words.
Take	time	to	just	meander,	and	you	might	just	end	up	happening	on	places	that	will	linger	in	your	memory	far	more	than	your	pilgrimages	to	pretty	places	you	saw	on	Instagram	will.	When	you	make	a	city	your	own	in	this	way,	it	increases	the	joy	of	looking	back	on	the	experiences	gained	through	travel–	at	least	in	my	humble	experience.To	make	the
task	more	manageable,	I	suggest	picking	a	general	area	of	Paris	you’re	interested	in	seeing,	familiarizing	yourself	roughly	with	its	main	attractions,	then	heading	to	the	area	and	letting	yourself	go	into	“semi-random	wander”	mode.You	can	of	course	still	plan	to	see	several	key	places	in	the	area	in	question,	but	also	set	aside	time	to	head	up	quiet	little
paths,	poke	into	a	neighborhood	café	that	looks	charming,	or	venture	into	a	quiet	square	you’d	never	heard	of	(like	the	one	pictured	above,	just	blocks	from	popular	sights	like	the	Centre	Georges	Pompidou).See	our	guide	to	the	20	arrondissements	(districts)	of	Paris	and	what	to	see	and	do	in	each	for	ideas	on	where	to	head.	Then	go	explore.Leo
Goldstein,	the	creator	of	the	Eating	Europe	Paris	tour,	is	affable	and	eager	to	share	his	knowledge	of	the	city.	Image:	Courtney	Traub/All	rights	reserved	One	of	the	best	ways	to	get	acquainted	with	Paris’	dizzyingly	rich	neighborhoods	(other	than	exploring	them	freely;	see	#6	just	above)	is	to	take	one	or	more	walking	tours.	Whether	you’re	interested
in	city	history,	architecture,	food	and	wine,	shopping	or	something	else,	there	are	multitudes	of	great	tours	out	there–	many	of	which	are	free.I	suggest	starting	with	the	free	walking	tours	from	Discover	Walks,	a	company	that	offers	90-minute	tours	with	knowledgable	guides	(these	are	tip-supported	tours,	so	do	please	consider	offering	a	reasonable
tip	at	the	end).	The	company	currently	offers	free	tours	of	Montmartre,	the	Left	Bank/Latin	Quarter,	the	Marais	and	a	Paris	“hidden	gems”	walk.Meanwhile,	a	team	of	volunteer	“greeters”	from	the	Paris	Tourist	office	also	offers	numerous	guided	walks	around	the	capital.	See	more	info	at	this	page.	For	city	history	and	architecture	tours,	I	strongly
recommend	(and	have	experienced)	ones	from	Context	Travel	and	Entree	to	Black	Paris/Discover	Paris.For	food	and	pastry	tours,	meanwhile,	Paris	by	Mouth	offers	some	excellent	guided	walks	of	patisseries,	bakeries,	cheese	shops	and	other	gourmet	stops,	while	Eating	Europe	offers	in-depth	gourmet	walks	that	bring	together	delicious	tastings	with
observations	on	architecture	and	history.	You	can	get	10%	off	your	first	booking	with	that	company.GetyourGuide	also	boasts	a	variety	of	intriguing	options,	from	pastry	&	chocolate	tours	to	walks	themed	around	the	artists	and	writers	of	St-Germain.	You	can	browse	and	book	tours	with	them	here.Crowds	around	Sacré	Coeur,	Montmartre/Chakra
Kweeo.	Tourists	in	the	area	are	often	targeted	by	scammers.Next	up,	it’s	always	a	good	idea	to	learn	about	some	of	the	most	common	tourist	traps	and	scams	to	avoid	in	Paris,	from	terrible	and	overpriced	restaurants	to	taxi	rip-offs	and	ATM	dangersAvoiding	these	will	not	only	make	your	trip	more	pleasant–	it’ll	also	help	keep	you	safe	from	common
(non-violent)	crimes	and	ensure	you	don’t	see	your	hard-earned	travel	budget	unexpectedly	drained.First,	read	our	full,	frequently	updated	safety	tips	for	Paris,	paying	particular	attention	to	sections	on	avoiding	pickpocekts,	ATM	scammers	and	other	common	dangers	for	tourists.Then	read	our	top	tips	on	how	to	avoid	tourist	traps	and	scammers	in
the	French	capital.	It	includes	our	full	advice	on	steering	clear	of	restaurants	and	other	establishments	that	attempt	to	lure	tourists	in,	but	typically	offer	terrible	and	overly	expensive	fare.And	finally,	if	you’re	taking	a	cab	to	or	from	the	airport,	learn	how	to	avoid	overcharging	by	unofficial	taxis.	It	can	be	so	tempting	(especially	after	a	long	flight)	to
just	hop	in	the	first	one	that	pulls	up	to	the	curb.	But	trust	us:	you	don’t	want	to	do	that.A	common	source	of	jitters	(or	at	least	timid	feelings)	for	many	travelers	is	not	quite	understanding	how	to	navigate	many	situations	in	French	restaurants.	Depending	on	the	format-	a	casual	bistro	versus	a	high-end	“gastronomic”	restaurant,	for	instance–	the
rules	around	ordering,	seating,	paying	and	even	etiquette	can	differ.It	can	also	be	mind-boggling	to	understand	how	various	restaurant	types	offer	wildly	different	opening	times,	menu	options,	ambiences	and	dining	styles.Before	traveling,	I	recommend	familiarizing	yourself	with	the	most	common	French	restaurant	types–	from	brasseries	to	bistros
and	“bouchons”–	and	learning	more	about	what	to	expect	in	each.Another	piece	of	advice	I	have	is	to	avoid	randomly	booking	too	many	meals	out.	Do	some	research	(at	this	site	and	even	more	food-centric	sites	like	Paris	by	Mouth)	to	choose	a	few	places	you’d	really	like	to	try	for	lunch	or	dinner.{Related:	Some	of	Paris’	Finest	Traditional	French
Brasseries}Then,	if	you	can,	book	well	in	advance	to	avoid	disappointment.	Trendy	places	like	Septime	have	months-long	waiting	lists	(I	would	know	as	I	still	haven’t	managed	to	snag	a	table	there…)Fresh	falafel	sandwiches	are	one	example	of	cheap,	delicious	street	food	to	try	in	the	capital.	“Paris02”	by	rjbreese	is	licensed	under	CC	BY	2.0For	most
of	us,	budgeting	is	going	to	be	one	of	the	biggest	concerns	before	and	during	a	stay	in	Paris	(and	anywhere,	for	that	matter).	I	can’t	lie:	the	French	capital	is	a	relatively	expensive	city,	and	things	can	really	add	up	if	you’re	not	carefully	watching	your	budget.{Avoid	These	Mistakes	When	Planning	a	Trip	to	France}Your	budget	can	quickly	be
eviscerated	by	eating	out	in	formal	restaurants	too	often.	In	addition	to	considering	staying	in	a	self-catered	apartment	(see	point	#3),	I	recommend	aiming	to	make	every	second	or	third	meal	out	more	casual.To	make	sure	you	stay	in	the	black	and	avoid	the	stress	of	a	rapidly	depleting	bank	balance	mid-trip,	do	these	things:Start	by	noshing	on	some
delicious	street	food.	From	scrumptious	falafel	sandwiches	to	savory	and	sweet	crepes,	Vietnamese-style	banh	mi,	burgers	and	sweet	treats,	there’s	no	shortage	of	fantastic,	inexpensive	fare	to	enjoy	from	local	vendors	and	takeout	places.See	our	full	guide	to	the	best	street	food	in	Paris	for	where	to	head	(and	avoid	the	bad	stuff).In	the	warmer
months,	assemble	a	typical	Parisian	picnic	composed	of	fresh	baguette,	cheeses,	fruit	from	the	market	and	perhaps	a	bottle	of	sparkling	wine	(if	you	indulge).Riverside	picnics	and	long	nights:	some	of	the	charms	of	summer	in	the	French	capital.	Image:	Nicolas	Vigier/Some	rights	reserved	under	the	Creative	Commons	2.0	license.You	can	pick	up
