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In	the	dynamic	world	of	healthcare,	the	role	of	pharmaceutical	technicians	is	crucial	and	constantly	evolving.	As	medical	advancements	progress,	the	demand	for	skilled	individuals	capable	of	managing,	dispensing,	and	monitoring	medication	treatment	plans	escalates.	But	let’s	delve	deeper:	What	exactly	is	expected	from	a	pharmaceutical	technician?
Whether	you	are:	A	job	seeker	trying	to	understand	the	core	of	this	role,	A	hiring	manager	crafting	the	perfect	job	description,	Or	simply	curious	about	the	intricate	realm	of	pharmaceutical	technology,	You’ve	arrived	at	the	right	place.	Today,	we	present	a	customizable	pharmaceutical	technician	job	description	template,	designed	for	effortless
posting	on	job	boards	or	career	sites.	Let’s	dive	right	in.	Pharmaceutical	Technician	Duties	and	Responsibilities	Pharmaceutical	Technicians,	also	known	as	Pharmacy	Technicians,	assist	pharmacists	in	dispensing	medication	and	are	accountable	for	various	tasks	related	to	medication	management.	They	also	provide	customer	service	to	patients	and
handle	administrative	duties.	The	duties	and	responsibilities	of	a	Pharmaceutical	Technician	include:	Help	pharmacists	fill	prescriptions	by	measuring,	mixing,	counting,	and	labeling	medications	Check	prescriptions	for	correct	dosage	Package	and	label	prescriptions	ensuring	that	they	are	correctly	labelled	and	safely	packaged	Keep	a	record	of
patient	profiles	including	their	medication	taken	Maintain	and	manage	inventory,	inform	pharmacists	if	there	are	shortages	Operate	cash	registers	and	process	payments	Answer	phone	calls	from	customers	and	healthcare	providers	Handle	administrative	tasks	like	filing,	compiling,	and	maintaining	prescription	records	and	patient	profiles	Assist	with
customer	service,	such	as	answering	questions,	locating	items,	or	referring	them	to	the	pharmacist	for	medication	information	Maintain	cleanliness	and	organization	of	the	pharmacy	Pharmaceutical	Technician	Job	Description	Template	Job	Brief	We	are	seeking	a	meticulous	and	dedicated	Pharmaceutical	Technician	to	join	our	team.	In	this	role,	you
will	be	responsible	for	assisting	pharmacists	in	preparing	and	distributing	medications,	maintaining	patient	records,	and	performing	routine	administrative	tasks.	The	ideal	candidate	will	have	a	keen	eye	for	detail,	a	strong	understanding	of	pharmaceutical	terminology,	and	the	ability	to	work	accurately	in	a	fast-paced	environment.	Responsibilities
Assist	pharmacists	in	filling	prescriptions	and	dispensing	medications	Maintain	patient	records	and	medication	histories	Manage	inventory	and	order	medications	and	supplies	as	necessary	Package	and	label	pharmaceuticals	for	dispensing	Answer	patient	questions	and	provide	information	on	medication	usage	and	side	effects	Comply	with	all
pharmacy	and	drug	laws,	regulations,	and	guidelines	Operate	pharmacy	equipment,	including	cash	registers,	safely	and	efficiently	Perform	routine	administrative	tasks	such	as	answering	phones	and	filing	paperwork	Qualifications	Pharmacy	Technician	Certification	(PTCB	certified)	Prior	work	experience	as	a	pharmacy	technician	or	similar	role
Knowledge	of	pharmaceutical	terminology	and	medication	brands	Excellent	communication	skills	with	the	ability	to	handle	sensitive	patient	information	Strong	organizational	skills	and	detail-oriented	Ability	to	work	in	a	fast-paced	environment	Basic	computer	skills	for	maintaining	patient	records	and	processing	payments	High	school	diploma	or
equivalent	required;	additional	training	or	education	in	pharmacy	or	related	field	preferred	Benefits	401(k)	Health	insurance	Dental	insurance	Retirement	plan	Paid	time	off	Opportunities	for	continuous	learning	and	professional	development	Additional	Information	Job	Title:	Pharmaceutical	Technician	Work	Environment:	Pharmacy	or	hospital	setting.
