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Compound	complex	sentence	example

Compound	Complex	Sentences	and	Examples	Compound	complex	sentences	are	made	of	more	than	one	sentence	joined	by	a	conjunction,	with	at	least	one	sentence	being	complex.	They	consist	of	two	parts:	-	A	main	clause	(independent)	that	has	a	subject	and	a	verb.	-	At	least	one	subordinate	or	dependent	clause.	The	author	reflects	on	a	past
encounter	with	someone	who	left	a	lasting	impression,	while	also	highlighting	the	importance	of	mastering	complex	sentence	structures	in	English.	Complex	and	compound	sentences	are	essential	tools	for	expressing	ideas	with	clarity	and	nuance.	A	compound	sentence	consists	of	two	or	more	independent	clauses	joined	by	coordinating	conjunctions
like	"for,"	"and,"	nor,"	"but,"	"or,"	"yet,"	or	"so."	These	clauses	can	stand	alone	and	convey	equal	importance.	Coordinating	conjunctions	also	require	a	comma	before	them	when	linking	two	independent	clauses.	Complex	sentences,	on	the	other	hand,	combine	one	independent	clause	with	one	or	more	dependent	clauses	using	subordinating
conjunctions	like	"because,"	"although,"	"since,"	"if,"	"when,"	"unless,"	"while,"	"after,"	or	"before."	The	placement	of	these	clauses	can	affect	the	sentence's	structure	and	meaning.	Compound-complex	sentences	integrate	both	features,	making	them	useful	for	conveying	detailed	thoughts.	There	are	four	types	of	sentence	structures	in	English:	Simple,
Compound,	Complex,	and	Compound-Complex.	Simple	sentences	consist	of	one	independent	clause,	while	compound	sentences	join	two	or	more	independent	clauses	with	a	coordinating	conjunction.	Complex	sentences	combine	an	independent	clause	with	a	dependent	clause,	which	requires	an	independent	clause	to	complete	its	meaning.	Compound-
complex	sentences	integrate	multiple	independent	clauses	with	dependent	clauses,	creating	intricate	relationships	between	ideas.	Effective	use	of	these	sentence	structures	enhances	clarity,	elegance,	and	engagement	in	writing,	including	academic	papers,	persuasive	essays,	storytelling,	and	fluent	conversation.	Examples	of	independent	clauses	are
given:	She	ate	lunch,	The	car	drove	on	the	road,	On	Tuesday,	I	had	my	test.	These	are	complete	thoughts,	but	they're	not	compound	or	complex	sentences	yet.A	compound	sentence	is	created	when	two	independent	clauses	are	joined	by	a	coordinating	conjunction.	There	are	seven	coordinating	conjunctions	in	English:	for,	and,	nor,	but,	or,	yet,	so[
independent	clause	],{	coordinating	conjunction	}[independent	clause]She	ate	lunch,	but	she	was	still	hungry,	He	sat	down	and	he	read	a	book,	It	was	rainy	so	we	stayed	inside,	We	can	order	food	or	we	can	make	pasta	at	home.	These	are	all	compound	sentences	because	they	contain	two	independent	clauses	joined	by	a	coordinating	conjunction.A
complex	sentence	has	a	dependent	clause	and	an	independent	clause.	The	dependent	clause	can	start	or	end	the	sentence.	Examples	include:	She	fell	asleep	because	she	was	tired,	Because	she	was	tired,	she	fell	asleep,	I'll	call	you	if	I	go,	If	I	go,	I'll	call	you.	Note	that	when	a	dependent	clause	begins	a	sentence,	it	should	be	followed	by	a	comma	to
indicate	where	the	clause	ends.An	adjective	clause,	also	known	as	a	relative	clause,	is	considered	a	dependent	clause	too.	For	instance:	This	is	the	store	where	I	bought	my	hat,	Vancouver	which	is	in	western	Canada	is	a	beautiful	city.A	compound-complex	sentence	consists	of	two	independent	clauses	joined	by	a	coordinating	conjunction	and	at	least
one	dependent	clause.	The	dependent	clause	can	be	anywhere	in	the	sentence.	Examples	include:	She	took	out	her	umbrella	because	it	was	raining	and	then	she	walked	home,	I	don't	like	exercising	but	I'll	do	it	if	I	have	to,	The	man	who	was	on	the	other	side	of	the	street	waved	so	I	looked	at	him.It's	worth	noting	that	more	complex	structures	can	be
