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When	you	drive	your	car,	you	expect	that	the	transmission	will	shift	seamlessly	between	gears,	but	thats	not	always	the	case.	If	there	is	a	problem	with	the	transmission,	it	could	begin	exhibiting	trouble	shifting	between	gears.	If	the	auto	transmission	wont	shift	into	third	gear,	you	could	be	looking	at	a	multitude	of	problems.	In	this	article,	we	discuss
the	reasons	why	your	automatic	transmission	wont	shift	out	of	second	gear.	We	also	look	at	the	steps	you	can	take	to	repair	the	problem.	Causes	of	Transmission	that	Wont	Shift	into	3rd	Gear	Issues	with	shifting	the	automatic	transmission	to	3rd	gear	often	relate	to	degraded	transmission	fluid.	However,	the	transmission	could	also	be	struggling
because	of	a	bad	torque	converter,	a	faulty	PCM	or	a	damaged	shift	solenoid	that	needs	to	be	repaired.	Here	is	a	more	detailed	list	of	why	your	transmission	wont	shift	into	3rd	gear:	1.	Contaminated	Transmission	Fluid	Transmission	fluid	is	needed	to	lubricate	the	gears	and	moving	parts	located	inside.	It	operates	much	like	motor	oil,	except	its
designed	specifically	for	the	transmission.	When	the	transmission	fluid	gets	old,	dirt	and	debris	begin	to	build	up	in	it.	Degraded	transmission	fluid	makes	it	much	more	difficult	for	shifting	to	occur	normally.	It	can	also	damage	the	transmission	permanently	if	it	isnt	flushed	and	replaced	promptly.	Check	your	vehicle	owners	manual	to	find	out	how
often	the	transmission	fluid	should	be	replaced.	Following	these	guidelines	can	ensure	the	transmission	remains	in	optimal	health.	2.	Malfunctioning	Shift	Solenoid	Inside	the	transmission,	there	are	several	shift	solenoids	that	are	responsible	for	changing	the	gears	automatically	for	you	when	the	TCM	decides	to	do	so.	If	one	of	these	fails,	it	can	cause
shifting	issues	with	any	gear,	including	3rd	gear,	so	it	is	therefore	very	possible	that	a	bad	shift	solenoid	is	to	blame.	The	shift	solenoids	are	most	often	reached	by	removing	the	valve	body,	which	is	done	by	removing	the	transmission	oil	pan	of	your	car,	but	in	some	cases,	you	have	to	remove	the	transmission	completely	and	take	that	transmission
apart.	RELATED:	7	Symptoms	of	a	Bad	Shift	Solenoid	2.	Bad	Torque	Converter	The	torque	converter	is	responsible	for	engaging	and	disengaging	the	transmission	from	the	engine.	It	includes	vital	components,	such	as	a	stator	and	a	turbine.	Any	of	the	parts	in	the	torque	converter	can	fail,	leading	to	a	slipping	transmission.	It	can	also	lead	to	trouble
shifting	into	a	particular	gear.	4.	Faulty	PCM	or	TCM	When	the	PCM	or	TCM	fails,	the	transmission	performance	is	degraded.	The	PCM	or	TCM	is	responsible	for	controlling	the	gearbox.	In	this	way,	it	acts	as	the	systems	brain.	As	the	PCM	starts	to	fail,	you	may	notice	other	symptoms	as	well.	Its	common	to	see	the	Check	Engine	Light	and	experience
erratic	shifting	patterns.	The	vehicle	might	even	go	into	the	Limp	Mode	until	the	problem	is	resolved.	What	to	Do	When	Auto	Transmission	Wont	Shift	1.	Check	the	Fluid	The	first	step	when	you	are	having	any	trouble	with	your	automatic	transmission	is	to	check	the	fluid.	Unless	your	vehicle	has	a	sealed	transmission,	you	will	be	able	to	pull	out	the
dipstick	and	read	the	levels.	Make	sure	you	wipe	it	off	and	put	it	back	in	for	a	more	accurate	reading.	If	the	levels	are	low	or	below	the	fill	line,	its	time	to	add	some	fluid.	While	you	are	checking	how	much	fluid	there	is,	be	sure	to	also	check	the	condition.	The	color	of	the	fluid	offers	a	lot	of	information	about	the	health	of	the	transmission.	If	the	fluid
is	good,	it	will	be	a	red-pink	color.	As	it	gets	older,	it	starts	to	turn	brown,	indicating	its	time	for	a	transmission	fluid	flush.	However,	if	the	fluid	is	black	or	dark	brown	and	has	a	burnt	smell	or	metal	shavings	included,	you	could	be	looking	at	larger	problems.	RELATED:	Transmission	Fluid	Color	Chart	(5	Different	Colors)	2.	Read	Trouble	Codes	When
there	is	a	fault	in	the	cars	computers,	an	error	code	is	set.	You	can	read	these	codes	and	learn	more	about	the	problem	with	an	OBDII	scanner.	Each	vehicle	uses	different	codes,	although	there	are	some	that	are	universal.	For	example,	you	might	see	a	P0606	or	P0113	code	if	there	is	an	issue	with	the	PCM.	Whatever	code	you	see,	its	possible	to	do
some	research	online	and	hunt	down	the	trouble	for	a	quick	fix.	3.	Contact	A	Professional	Even	if	you	are	a	skilled	mechanic,	you	might	encounter	a	problem	that	is	over	your	head.	If	you	see	a	code	that	you	dont	know	how	to	resolve	or	you	are	unsure	why	the	transmission	is	acting	up,	its	best	to	get	professional	guidance.	In	many	cases,	prompt
attention	can	alleviate	larger	transmission	problems	down	the	road.	The	longer	you	let	the	issue	continue,	the	more	damage	might	occur	to	the	transmission.	Hopefully,	the	problem	is	related	to	a	simple	issue	that	can	be	resolved	quickly.	What	would	cause	the	transmission	not	to	shift?Due	to	its	complexity,	several	potential	causes	might	stop	the
automatic	transmission	from	shifting.	The	first	thing	to	check	is	the	transmission	fluid,	which	may	be	low	or	contaminated.	Other	likely	failure	points	include	bad	shift	solenoids,	a	slipping	torque	converter,	and	a	faulty	transmission	control	module.	In	addition,	there	are	a	variety	of	engine	and	vehicle	sensors	that	provide	data	necessary	for	the
transmissions	operation.	Using	an	OBD2	scan	tool	to	check	the	stored	error	codes	could	reveal	a	lot	here.What	causes	a	transmission	to	slip	in	3rd	gear?An	automatic	transmission	may	slip	in	3rd	gear	for	a	variety	of	reasons.	Most	potential	causes	coincide	with	those	that	would	result	in	other	gearshift	issues,	such	as	low	transmission	fluid	levels	or
faulty	shift	solenoids.	But	apart	from	that,	theres	also	a	failure	point	specific	to	3rd	gear	issues,	and	thats	the	torque	converter	clutch.	This	mechanical	coupling,	which	connects	the	engine	to	the	transmission,	may	become	worn	or	damaged	over	time,	causing	3rd	gear	to	slip	or	not	engage.How	do	you	fix	a	transmission	not	shifting?If	an	automatic
transmission	is	having	shifting	issues	or	slipping,	checking	its	fluid	level	is	the	first	thing	to	do.	Apart	from	insufficient	lubrication,	this	fluid,	if	low,	will	overheat	and	lose	its	ability	to	move	mechanical	components.	If	this	doesnt	help,	checking	the	codes	might	help	narrow	down	the	problem.	Clogged	or	worn	shift	solenoids	are	a	common	issue,
especially	in	transmissions	whose	fluid	changes	have	been	neglected.	Apart	from	that,	its	possible	to	have	a	slipping	torque	converter	or	a	faulty	transmission	control	module.Can	low	transmission	fluid	cause	no	shifting?Yes,	the	automatic	transmission	will	likely	have	shifting	issues	or	even	start	slipping	if	the	fluid	level	is	low.	If	there	isnt	enough	of	it,
the	transmission	fluid	will	overheat,	which	affects	its	hydraulic	properties.	Consequently,	the	transmissions	operation	will	be	affected,	as	it	uses	pressurized	transmission	fluid	to	move	its	mechanical	components.	This	is	why	the	correct	fluid	level	is	vital	for	automatic	transmission.	Modern	automatic	transmissions,	with	their	sensitive	and	precisely-