some	incredibly	fresh	and	delicious,	inexpensive	components	for	a	déjeuner	sur	l’herbe	(lunch	on	the	grass)	by	stocking	up	at	a	local	bakery,	supermarket,	and/or	from	farmer’s	markets	like	the	marvelous	Marché	d’Aligre.	Finally,	see	our	complete	guide	to	eating	out	on	a	tight	budget	for	more	tips	on	how	to	slash	your	food	spending	while	in
Paris.Next,	if	you	know	you	want	to	see	more	than	a	few	popular	museums,	monuments	and	other	attractions	during	your	stay,	it	can	make	sense	to	buy	a	discount	card	such	as	the	Paris	Pass,	which	offers	access	to	over	75	attractions	and	tours	in	the	capital,	and	is	available	for	2,	3,	4	or	6	days.If	you	love	museums	and	want	to	see	more	than	3	or	4	of
them,	meanwhile,	the	Paris	Museum	Pass	can	offer	good	value.{Buy	the	2	or	4-day	Paris	Museum	Pass	in	advance	with	Viator}A	word	of	warning	about	these	passes,	though:	they	may	not	be	worthwhile	if	you	don’t	use	them	a	lot.	So	think	carefully	about	whether	you’ll	take	full	advantage	of	them	before	purchasing.Meanwhile,	all	of	the	museums	in
Paris	operated	by	the	city	offer	free	access	for	all	to	permanent	exhibitions,	so	make	sure	to	check	out	our	guide	to	free	museums	in	Paris.	And	of	course,	there	are	countless	free	things	to	do	in	the	capital,	from	gorgeous	parks	and	gardens	to	riverside	strolls	and	medieval	churches.See	my	guide	(at	TripSavvy)	to	free	activities,	sights	and	attractions
in	the	city.I’ve	had	friends	and	family	from	pedestrian-centric	cities	like	New	York	comment	on	how	exhausting	Paris	can	be.	They’ve	noted	that	it	demands	an	almost	athletic	level	of	mobility	to	comfortably	use	the	metro,	walk	around	for	hours	at	a	time	and	navigate	cramped	sidewalks	and	cobblestoned	streets.I	can’t	lie:	it	can	be	a	challenge	for
anyone	who	isn’t	accustomed	to	walking	around	everywhere,	or	for	those	with	disabilities	or	mobility	issues	of	any	kind.	Before	you	go,	think	carefully	about	how	you	plan	to	get	around.	Will	you	primarily	use	the	Metro	to	get	from	place	to	place?	Will	you	stay	in	the	city	center	so	you	can	easily	get	to	most	of	the	places	on	your	list	by	foot?	Will	you
take	the	bus	to	avoid	stairs	as	much	as	possible?Paris	is	famously	not	the	most	accessible	city,	and	despite	recent	efforts	to	address	problems	like	an	absence	of	ramps	in	too	many	public	places,	curbs	that	make	wheelchair	use	difficult	when	crossing	streets,	and	mostly	inaccessible	metro	stations,	change	is	slow	to	come.However,	many	people	who
require	accessible	access	to	public	transportation	are	pleasantly	surprised	to	find	that,	once	mastered,	Paris’	extensive	network	of	city	buses	offers	a	great	way	to	zip	around	the	city.	Tramways	are	also	accessible,	but	skirt	around	the	outskirts	of	the	capital	rather	than	serving	the	center.Meanwhile,	taking	guided	bus	tours	and	even	commented	boat
tours	can	be	a	great	way	to	cover	lots	of	ground	while	giving	your	tired	feed	a	rest.The	bottom	line	is	that	you	can	avoid	feeling	burned	out	(or	frustrated)	during	your	trip	by	thinking	through	mobility	issues	and	transport	options	before	you	go.See	more	about	visiting	Paris	with	disabilities	or	limited	mobility	in	our	full	guide.	A	young	admirer	checks
out	a	Christmas	window	display	at	Galeries	Lafayette	in	2018.	Image:	Courtney	Traub/All	rights	reserved	If	you’re	traveling	alone	or	as	a	family	with	kids	in	tow,	your	needs	(and	limitations)	are	likely	to	be	pretty	specific.	For	instance,	if	you’re	flying	solo	you	may	well	not	want	to	walk	around	by	yourself	after	dark,	or	eat	dinner	in	restaurants	that	are
too	quiet	(it	can	feel	a	bit	like	there’s	a	spotlight	on	you.)	Women	and	other	more	vulnerable	solo	visitors	will	also	need	to	take	special	care	to	read	up	on	safety	tips	for	Paris.	If	you’re	contemplating	heading	to	the	French	capital	on	your	own	(or	are	already	there),	read	our	full	tips	on	solo	travel	to	Paris.	Meanwhile,	if	you’re	visiting	with	young	kids
(or	even	teenagers),	you	may	find	that	the	usual	advice	on	how	to	get	around,	what	to	see	and	tips	for	eating	out	go	out	the	window	in	the	face	of	picky	eaters,	tired	little	feet	and	even	a	frustrating	lack	of	changing	tables.You’ll	need	to	pace	yourself	accordingly,	and	find	plenty	of	ways	to	keep	little	ones	stimulated	and	happy.To	start,	see	our	advice
above	on	mobility	and	accessibility,	to	decide	on	whether	getting	around	by	bus,	tramway	or	taxi	might	be	the	best	way	to	go,	at	least	some	of	the	time.Read	my	full	guide	to	visiting	Paris	with	babies	and	toddlers—	including	sections	on	where	to	stay,	what	to	do,	and	where	to	find	baby	changing	tables	in	the	capital	(with	a	clickable	map).Next,	read
up	on	some	of	the	best	museums	for	kids—	family-friendly	collections	that	should	keep	adults	and	younger	family	members	interested.	Then	peruse	our	guide	to	the	most	beautiful	parks	and	gardens	in	the	capital-–	many	boasting	bright	and	stimulating	playgrounds,	puppet	theatres	and	other	activities	for	young	travelers.Read	my	guide	(at	TripSavvy)
to	eating	out	with	picky	young	eaters	in	the	capital,	and	see	this	guide	to	the	best	things	to	do	with	kids	in	Paris	(at	Time	Out).Learning	basic	etiquette	rules	and	common	travel	expressions	in	French	can	go	a	long	way	in	making	your	interactions	more	comfortable.One	of	the	things	that	makes	first-time	travelers	to	Paris	bite	their	nails	is	the	worry
that	they	won’t	be	able	to	communicate	effectively	with	locals,	and	won’t	understand	or	be	able	to	use	proper	French	etiquette.While	I	want	to	reassure	you	that	people	tend	to	be	a	lot	more	relaxed	these	days	than	they	perhaps	once	were	about	formalities,	it’s	true	that	observing	a	few	basic	rules	of	politesse	(polite	etiquette)	can	go	a	long	way	in
smoothing	your	interactions–	and	perhaps	even	make	you	a	friend	or	two.Read	our	French	Etiquette	101	guide	for	everything	you	need	to	know,	including	polite	greetings	and	questions	in	French,	eating	out	and	table	manners,	interacting	with	servers	and	others	who	might	assist	you,	and	meeting	new	people.Also	see	our	piece	on	some	of	the	most
enduring	French	stereotypes—	and	why	to	ditch	them	before	your	trip	so	you	can	engage	in	more	meaningful	ways	with	the	people	you	meet	and	interact	with.Last	but	certainly	not	least,	if	you	have	more	than	three	or	four	days	at	your	disposal,	I	highly	recommend	taking	a	day	trip	(or	two)	outside	the	city.	Like	any	major	metropolis,	Paris	can	be
noisy,	crowded	and	occasionally	overwhelming,	especially	if	you	stay	in	more	crowded	arrondissements	closer	to	the	center.	Not	to	mention	that	France’s	diversity	is	too	alluring	to	limit	yourself	to	the	capital.	Burgundy,	Champagne,	and	the	edge	of	Normandy	are	all	just	an	hour	or	two	away.(Book	tickets	&	tours	for	popular	Paris	attractions	&	day