created,	such	as	compound-compound	or	complex-complex	sentences.	However,	these	are	not	necessarily	more	effective	in	terms	of	writing.	In	fact,	using	overly	complicated	sentence	structures	can	make	your	writing	harder	to	understand.	As	a	general	rule,	simple	and	compound	sentences	are	sufficient	for	spoken	English,	but	academic	and	business
writing	may	benefit	from	some	complex	structures.	Using	conjunctions	like	although	or	because	can	help	connect	ideas	and	create	a	cohesive	narrative.	Ultimately,	effective	writing	is	about	being	clear	and	concise,	not	just	using	complicated	sentence	structures.	Using	a	Variety	of	Sentence	Structures	for	Efficient	Writing	Writing	effectively	and
efficiently	means	using	a	variety	of	sentence	structures	to	convey	ideas	clearly.	While	spoken	English	often	relies	on	simple	and	compound	sentences,	higher-level	writing,	such	as	academic	and	business	communications,	should	incorporate	a	range	of	structures,	including	simple,	compound,	complex,	and	compound-complex.	Using	conjunctions	like
"although"	or	"because"	can	help	readers	understand	how	ideas	relate	to	each	other,	making	the	writing	more	cohesive.	However,	using	only	long,	complicated	sentences	is	not	necessary	for	effective	writing.	Short,	simple	sentences	can	also	be	used	to	achieve	clarity.	To	illustrate	this	concept,	let's	examine	some	examples	of	sentence	structures:	-
Simple:	The	man	smiled.	-	Compound:	The	man	smiled,	but	I	did	not	know	why.	-	Complex:	When	the	cat	is	away,	the	mice	will	play.	-	Compound-complex:	He	asked	me	a	question	so	I	answered.	The	teacher	explained	the	answer	in	detail	and	presented	it	clearly	and	slowly.	SimpleCompoundComplexCompound-Complex	Show	Answers	&
ExplanationsCompound	(Independent	clause	+	coordinating	conjunction	+	Independent	clause)Complex	(Dependent	clause	+	Independent	clause)Compound	(Independent	clause	+	coordinating	conjunction	+	Independent	clause)Simple	(Independent	clause)	Note:	"On	the	second	weekend	of	July	last	year"	is	a	prepositional	phrase,	not	a	clause
because	there	is	no	subject	or	verb.Compound-Complex	(Dependent	clause,	Independent	clause	+	coordinating	conjunction	Independent	clause)Compound-Complex	(Independent	clause,	coordinating	conjunction,	dependent	clause,	independent	clause)Compound	(Independent	clause,	coordinating	conjunction,	Independent	clause)	If	you	have	any
questions	about	sentence	structures,	please	leave	a	comment	below	or	visit	our	forums.--	Created	by	Matthew	Barton	of	Englishcurrent.com	(Copyright)	One	method	to	add	variety	to	your	writing	is	to	experiment	with	different	sentence	structures.	The	primary	forms	are	simple,	compound,	complex,	and	compound-complex	sentences.	Today,	we're
examining	compound-complex	sentences.	These	sentence	structures	are	often	complicated	but	can	be	effective	in	enhancing	the	flow	of	your	writing	when	used	properly.	Keep	reading	to	learn	more	about	compound-complex	sentences.	Contents:	As	indicated	by	its	name,	a	compound-complex	sentence	is	composed	of	both	compound	and	complex
sentence	components.	A	sentence	is	considered	compound	if	it	contains	two	or	more	independent	clauses.	A	sentence	is	complex	when	it	combines	one	independent	clause	with	at	least	one	dependent	clause.	Consequently,	a	sentence	must	include	two	or	more	independent	clauses	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause	to	be	classified	as	compound-
complex.	Compound-complex	sentences	are	generally	the	longest	of	all	sentence	types.	They	enable	you	to	add	depth	to	your	writing,	maintain	reader	engagement,	and	make	complicated	concepts	clearer.	Let's	analyze	a	compound-complex	sentence	to	understand	its	operation.	Although	Samantha	favored	peanut	butter	and	jelly	sandwiches,	she