made	components,	are	elaborate	and	complex	devices.	As	a	result,	even	the	slightest	irregularity	may	affect	their	operation,	causing	gear	shift	issues	or	slipping.	This,	in	most	cases,	happens	because	of	low	transmission	fluid	levels	or	bad	shift	solenoids.	Apart	from	that,	a	malfunctioning	torque	converter	or	faulty	transmission	control	module	may
cause	various	gearshift	issues.	If	your	transmission	is	slipping	or	not	shifting	correctly,	you	should	check	it	immediately.	Driving	with	a	malfunctioning	automatic	transmission	can	quickly	result	in	costly	damage.	Categories:	Transmission,	Troubleshooting	Car	stuck	in	3rd	gear	automatic	is	a	common	issue	faced	by	car	owners.	This	issue	occurs	when
the	transmission	does	not	shift	from	third	gear	to	a	higher	or	lower	gear.	This	can	be	caused	by	a	variety	of	different	things,	such	as	worn	out	gears,	faulty	sensors,	or	low	transmission	fluid	levels.	If	the	problem	is	not	addressed	in	a	timely	manner,	it	can	lead	to	more	serious	issues,	such	as	excessive	wear	and	tear	on	the	transmission,	causing	it	to
fail.	In	order	to	fix	this	issue,	you	will	need	to	have	your	car	serviced	by	a	qualified	mechanic	who	can	diagnose	the	problem	and	make	repairs	as	necessary.Automobile:	Car	Stuck	in	3rd	Gear	AutomaticHaving	an	automatic	transmission	stuck	in	third	gear	can	be	a	very	difficult	and	stressful	situation.	It	can	be	difficult	to	identify	the	cause	and	make
the	necessary	repairs.	However,	with	a	few	tips	and	tricks,	you	can	get	your	car	moving	again	in	no	time.Reasons	for	Automatic	Transmission	Stuck	in	Third	GearThere	are	a	few	common	reasons	why	an	automatic	transmission	might	become	stuck	in	third	gear.	The	most	common	cause	is	low	fluid	level,	which	can	be	caused	by	a	leak	or	simply
forgetting	to	check	the	level	of	fluid	regularly.	Another	common	issue	is	clogged	filters,	which	can	prevent	the	transmission	from	shifting	properly.	Faulty	solenoids	or	linkage	can	also	cause	problems,	as	well	as	damage	to	the	transmission	case	itself.Diagnosis	and	Repair	of	Automatic	Transmission	Stuck	in	Third	GearThe	first	step	in	diagnosing	and
repairing	an	automatic	transmission	stuck	in	third	gear	is	to	check	the	fluid	level.	If	its	low,	youll	need	to	refill	it	with	fresh	fluid	before	proceeding	any	further.	Next,	youll	want	to	check	the	filter	for	any	clogs	or	build-up	that	could	be	preventing	proper	shifting.	Once	this	is	done,	youll	need	to	test	the	solenoid	valves	and	linkage	to	ensure	theyre
working	properly.	Lastly,	youll	need	to	examine	the	transmission	case	for	any	signs	of	damage	that	could	be	causing	your	problem.	Tips	for	Handling	a	Car	Stuck	in	Third	GearThe	best	thing	you	can	do	when	faced	with	an	automatic	transmission	stuck	in	third	gear	is	to	know	when	its	time	to	pull	over	and	shut	off	your	car.	Trying	to	force	the	shifter
out	of	gear	could	result	in	further	damage	so	its	best	avoided	if	possible.	You	should	also	avoid	aggressive	maneuvers	or	acceleration	until	your	car	has	been	sufficiently	repaired	as	this	could	lead	to	further	problems	down	the	road.Dealing	with	a	Car	Stuck	in	Third	Gear	on	an	Automatic	TransmissionHaving	a	car	stuck	in	third	gear	on	an	automatic
transmission	can	be	a	scary	experience.	It	can	be	difficult	to	know	what	to	do	and	how	to	handle	the	situation	safely	and	effectively.	Fortunately,	with	the	right	safety	precautions	and	some	professional	assistance,	it	is	possible	to	get	your	car	back	up	and	running	smoothly.	Making	Sure	You	Have	Enough	Space	to	ParkWhen	dealing	with	a	car	stuck	in
third	gear,	it	is	important	to	make	sure	that	you	have	enough	space	before	starting	any	repairs	or	troubleshooting.	Ideally,	you	should	park	in	an	open	area	where	you	will	have	plenty	of	room	to	work.	This	will	help	ensure	that	you	are	able	to	safely	work	on	your	vehicle	without	any	hazards	or	obstacles	getting	in	your	way.	Professional	Assistance
Needed	When	a	Car	is	Stuck	in	Third	GearIn	some	cases,	it	may	be	necessary	to	call	a	professional	mechanic	or	tow	truck	if	your	car	is	stuck	in	third	gear.	Calling	a	professional	mechanic	can	be	beneficial	as	they	are	experienced	professionals	who	understand	how	cars	work	and	can	quickly	diagnose	the	issue	and	get	it	fixed.	If	your	car	is	unable	to
move	or	has	been	damaged	due	to	the	transmission	issue,	then	calling	a	tow	truck	may	be	the	best	option	instead	of	a	mechanic	as	they	will	be	able	to	transport	your	vehicle	safely	without	causing	further	damage.	Safety	Precautions	When	Dealing	with	a	Car	That	is	Stuck	in	Third	GearWhen	working	on	any	automotive	repairs,	safety	should	always
come	first.	When	dealing	with	a	car	stuck	in	third	gear	on	an	automatic	transmission,	there	are	several	safety	precautions	that	should	be	taken.	It	is	important	to	keep	yourself	and	others	away	from	moving	parts	of	the	car	while	working	on	them,	as	well	as	wearing	protective	clothing	and	safety	glasses	at	all	times.	Additionally,	it	is	important	to
disconnect	the	battery	before	working	on	any	electrical	components	for	added	safety	measure.	Overall,	having	a	car	stuck	in	third	gear	can	cause	major	stress	but	understanding	how	to	handle	the	situation	properly	can	help	make	things	much	easier	and	safer	when	dealing	with	this	common	automotive	issue.	By	following	these	tips	and	seeking
professional	assistance	when	needed,	you	can	help	ensure	that	you	get	back	on	the	road	safely	and	quickly!FAQ	&	AnswersQ:	What	are	the	common	reasons	for	an	automatic	transmission	getting	stuck	in	third	gear?A:	Common	reasons	for	an	automatic	transmission	getting	stuck	in	third	gear	include	low	fluid	level,	clogged	filter,	faulty	solenoid,
broken	linkage,	and	damaged	transmission	case.	Q:	What	should	I	do	if	my	car	is	stuck	in	third	gear?A:	If	your	car	is	stuck	in	third	gear,	you	should	pull	over	and	shut	off	the	car.	Do	not	attempt	to	force	the	shifter	out	of	gear	or	make	any	aggressive	maneuvers	or	acceleration.	Make	sure	you	have	enough	room	to	park	safely.	Q:	When	should	I	call	a
professional	mechanic	if	my	car	is	stuck	in	third	gear?A:	It	is	best	to	call	a	professional	mechanic	as	soon	as	possible	if	your	car	is	stuck	in	third	gear.	A	professional	mechanic	can	properly	diagnose	and	repair	the	issue,	so	that	you	can	get	back	on	the	road	without	further	issues.	Q:	What	safety	precautions	should	I	take	when	dealing	with	a	car	that	is
stuck	in	third	gear?A:	When	dealing	with	a	car	that	is	stuck	in	third	gear,	it	is	important	to	take	safety	precautions	such	as	keeping	yourself	and	others	away	from	moving	parts,	wearing	protective	clothing	and	safety	glasses,	and	disconnecting	the	battery	before	working	on	any	electrical	components.	Q:	Are	there	any	benefits	of	calling	a	professional
mechanic	instead	of	a	tow	truck?A:	Yes,	there	are	benefits	of	calling	a	professional	mechanic	instead	of	a	tow	truck	when	your	car	is	stuck	in	third	gear.	A	professional	mechanic	can	properly	diagnose	and	repair	the	issue	quickly	so	that	you	dont	have	to	wait	longer	than	necessary	to	get	back	on	the	road	again.In	conclusion,	having	a	car	stuck	in	3rd
gear	in	an	automatic	transmission	can	be	a	very	frustrating	experience.	However,	by	understanding	the	underlying	cause	of	the	problem	and	taking	the	necessary	steps	to	fix	it,	it	can	be	resolved	quickly	and	easily.	The	key	is	to	identify	the	issue,	understand	the	process	for	resolving	it,	and	then	take	action	to	fix	the	problem.	With	a	little	patience	and