This	role	requires	standing	for	long	periods	and	the	ability	to	lift	heavy	items.	Reporting	Structure:	Reports	to	the	Pharmacist	or	Pharmacy	Manager.	Salary:	Salary	is	based	upon	candidate	experience	and	qualifications,	as	well	as	market	and	business	considerations.	Pay	Range:	$31,750	minimum	to	$46,980	maximum	Location:	[City,	State]	(specify
the	location)	Employment	Type:	Full-time	Equal	Opportunity	Statement:	We	are	an	equal	opportunity	employer	and	value	diversity	at	our	company.	We	do	not	discriminate	on	the	basis	of	race,	religion,	color,	national	origin,	gender,	sexual	orientation,	age,	marital	status,	veteran	status,	or	disability	status.	Application	Instructions:	Please	submit	your
resume	and	a	cover	letter	outlining	your	qualifications	and	experience	to	[email	address	or	application	portal].	What	Does	a	Pharmaceutical	Technician	Do?	Pharmaceutical	Technicians,	often	referred	to	as	Pharmacy	Technicians,	play	a	significant	role	in	pharmacies,	hospitals,	clinics,	and	other	healthcare	settings.	Their	primary	duty	involves	assisting
Pharmacists	with	preparing	and	dispensing	prescription	medications	to	patients	or	healthcare	professionals.	They	measure,	mix,	count,	label	and	record	the	dosage	of	medications	according	to	the	prescription	order.	Pharmaceutical	Technicians	are	also	often	responsible	for	managing	the	inventory	of	medicines	and	pharmaceutical	supplies.	They
ensure	that	the	stock	is	up	to	date,	properly	stored	and	disposed	of	when	necessary.	In	addition	to	these	tasks,	they	often	interact	with	patients,	either	in	person	or	over	the	phone,	to	handle	queries	or	concerns	about	their	medications.	They	may	also	be	called	upon	to	process	insurance	claims	and	to	provide	information	about	costs	and	benefits	of
medications.	Pharmaceutical	Technicians	play	a	crucial	role	in	maintaining	the	smooth	operation	of	a	pharmacy	and	ensuring	patients	receive	the	correct	medications	in	a	timely	manner.	They	must	remain	vigilant	and	meticulous	in	their	work,	due	to	the	critical	nature	of	their	responsibilities.	Pharmaceutical	Technician	Qualifications	and	Skills	A
successful	Pharmaceutical	Technician	should	possess	a	range	of	skills	and	qualifications	in	accordance	with	the	responsibilities	of	the	role,	such	as:	Knowledge	of	pharmacological	terminology	to	accurately	read	and	interpret	prescription	orders	and	provide	correct	medications	to	patients.	Attention	to	detail	to	ensure	accurate	counting,	measurement,
and	dispensing	of	medications,	as	well	as	maintaining	precise	records	and	inventories	of	drugs.	Communication	skills	to	effectively	interact	with	pharmacists,	healthcare	professionals,	and	patients,	and	to	provide	clear	instructions	regarding	medication	use.	Mathematical	skills	for	calculating	dosages	and	measuring	medications.	Interpersonal	skills
for	building	relationships	with	patients	and	colleagues,	fostering	a	sense	of	trust	and	respect.	Problem-solving	skills	to	effectively	handle	issues	that	may	arise,	such	as	medication	shortages	or	discrepancies	in	prescription	orders.	Organizational	skills	to	manage	multiple	tasks	simultaneously,	such	as	filling	prescriptions,	managing	inventories,	and
maintaining	patient	records.	Customer	service	skills	for	assisting	patients	with	their	prescriptions,	answering	questions,	and	addressing	concerns	in	a	professional	and	friendly	manner.	Physical	stamina	to	stand	for	long	periods	and	often	work	in	a	busy	environment.	Pharmaceutical	Technician	Experience	Requirements	Pharmaceutical	Technicians,