trips	here	(via	Tiqets.com)If	you’re	worried	about	the	expense	and	hassle	of	renting	a	car,	not	to	fret:	there	are	numerous	superb	destinations	easily	accessible	by	train	and/or	shuttle,	from	Monet’s	Gardens	at	Giverny	to	the	Champagne	region	and	Chartres	Cathedral.See	our	suggestions	for	easy	day	trips	from	Paris	by	train	here—	and	go	take	in
some	fresh	air	and	new	scenery.Disclaimer:	This	post	contains	a	few	affiliate	links.	If	you	book	flights,	tours,	or	other	products	through	these	it	comes	at	no	additional	cost	to	you,	but	does	help	fund	more	free,	in-depth	features	like	this	one	at	Paris	Unlocked.	Thank	you.	Courtney	Traub	is	the	Founder	and	Editor	of	Paris	Unlocked.	She’s	a	longtime
Paris	resident	who	now	divides	her	time	(as	well	as	she	can	manage)	between	the	French	capital	and	Norwich,	UK.	Co-author	of	the	2012	Michelin	Green	Guide	to	Northern	France	&	the	Paris	Region,	she	has	been	interviewed	as	an	expert	on	Paris	and	France	by	the	BBC,	Australian	Broadcasting	Corporation,	Le	Figaro,	Matador	Network	and	other
publications.	Courtney	has	also	written	and	reported	stories	for	media	outlets	including	Radio	France	Internationale,	The	Christian	Science	Monitor,	Women’s	Wear	Daily	and	The	Associated	Press.	In	addition	to	going	down	various	rabbit	holes	of	curiosity	when	it	comes	to	French	culture,	history,	food	and	art,	Courtney	is	a	scholar	of	literature	and
cultural	history	whose	essays	and	reviews	have	appeared	in	various	forums.	Paris	is	a	vibrant	city	filled	with	excitement,	art,	culture,	and	history.	Explore	its	treasures	with	our	guide.	Always	one	of	the	world’s	most	popular	destinations,	the	French	capital	has	countless	places	to	see.	Beyond	the	Eiffel	Tower,	the	Louvre	Museum,	the	Arc	de	Triomphe,
the	Moulin	Rouge,	or	the	Notre	Dame	Cathedral,	many	more	options	exist.	Plan	to	enjoy	all	this	wonderful	city	has	to	offer!	Our	guide	highlights	the	best	neighborhoods	in	Paris,	the	top	museums,	where	to	stay,	and	even	where	to	eat	the	best	food.	If	you’re	traveling	to	Paris	with	your	family	or	planning	a	visit	to	Disneyland	Paris,	you’ll	find	everything
you	need	here.	Once	you’ve	seen	the	main	sights	in	Paris,	you	can	also	take	day	trips	from	Paris	to	places	like	Versailles	and	the	stunning	Mont	Saint	Michel.	Whether	it’s	your	first	visit	to	Paris	or	you’re	returning	for	a	second	helping,	planning	a	trip	to	Paris	can	feel	as	layered	as	a	buttery	pain	au	chocolat.	There	is	SO	much	to	see	in	Paris.	You	could
easily	spend	weeks	exploring.	From	iconic	sights	like	the	Eiffel	Tower	and	Louvre	to	charming	neighborhoods	brimming	with	hidden	gems,	there’s	a	lot	to	unpack	(and	I	don’t	just	mean	your	suitcase).		That’s	where	this	guide	comes	in—to	help	you	navigate	every	arrondissement,	landmark,	and	logistical	detail	like	a	pro,	so	your	Parisian	adventure	is
magnifique.	In	this	ultimate	guide,	I’ll	cover	everything	you	need	to	know	about	what	to	see,	eat	and	do	in	Paris.	From	when	to	go	and	where	to	stay,	to	how	to	get	around	and	what	to	see,	I’m	sharing	it	here.	I’ve	included	curated	recommendations	for	art	lovers,	history	buffs,	and	foodies	alike.	Whether	you’re	strolling	through	picturesque	gardens,
marveling	at	centuries-old	cathedrals,	or	eating	the	best	pastries	in	Paris,	this	comprehensive	guide	will	ensure	you	don’t	miss	a	thing—except	maybe	your	return	flight	because	you	won’t	want	to	leave.	Paris	is	obviously	a	major	hub	for	airlines,	making	arriving	and	departing	a	breeze.	The	city	is	served	by	two	major	international	airports:	Charles	de
Gaulle	Airport	(CDG)	and	Orly	Airport	(ORY).	CDG,	located	about	25	km	northeast	of	the	city,	is	the	main	hub	for	international	flights,	while	ORY,	situated	13	km	south	of	Paris,	handles	a	mix	of	domestic	and	European	routes.		From	CDG	and	ORY,	you	can	take	the	RER	train,	airport	shuttles,	or	taxis	to	the	city	center.	The	RER	B	line	is	the	fastest	and
most	economical	option,	taking	you	to	major	hubs	like	Gare	du	Nord	and	Châtelet	in	under	40	minutes.	Taxis	are	convenient,	especially	for	families	or	those	with	heavy	luggage,	but	they	typically	cost	around	€50-€60	from	CDG	or	€30-€40	from	ORY.		Paris	is	also	accessible	by	train,	with	major	stations	like	Gare	du	Nord	(home	to	the	Eurostar,
connecting	London	and	Paris	in	2.5	hours),	Gare	de	Lyon,	and	Gare	de	l’Est	serving	high-speed	trains	from	all	over	Europe.	Since	moving	to	Cologne,	Germany	5	years	ago,	I’ve	been	using	the	trains	more	frequently.	There	is	a	great	direct	connection	on	Eurostar	to	Cologne!	I	have	visited	Paris	in	all	four	seasons	and	I	must	say	--	Paris	is	a	city	that
shines	year-round.	Deciding	on	the	best	time	to	visit	really	depends	on	your	preferences.	Here	is	what	I	can	say	about	the	advantages	&	disadvantages	of	traveling	at	certain	times	of	the	year:	Spring	(March	to	May)	is	a	magical	time	to	experience	the	city,	with	blooming	flowers	in	parks	like	the	Jardin	des	Tuileries	and	pleasant	temperatures
averaging	10–17°C	(50–63°F).	Summer	(June	to	August)	is	peak	tourist	season,	with	warm	weather	perfect	for	outdoor	cafes	and	Seine	River	cruises.	However,	the	city	can	get	crowded,	and	accommodation	prices	tend	to	spike.	Autumn	(September	to	November)	is	ideal	you	prefer	fewer	crowds	and	a	slower	pace	with	temperatures	hovering	around	8–
15°C	(46–59°F).	Winter	(December	to	February)	is	the	quietest	time	to	visit,	offering	lower	prices	and	the	chance	to	experience	Paris’s	enchanting	holiday	decorations	and	Christmas	markets.	While	it	can	get	chilly	(4–7°C	or	39–45°F),	the	city’s	cozy	cafes,	indoor	attractions,	and	copious	museums	make	it	an	equally	charming	time	to	explore.	Keep
your	eye	on	the	calendar	for	major	events,	like	Fashion	Week	(January/February	and	September),	Fête	de	la	Musique	in	June,	or	the	ending	of	the	Tour	de	France.	You’ll	want	to	be	prepared	for	higher	crowds	and	hotel	rates.	Getting	around	Paris	is	incredibly	easy,	thanks	to	its	compact	layout	and	excellent	public	transportation	system.	The	Métro	is
the	fastest	and	most	convenient	option,	with	16	lines	and	over	300	stations	covering	nearly	every	corner	of	the	city.	Single	tickets	cost	€2.10,	but	if	you	plan	to	use	public	transit	frequently,	consider	purchasing	a	Navigo	Easy	Card	or	a	Paris	Visite	Pass,	which	offers	unlimited	travel	for	1–5	days	on	the	Métro,	buses,	trams,	and	RER	trains.	For	shorter
distances,	walking	is	often	the	best	way	to	explore	Paris’s	charming	neighborhoods.	Paris	is	highly	walkable,	so	wear	comfortable	shoes	and	prepare	to	explore	the	city’s	historic	avenues	on	foot.	You'll	be	hitting	20,000	steps	daily	pretty	easily.	Taxis	and	rideshare	services	like	Uber	are	widely	available	but	can	be	expensive	compared	to	public	transit.