effort,	you	can	get	your	vehicle	back	on	the	road	in	no	time.Carl	FrischWith	more	than	30	years	in	the	bicycle	industry,	I	have	a	strong	background	in	bicycle	retailing,	sales,	marketing	and	customer	service.	I	have	a	passion	for	cycling	and	a	dedication	to	excellence.	As	a	manager,	I	worked	diligently	to	increase	my	capabilities	and	responsibilities,
managing	up	to	eleven	mechanics	(at	Palo	Alto	Bicycles)	and	later	as	a	working	partner	in	my	own	store.	As	the	shop	owner	of	Spoke	n	Word	Cycles	in	Socorro,	NM,	the	success	of	the	mission	was	my	responsibility,	which	I	pursued	passionately	since	we	opened	in	2003	through	the	spring	of	2011.	I	am	adept	at	managing	owned	and	loan	inventory,
preparing	weekly	&	annual	inventory	statements,	and	managing	staff.	The	role	as	managing	partner	also	allowed	me	tremendous	freedom.	I	used	this	personal	freedom	to	become	more	deeply	involved	in	my	own	advancement	as	a	mechanic,	to	spearhead	local	trail	building,	and	advocating	for	cycling	both	locally	and	regionally.	As	a	mechanic,	I	have
several	years	doing	neutral	support,	experience	as	a	team	mechanic,	and	experience	supporting	local	rides,	races,	club	events.	I	consistently	strive	to	ensure	that	bicycles	function	flawlessly	by	foreseeing	issues	and	working	with	the	riders,	soigners,	coaches	and	other	mechanics.	Even	with	decades	of	experience	as	a	shop	mechanic	and	team
mechanic,	and	continue	to	pursue	greater	involvement	in	this	sport	as	a	US	Pro	Mechanic,	and	UCI	Pro	Mechanic.	When	you	drive	your	car,	you	expect	that	the	transmission	will	shift	seamlessly	between	gears,	but	thats	not	always	the	case.	If	there	is	a	problem	with	the	transmission,	it	could	begin	exhibiting	trouble	shifting	between	gears.	If	the	auto
transmission	wont	shift	into	third	gear,	you	could	be	looking	at	a	multitude	of	problems.	In	this	article,	we	discuss	the	reasons	why	your	automatic	transmission	wont	shift	out	of	second	gear.	We	also	look	at	the	steps	you	can	take	to	repair	the	problem.	Causes	of	Transmission	that	Wont	Shift	into	3rd	Gear	Issues	with	shifting	the	automatic
transmission	to	3rd	gear	often	relate	to	degraded	transmission	fluid.	However,	the	transmission	could	also	be	struggling	because	of	a	bad	torque	converter,	a	faulty	PCM	or	a	damaged	shift	solenoid	that	needs	to	be	repaired.	Here	is	a	more	detailed	list	of	why	your	transmission	wont	shift	into	3rd	gear:	1.	Contaminated	Transmission	Fluid
Transmission	fluid	is	needed	to	lubricate	the	gears	and	moving	parts	located	inside.	It	operates	much	like	motor	oil,	except	its	designed	specifically	for	the	transmission.	When	the	transmission	fluid	gets	old,	dirt	and	debris	begin	to	build	up	in	it.	Degraded	transmission	fluid	makes	it	much	more	difficult	for	shifting	to	occur	normally.	It	can	also
damage	the	transmission	permanently	if	it	isnt	flushed	and	replaced	promptly.	Check	your	vehicle	owners	manual	to	find	out	how	often	the	transmission	fluid	should	be	replaced.	Following	these	guidelines	can	ensure	the	transmission	remains	in	optimal	health.	2.	Malfunctioning	Shift	Solenoid	Inside	the	transmission,	there	are	several	shift	solenoids
that	are	responsible	for	changing	the	gears	automatically	for	you	when	the	TCM	decides	to	do	so.	If	one	of	these	fails,	it	can	cause	shifting	issues	with	any	gear,	including	3rd	gear,	so	it	is	therefore	very	possible	that	a	bad	shift	solenoid	is	to	blame.	The	shift	solenoids	are	most	often	reached	by	removing	the	valve	body,	which	is	done	by	removing	the
transmission	oil	pan	of	your	car,	but	in	some	cases,	you	have	to	remove	the	transmission	completely	and	take	that	transmission	apart.	RELATED:	7	Symptoms	of	a	Bad	Shift	Solenoid	2.	Bad	Torque	Converter	The	torque	converter	is	responsible	for	engaging	and	disengaging	the	transmission	from	the	engine.	It	includes	vital	components,	such	as	a
stator	and	a	turbine.	Any	of	the	parts	in	the	torque	converter	can	fail,	leading	to	a	slipping	transmission.	It	can	also	lead	to	trouble	shifting	into	a	particular	gear.	4.	Faulty	PCM	or	TCM	When	the	PCM	or	TCM	fails,	the	transmission	performance	is	degraded.	The	PCM	or	TCM	is	responsible	for	controlling	the	gearbox.	In	this	way,	it	acts	as	the	systems
brain.	As	the	PCM	starts	to	fail,	you	may	notice	other	symptoms	as	well.	Its	common	to	see	the	Check	Engine	Light	and	experience	erratic	shifting	patterns.	The	vehicle	might	even	go	into	the	Limp	Mode	until	the	problem	is	resolved.	What	to	Do	When	Auto	Transmission	Wont	Shift	1.	Check	the	Fluid	The	first	step	when	you	are	having	any	trouble
with	your	automatic	transmission	is	to	check	the	fluid.	Unless	your	vehicle	has	a	sealed	transmission,	you	will	be	able	to	pull	out	the	dipstick	and	read	the	levels.	Make	sure	you	wipe	it	off	and	put	it	back	in	for	a	more	accurate	reading.	If	the	levels	are	low	or	below	the	fill	line,	its	time	to	add	some	fluid.	While	you	are	checking	how	much	fluid	there	is,
be	sure	to	also	check	the	condition.	The	color	of	the	fluid	offers	a	lot	of	information	about	the	health	of	the	transmission.	If	the	fluid	is	good,	it	will	be	a	red-pink	color.	As	it	gets	older,	it	starts	to	turn	brown,	indicating	its	time	for	a	transmission	fluid	flush.	However,	if	the	fluid	is	black	or	dark	brown	and	has	a	burnt	smell	or	metal	shavings	included,
you	could	be	looking	at	larger	problems.	RELATED:	Transmission	Fluid	Color	Chart	(5	Different	Colors)	2.	Read	Trouble	Codes	When	there	is	a	fault	in	the	cars	computers,	an	error	code	is	set.	You	can	read	these	codes	and	learn	more	about	the	problem	with	an	OBDII	scanner.	Each	vehicle	uses	different	codes,	although	there	are	some	that	are
universal.	For	example,	you	might	see	a	P0606	or	P0113	code	if	there	is	an	issue	with	the	PCM.	Whatever	code	you	see,	its	possible	to	do	some	research	online	and	hunt	down	the	trouble	for	a	quick	fix.	3.	Contact	A	Professional	Even	if	you	are	a	skilled	mechanic,	you	might	encounter	a	problem	that	is	over	your	head.	If	you	see	a	code	that	you	dont
know	how	to	resolve	or	you	are	unsure	why	the	transmission	is	acting	up,	its	best	to	get	professional	guidance.	In	many	cases,	prompt	attention	can	alleviate	larger	transmission	problems	down	the	road.	The	longer	you	let	the	issue	continue,	the	more	damage	might	occur	to	the	transmission.	Hopefully,	the	problem	is	related	to	a	simple	issue	that	can
be	resolved	quickly.	What	would	cause	the	transmission	not	to	shift?Due	to	its	complexity,	several	potential	causes	might	stop	the	automatic	transmission	from	shifting.	The	first	thing	to	check	is	the	transmission	fluid,	which	may	be	low	or	contaminated.	Other	likely	failure	points	include	bad	shift	solenoids,	a	slipping	torque	converter,	and	a	faulty
transmission	control	module.	In	addition,	there	are	a	variety	of	engine	and	vehicle	sensors	that	provide	data	necessary	for	the	transmissions	operation.	Using	an	OBD2	scan	tool	to	check	the	stored	error	codes	could	reveal	a	lot	here.What	causes	a	transmission	to	slip	in	3rd	gear?An	automatic	transmission	may	slip	in	3rd	gear	for	a	variety	of	reasons.