chose	a	pastrami	on	rye,	and	she	found	it	delicious.	Initially,	we	have	the	dependent	clause:	"Although	Samantha	preferred	peanut	butter	and	jelly	sandwiches."	Then,	there	are	two	independent	clauses:	"she	ordered	a	pastrami	on	rye,"	and	"she	thought	it	was	delicious."	In	this	sentence,	the	coordinating	conjunction	"and"	links	the	two	independent
clauses.	To	create	an	effective	compound-complex	sentence,	follow	these	four	easy	steps.	Firstly,	select	your	independent	clauses.	These	should	be	at	least	two	parts	of	your	sentence	that	can	stand	alone	as	complete	sentences.	Ensure	they	have	a	verb	and	subject.	Secondly,	make	sure	the	two	clauses	are	connected	in	some	way;	otherwise,	keep	them
as	separate	sentences.	Then,	choose	a	dependent	clause.	Dependent	clauses	don't	express	full	thoughts.	They	provide	additional	information	but	aren't	complete	by	themselves.	Lastly,	select	the	coordinating	conjunction	that	will	connect	your	independent	and	dependent	clauses.	Note:	The	original	text	does	not	match	the	given	prompt.	To	build	strong
sentences,	add	extra	details	using	clauses.	Conjunctions	do	the	job	of	holding	all	those	clauses	together.	To	link	your	dependent	clauses,	use	words	like	before,	as,	or	although.	For	joining	independent	clauses,	you'll	need	conjunctions	such	as	for,	yet,	or	so.	Punctuate	your	sentence	properly:	If	these	sentences	sound	confusing,	it's	because	they're	that
way.	You	need	perfect	punctuation	to	keep	all	the	ideas	in	their	right	places	and	make	the	sentence	easier	to	understand.	The	most	common	mistake	is	creating	a	run-on	sentence.	This	happens	when	you	connect	independent	clauses	with	just	a	comma.	Instead,	swap	your	comma	for	a	semi-colon,	or	add	a	conjunction.	To	avoid	mistakes,	use	a
grammar	checker	like	ProWritingAid	to	identify	comma	splices	and	fix	them.	Compound-complex	Sentence	Structures	Understanding	the	structure	of	a	compound-complex	sentence	is	easier	when	you	first	understand	compound	and	complex	sentences.	A	compound	sentence	is	made	when	two	or	more	independent	clauses	are	joined	together.
Independent	clauses	are	complete	sentences	that	can	stand	alone.	Let’s	look	at	an	example	of	a	compound	sentence:	There	are	some	ruins	near	my	house,	and	I	sometimes	go	there	to	think.	The	sentence	above	has	two	independent	clauses,	"there	are	some	ruins	near	my	house,"	and	"I	sometimes	go	there	to	think."	A	conjunction	usually	joins	the
independent	clauses	in	a	compound	sentence.	In	the	sentence	above,	the	conjunction	"and"	joins	the	independent	clauses.	You	can	also	join	compound	sentences	with	a	semicolon	instead	of	a	conjunction	and	a	comma.	For	example,	we	can	write	the	same	sentence	like	this:	There	are	some	ruins	near	my	house;	I	sometimes	go	there	to	think.	To	be
considered	complex,	a	sentence	needs	an	independent	clause	and	one	or	more	dependent	clauses.	For	example:	There	are	some	ruins	near	my	house,	which	my	cousins	and	I	used	to	play	in	when	we	were	younger.	In	the	sentence	above,	there's	an	independent	clause,	"there	are	some	ruins	near	my	house,"	and	a	dependent	clause,	"which	my	cousins
and	I	used	to	play	in	when	we	were	younger."	In	complex	sentences,	subordinate	conjunctions	introduce	dependent	clauses.	In	the	sentence	above,	we	used	"which."	Other	subordinate	conjunctions	include	"after,"	"although,"	"if,"	"until,"	and	"while."	A	compound-complex	sentence	is	like	a	monster	made	of	both	compound	and	complex	sentence
structures.	It	has	parts	of	both	types.	Here's	an	example:	There	are	some	ruins	near	my	house,	which	my	cousins	and	I	used	to	play	in	when	we	were	younger,	and	I	sometimes	go	there	to	think.	This	sentence	includes	two	independent	clauses	and	one	dependent	clause.	Compound-complex	sentences	are	a	type	of	sentence	that	has	at	least	two