If	you	plan	to	venture	outside	Paris	for	a	day	trip,	the	RER	trains	connect	to	popular	destinations	like	Versailles	and	Disneyland	Paris.	The	amount	of	time	you	need	to	visit	Paris	depends	on	your	travel	goals.	Obviuosly,	the	more	time	you	dedicate	to	Paris,	the	more	you	are	able	to	see.	Ultimately,	Paris	rewards	both	whirlwind	visits	and	longer	stays,	so
whether	it’s	a	weekend	or	two	weeks,	you’re	sure	to	fall	in	love	with	the	City	of	Light!	I	think	3	days	is	the	absolute	minimum	for	a	first-time	visitor.	If	you	wanted	to	visit	and	enjoy	everything	that	I	have	listed	in	this	"Best	of	Paris"	List,	I	think	5-7	days	would	be	better.	Now,	I	understand	that	isn't	realistic	for	busy	American	travelers	with	limited
vacation	time.	Maybe	for	your	first	trip,	split	the	difference	and	plan	for	4	days	in	Paris.	In	4	days,	you	can	see	the	major	highlights,	like	the	Eiffel	Tower,	Louvre,	Notre-Dame,	and	Montmartre,	while	enjoying	a	few	leisurely	moments	in	Parisian	cafés	or	gardens.	This	blog	post	is	everything	you	should	see,	eat	and	do	in	Paris.	But	if	you're	wondering
how	to	organize	your	time	in	the	City	of	Lights,	check	out	my	ideal	4	day	itinerary.	This	has	all	of	the	activities	organized	in	an	efficient	way	to	maximize	a	short	visit.	The	Perfect	Long	Weekend	Itinerary	for	Paris	The	Louvre	Museum	is	the	world’s	largest	and	most	visited	art	museum,	home	to	over	35,000	works	of	art.	Originally	built	as	a	castle	&
fortress	in	the	12th	century,	it	was	transformed	into	a	royal	palace	before	becoming	a	museum	during	the	French	Revolution.	With	vast	collections,	the	Louvre	includes	works	span	more	than	4,000	years,	from	ancient	civilizations	and	Renaissance	masterpieces	to	French	romanticism.	The	Louvre	boasts	some	of	the	most	famous	art	pieces	in	the
world,	including	Leonardo	da	Vinci’s	Mona	Lisa,	the	Venus	de	Milo,	and	the	Winged	Victory	of	Samothrace.		One	thing	you	need	to	accept	about	the	Louvre	–	you	CANNOT	see	everything.	If	you	were	to	spend	30	seconds	looking	at	each	work	inside	the	Louvre,	it	would	take	more	than	1	month	to	see	everything.		For	a	first	time	visit,	I	think	you	should
plan	to	spend	3	hours	in	the	Louvre.	I	also	would	strongly	recommend	hiring	a	docent	or	museum	guide.	I	have	booked	them	through	My	Private	Paris	before,	and	it	makes	the	experience	so	much	richer.	You’ll	learn	about	the	works	on	a	deeper	level,	and	can	customize	your	visit	around	your	areas	of	interest.	Housed	in	a	former	Beaux-Arts	railway
station,	the	Musée	d'Orsay	is	a	must-see	for	lovers	of	Impressionism	and	Post-Impressionism.	The	museum’s	collection	only	spans	about	60	years,	specifically	from	1848	to	1914.	The	vast	space	of	the	former	train	station	space	is	equally	impressive,	featuring	grand	windows	and	a	stunning	clock	tower.		In	addition	to	beautiful	paintings,	the	Musée
d'Orsay	also	has	a	large	sculpture	collection	which	lines	the	main	atrium.	Highlights	include	works	by	Claude	Monet,	Vincent	van	Gogh,	Edgar	Degas,	and	Pierre-Auguste	Renoir.	You’ll	be	able	to	admire	Francois	Pompon's	Polar	Bear,	van	Gogh’s	Starry	Night	Over	the	Rhône,	and	many	other	masterpieces.		Originally	a	greenhouse	for	orange	trees,
the	Musée	de	l'Orangerie	is	home	to	an	intimate	collection	of	Impressionist	and	Post-Impressionist	paintings	in	the	Tuileries	Gardens.	The	museum’s	star	attraction	is	Monet’s	Water	Lilies—eight	magnificent	murals	displayed	in	a	circular	room	designed	specifically	for	them,	creating	an	immersive	experience.	Let	me	tell	you,	this	room	changed	my
brain	chemistry.	I	was	in	complete	and	total	awe	of	the	movement,	detail,	and	color	use	of	Monet’s	works.		The	collection	also	features	works	by	artists	such	as	Picasso,	Cézanne,	and	Matisse.	The	museum	is	relatively	small	and	can	be	explored	in	a	couple	of	hours,	making	it	a	perfect	stop	during	a	leisurely	stroll	through	the	gardens.		One	of	the	most
recognizable	(and	controversial)	buildings	in	all	of	Paris	is	the	Centre	Pompidou.	The	building’s	design,	by	Renzo	Piano	and	Richard	Rogers,	is	a	striking	example	of	high-tech	architecture,	with	exposed	pipes,	color-coded	tubing,	and	external	escalators.	You	can’t	miss	it	–	and	you	might	not	like	either.	I	certainly	didn’t.	Regardless,	the	museum	is
considered	an	architectural	marvel.	It	is	Paris’s	hub	for	modern	&	contemporary	art,	housing	Europe's	largest	collection.	Inside,	the	museum	offers	a	wide	range	of	exhibits	from	artists	like	Picasso,	Kandinsky,	and	Duchamp,	as	well	as	innovative	contemporary	works.	Personally,	I	didn’t	love	the	collection.	But	admittedly,	contemporary	art	isn’t	my
favorite.	One	thing	I	did	love	though	was	the	rooftop	terrace	with	fantastic	views	over	the	city.	Plus,	the	museum	restaurant	is	excellent.		The	Eiffel	Tower	is	synonymous	with	Paris	and	stands	as	one	of	the	most	recognizable	monuments	in	the	world.	Yes,	it	may	be	touristy	to	take	pictures	of	it	--	but	you	have	to!	Built	for	the	1889	Exposition
Universelle	to	celebrate	the	centennial	of	the	French	Revolution,	the	tower	was	initially	criticized	for	its	bold	design.	It	wasn’t	long	before	it	became	a	beloved	symbol	of	France	though.		At	1063	feet	(324	meters)	tall,	the	Eiffel	Tower	offers	spectacular	views	of	the	city	from	its	various	observation	decks.	If	you	do	want	to	climb	the	tower,	you’ll	need	to
reserve	a	ticket	weeks	(if	not	months)	in	advance.	There	are	two	ticket	types:	one	ticket	for	elevator	use	and	one	for	the	stair	use.	Unsurprisingly,	the	stairs	are	the	cheaper	option.	There	are	two	viewing	platforms,	and	the	higher	you	go,	the	more	expensive	the	ticket	is.	Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	go	to	the	top	though.		I	haven’t	been	up	the	Eiffel
Tower	since	I	was	a	teenager.	I	prefer	a	view	of	Paris	that	includes	the	Eiffel	Tower	in	it	(more	on	that	below).	Surrounded	by	the	Champ	de	Mars	gardens,	you	can	easily	admire	the	Eiffel	Tower	without	going	up	to	the	top.	Don’t	miss	the	tower’s	evening	light	show,	which	sparkles	every	hour	after	sunset.	The	Arc	de	Triomphe	stands	proudly	at	the
top	of	the	Champs-Élysées	and	honors	those	who	fought	and	died	for	France.	At	the	base	of	the	arch	lies	the	Tomb	of	the	Unknown	Soldier,	with	an	eternal	flame	that	is	rekindled	each	evening.	Commissioned	by	Napoleon	Bonaparte	in	1806,	the	arch	is	adorned	with	sculptures	and	reliefs	depicting	key	battles	and	historical	events.	If	you	opted	not	to
climb	the	Eiffel	Tower,	I	might	recommend	climbing	the	Arc	de	Triomphe	instead.	It	is	WAY	less	stairs,	WAY	less	popular,	and	you	get	a	view	of	the	Eiffel	Tower.	Win,	win,	win.	Like	look	at	that	view	in	the	picture	below!	Visitors	can	climb	to	the	top	for	one	of	the	best	views	of	Paris,	especially	the	iconic	Champs-Élysées	leading	up	to	it.		The	Pantheon
in	the	Latin	Quarter	is	both	a	stunning	architectural	achievement	and	a	significant	historical	site.	Originally	built	as	a	church	dedicated	to	St.	Genevieve,	it	became	a	mausoleum	for	notable	French	figures,	such	as	Voltaire,	Rousseau,	Victor	Hugo,	and	Émile	Zola.	Visitors	can	explore	the	crypt,	which	houses	the	remains	of	these	celebrated	individuals.