Most	potential	causes	coincide	with	those	that	would	result	in	other	gearshift	issues,	such	as	low	transmission	fluid	levels	or	faulty	shift	solenoids.	But	apart	from	that,	theres	also	a	failure	point	specific	to	3rd	gear	issues,	and	thats	the	torque	converter	clutch.	This	mechanical	coupling,	which	connects	the	engine	to	the	transmission,	may	become	worn
or	damaged	over	time,	causing	3rd	gear	to	slip	or	not	engage.How	do	you	fix	a	transmission	not	shifting?If	an	automatic	transmission	is	having	shifting	issues	or	slipping,	checking	its	fluid	level	is	the	first	thing	to	do.	Apart	from	insufficient	lubrication,	this	fluid,	if	low,	will	overheat	and	lose	its	ability	to	move	mechanical	components.	If	this	doesnt
help,	checking	the	codes	might	help	narrow	down	the	problem.	Clogged	or	worn	shift	solenoids	are	a	common	issue,	especially	in	transmissions	whose	fluid	changes	have	been	neglected.	Apart	from	that,	its	possible	to	have	a	slipping	torque	converter	or	a	faulty	transmission	control	module.Can	low	transmission	fluid	cause	no	shifting?Yes,	the
automatic	transmission	will	likely	have	shifting	issues	or	even	start	slipping	if	the	fluid	level	is	low.	If	there	isnt	enough	of	it,	the	transmission	fluid	will	overheat,	which	affects	its	hydraulic	properties.	Consequently,	the	transmissions	operation	will	be	affected,	as	it	uses	pressurized	transmission	fluid	to	move	its	mechanical	components.	This	is	why	the
correct	fluid	level	is	vital	for	automatic	transmission.	Modern	automatic	transmissions,	with	their	sensitive	and	precisely-made	components,	are	elaborate	and	complex	devices.	As	a	result,	even	the	slightest	irregularity	may	affect	their	operation,	causing	gear	shift	issues	or	slipping.	This,	in	most	cases,	happens	because	of	low	transmission	fluid	levels
or	bad	shift	solenoids.	Apart	from	that,	a	malfunctioning	torque	converter	or	faulty	transmission	control	module	may	cause	various	gearshift	issues.	If	your	transmission	is	slipping	or	not	shifting	correctly,	you	should	check	it	immediately.	Driving	with	a	malfunctioning	automatic	transmission	can	quickly	result	in	costly	damage.	Categories:
Transmission,	Troubleshooting	If	your	car	keeps	kicking	out	of	third	gear,	it	could	be	due	to	a	variety	of	issues.	One	of	the	most	common	causes	is	a	problem	with	the	transmission,	such	as	a	broken	transmission	fluid	level	sensor,	shorted	transmission	fluid	lines,	or	clogged	gears.	Other	potential	causes	include	a	faulty	clutch,	a	worn	or	improperly
adjusted	gearbox,	or	damaged	axles.	In	some	cases,	the	issue	may	lie	with	the	shift	solenoids	or	wiring	harness.	It	is	recommended	that	you	consult	a	mechanic	to	diagnose	and	repair	the	issue,	as	attempting	to	fix	it	yourself	without	the	proper	knowledge	could	result	in	further	damage	or	an	expensive	repair	bill.Broken	transmission	fluid	level
sensorModern	vehicles	rely	heavily	on	electronic	sensors	to	ensure	various	systems	operate	efficiently,	and	the	transmission	is	one	of	them.	Transmission	sensors	monitor	various	parameters	within	the	transmission	system	and	send	data	to	the	vehicle's	computer	(ECU	or	TCM)	to	control	transmission	functions.One	such	sensor	is	the	transmission
fluid	level	sensor,	which	tells	the	transmission	how	much	transmission	fluid	is	in	the	system.	If	this	sensor	is	broken,	the	transmission	will	think	there	is	too	much	fluid	and	will	kick	out	of	third	gear.	This	is	because	when	the	sensor	malfunctions,	the	transmission	cannot	properly	send	power	to	the	wheels,	and	third	gear	will	become	disabled.A	broken
transmission	fluid	level	sensor	can	be	caused	by	faulty	wiring,	loose	connections,	or	electrical	surges.	Other	causes	include	dirt,	debris,	and	transmission	fluid	contaminants	that	interfere	with	sensor	operation.	Extreme	temperatures	can	also	affect	sensor	accuracy	and	functionality,	and	sensors	may	also	fail	due	to	defects	in	materials	or
manufacturing.If	your	car	is	kicking	out	of	third	gear,	there	are	several	things	you	can	do	to	fix	the	issue.	First,	check	for	any	signs	of	shorted	lines	by	removing	the	outer	panel	covering	the	transmission.	Usually,	a	mechanic	can	fix	this	issue,	but	it	can	cost	around	$200.	You	can	also	check	your	clutch,	gearbox,	and	axles,	as	issues	with	these
components	can	also	cause	the	car	to	kick	out	of	third	gear.If	you	suspect	a	broken	transmission	fluid	level	sensor,	you	can	schedule	a	diagnostic	appointment	with	a	trusted	mechanic	to	ensure	your	transmission	system	is	functioning	correctly.Transmission	fluid	lines	are	shortedIf	your	transmission	fluid	lines	are	shortened,	it	could	be	the	reason	why
your	car	kicks	out	of	third	gear.	Transmission	fluid	lines	are	responsible	for	carrying	transmission	fluid,	which	lubricates	and	cools	the	transmission	components.	When	these	lines	are	shortened,	it	can	restrict	the	flow	of	fluid,	leading	to	inadequate	lubrication	and	cooling.	As	a	result,	the	transmission	may	not	function	properly,	causing	the	car	to	slip
out	of	gear.There	are	several	reasons	why	your	transmission	fluid	lines	might	be	shortened.	One	possibility	is	that	they	have	become	clogged	or	blocked	over	time.	This	could	be	due	to	a	buildup	of	dirt,	debris,	or	even	sludge	that	forms	from	old,	degraded	transmission	fluid.	When	the	lines	become	clogged,	the	fluid	cannot	flow	freely,	leading	to	a
shortage	of	fluid	where	it	is	needed	in	the	transmission	system.Another	possibility	is	that	the	fluid	lines	have	become	physically	damaged.	This	could	be	due	to	wear	and	tear	over	time,	corrosion,	or	even	physical	trauma	if	something	has	impacted	the	lines.	Damage	to	the	fluid	lines	could	result	in	leaks,	which	would	decrease	the	overall	amount	of
fluid	in	the	system,	leading	to	a	shortage.	In	some	cases,	the	damage	might	even	completely	block	the	flow	of	fluid,	further	exacerbating	the	problem.Shortened	fluid	lines	can	also	be	caused	by	incorrect	installation	or	poor	maintenance	practices.	If	the	fluid	lines	are	not	installed	properly,	they	may	be	kinked	or	bent	in	a	way	that	restricts	the	flow	of
fluid.	Similarly,	if	maintenance	is	performed	incorrectly,	such	as	over-tightening	connections	or	using	incompatible	parts,	it	can	also	lead	to	restrictions	in	the	fluid	lines.To	address	this	issue,	it	is	important	to	first	identify	the	cause	by	inspecting	the	fluid	lines	for	any	signs	of	damage,	leaks,	or	blockages.	If	the	lines	are	clogged,	they	may	need	to	be
flushed	and	cleaned	to	remove	any	buildup.	In	some	cases,	you	may	need	to	replace	the	fluid	lines	altogether	if	they	are	damaged	or	restricted	beyond	repair.	It	is	also	crucial	to	ensure	that	you	are	using	the	correct	type	and	amount	of	transmission	fluid,	as	per	the	manufacturer's	recommendations.Finally,	preventative	maintenance	is	key	to	avoiding
issues	with	shortened	fluid	lines	in	the	future.	This	includes	regular	fluid	changes	using	the	appropriate	type	of	fluid,	as	well	as	regularly	inspecting	the	lines	for	any	signs	of	wear,	leaks,	or	potential	blockages.	By	proactively	maintaining	your	transmission	fluid	system,	you	can	help	ensure	that	your	vehicle	continues	to	operate	smoothly	and	avoid
issues	with	gear	shifting.Clogged	gearsIf	your	car	is	kicking	out	of	third	gear,	there	could	be	several	reasons	for	this	issue.	One	of	the	common	reasons	is	clogged	gears.Gears	can	get	clogged	when	debris	builds	up	in	them	over	time.	This	debris	stops	the	gears	from	working	correctly.	Clogged	gears	can	be	fixed	by	a	mechanic,	but	it	can	cost	around
$200.Third	gear	is	the	lowest	gear	in	a	car's	transmission	and	is	used	mainly	for	slow	speeds	or	when	driving	on	uneven	surfaces.	If	your	car	is	not	in	third	gear,	it	may	be	kicking	out	of	gear	because	of	a	problem	with	the	transmission.Other	Common	ReasonsOther	common	reasons	for	a	car	to	kick	out	of	third	gear	include	a	broken	transmission	fluid
level	sensor,	shorted	transmission	fluid	lines,	a	faulty	transmission	fluid	seal,	and	problems	with	the	transmission	shaft,	clutch,	gearbox,	or	axles.If	you	notice	that	your	car	kicks	out	of	third	gear	even	with	the	clutch	properly	engaged,	it	may	be	time	to	replace	the	clutch.	Similarly,	if	the	gears	are	properly	aligned	but	the	car	still	kicks	out	of	third
gear,	the	gearbox	may	need	to	be	rebuilt	or	replaced.	If	the	axles	are	not	functioning	correctly,	they	may	need	to	be	replaced.Warning	SignsIt	is	important	to	pay	attention	to	warning	signs	and	get	your	vehicle	to	a	transmission	shop	for	inspection	and	diagnosis	if	you	think	there	is	a	problem	with	your	transmission.	Regular	transmission	maintenance
can	help	increase	the	longevity	of	your	vehicle	and	prevent	premature	wear	and	tear.Faulty	sealA	faulty	transmission	fluid	seal	is	one	of	the	most	common	reasons	why	a	car	might	kick	out	of	third	gear.	This	seal	is	responsible	for	keeping	the	gears	inside	the	transmission	moving	smoothly	and	free	of	complications.	When	this	seal	is	damaged,	it	can
cause	the	transmission	to	malfunction	and	result	in	the	car	kicking	out	of	third	gear.A	faulty	transmission	fluid	seal	can	lead	to	several	issues	with	the	car's	transmission	system.	The	seal	plays	a	critical	role	in	maintaining	the	proper	functioning	of	the	gears	and	ensuring	smooth	power	delivery	to	the	wheels.	When	the	seal	is	compromised,	it	can	allow
transmission	fluid	to	leak,	leading	to	low	fluid	levels.	This,	in	turn,	can	cause	the	gears	to	slip	or	become	stuck,	resulting	in	the	car	kicking	out	of	gear.To	address	this	issue,	it	is	essential	to	inspect	the	transmission	for	any	signs	of	leaks.	Check	the	input	and	output	shaft	seals,	fluid	lines,	pan	gasket,	and	cooler	for	any	signs	of	damage	or	fluid	leakage.