also	known	as	Pharmacy	Technicians,	typically	require	a	high	school	diploma	or	equivalent	as	a	minimum	educational	requirement.	Further,	they	should	have	completed	a	pharmacy	technician	certification	program,	which	provides	both	classroom	and	laboratory	training.	For	entry-level	roles,	employers	generally	look	for	candidates	with	at	least	1
year	of	experience,	often	gained	through	an	internship	or	part-time	role	in	a	pharmacy	setting.	During	this	period,	they	gain	practical	experience	in	areas	such	as	prescription	filling,	inventory	management,	and	customer	service.	Candidates	with	2	to	3	years	of	experience	are	typically	proficient	in	pharmacy	operations	and	have	developed	a	strong
understanding	of	medications,	their	uses	and	potential	side	effects.	They	may	also	be	familiar	with	tasks	such	as	managing	insurance	claims	and	maintaining	records,	making	them	suitable	for	roles	with	greater	responsibility.	Pharmaceutical	Technicians	with	over	5	years	of	experience	often	have	mastered	their	technical	skills	and	may	have
experience	in	specialized	areas	such	as	compounding	or	sterile	processing.	They	may	also	have	some	leadership	experience,	making	them	eligible	for	supervisory	or	managerial	roles	within	the	pharmacy.	In	addition,	all	Pharmaceutical	Technicians	must	maintain	their	skills	and	knowledge	through	continuing	education,	as	mandated	by	the	Pharmacy
Technician	Certification	Board.	Pharmaceutical	Technician	Education	and	Training	Requirements	Pharmaceutical	Technicians,	also	known	as	Pharmacy	Technicians,	typically	require	a	high	school	diploma	or	equivalent	education	as	a	minimum	entry	requirement.	Many	employers	prefer	to	hire	candidates	who	have	completed	a	postsecondary
education	program	in	pharmacy	technology.	These	programs	are	usually	offered	by	vocational	schools	or	community	colleges	and	can	take	one	to	two	years	to	complete.	They	provide	comprehensive	training	in	areas	such	as	medical	terminology,	pharmaceutical	calculations,	pharmacy	law	and	ethics,	and	pharmacology.	Pharmaceutical	Technicians
must	also	be	licensed	or	certified,	depending	on	the	state’s	requirements.	These	requirements	generally	involve	passing	an	exam,	such	as	the	Pharmacy	Technician	Certification	Exam	(PTCE)	or	the	Exam	for	the	Certification	of	Pharmacy	Technicians	(ExCPT).	Continuing	education	is	required	to	maintain	the	certification.	This	ensures	that	the
technician	stays	updated	with	the	latest	medical	advancements,	drug	therapies,	and	changes	in	pharmacy	law.	Some	pharmaceutical	technicians	might	choose	to	specialize	in	a	specific	area,	such	as	compounding	or	chemotherapy,	which	may	require	additional	training	or	certification.	Pharmaceutical	Technicians	who	are	interested	in	advancing	their
career	may	also	pursue	a	degree	in	pharmacology	or	related	field.	This	additional	education	can	lead	to	advanced	roles	such	as	a	pharmacist	or	pharmaceutical	researcher.	Pharmaceutical	Technician	Salary	Expectations	A	Pharmaceutical	Technician	can	expect	to	earn	an	average	salary	of	$35,100	(USD)	per	year.	However,	the	actual	earnings	can
fluctuate	based	on	factors	such	as	experience,	certifications,	the	state	of	employment,	and	the	specific	sector	within	the	pharmaceutical	industry.	Pharmaceutical	Technician	Job	Description	FAQs	What	are	the	basic	duties	of	a	Pharmaceutical	Technician?	A	Pharmaceutical	Technician,	also	known	as	a	Pharmacy	Tech,	often	assists	pharmacists	in
dispensing	medication	to	patients	and	health	professionals.	They	typically	handle	tasks	such	as	measuring,	mixing,	counting,	labeling,	and	recording	medication	dosages,	as	well	as	managing	inventory,	processing	insurance	claims,	and	sometimes	dealing	with	customers	at	the	counter.	What	skills	are	required	for	a	Pharmaceutical	Technician?