The	Pantheon’s	impressive	dome,	designed	by	Jacques-Germain	Soufflot	and	modeled	off	the	Pantheon	in	Rome,	dominates	the	Paris	skyline.	Its	interior	is	equally	awe-inspiring,	with	intricate	frescoes	and	grand	columns.		Although	damaged	by	fire	in	2019,	Notre-Dame	de	Paris	remains	a	symbol	of	Gothic	architecture	and	French	cultural	heritage.
After	extensive	renovations,	Notre	Dame	reopened	in	December	2024.	I	was	lucky	enough	to	be	one	of	the	first	850,000	people	to	enter	in	the	first	month	since	reopening.	Construction	of	the	cathedral	began	in	1163	and	took	nearly	two	centuries	to	complete.	Its	grand	facade,	intricate	carvings,	flying	buttresses,	and	iconic	rose	windows	make	it	one
of	the	most	famous	Gothic	churches	in	the	world.		The	interior	is	equally	magnificent,	especially	after	its	fresh	cleaning.	With	towering	columns,	beautiful	painted	chapels,	and	the	famous	gargoyles	overlooking	the	Seine,	Notre	Dame	really	is	something	special.	The	Crypt	of	Notre-Dame	offers	a	fascinating	underground	museum	showcasing	the
history	of	the	cathedral	and	its	surroundings.	I	am	a	sucker	for	a	Gothic	Church,	and	Saint-Chappelle	might	be	one	of	the	prettiest	in	Europe.	Now,	I	still	prefer	my	beloved	Cologne	Cathedral	(aka	my	favorite	building	in	the	entire	world),	but	I	have	to	admit	that	Saint-Chappelle	is	a	Gothic	masterpiece.	Built	in	the	13th	century	by	King	Louis	IX	to
house	the	Crown	of	Thorns	relic,	the	chapel’s	soaring	architecture	and	intricate	glasswork	is	awe-inspiring.	Located	within	the	Supreme	Court	of	France	building,	you’ll	need	to	pass	through	security	before	entering	the	chapel.	Saint-Chappelle	is	often	overlooked	by	tourists,	but	its	quiet	majesty	is	well	worth	the	visit.	If	you	love	stained	glass,	then
you	absolutely	HAVE	to	go	to	Saint	Chapelle.	It	is	most	known	for	its	stunning	stained-glass	windows	that	tell	biblical	stories	in	vivid	color.	The	15	windows	stretch	from	floor	to	ceiling,	creating	a	breathtaking	display	of	light	and	color.	Offering	a	distinct	contrast	to	Notre	Dame	and	Sante	Chappelle,	Sacré-Cœur	Basilica	is	a	Romanesque-Byzantine
church	dedicated	to	the	Sacred	Heart	of	Jesus.	Completed	in	1914,	its	white-domed	silhouette	stands	out	against	the	Paris	skyline.	Perched	atop	Montmartre,	I	think	this	is	one	of	the	best	panoramic	views	of	Paris,	especially	at	sunset.	Plus,	it	is	free	to	enter.	The	most	notable	interior	feature	is	the	dazzling	Christ	in	Majesty	mosaic	in	the	apse.		The
Tuileries	Garden,	located	between	the	Louvre	and	Place	de	la	Concorde,	is	one	of	the	most	famous	public	gardens	in	Paris.	Created	by	Catherine	de	Médici	of	Florence	in	the	16th	century,	the	gardens	were	later	redesigned	by	the	renowned	landscape	architect	André	Le	Nôtre.	The	Tuileries	is	an	ideal	spot	for	a	relaxing	stroll,	with	symmetrical	paths,
fountains,	statues,	and	manicured	lawns.	Free	to	enter,	visitors	can	take	in	the	garden’s	beauty	while	enjoying	a	café	or	simply	lounging	by	the	ponds.	The	garden	also	hosts	temporary	art	exhibits	and	sculptures,	making	it	a	dynamic	spot	throughout	the	year.	It’s	a	peaceful	escape	in	the	heart	of	the	city,	especially	after	visiting	the	Louvre.	The	Jardin
du	Luxembourg	is	a	lush	haven	for	both	Parisians	and	visitors	alike.	I	personally	love	these	gardens,	and	visit	every	time	I	am	in	Paris.	The	park	is	filled	with	statues,	fountains,	and	flowerbeds.	Visitors	can	even	rent	toy	sailboats	to	float	on	the	grand	pond.	There	are	plenty	of	benches	to	relax,	and	the	garden	is	a	great	place	for	people-watching	or
enjoying	a	picnic.		Originally	designed	by	Marie	de	Médici,	also	from	Florence,	in	the	early	1600s,	the	garden	surrounds	the	Luxembourg	Palace.	No	longer	a	palace,	the	building	is	now	home	to	the	French	Senate.	Whether	you’re	strolling	its	neatly	trimmed	hedges	or	exploring	quieter	corners,	Luxembourg	Gardens	are	an	oasis	in	the	center	of	Paris.