If	a	leak	is	detected,	the	necessary	repairs	or	replacements	should	be	made	to	fix	the	faulty	seal.	This	may	involve	replacing	the	seal	itself	or	addressing	any	associated	components	that	may	be	contributing	to	the	issue.In	some	cases,	a	faulty	transmission	fluid	seal	may	be	accompanied	by	other	issues	within	the	transmission	system.	It	is
recommended	to	thoroughly	inspect	the	entire	system,	including	the	transmission	shaft,	clutch,	gearbox,	and	axles,	to	ensure	that	all	components	are	in	proper	working	condition.	If	any	additional	problems	are	identified,	they	should	be	addressed	alongside	the	faulty	seal	to	ensure	a	comprehensive	resolution	to	the	issue.While	a	faulty	transmission
fluid	seal	is	a	common	cause	of	a	car	kicking	out	of	third	gear,	it	is	always	advisable	to	consult	a	qualified	mechanic	for	an	accurate	diagnosis	and	repair.	They	will	be	able	to	perform	a	thorough	inspection	of	the	transmission	system	and	recommend	the	necessary	repairs	or	replacements	to	resolve	the	issue	effectively.Worn	axlesIf	your	car	is	kicking
out	of	third	gear,	it	could	be	due	to	worn	axles.	The	axles	are	crucial	for	transmitting	power	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels,	and	if	they	are	not	functioning	correctly,	it	can	cause	issues	with	gear	engagement.The	symptoms	of	worn	axles	can	vary,	but	they	often	include	vibrations	or	shaking,	particularly	when	accelerating	or	turning.	Unusual	noises,
such	as	clunking,	knocking,	or	grinding	sounds,	may	also	be	present.	In	addition,	you	may	experience	difficulty	in	handling,	with	the	vehicle	pulling	to	one	side	or	feeling	loose	and	unstable.To	diagnose	worn	axles,	a	mechanic	will	typically	perform	a	thorough	inspection	of	the	axle	assembly.	This	may	involve	checking	for	visible	damage,	such	as
cracks	or	bends	in	the	axle	shaft,	as	well	as	examining	the	condition	of	the	bearings	and	joints.	They	may	also	test	drive	the	vehicle	to	replicate	and	identify	any	unusual	behaviour.	In	some	cases,	specialised	equipment	may	be	used	to	measure	axle	runout	or	to	perform	a	more	detailed	diagnosis.If	worn	axles	are	confirmed,	the	recommended	course	of
action	is	to	replace	them.	Axle	replacement	can	be	a	complex	task,	often	requiring	specialised	tools	and	knowledge.	It	is	important	to	consult	a	qualified	mechanic	to	ensure	a	safe	and	proper	repair.	Depending	on	the	vehicle	and	the	extent	of	the	damage,	the	repair	cost	can	vary.	In	some	cases,	it	may	be	necessary	to	replace	multiple	components,
such	as	the	axle	shaft,	bearings,	and	seals,	to	ensure	reliable	performance.Frequently	asked	questions	There	are	several	reasons	why	a	car	might	kick	out	of	third	gear.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	common	causes:-	A	broken	transmission	fluid	level	sensor.-	Shorted	transmission	fluid	lines.-	A	faulty	or	worn	clutch.-	A	faulty	gearbox.	This	sensor	tells	the
transmission	how	much	transmission	fluid	is	in	the	system.	If	it	is	broken,	a	mechanic	can	replace	it	for	around	$40.	Shorted	transmission	fluid	lines	can	cause	the	transmission	to	malfunction	and	kick	out	of	third	gear.	To	check	for	this	issue,	you	will	need	to	remove	the	outer	panel	covering	the	transmission	and	inspect	the	transmission	lines	for	any
signs	of	damage.	Usually,	this	issue	can	be	fixed	by	a	mechanic,	but	it	can	cost	around	$200.	If	your	clutch	is	worn	or	not	functioning	properly,	it	can	cause	your	car	to	kick	out	of	third	gear.	If	the	clutch	is	the	problem,	you	will	need	to	replace	it.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.
Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that
suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not
have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you
use	the	material.	When	you	drive	your	car,	you	expect	that	the	transmission	will	shift	seamlessly	between	gears,	but	thats	not	always	the	case.	If	there	is	a	problem	with	the	transmission,	it	could	begin	exhibiting	trouble	shifting	between	gears.	If	the	auto	transmission	wont	shift	into	third	gear,	you	could	be	looking	at	a	multitude	of	problems.	In	this
article,	we	discuss	the	reasons	why	your	automatic	transmission	wont	shift	out	of	second	gear.	We	also	look	at	the	steps	you	can	take	to	repair	the	problem.	Causes	of	Transmission	that	Wont	Shift	into	3rd	Gear	Issues	with	shifting	the	automatic	transmission	to	3rd	gear	often	relate	to	degraded	transmission	fluid.	However,	the	transmission	could	also
be	struggling	because	of	a	bad	torque	converter,	a	faulty	PCM	or	a	damaged	shift	solenoid	that	needs	to	be	repaired.	Here	is	a	more	detailed	list	of	why	your	transmission	wont	shift	into	3rd	gear:	1.	Contaminated	Transmission	Fluid	Transmission	fluid	is	needed	to	lubricate	the	gears	and	moving	parts	located	inside.	It	operates	much	like	motor	oil,
except	its	designed	specifically	for	the	transmission.	When	the	transmission	fluid	gets	old,	dirt	and	debris	begin	to	build	up	in	it.	Degraded	transmission	fluid	makes	it	much	more	difficult	for	shifting	to	occur	normally.	It	can	also	damage	the	transmission	permanently	if	it	isnt	flushed	and	replaced	promptly.	Check	your	vehicle	owners	manual	to	find
out	how	often	the	transmission	fluid	should	be	replaced.	Following	these	guidelines	can	ensure	the	transmission	remains	in	optimal	health.	2.	Malfunctioning	Shift	Solenoid	Inside	the	transmission,	there	are	several	shift	solenoids	that	are	responsible	for	changing	the	gears	automatically	for	you	when	the	TCM	decides	to	do	so.	If	one	of	these	fails,	it
can	cause	shifting	issues	with	any	gear,	including	3rd	gear,	so	it	is	therefore	very	possible	that	a	bad	shift	solenoid	is	to	blame.	The	shift	solenoids	are	most	often	reached	by	removing	the	valve	body,	which	is	done	by	removing	the	transmission	oil	pan	of	your	car,	but	in	some	cases,	you	have	to	remove	the	transmission	completely	and	take	that
transmission	apart.	RELATED:	7	Symptoms	of	a	Bad	Shift	Solenoid	2.	Bad	Torque	Converter	The	torque	converter	is	responsible	for	engaging	and	disengaging	the	transmission	from	the	engine.	It	includes	vital	components,	such	as	a	stator	and	a	turbine.	Any	of	the	parts	in	the	torque	converter	can	fail,	leading	to	a	slipping	transmission.	It	can	also
lead	to	trouble	shifting	into	a	particular	gear.	4.	Faulty	PCM	or	TCM	When	the	PCM	or	TCM	fails,	the	transmission	performance	is	degraded.	The	PCM	or	TCM	is	responsible	for	controlling	the	gearbox.	In	this	way,	it	acts	as	the	systems	brain.	As	the	PCM	starts	to	fail,	you	may	notice	other	symptoms	as	well.	Its	common	to	see	the	Check	Engine	Light
and	experience	erratic	shifting	patterns.	The	vehicle	might	even	go	into	the	Limp	Mode	until	the	problem	is	resolved.	What	to	Do	When	Auto	Transmission	Wont	Shift	1.	Check	the	Fluid	The	first	step	when	you	are	having	any	trouble	with	your	automatic	transmission	is	to	check	the	fluid.	Unless	your	vehicle	has	a	sealed	transmission,	you	will	be	able
to	pull	out	the	dipstick	and	read	the	levels.	Make	sure	you	wipe	it	off	and	put	it	back	in	for	a	more	accurate	reading.	If	the	levels	are	low	or	below	the	fill	line,	its	time	to	add	some	fluid.	While	you	are	checking	how	much	fluid	there	is,	be	sure	to	also	check	the	condition.	The	color	of	the	fluid	offers	a	lot	of	information	about	the	health	of	the
transmission.	If	the	fluid	is	good,	it	will	be	a	red-pink	color.	As	it	gets	older,	it	starts	to	turn	brown,	indicating	its	time	for	a	transmission	fluid	flush.	However,	if	the	fluid	is	black	or	dark	brown	and	has	a	burnt	smell	or	metal	shavings	included,	you	could	be	looking	at	larger	problems.	RELATED:	Transmission	Fluid	Color	Chart	(5	Different	Colors)	2.
Read	Trouble	Codes	When	there	is	a	fault	in	the	cars	computers,	an	error	code	is	set.	You	can	read	these	codes	and	learn	more	about	the	problem	with	an	OBDII	scanner.	Each	vehicle	uses	different	codes,	although	there	are	some	that	are	universal.	For	example,	you	might	see	a	P0606	or	P0113	code	if	there	is	an	issue	with	the	PCM.	Whatever	code
you	see,	its	possible	to	do	some	research	online	and	hunt	down	the	trouble	for	a	quick	fix.	3.	Contact	A	Professional	Even	if	you	are	a	skilled	mechanic,	you	might	encounter	a	problem	that	is	over	your	head.	If	you	see	a	code	that	you	dont	know	how	to	resolve	or	you	are	unsure	why	the	transmission	is	acting	up,	its	best	to	get	professional	guidance.	In
many	cases,	prompt	attention	can	alleviate	larger	transmission	problems	down	the	road.	The	longer	you	let	the	issue	continue,	the	more	damage	might	occur	to	the	transmission.	Hopefully,	the	problem	is	related	to	a	simple	issue	that	can	be	resolved	quickly.	What	would	cause	the	transmission	not	to	shift?Due	to	its	complexity,	several	potential
causes	might	stop	the	automatic	transmission	from	shifting.	The	first	thing	to	check	is	the	transmission	fluid,	which	may	be	low	or	contaminated.	Other	likely	failure	points	include	bad	shift	solenoids,	a	slipping	torque	converter,	and	a	faulty	transmission	control	module.	In	addition,	there	are	a	variety	of	engine	and	vehicle	sensors	that	provide	data
necessary	for	the	transmissions	operation.	Using	an	OBD2	scan	tool	to	check	the	stored	error	codes	could	reveal	a	lot	here.What	causes	a	transmission	to	slip	in	3rd	gear?An	automatic	transmission	may	slip	in	3rd	gear	for	a	variety	of	reasons.	Most	potential	causes	coincide	with	those	that	would	result	in	other	gearshift	issues,	such	as	low
transmission	fluid	levels	or	faulty	shift	solenoids.	But	apart	from	that,	theres	also	a	failure	point	specific	to	3rd	gear	issues,	and	thats	the	torque	converter	clutch.	This	mechanical	coupling,	which	connects	the	engine	to	the	transmission,	may	become	worn	or	damaged	over	time,	causing	3rd	gear	to	slip	or	not	engage.How	do	you	fix	a	transmission	not
shifting?If	an	automatic	transmission	is	having	shifting	issues	or	slipping,	checking	its	fluid	level	is	the	first	thing	to	do.	Apart	from	insufficient	lubrication,	this	fluid,	if	low,	will	overheat	and	lose	its	ability	to	move	mechanical	components.	If	this	doesnt	help,	checking	the	codes	might	help	narrow	down	the	problem.	Clogged	or	worn	shift	solenoids	are
a	common	issue,	especially	in	transmissions	whose	fluid	changes	have	been	neglected.	Apart	from	that,	its	possible	to	have	a	slipping	torque	converter	or	a	faulty	transmission	control	module.Can	low	transmission	fluid	cause	no	shifting?Yes,	the	automatic	transmission	will	likely	have	shifting	issues	or	even	start	slipping	if	the	fluid	level	is	low.	If	there
isnt	enough	of	it,	the	transmission	fluid	will	overheat,	which	affects	its	hydraulic	properties.	Consequently,	the	transmissions	operation	will	be	affected,	as	it	uses	pressurized	transmission	fluid	to	move	its	mechanical	components.	This	is	why	the	correct	fluid	level	is	vital	for	automatic	transmission.	Modern	automatic	transmissions,	with	their	sensitive
and	precisely-made	components,	are	elaborate	and	complex	devices.	As	a	result,	even	the	slightest	irregularity	may	affect	their	operation,	causing	gear	shift	issues	or	slipping.	This,	in	most	cases,	happens	because	of	low	transmission	fluid	levels	or	bad	shift	solenoids.	Apart	from	that,	a	malfunctioning	torque	converter	or	faulty	transmission	control
module	may	cause	various	gearshift	issues.	If	your	transmission	is	slipping	or	not	shifting	correctly,	you	should	check	it	immediately.	Driving	with	a	malfunctioning	automatic	transmission	can	quickly	result	in	costly	damage.	Categories:	Transmission,	Troubleshooting	When	you	drive	your	car,	you	expect	that	the	transmission	will	shift	seamlessly
between	gears,	but	thats	not	always	the	case.	If	there	is	a	problem	with	the	transmission,	it	could	begin	exhibiting	trouble	shifting	between	gears.	If	the	auto	transmission	wont	shift	into	third	gear,	you	could	be	looking	at	a	multitude	of	problems.	In	this	article,	we	discuss	the	reasons	why	your	automatic	transmission	wont	shift	out	of	second	gear.	We