Pharmaceutical	Technicians	should	possess	strong	attention	to	detail	as	they	often	handle	tasks	that	require	precise	measurements	and	accurate	labeling.	They	should	also	have	good	customer	service	skills	as	they	frequently	interact	with	patients	and	health	professionals.	In	addition,	solid	math	skills	are	important	for	measuring	medication	and
processing	insurance	claims.	What	qualifications	are	needed	to	become	a	Pharmaceutical	Technician?	The	requirements	to	become	a	Pharmaceutical	Technician	vary	by	state,	but	most	require	a	high	school	diploma	or	equivalent.	Many	employers	also	require	Pharmacy	Technicians	to	complete	a	postsecondary	education	program	and	obtain
certification.	Some	states	require	Pharmacy	Technicians	to	pass	a	background	check	and	be	registered	with	the	state	board	of	pharmacy.	What	makes	a	good	Pharmaceutical	Technician?	A	good	Pharmaceutical	Technician	is	meticulous	and	detail-oriented,	ensuring	the	right	medications	are	dispensed	accurately.	They	are	customer-focused,	providing
excellent	service	to	patients	and	health	professionals.	A	good	Pharmacy	Tech	is	also	able	to	multitask,	managing	various	responsibilities	such	as	measuring	medication,	handling	inventory,	and	processing	insurance	claims.	How	competitive	is	the	job	market	for	Pharmaceutical	Technicians?	The	job	market	for	Pharmaceutical	Technicians	can	be
competitive,	but	the	demand	for	these	professionals	is	expected	to	grow.	Aging	population	and	increases	in	chronic	diseases	that	require	medication	therapy	are	among	the	factors	driving	the	need	for	more	Pharmaceutical	Technicians.	To	stand	out,	individuals	may	want	to	obtain	certification	or	have	experience	in	a	pharmacy	setting.	Conclusion	And
there	we	have	it.	Today,	we’ve	uncovered	the	true	essence	of	being	a	pharmaceutical	technician.	Surprising,	isn’t	it?	It’s	not	solely	about	dispensing	medication.	It’s	about	safeguarding	public	health,	one	pill	at	a	time.	With	our	detailed	pharmaceutical	technician	job	description	template	and	real-life	examples,	you’re	ready	to	step	into	this	vital	role.
But	why	halt	your	journey	here?	Probe	further	with	our	job	description	generator.	It’s	your	secret	weapon	for	crafting	precision-targeted	job	listings	or	refining	your	resume	to	absolute	finesse.	Remember:	Every	pill	dispensed	is	a	step	towards	a	healthier	society.	Let’s	contribute	to	that	wellness.	Together.	We	are	seeking	a	skilled	Pharmaceutical
Technologist	to	join	our	team.	The	ideal	candidate	will	have	a	strong	background	in	pharmaceutical	sciences,	laboratory	techniques,	and	quality	assurance.	This	role	requires	attention	to	detail,	analytical	skills,	and	the	ability	to	ensure	compliance	with	regulations	and	standards.	Responsibilities:	Prepare	pharmaceutical	products,	including
medications,	creams,	ointments,	and	solutions,	following	established	procedures	and	protocols.	Operate	laboratory	equipment	and	instrumentation,	such	as	balances,	mixers,	centrifuges,	and	chromatography	systems.	Perform	quality	control	tests	and	analyses	to	ensure	the	purity,	potency,	and	stability	of	pharmaceutical	products.	Maintain	accurate
records	of	laboratory	procedures,	test	results,	and	product	specifications.	Monitor	and	document	environmental	conditions,	such	as	temperature,	humidity,	and	cleanliness,	to	ensure	compliance	with	regulatory	requirements.	Prepare	and	dispense	medications	to	patients	or	healthcare	professionals,	following	prescription	orders	and	guidelines.