Tucked	away	from	the	hustle	and	bustle	of	the	city,	the	Jardin	du	Palais	Royal	is	one	of	Paris’s	most	charming	and	lesser-known	gardens.	You’ll	find	it	just	behind	the	striking	Palais	Royal.	The	garden’s	neatly	manicured	lawns,	elegant	fountains,	and	centuries-old	trees	make	it	the	perfect	spot	for	a	relaxing	afternoon.	Surrounding	the	park	are	arcades,
which	are	home	to	chic	boutiques,	cafes,	and	the	famous	Comédie-Française,	France’s	oldest	active	theater.	Originally	created	in	the	17th	century	for	Cardinal	Richelieu,	Jardin	du	Palais	Royal	is	now	a	peaceful	retreat	beloved	by	locals.	There	are	always	local	people	there,	walking	their	dogs	or	enjoying	a	quick	lunch	on	one	of	the	benches.		I	love	just
walking	around	this	area	for	a	few	hours.	Don’t	forget	to	snap	a	picture	at	the	Colonnes	de	Buren.	This	modern	art	installation	features	striped	columns	that	add	a	touch	of	contemporary	art	to	the	historical	setting.		Paris	is	divided	into	20	arrondissements,	or	districts,	which	spiral	outward	in	a	clockwise	pattern	like	a	snail	shell.	These	districts	are
numbered	and	often	referred	to	by	their	number	(e.g.,	1st,	5th,	or	18th	Arrondissement).	It	starts	with	the	1st	Arrondissement	at	the	city	center.	The	lower-numbered	arrondissements	(1st	through	8th)	form	the	historic	and	geographic	core	of	Paris,	where	you’ll	find	iconic	landmarks	like	the	Louvre,	Notre-Dame,	and	the	Eiffel	Tower.	Each
arrondissement	has	its	own	unique	character,	landmarks,	and	local	vibe,	offering	a	diverse	range	of	experiences	within	the	city.	This	layout	makes	Paris	feel	like	a	patchwork	of	distinct	neighborhoods,	each	with	its	own	personality	and	treasures	to	explore.	Perched	on	a	hill	in	the	18th	Arrondissement,	Montmartre	is	one	of	Paris’s	most	enchanting
neighborhoods,	blending	bohemian	charm	with	breathtaking	views	of	the	city.	Known	for	its	artistic	history,	this	former	village	was	once	home	to	legendary	figures	like	Van	Gogh,	Picasso,	and	Renoir,	who	drew	inspiration	from	its	vibrant	atmosphere.		Today,	Montmartre	still	pulses	with	creativity,	full	of	street	performers,	artists	selling	portraits	in
Place	du	Tertre,	and	a	host	of	quaint	cafés	and	boutiques	waiting	to	be	discovered.	I	probably	wouldn’t	eat	dinner	in	this	area,	but	for	a	coffee	or	a	drink,	there	are	lots	of	options.	One	thing	to	be	aware	of	–	this	area	is	especially	prone	to	street	scammers,	so	please	keep	your	eye	on	your	personal	items	and	be	skeptical	of	anyone	that	approaches	you.
The	Latin	Quarter,	located	on	the	Left	Bank	of	the	Seine	in	the	5th	Arrondissement,	is	one	of	Paris’s	oldest	and	most	atmospheric	neighborhoods.	Home	to	one	of	the	world’s	oldest	universities,	the	neighborhood	is	brimming	with	intellectual	charm	and	a	lively	mix	of	students,	locals,	and	tourist.	A	must-visit	is	Shakespeare	and	Company,	the	legendary
English-language	bookstore	that	has	been	a	haven	for	writers	and	dreamers	since	the	1920s.	Don’t	miss	the	chance	to	visit	the	Collège	des	Bernardins,	a	beautifully	restored	13th-century	monastery	that	often	hosts	art	exhibitions	and	cultural	events.	Huitrerie	Regis:	freshest	oysters	in	Paris!	No-reservations	needed.	Every	customer	is	required	to
order	at	least	a	dozen	oysters,	which	come	with	really	good	bread	and	excellent	salted	butter.		Odette:	specializing	in	cream	puffs,	these	delicate	choux	pastries,	filled	with	a	variety	of	rich	creams,	are	a	real	treat.		Rue	Mouffetard:	one	of	Paris’s	oldest	streets,	and	browse	its	market	stalls,	gourmet	shops,	and	quaint	eateries	Le	Bon	Marché:	elegant
and	historic	department	store	with	great	shopping	and	an	even	better	gourmet	food	hall.	Features	an	incredible	selection	of	fine	wines,	cheeses,	pastries,	and	international	delicacies.		Crêperie	Chez	Germain:	authentic	Breton	crêpes.	Sweet	or	savoury	filling	options	available.	The	classic	savory	is	a	ham,	egg,	and	cheese	combo.	Perfect	for	wandering,
this	neighborhood	is	filled	with	art	galleries,	vintage	stores,	and	hidden	courtyards,	Le	Marais	is	one	of	Paris’s	most	vibrant	and	historic	neighborhoods.	Known	for	its	medieval	charm,	trendy	boutiques,	and	cultural	diversity,	its	narrow	cobblestone	streets	now	buzz	with	an	eclectic	mix	of	old-world	elegance	and	modern	flair.	You’ll	find	historic
landmarks	like	the	Place	des	Vosges,	Paris’s	oldest	planned	square,	and	the	Musée	Carnavalet,	which	tells	the	city’s	fascinating	story.	Le	Marais	is	also	home	to	the	city’s	Jewish	Quarter,	with	delicious	falafel	shops	along	Rue	des	Rosiers,	as	well	as	a	thriving	LGBTQ+	scene	with	lively	bars	and	cafés.		Pain	de	Sucre:	beautiful	pâtisserie	shop.	Don’t
miss	Le	Rosemary,	which	has	a	rosemary	sablé	tart	base	filled	with	rhubarb,	raspberries,	and	rosemary	essence.	Breizh	Café:	creative	crêpes	and	galettes.	I	would	recommend	going	for	something	a	bit	more	unusual.	Like	a	smoked	herring-	and	potato-filled	galette,	or	a	ratatouille	vegetarian	galette.		Miznon:	best	sandwich	shop	in	Paris.	Miznon



brings	Middle	Eastern	street	food	to	Paris	with	a	creative	twist.	You’ll	find	a	range	of	sandwiches	L'As	du	Fallafel:	Serving	up	the	best	falafel	sandwich	in	Paris,	maybe	even	all	of	Europe.	The	pitas	are	overflowing	with	crisp	chickpea	balls,	tangy	tahini,	and	fresh	veggies.	When	my	mom	said	she	wanted	to	celebrate	her	60th	birthday	by	going	to	the
Catacombs,	I’ll	admit	that	I	was	a	little	worried	about	her.	But	it	is	truly	a	unique	Parisian	experience.	The	Catacombs	are	a	vast	network	of	tunnels	and	chambers	that	house	the	remains	of	over	six	million	people.	Originally	created	in	the	18th	century	as	a	solution	to	overcrowded	cemeteries,	nowadays	the	Catacombs	offer	an	eerie	yet	fascinating
glimpse	into	Paris’s	history.		You’ll	need	to	buy	tickets	in	advance,	because	there	is	a	limited	number	of	admissions	daily.	Plus,	the	Catacombs	are	located	in	the	14th	arrondissement	so	it	takes	a	bit	of	planning	to	get	out	there.	Once	inside,	you’ll	see	tunnels	lined	with	neatly	arranged	bones,	and	the	eerie	atmosphere	is	both	haunting	and	humbling.