also	look	at	the	steps	you	can	take	to	repair	the	problem.	Causes	of	Transmission	that	Wont	Shift	into	3rd	Gear	Issues	with	shifting	the	automatic	transmission	to	3rd	gear	often	relate	to	degraded	transmission	fluid.	However,	the	transmission	could	also	be	struggling	because	of	a	bad	torque	converter,	a	faulty	PCM	or	a	damaged	shift	solenoid	that
needs	to	be	repaired.	Here	is	a	more	detailed	list	of	why	your	transmission	wont	shift	into	3rd	gear:	1.	Contaminated	Transmission	Fluid	Transmission	fluid	is	needed	to	lubricate	the	gears	and	moving	parts	located	inside.	It	operates	much	like	motor	oil,	except	its	designed	specifically	for	the	transmission.	When	the	transmission	fluid	gets	old,	dirt	and
debris	begin	to	build	up	in	it.	Degraded	transmission	fluid	makes	it	much	more	difficult	for	shifting	to	occur	normally.	It	can	also	damage	the	transmission	permanently	if	it	isnt	flushed	and	replaced	promptly.	Check	your	vehicle	owners	manual	to	find	out	how	often	the	transmission	fluid	should	be	replaced.	Following	these	guidelines	can	ensure	the
transmission	remains	in	optimal	health.	2.	Malfunctioning	Shift	Solenoid	Inside	the	transmission,	there	are	several	shift	solenoids	that	are	responsible	for	changing	the	gears	automatically	for	you	when	the	TCM	decides	to	do	so.	If	one	of	these	fails,	it	can	cause	shifting	issues	with	any	gear,	including	3rd	gear,	so	it	is	therefore	very	possible	that	a	bad
shift	solenoid	is	to	blame.	The	shift	solenoids	are	most	often	reached	by	removing	the	valve	body,	which	is	done	by	removing	the	transmission	oil	pan	of	your	car,	but	in	some	cases,	you	have	to	remove	the	transmission	completely	and	take	that	transmission	apart.	RELATED:	7	Symptoms	of	a	Bad	Shift	Solenoid	2.	Bad	Torque	Converter	The	torque
converter	is	responsible	for	engaging	and	disengaging	the	transmission	from	the	engine.	It	includes	vital	components,	such	as	a	stator	and	a	turbine.	Any	of	the	parts	in	the	torque	converter	can	fail,	leading	to	a	slipping	transmission.	It	can	also	lead	to	trouble	shifting	into	a	particular	gear.	4.	Faulty	PCM	or	TCM	When	the	PCM	or	TCM	fails,	the
transmission	performance	is	degraded.	The	PCM	or	TCM	is	responsible	for	controlling	the	gearbox.	In	this	way,	it	acts	as	the	systems	brain.	As	the	PCM	starts	to	fail,	you	may	notice	other	symptoms	as	well.	Its	common	to	see	the	Check	Engine	Light	and	experience	erratic	shifting	patterns.	The	vehicle	might	even	go	into	the	Limp	Mode	until	the
problem	is	resolved.	What	to	Do	When	Auto	Transmission	Wont	Shift	1.	Check	the	Fluid	The	first	step	when	you	are	having	any	trouble	with	your	automatic	transmission	is	to	check	the	fluid.	Unless	your	vehicle	has	a	sealed	transmission,	you	will	be	able	to	pull	out	the	dipstick	and	read	the	levels.	Make	sure	you	wipe	it	off	and	put	it	back	in	for	a	more
accurate	reading.	If	the	levels	are	low	or	below	the	fill	line,	its	time	to	add	some	fluid.	While	you	are	checking	how	much	fluid	there	is,	be	sure	to	also	check	the	condition.	The	color	of	the	fluid	offers	a	lot	of	information	about	the	health	of	the	transmission.	If	the	fluid	is	good,	it	will	be	a	red-pink	color.	As	it	gets	older,	it	starts	to	turn	brown,	indicating
its	time	for	a	transmission	fluid	flush.	However,	if	the	fluid	is	black	or	dark	brown	and	has	a	burnt	smell	or	metal	shavings	included,	you	could	be	looking	at	larger	problems.	RELATED:	Transmission	Fluid	Color	Chart	(5	Different	Colors)	2.	Read	Trouble	Codes	When	there	is	a	fault	in	the	cars	computers,	an	error	code	is	set.	You	can	read	these	codes
and	learn	more	about	the	problem	with	an	OBDII	scanner.	Each	vehicle	uses	different	codes,	although	there	are	some	that	are	universal.	For	example,	you	might	see	a	P0606	or	P0113	code	if	there	is	an	issue	with	the	PCM.	Whatever	code	you	see,	its	possible	to	do	some	research	online	and	hunt	down	the	trouble	for	a	quick	fix.	3.	Contact	A
Professional	Even	if	you	are	a	skilled	mechanic,	you	might	encounter	a	problem	that	is	over	your	head.	If	you	see	a	code	that	you	dont	know	how	to	resolve	or	you	are	unsure	why	the	transmission	is	acting	up,	its	best	to	get	professional	guidance.	In	many	cases,	prompt	attention	can	alleviate	larger	transmission	problems	down	the	road.	The	longer
you	let	the	issue	continue,	the	more	damage	might	occur	to	the	transmission.	Hopefully,	the	problem	is	related	to	a	simple	issue	that	can	be	resolved	quickly.	What	would	cause	the	transmission	not	to	shift?Due	to	its	complexity,	several	potential	causes	might	stop	the	automatic	transmission	from	shifting.	The	first	thing	to	check	is	the	transmission
fluid,	which	may	be	low	or	contaminated.	Other	likely	failure	points	include	bad	shift	solenoids,	a	slipping	torque	converter,	and	a	faulty	transmission	control	module.	In	addition,	there	are	a	variety	of	engine	and	vehicle	sensors	that	provide	data	necessary	for	the	transmissions	operation.	Using	an	OBD2	scan	tool	to	check	the	stored	error	codes	could
reveal	a	lot	here.What	causes	a	transmission	to	slip	in	3rd	gear?An	automatic	transmission	may	slip	in	3rd	gear	for	a	variety	of	reasons.	Most	potential	causes	coincide	with	those	that	would	result	in	other	gearshift	issues,	such	as	low	transmission	fluid	levels	or	faulty	shift	solenoids.	But	apart	from	that,	theres	also	a	failure	point	specific	to	3rd	gear
issues,	and	thats	the	torque	converter	clutch.	This	mechanical	coupling,	which	connects	the	engine	to	the	transmission,	may	become	worn	or	damaged	over	time,	causing	3rd	gear	to	slip	or	not	engage.How	do	you	fix	a	transmission	not	shifting?If	an	automatic	transmission	is	having	shifting	issues	or	slipping,	checking	its	fluid	level	is	the	first	thing	to
do.	Apart	from	insufficient	lubrication,	this	fluid,	if	low,	will	overheat	and	lose	its	ability	to	move	mechanical	components.	If	this	doesnt	help,	checking	the	codes	might	help	narrow	down	the	problem.	Clogged	or	worn	shift	solenoids	are	a	common	issue,	especially	in	transmissions	whose	fluid	changes	have	been	neglected.	Apart	from	that,	its	possible
to	have	a	slipping	torque	converter	or	a	faulty	transmission	control	module.Can	low	transmission	fluid	cause	no	shifting?Yes,	the	automatic	transmission	will	likely	have	shifting	issues	or	even	start	slipping	if	the	fluid	level	is	low.	If	there	isnt	enough	of	it,	the	transmission	fluid	will	overheat,	which	affects	its	hydraulic	properties.	Consequently,	the
transmissions	operation	will	be	affected,	as	it	uses	pressurized	transmission	fluid	to	move	its	mechanical	components.	This	is	why	the	correct	fluid	level	is	vital	for	automatic	transmission.	Modern	automatic	transmissions,	with	their	sensitive	and	precisely-made	components,	are	elaborate	and	complex	devices.	As	a	result,	even	the	slightest	irregularity
may	affect	their	operation,	causing	gear	shift	issues	or	slipping.	This,	in	most	cases,	happens	because	of	low	transmission	fluid	levels	or	bad	shift	solenoids.	Apart	from	that,	a	malfunctioning	torque	converter	or	faulty	transmission	control	module	may	cause	various	gearshift	issues.	If	your	transmission	is	slipping	or	not	shifting	correctly,	you	should
check	it	immediately.	Driving	with	a	malfunctioning	automatic	transmission	can	quickly	result	in	costly	damage.	Categories:	Transmission,	Troubleshooting	When	you	drive	your	car,	you	expect	that	the	transmission	will	shift	seamlessly	between	gears,	but	thats	not	always	the	case.	If	there	is	a	problem	with	the	transmission,	it	could	begin	exhibiting
trouble	shifting	between	gears.	If	the	auto	transmission	wont	shift	into	third	gear,	you	could	be	looking	at	a	multitude	of	problems.	In	this	article,	we	discuss	the	reasons	why	your	automatic	transmission	wont	shift	out	of	second	gear.	We	also	look	at	the	steps	you	can	take	to	repair	the	problem.	Causes	of	Transmission	that	Wont	Shift	into	3rd	Gear
Issues	with	shifting	the	automatic	transmission	to	3rd	gear	often	relate	to	degraded	transmission	fluid.	However,	the	transmission	could	also	be	struggling	because	of	a	bad	torque	converter,	a	faulty	PCM	or	a	damaged	shift	solenoid	that	needs	to	be	repaired.	Here	is	a	more	detailed	list	of	why	your	transmission	wont	shift	into	3rd	gear:	1.