Collaborate	with	pharmacists,	physicians,	and	other	healthcare	professionals	to	provide	patient	care	and	support.	Follow	safety	protocols	and	procedures	to	minimize	risks	and	hazards	in	the	laboratory.	Stay	updated	on	industry	developments,	regulations,	and	best	practices	in	pharmaceutical	technology.	Participate	in	training	and	professional
development	activities	to	enhance	skills	and	knowledge.	Requirements	and	Qualifications:	Bachelor's	degree	in	Pharmacy,	Pharmaceutical	Sciences,	or	related	field.	Proven	experience	as	a	Pharmaceutical	Technologist	or	similar	role.	Strong	understanding	of	pharmaceutical	principles,	processes,	and	regulations.	Familiarity	with	laboratory
techniques,	equipment,	and	instrumentation.	Excellent	attention	to	detail	and	accuracy	in	work.	Analytical	and	problem-solving	skills.	Ability	to	work	independently	and	as	part	of	a	team.	Good	communication	and	interpersonal	abilities.	Integrity	and	professionalism	in	handling	sensitive	information.	Adaptability	and	willingness	to	learn	and	grow	in
the	role.	Skills	Required:	Pharmaceutical	sciences	Laboratory	techniques	Quality	control	Record-keeping	Analytical	skills	Communication	Teamwork	Attention	to	detail	Integrity	Adaptability	Frequently	Asked	Questions	What	is	the	role	of	Pharmaceutical	Technology?	The	role	of	Pharmaceutical	Technology	involves	the	development,	manufacturing,
and	testing	of	pharmaceutical	products	such	as	medications,	vaccines,	and	medical	devices.	It	encompasses	areas	such	as	drug	formulation,	drug	delivery	systems,	quality	control,	and	regulatory	compliance	to	ensure	the	safety,	efficacy,	and	quality	of	pharmaceutical	products.	What	is	the	difference	between	pharmacy	and	Pharmaceutical
Technology?	Pharmacy	focuses	on	the	clinical	aspects	of	medication	therapy,	including	dispensing	medications,	counseling	patients	on	their	proper	use,	and	monitoring	for	drug	interactions	and	side	effects.	Pharmaceutical	Technology,	on	the	other	hand,	focuses	on	the	scientific	and	technical	aspects	of	drug	development,	manufacturing,	and	quality
assurance.	How	many	years	does	it	take	to	study	Pharmaceutical	Technology?	The	duration	of	study	for	Pharmaceutical	Technology	can	vary	depending	on	the	level	of	education	pursued.	Typically,	it	takes	three	to	four	years	to	complete	a	bachelor's	degree	program	in	Pharmaceutical	Technology.	Advanced	degrees	such	as	master's	or	doctoral
programs	may	take	additional	years	to	complete.	Which	university	is	offering	Pharmaceutical	Technology	in	Nigeria?	Several	universities	in	Nigeria	offer	programs	in	Pharmaceutical	Technology,	including	the	University	of	Lagos,	Ahmadu	Bello	University,	University	of	Nigeria	Nsukka,	University	of	Benin,	and	others.	Prospective	students	should
research	specific	universities	and	their	programs	to	find	the	best	fit	for	their	educational	goals	and	interests.	Related	Job	Role	Description	We	are	seeking	a	skilled	Pharmaceutical	Technologist	to	join	our	team.	The	ideal	candidate	will	have	a	strong	background	in	pharmaceutical	sciences,	laboratory	techniques,	and	quality	assurance.	This	role