Be	sure	to	wear	comfortable	shoes	and	layerable	clothes,	as	the	tour	is	underground	in	cooler	temperatures	and	uneven	surfaces.	Located	in	the	opulent	Fragonard	boutique	near	the	Opéra	Garnier,	the	Musée	du	Parfum	offers	a	sensory	journey	through	the	history	and	art	of	perfumery.	Fragonard	is	a	4th	generation	woman-owned	fragrance	house
that	has	been	producing	their	signature	fragrances	since	the	1920s.	A	tour	through	the	museum	showcases	the	fascinating	process	behind	the	creation	of	perfumes.	Visitors	can	explore	the	ancient	origins	of	fragrances,	learn	about	the	distillation	process,	and	discover	the	techniques	used	by	master	perfumers.	It’s	a	fragrant,	immersive	experience	for
anyone	with	an	interest	in	luxury	and	olfactory	art.	For	a	fun	and	unique	way	to	see	Paris,	consider	taking	a	sunset	bike	ride	through	the	city.	I	did	a	small-group	bike	ride	with	Curiosity	Collective	and	it	was	one	of	the	highlights	of	my	time	in	Paris.	To	be	fair,	I	already	love	cycling	and	recommend	it	in	all	sorts	of	cities	like	Copenhagen,	Dublin	and
Bruges.	Their	tour	takes	you	through	Paris’s	most	iconic	landmarks,	including	the	Eiffel	Tower,	Louvre,	and	Notre-Dame,	all	bathed	in	the	warm	glow	of	the	setting	sun.	You	end	with	a	glass	of	champagne	(or	sparkling	juice)	beneath	the	Eiffel	Tower	just	as	it	lights	up.	Talk	about	romance!	It’s	an	active,	memorable	way	to	explore	the	city	and	get	a
new	perspective	on	Paris’s	beauty.	A	cabaret	show	is	a	fantastic	way	to	experience	the	theatrical	side	of	Parisian	culture.	Music,	dance,	and	spectacle	come	together	to	create	a	night	of	unforgettable	entertainment.	Moulin	Rouge,	located	in	the	Montmartre	district,	is	the	most	famous	Burlesque	show	in	Paris.	There	is	an	entire	musical	dedicated	to	it
after	all!	With	its	iconic	red	windmill	and	extravagant	performances,	Le	Moulin	Rouge	is	a	classic	with	stunning	costumes,	entertaining	numbers,	and	daring	tricks.	Ticket	prices	are	expensive	though.		Somewhat	more	affordable,	Le	Lido	and	Crazy	Horse	are	also	popular	venues	offering	a	mix	of	glamorous	dancers	and	avant-garde	performances.	Le
Lido	is	the	most	high-tech	of	the	shows	while	Crazy	Horse	is	definitely	the	most	risqué	of	the	shows..	Paris	is	divided	into	20	arrondissements	or	neighborhoods,	so	choosing	the	right	area	for	accommodation	during	your	Paris	trip	is	a	critical	decision.	I	have	visited	Paris	many	different	times,	and	I	try	to	stay	in	different	areas	on	each	visit.	You	could
argue	that	there	is	not	a	bad	area	to	stay	in	Paris;	but	if	it	is	your	first	visit,	you	will	want	to	stay	closer	to	the	heart	of	the	city.	This	helps	maximize	your	time	exploring	rather	than	moving	around	on	the	metro.	1st	Arrondissement:	most	central	area	for	touristic	exploration,	but	comes	with	the	highest	price	tags	and	swankiest	digs.	Le	Marais:	historic
and	central	neighborhood	offers	excellent	walkability,	great	transit	connections,	and	some	of	the	city’s	best	dining,	shopping,	and	attractions.	2nd	Arrondissement:	trendy	area	with	amazing	food,	drinks,	and	a	slightly	lower	price	tag	than	Le	Marais,	making	it	a	favorite	for	cool	vibes	and	convenience.	Latin	Quarter:	very	close	to	Notre	Dame,	The
Seine,	and	the	Pantheon.	Hotel	prices	here	to	be	more	expensive	than	in	Montmartre,	but	it	is	a	beautiful	and	central	neighbourhood		9th	Arrondissement:	budget-friendly,	central	option	with	vibrant	nightlife,	affordable	hotels,	and	plenty	of	wine	bars,	coffee	shops,	and	restaurants	nearby.	Montmartre	(18th	Arr.):	Ideal	for	a	romantic	getaway,	this
charming	hilltop	village	with	cobblestone	streets	and	artistic	history	feels	like	a	fairy	tale	but	is	slightly	farther	from	the	city	center.	If	you’re	on	a	short	visit,	I	recommend	staying	in	one	spot.	However,	if	you	are	going	to	be	visiting	Paris	for	longer,	you	might	consider	changing	locations	to	get	a	different	experience.	Foodie	travelers,	like	myself,	will
delight	in	all	of	the	incredible	restaurants,	bakeries	and	bistros	that	Paris	has	to	offer.	From	buttery	croissants	that	practically	melt	in	your	mouth	to	elegant	Michelin-starred	dinners,	the	food	in	Paris	is	nothing	short	of	legendary.	To	avoid	this	post	getting	too	long	(although	it	is	already	quite	long,	lol),	I	have	an	entirely	separate	Paris	restaurant
guide.	With	my	food	travel	guide,	you’ll	savor	the	very	best	that	Paris	has	to	offer,	broken	down	by	meal	so	you’re	never	far	from	your	next	delicious	bite.	Read	My	Full	Paris	Restaurant	List	Paris	is	the	capital	city	of	France,	and	it	was	built	along	the	Seine	River.	It	attracts	millions	of	visitors	every	year	for	its	rich	culture,	art,	and	history.	Paris	has
many	things	to	offer	for	all	kinds	of	travellers.	We	carefully	crafted	an	itinerary	for	Paris	so	that	you	can	catch	everything	on	our	5-day,	7-day,	and	10-day	plans.	Paris	will	create	a	memorable	experience	with	its	unlimited	places	for	excitement.	You	can	taste	the	freshly	baked	croissant	at	Paris	cafes,	explore	world-class	art	collections	and	simply	stroll
around	the	Eiffel	Tower.	Paris	promises	a	journey	full	of	wonders	and	delights.Paris	Trip	PlanningThe	following	are	some	helpful	tips	you	should	consider	before	crafting	the	itinerary	for	Paris.Visa	Requirements	and	Travel	EssentialsTo	enter	Paris,	you	should	have	a	French	or	Schengen	Visa.	You	can	apply	for	one	at	your	country’s	French	embassy	or
consulate.	Comprehensive	travel	insurance	is	available	to	cover	any	unexpected	events.Best	Time	to	Visit	ParisThe	best	time	to	visit	Paris	is	in	April,	May,	September,	and	October.	Paris	has	pleasant	weather	during	this	time	so	that	you	can	roam	easily.	The	summer,	from	June	to	August,	is	also	mild.	However,	it	will	be	crowded	because	vacations	in
Europe	start	there.	October	to	February	is	winter	in	Paris.	It	will	be	mild	and	wet,	but	some	businesses	will	be	closed	then.Transportation	OptionsYou	can	use	friendly	transportation	options	like	the	bus,	metro,	and	RER	subway.	Another	unique	option	is	to	hire	a	bicycle	or	electric	scooter.	For	an	expensive	ride,	you	can	opt	for	a	Taxi.	The	Paris	metro,
tramway,	and	Montmartre	Funicular	are	some	other	transportation	options	in	Paris.Currency	Exchange	and	Approximate	CostsYou	can	exchange	your	money	with	some	banks	in	Paris.	Many	exchange	bureaus	are	also	available	in	many	places.	However,	they	charge	a	commission	for	the	exchange.	Bueraus,	like	CCF,	display	the	exchange	rate	outside
for	your	convenience.	Additionally,	you	can	withdraw	euros	from	24-hour	cash	points	using	your	international	credit	and	debit	cards.Check	out	How	to	Apply	for	France	Tourist	Visa	from	India	guide	for	more	details.Paris	Itinerary	for	5	DaysIn	this	5-day	itinerary	for	Paris,	you	can	experience	the	best	of	what	the	city	of	Lights	offers.Day	1:	Iconic
LandmarksOn	arrival	in	Paris,	start	your	day	by	visiting	the	iconic	Eiffel	Tower	at	sunrise.	Then,	you	can	stroll	in	Champ	de	Mars	and	finish	your	day	by	exploring	Trocadéro	Gardens.Day	2:	Historical	ParisYou	can	see	the	Notre	Dame	Cathedral.	Even	if	it	is	closed	for	renovation	when	you	visit,	you	can	still	explore	the	streets	around	the	cathedral.