Contaminated	Transmission	Fluid	Transmission	fluid	is	needed	to	lubricate	the	gears	and	moving	parts	located	inside.	It	operates	much	like	motor	oil,	except	its	designed	specifically	for	the	transmission.	When	the	transmission	fluid	gets	old,	dirt	and	debris	begin	to	build	up	in	it.	Degraded	transmission	fluid	makes	it	much	more	difficult	for	shifting	to
occur	normally.	It	can	also	damage	the	transmission	permanently	if	it	isnt	flushed	and	replaced	promptly.	Check	your	vehicle	owners	manual	to	find	out	how	often	the	transmission	fluid	should	be	replaced.	Following	these	guidelines	can	ensure	the	transmission	remains	in	optimal	health.	2.	Malfunctioning	Shift	Solenoid	Inside	the	transmission,	there
are	several	shift	solenoids	that	are	responsible	for	changing	the	gears	automatically	for	you	when	the	TCM	decides	to	do	so.	If	one	of	these	fails,	it	can	cause	shifting	issues	with	any	gear,	including	3rd	gear,	so	it	is	therefore	very	possible	that	a	bad	shift	solenoid	is	to	blame.	The	shift	solenoids	are	most	often	reached	by	removing	the	valve	body,
which	is	done	by	removing	the	transmission	oil	pan	of	your	car,	but	in	some	cases,	you	have	to	remove	the	transmission	completely	and	take	that	transmission	apart.	RELATED:	7	Symptoms	of	a	Bad	Shift	Solenoid	2.	Bad	Torque	Converter	The	torque	converter	is	responsible	for	engaging	and	disengaging	the	transmission	from	the	engine.	It	includes
vital	components,	such	as	a	stator	and	a	turbine.	Any	of	the	parts	in	the	torque	converter	can	fail,	leading	to	a	slipping	transmission.	It	can	also	lead	to	trouble	shifting	into	a	particular	gear.	4.	Faulty	PCM	or	TCM	When	the	PCM	or	TCM	fails,	the	transmission	performance	is	degraded.	The	PCM	or	TCM	is	responsible	for	controlling	the	gearbox.	In
this	way,	it	acts	as	the	systems	brain.	As	the	PCM	starts	to	fail,	you	may	notice	other	symptoms	as	well.	Its	common	to	see	the	Check	Engine	Light	and	experience	erratic	shifting	patterns.	The	vehicle	might	even	go	into	the	Limp	Mode	until	the	problem	is	resolved.	What	to	Do	When	Auto	Transmission	Wont	Shift	1.	Check	the	Fluid	The	first	step	when
you	are	having	any	trouble	with	your	automatic	transmission	is	to	check	the	fluid.	Unless	your	vehicle	has	a	sealed	transmission,	you	will	be	able	to	pull	out	the	dipstick	and	read	the	levels.	Make	sure	you	wipe	it	off	and	put	it	back	in	for	a	more	accurate	reading.	If	the	levels	are	low	or	below	the	fill	line,	its	time	to	add	some	fluid.	While	you	are
checking	how	much	fluid	there	is,	be	sure	to	also	check	the	condition.	The	color	of	the	fluid	offers	a	lot	of	information	about	the	health	of	the	transmission.	If	the	fluid	is	good,	it	will	be	a	red-pink	color.	As	it	gets	older,	it	starts	to	turn	brown,	indicating	its	time	for	a	transmission	fluid	flush.	However,	if	the	fluid	is	black	or	dark	brown	and	has	a	burnt
smell	or	metal	shavings	included,	you	could	be	looking	at	larger	problems.	RELATED:	Transmission	Fluid	Color	Chart	(5	Different	Colors)	2.	Read	Trouble	Codes	When	there	is	a	fault	in	the	cars	computers,	an	error	code	is	set.	You	can	read	these	codes	and	learn	more	about	the	problem	with	an	OBDII	scanner.	Each	vehicle	uses	different	codes,
although	there	are	some	that	are	universal.	For	example,	you	might	see	a	P0606	or	P0113	code	if	there	is	an	issue	with	the	PCM.	Whatever	code	you	see,	its	possible	to	do	some	research	online	and	hunt	down	the	trouble	for	a	quick	fix.	3.	Contact	A	Professional	Even	if	you	are	a	skilled	mechanic,	you	might	encounter	a	problem	that	is	over	your	head.
If	you	see	a	code	that	you	dont	know	how	to	resolve	or	you	are	unsure	why	the	transmission	is	acting	up,	its	best	to	get	professional	guidance.	In	many	cases,	prompt	attention	can	alleviate	larger	transmission	problems	down	the	road.	The	longer	you	let	the	issue	continue,	the	more	damage	might	occur	to	the	transmission.	Hopefully,	the	problem	is
related	to	a	simple	issue	that	can	be	resolved	quickly.	What	would	cause	the	transmission	not	to	shift?Due	to	its	complexity,	several	potential	causes	might	stop	the	automatic	transmission	from	shifting.	The	first	thing	to	check	is	the	transmission	fluid,	which	may	be	low	or	contaminated.	Other	likely	failure	points	include	bad	shift	solenoids,	a	slipping
torque	converter,	and	a	faulty	transmission	control	module.	In	addition,	there	are	a	variety	of	engine	and	vehicle	sensors	that	provide	data	necessary	for	the	transmissions	operation.	Using	an	OBD2	scan	tool	to	check	the	stored	error	codes	could	reveal	a	lot	here.What	causes	a	transmission	to	slip	in	3rd	gear?An	automatic	transmission	may	slip	in	3rd
gear	for	a	variety	of	reasons.	Most	potential	causes	coincide	with	those	that	would	result	in	other	gearshift	issues,	such	as	low	transmission	fluid	levels	or	faulty	shift	solenoids.	But	apart	from	that,	theres	also	a	failure	point	specific	to	3rd	gear	issues,	and	thats	the	torque	converter	clutch.	This	mechanical	coupling,	which	connects	the	engine	to	the
transmission,	may	become	worn	or	damaged	over	time,	causing	3rd	gear	to	slip	or	not	engage.How	do	you	fix	a	transmission	not	shifting?If	an	automatic	transmission	is	having	shifting	issues	or	slipping,	checking	its	fluid	level	is	the	first	thing	to	do.	Apart	from	insufficient	lubrication,	this	fluid,	if	low,	will	overheat	and	lose	its	ability	to	move
mechanical	components.	If	this	doesnt	help,	checking	the	codes	might	help	narrow	down	the	problem.	Clogged	or	worn	shift	solenoids	are	a	common	issue,	especially	in	transmissions	whose	fluid	changes	have	been	neglected.	Apart	from	that,	its	possible	to	have	a	slipping	torque	converter	or	a	faulty	transmission	control	module.Can	low	transmission
fluid	cause	no	shifting?Yes,	the	automatic	transmission	will	likely	have	shifting	issues	or	even	start	slipping	if	the	fluid	level	is	low.	If	there	isnt	enough	of	it,	the	transmission	fluid	will	overheat,	which	affects	its	hydraulic	properties.	Consequently,	the	transmissions	operation	will	be	affected,	as	it	uses	pressurized	transmission	fluid	to	move	its
mechanical	components.	This	is	why	the	correct	fluid	level	is	vital	for	automatic	transmission.	Modern	automatic	transmissions,	with	their	sensitive	and	precisely-made	components,	are	elaborate	and	complex	devices.	As	a	result,	even	the	slightest	irregularity	may	affect	their	operation,	causing	gear	shift	issues	or	slipping.	This,	in	most	cases,	happens
because	of	low	transmission	fluid	levels	or	bad	shift	solenoids.	Apart	from	that,	a	malfunctioning	torque	converter	or	faulty	transmission	control	module	may	cause	various	gearshift	issues.	If	your	transmission	is	slipping	or	not	shifting	correctly,	you	should	check	it	immediately.	Driving	with	a	malfunctioning	automatic	transmission	can	quickly	result
in	costly	damage.	Categories:	Transmission,	Troubleshooting	



3rd	gear	problem.	Logitech	shifter	3rd	gear	not	working.	Gear	stuck	in	3rd.	700r4	3rd	and	4th	gear	not	working.	3rd	and	4th	gear	not	working.	3rd	and	5th	gear	not	working.	1st	3rd	and	5th	gear	not	working.	3rd
gear	gone.	3rd	and	4th	gear	not	working	chevy	silverado.	3rd	gear	start.	3rd	gear	not	engaging.