requires	attention	to	detail,	analytical	skills,	and	the	ability	to	ensure	compliance	with	regulations	and	standards.	Responsibilities:	Prepare	pharmaceutical	products,	including	medications,	creams,	ointments,	and	solutions,	following	established	procedures	and	protocols.	Operate	laboratory	equipment	and	instrumentation,	such	as	balances,	mixers,
centrifuges,	and	chromatography	systems.	Perform	quality	control	tests	and	analyses	to	ensure	the	purity,	potency,	and	stability	of	pharmaceutical	products.	Maintain	accurate	records	of	laboratory	procedures,	test	results,	and	product	specifications.	Monitor	and	document	environmental	conditions,	such	as	temperature,	humidity,	and	cleanliness,	to
ensure	compliance	with	regulatory	requirements.	Prepare	and	dispense	medications	to	patients	or	healthcare	professionals,	following	prescription	orders	and	guidelines.	Collaborate	with	pharmacists,	physicians,	and	other	healthcare	professionals	to	provide	patient	care	and	support.	Follow	safety	protocols	and	procedures	to	minimize	risks	and
hazards	in	the	laboratory.	Stay	updated	on	industry	developments,	regulations,	and	best	practices	in	pharmaceutical	technology.	Participate	in	training	and	professional	development	activities	to	enhance	skills	and	knowledge.	Requirements	and	Qualifications:	Bachelor's	degree	in	Pharmacy,	Pharmaceutical	Sciences,	or	related	field.	Proven
experience	as	a	Pharmaceutical	Technologist	or	similar	role.	Strong	understanding	of	pharmaceutical	principles,	processes,	and	regulations.	Familiarity	with	laboratory	techniques,	equipment,	and	instrumentation.	Excellent	attention	to	detail	and	accuracy	in	work.	Analytical	and	problem-solving	skills.	Ability	to	work	independently	and	as	part	of	a
team.	Good	communication	and	interpersonal	abilities.	Integrity	and	professionalism	in	handling	sensitive	information.	Adaptability	and	willingness	to	learn	and	grow	in	the	role.	Skills	Required:	Pharmaceutical	sciences	Laboratory	techniques	Quality	control	Record-keeping	Analytical	skills	Communication	Teamwork	Attention	to	detail	Integrity
Adaptability	Frequently	Asked	Questions	What	is	the	role	of	Pharmaceutical	Technology?	The	role	of	Pharmaceutical	Technology	involves	the	development,	manufacturing,	and	testing	of	pharmaceutical	products	such	as	medications,	vaccines,	and	medical	devices.	It	encompasses	areas	such	as	drug	formulation,	drug	delivery	systems,	quality	control,
and	regulatory	compliance	to	ensure	the	safety,	efficacy,	and	quality	of	pharmaceutical	products.	What	is	the	difference	between	pharmacy	and	Pharmaceutical	Technology?	Pharmacy	focuses	on	the	clinical	aspects	of	medication	therapy,	including	dispensing	medications,	counseling	patients	on	their	proper	use,	and	monitoring	for	drug	interactions
and	side	effects.	Pharmaceutical	Technology,	on	the	other	hand,	focuses	on	the	scientific	and	technical	aspects	of	drug	development,	manufacturing,	and	quality	assurance.	How	many	years	does	it	take	to	study	Pharmaceutical	Technology?	The	duration	of	study	for	Pharmaceutical	Technology	can	vary	depending	on	the	level	of	education	pursued.