Visit	Sainte-Chapelle,	which	is	famous	for	its	stunning	interiors,	and	finally,	you	can	enjoy	the	charm	of	the	Latin	Quarter.Day	3:	Art	and	CultureStart	your	day	by	visiting	the	Louvre	Museum,	Musée	d’Orsay,	and	the	historic	opera	house	Palais	Garnier.	These	museums	are	famous	for	their	world-class	paintings,	sculptures,	furniture,	and
photography.Day	4:	Modern	ParisVisit	the	Centre	Pompidou.	It	is	famous	for	its	modern	and	contemporary	art.	Then,	head	to	the	modern	neighbourhoods	of	Paris	like	Le	Marais	and	Canal	Saint-Martin.Day	5:	Day	Trip	to	VersaillesExplore	the	Palace	of	Versailles,	its	gardens,	and	Marie	Antoinette’s	Estate.	You	can	also	see	the	hall	of	mirrors,	musical
fountain	shows	and	many	more.	Allow	a	whole	day	to	visit	Versailles	as	there	are	many	things	to	see	and	do.Paris	Itinerary	for	7	DaysHere	is	a	well-crafted	7-day	itinerary	for	Paris.	Delve	into	some	more	of	the	fascinating	sites	of	Paris	with	this	extended	itinerary.Day	1-5:	Follow	the	5-Day	ItineraryFollow	the	above	5-day	itinerary,	then	continue	your
6th	day	from	this	7-day	itinerary.Day	6:	Montmartre	and	Sacré-CœurHead	to	Montmartre.	It	is	known	for	its	artistic	ambience.	You	can	explore	the	city	on	foot.	Many	artists	can	be	found	who	will	portray	you	for	a	few	euros.Day	7:	Leisure	DayEnjoy	the	sunshine	and	relax	at	Luxembourg	Gardens	with	flowers,	then	visit	the	Panthéon.	Shop	on	the
Champs-Élysées.Paris	Itinerary	for	10	DaysHere	is	the	France	10	days	itinerary.	Check	out	the	best	places	to	visit	in	Paris.Day	1-7:	Follow	the	7-Day	ItineraryFollow	the	above	7-day	itinerary	for	Paris	and	continue	this	from	the	8th	day	of	your	trip.Day	8:	Day	Trip	to	Disneyland	ParisOne	day	is	never	enough	to	explore	the	whole	place.	It	is	an
entertainment-filled	resort	with	two	theme	parks,	hotels,	a	golf	course,	and	more.	Save	your	day	to	have	fun	at	Disneyland.Day	9:	Explore	the	Catacombs	and	MontparnasseVisit	the	Catacombs	of	Paris.	Apart	from	the	lights	of	Paris,	they	provide	a	dark	underworld	experience.	You	can	trek	to	the	peak	of	Paris,	Montparnasse	Tower,	and	take	a	picture
of	yourself	with	the	Eiffel	Tower	behind.Day	10:	Return	to	Paris	and	DepartureOn	returning	to	Paris,	you	can	check	out	Michelin-star	restaurants,	do	vintage	shopping,	and	taste	the	four-euro	wine.	You	can	leave	the	city	full	of	memories.Paris	Travel	ItineraryThe	city	of	love	has	endless	things	to	admire,	like	art,	fashion,	food,	and	culture.Day	1:	Arrival
and	City	HighlightsGet	on	the	floor	of	Paris	and	start	exploring	the	city’s	beauty.	Enjoy	Picasso’s	artistic	lineage.	Shop	at	flea	markets,	and	never	forget	to	taste	the	enticing	patisseries	and	boulangeries.Day	2:	Cultural	and	Historical	SitesIf	you	are	a	historian,	go	to	the	top	of	the	Arc	de	Triomphe	and	learn	about	the	history	of	Napoleon.	Then,	walk	to
Champs-Élysées.	Finally,	get	all	the	way	up	to	the	Place	de	la	Concorde.	You	can	enjoy	the	charm	of	the	Arc	de	Triomphe	from	here.Day	3:	Natural	and	Scenic	SpotsGiverny	is	one	of	the	most	beautiful	villages	in	France.	You	can	enjoy	a	day	trip	to	Monet’s	Gardens	in	Giverny.	Or	you	can	have	a	relaxing	boat	ride	on	the	Seine	River.Southern	Paris
Travel	ItineraryThere	are	a	plethora	of	places	to	see	in	southern	Paris,	including	botanical	gardens,	unusual	green	spaces,	a	walk	in	the	woods,	and	more.	You	can	utilise	our	south	of	France	itinerary	for	a	smooth	trip.Day	1-3:	Explore	ParisYou	can	visit	Paris	with	our	3	days	in	Paris	itinerary.	Visit	Parc	Montsouris,	Jardin	Atlantique,	and	botanical
gardens.	Visit	Forêt	Domaniale	de	Meudon	and	enjoy	fishing,	mountain	biking	and	hiking	in	the	lungs	of	southern	Paris.Day	4:	Loire	Valley	AdventureVisit	the	Loire	Valley.	You	can	find	many	fairy	tale	castles	like	Château	de	Chambord	and	Château	de	Chenonceau.	These	two	castles	captivate	visitors	with	their	beautiful	architecture	and	history.Day	5:
Return	to	ParisWhen	you	return	to	Paris,	stroll	through	the	back	streets	and	watch	the	Eiffel	Tower	light	up.	During	evenings,	you	can	feel	laid	back	when	you	see	the	people	around	you	singing	and	dancing.Paris	and	Surroundings	Travel	ItineraryDay	1:	Arrival	and	City	HighlightsYou	can	start	your	day	by	visiting	the	beauty	of	Luxembourg	Gardens.
If	you	are	an	art	lover,	then	Saint-Germain-des-Prés	is	for	you.	Go	to	the	Pantheon	and	learn	the	history	of	the	French	people.Day	2:	Royal	Castles	ExcursionSave	time	to	have	a	day	trip	to	Versailles.	Explore	the	King’s	Grand	Apartments,	the	Hall	of	Mirrors,	the	Château	de	Versailles	and	its	gardens.Day	3:	Cultural	and	Historical	SitesYou	can	visit
Musée	Rodin	and	immerse	yourself	in	Auguste	Rodin’s	masterpiece.	Then	head	to	Les	Invalides.	The	main	feature	of	this	building	is	the	107-metre	dome,	where	Napoleon	I	was	buried.	Save	the	last	for	the	best	and	glimpse	the	Eiffel	Tower.You	can	also	check	our	Where	to	Stay	in	Paris:	Ultimate	Guide	for	Every	TravellerBest	Itinerary	for	ParisWith
our	customised	itinerary	for	Paris,	you	can	craft	your	perfect	Parisian	adventure.	Moreover,	you	can	blend	different	itineraries	for	a	unique	and	personalised	experience.	Include	the	hidden	gems	and	off-beat	places	in	your	bucket	list.	Some	of	them	include	Butte-aux-Cailles,	Promenade	Plantée,	and	Canal	Saint-Martin.	You	can	also	enhance	your	trip
by	adding	some	activities	like	Seine	River	Cruise,	Cooking	Class,	Bike	Tour,	and	Wine	Tasting	to	get	yourself	as	local.Key	TakeawaysParis	offers	an	array	of	experiences	for	all	types	of	travellers.	You	can	visit	the	Eiffel	Tower,	Versailles,	Disneyland,	the	Louvre	Museum,	the	Musée	d’Orsay,	and	many	more.	Our	detailed	itineraries	for	5,	7,	and	10	days
ensure	you	make	the	most	of	your	Parisian	adventure.	Start	planning	your	unforgettable	journey	today!Paris	can	be	expensive,	but	you	can	also	have	budget-friendly	options	to	explore	Paris	without	breaking	the	bank.	For	budget-friendly	travel,	you	need	approximately	60	to	80	euros	per	day.	You	may	have	to	spend	around	250	euros	daily	on	an
expensive	trip.You	can	wear	a	lightweight	jacket,	jeans,	and	comfortable	walking	shoes	for	spring.	For	summer,	you	can	wear	lightweight	and	breathable	clothes.	In	winter,	you	can	wear	warm	sweaters	or	thermals,	long-sleeved	shirts	or	blouses,	coats	or	jackets,	and	thick	pants	or	jeans.Paris	is	an	amazing	destination	for	solo	travellers.	However,	for
safety,	you	should	stay	vigilant	in	crowded	areas.	Use	reputable	transportation	options,	and	keep	your	belongings	secure.Paris	is	an	excellent	destination	for	family	travel.	It	offers	a	variety	of	family-friendly	places	and	activities,	including	Disneyland	Paris,	Parc	Astérix,	Jardin	des	Tuileries,	and	Bateaux	Mouches.
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