Typically,	it	takes	three	to	four	years	to	complete	a	bachelor's	degree	program	in	Pharmaceutical	Technology.	Advanced	degrees	such	as	master's	or	doctoral	programs	may	take	additional	years	to	complete.	Which	university	is	offering	Pharmaceutical	Technology	in	Nigeria?	Several	universities	in	Nigeria	offer	programs	in	Pharmaceutical
Technology,	including	the	University	of	Lagos,	Ahmadu	Bello	University,	University	of	Nigeria	Nsukka,	University	of	Benin,	and	others.	Prospective	students	should	research	specific	universities	and	their	programs	to	find	the	best	fit	for	their	educational	goals	and	interests.	Related	Job	Role	Description	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in
any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.
You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that
legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,
other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	A	Pharmacy	Technologist	is	a	healthcare	professional	who	works	under	the	supervision	of	a	licensed	pharmacist	to	prepare	and	dispense	medications.	They	are	responsible	for	ensuring	the	accuracy	and	safety	of	medication	preparation,	as	well	as	maintaining
accurate	records	of	medication	dispensing.	They	also	assist	licensed	pharmacists	in	providing	medication	therapy	management	and	other	patient	counseling	services.	Pharmacy	Technologists	perform	various	tasks	such	as	receiving	and	verifying	prescription	orders,	preparing	medication	dosages,	labeling	medication	containers,	and	maintaining
inventory	records.	They	are	also	responsible	for	the	preparation	of	sterile	products,	such	as	IVs	and	TPNs.	They	must	be	able	to	accurately	measure,	mix	and	compound	medications,	as	well	as	understand	the	use	and	proper	handling	of	equipment	used	in	the	pharmacy.	In	addition,	Pharmacy	Technologists	are	responsible	for	ensuring	that	all
medication	dispensing	and	record-keeping	practices	meet	legal	and	ethical	standards,	as	well	as	following	proper	infection	control	procedures.	They	also	assist	in	the	education	of	patients	on	their	medication	regimen	and	potential	side	effects.	As	a	result,	Pharmacy	Technologists	must	have	a	thorough	knowledge	of	medications	and	be	able	to
communicate	effectively	with	patients,	caregivers,	and	other	healthcare	professionals.	A	Pharmacy	Technologist	is	a	healthcare	professional	who	works	under	the	supervision	of	a	licensed	pharmacist	to	prepare	and	dispense	medications,	ensure	accuracy	and	safety	of	medication	preparation,	maintain	accurate	records	and	assist	in	medication	therapy
management	and	patient	counseling	services.	To	become	a	Pharmacy	Technologist,	individuals	must	typically	complete	a	pharmacy	technician	program	and	pass	a	certification	exam.	Some	states	may	also	require	passing	a	background	check	and	maintaining	continuing	education	to	maintain	certification.	Pharmacy	technicians	are	medical
professionals	who	work	with	pharmacists	to	help	patients	and	make	sure	they	get	the	best	care.They	often	are	the	people	who	find,	package,	and	label	prescribed	medications.	Their	work	is	then	checked	by	pharmacists.Pharmacy	technicians	can	work	in	your	neighborhood	pharmacy	or	places	like	hospital	pharmacies,	medical	offices,	nursing	homes,
prisons,	the	military,	and	even	veterinary	practices.	Some	work	in	the	drug	industry,	in	sales	and	production.	Pharmacy	technicians	have	different	roles	in	each	place,	and	each	state	has	its	own	regulations	on	what	a	pharmacy	technician	can	do.		A	pharmacy	technician	may	be	the	first	person	a	customer	sees	when	filling	a	prescription	at	a	store
pharmacy.	(Photo	credits:	DigitalVision/Getty	Images)	No	matter	where	they	work,	pharmacy	technicians	are	supervised	by	pharmacists.	They	keep	the	pharmacy	running	smoothly	and	safely.	Their	time	is	usually	split	between	using	their	technical	skills	for	prescriptions	and	serving	customers	or	patients.Depending	on	where	the	pharmacy	technician
works,	they	may	have	different	duties:	Hospital-based	pharmacy	techniciansPharmacy	technicians	in	a	hospital	may	work	with	IV	medications	(medicine	delivered	through	a	needle	and	tube	in	a	patient’s	vein)	and	do	more	laboratory	preparation	such	as	sterilizing	(deep	cleaning).	Pharmacy	technicians	may	also	maintain	drug-dispensing	machines
(automated	vending	machines	that	give	out	medicine)	that	nurses	use	for	patients	at	a	moment’s	notice.Retail	pharmacy	techniciansPharmacy	technicians	in	a	retail	pharmacy	(such	as	at	a	grocery	store	or	drugstore)	spend	more	time	talking	to	customers,	to	get	prescription	histories	and	other	information	needed	to	fill	prescriptions.	They	find	out	if
customers	have	questions	for	the	pharmacist.They	also	work	with	prescriptions	sent	electronically	or	phoned	in	from	doctors'	offices.	They	make	sure	the	information	on	the	prescription	is	complete	and	accurate.	They	may	find	the	medicine	and	prepare	the	right	amount.	Pharmacy	technician	duties	also	can	include	helping	with	customer	phone	calls,
insurance	claims,	inventory,	and	paperwork,	and	supervising	other	staff	members.Mail-order	pharmacy	techniciansThese	technicians	work	in	offices,	fulfilling	prescriptions	from	a	workstation.	They	may	maintain	patient	databases,	fill	medicines,	and	take	inventory.Nursing	home	and	assisted	living-facility	pharmacy	techniciansThese	pharmacy
technicians	work	with	the	pharmacists	and	nurses	in	the	facility.	They	might	help	maintain	patient	charts,	deliver	medications,	and	put	together	medication	packets	for	nurses.	You	don’t	need	a	college	degree	to	become	a	pharmacy	technician,	just	a	high	school	diploma	and	an	interest	in	the	area.The	process	can	take	a	few	months	to	2	years.	You
must:Get	a	pharmacy	technician	certificate	or	an	associate’s	degreeFinish	an	externship	(firsthand	observation	at	a	pharmacy)	for	real-world	experience	Apply	to	a	pharmacy	environment	that	suits	your	interests,	like	retail,	hospital,	or	researchBecause	pharmacy	technicians	learn	a	lot	of	skills	on	the	job,	many	recent	high	school	grads	may	choose
this	route	rather	than	go	to	a	4-year	college.Many	states	regulate	or	monitor	pharmacy	technicians,	so	it’s	important	to	look	into	the	local	requirements.	You	may	have	to	take	a	test	or	enroll	in	a	certain	type	of	training	program	at	a	college	or	other	institution.The	average	pay	for	a	pharmacy	technician	is	about	$19	an	hour	or	$40,000	a	year.
	Pharmacy	techs	with	extra	training	and	experience	can	advance	in	their	careers.	Some	become	pharmacy	managers	or	move	into	pharmaceutical	sales.	Some	decide	to	become	pharmacists,	but	that	requires	several	years	of	college	and	pharmacy	school.		Where	do	pharmacy	technicians	get	paid	the	most?Pharmacy	technicians	get	paid	the	most	in
California,	where	the	average	hourly	pay	is	$25	and	the	average	annual	salary	is	$52,000.	Other	high-paying	states	include	Washington,	Alaska,	Oregon,	and	the	District	of	Columbia.	You’re	most	likely	to	see	a	pharmacy	technician	in	a	store.	Often,	they’re	the	first	person	you	meet	when	you	go	to	the	counter	for	help.They	can	help	you	by:	Discussing
your	prescription	historyChecking	your	file	in	their	databaseAnswering	basic	medication	questions	--	like	how	to	read	the	dosing	instructions	on	the	prescription	labelReferring	you	to	a	pharmacist	for	more	involved	questions	--	like	what	to	do	if	you	get	side	effectsMaking	sure	your	prescription	is	getting	filled	See	job	descriptions	similar	to	a
Pharmacy	Technologist	See	job	descriptions	similar	to	a	Pharmacy	Technologist