independent	clauses	and	one	dependent	clause.	Breaking	down	this	complex	sentence	into	smaller	parts	can	help	highlight	its	key	components:	Independent	Clause	1	-	"There	are	some	ruins	near	my	house,"	Subordinating	Conjunction	-	"which"	Dependent	Clause	-	"my	cousins	and	I	used	to	play	in	when	we	were	younger,"	Coordinating	Conjunction	-
"and"	Independent	Clause	2	-	"I	go	there	sometimes	when	I	need	to	think."	Compound-complex	sentences	can	add	interest	and	engage	readers,	especially	in	academic	and	analytical	writing.	These	sentences	are	particularly	useful	for	explaining	complicated	topics	or	describing	complex	events.	Examples	of	compound-complex	sentences	include:	"He
finished	his	report	for	work,	but	he	still	needs	to	fill	out	the	accompanying	presentation	even	though	he	should	have	had	it	done	last	quarter."	Other	examples	include:	"While	waiting	for	the	bus,	Angela	played	games	on	her	phone,	and	Lizzy	read	a	book."	These	sentences	have	multiple	independent	clauses	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.	A
compound-complex	sentence	must	have	two	or	more	independent	clauses	and	one	or	more	dependent	clauses	to	be	considered	complex.	For	effective	use	of	compound-complex	sentences	in	writing,	remember	that	the	structure	should	vary	and	include	different	types	of	sentences.	Utilize	tools	like	ProWritingAid's	sentence	structure	report	to	identify
areas	for	improvement.	The	structure	of	a	compound-complex	sentence	remains	unchanged	despite	its	complexity.	It	consists	of	two	or	more	independent	clauses	linked	by	conjunctions,	while	dependent	clauses	provide	additional	information.	Reading	on	will	help	you	understand	more	about	conjunctions	and	other	components	of	this	complex
structure.	3.	Components	of	a	Compound-Complex	Sentence	To	comprehend	the	structure	of	a	compound-complex	sentence,	it	is	essential	to	identify	its	individual	parts.	The	basic	rules	dictate	that	there	must	be	at	least	two	independent	clauses	and	one	dependent	clause.	Understanding	these	elements	will	enable	you	to	craft	beautiful	and
grammatically	correct	sentences.	a.	Independent	Clause	An	independent	clause	can	stand	alone	as	a	complete	sentence,	containing	a	subject	and	a	predicate.	Coordinate	clauses,	which	are	composed	of	multiple	independent	clauses	linked	by	coordinating	conjunctions,	can	also	function	independently.	For	example:	“I	came,	I	saw,	and	I	conquered.”
Examples	of	independent	clauses	in	compound-complex	sentences	include:	-	Even	though	she	was	tired,	Abby	knew	she	had	to	finish	the	race	and	she	ran	to	meet	her	team.	-	Usually	I	take	a	walk	every	day	while	the	sun	sets,	but	it	was	raining	today.	-	She	likes	to	sleep	in	but	she	can	get	up	early	if	she	has	work.	These	independent	clauses	are
connected	by	coordinating	conjunctions	like	"but"	or	"and."	b.	Dependent	Clause	Dependent	clauses,	on	the	other	hand,	cannot	stand	alone	as	complete	sentences.	They	rely	on	other	clauses	within	the	sentence	to	make	sense.	Although	dependent	clauses	possess	a	subject	and	predicate	similar	to	independent	clauses,	they	do	not	express	a	full
thought	due	to	their	introductory	words	like	“while,”	"if,"	or	"because."	While	the	sun	was	setting,	I	usually	go	for	a	walk	but	today	it	was	raining	outside.	It	seems	that	"usually"	and	"today"	are	part	of	an	introductory	phrase	that	provides	more	information	about	when	I	take	walks.	If	we	remove	this	phrase	from	the	sentence,	we	would	have	only	two
clauses:	"I	usually	go	for	a	walk"	and	"it	was	raining	outside".	By	adding	this	introductory	phrase,	we	get	a	compound-complex	sentence	with	more	details.	1.	A	strong	main	idea	is	crucial	in	a	sentence	as	it	will	remain	one	of	the	key	points	even	after	additional	details	are	added.	2.	To	create	an	effective	sentence,	start	with	a	complete	independent
clause	that	conveys	a	central	thought,	such	as	"The	cat	jumped	onto	the	couch."	3.	The	next	step	is	to	add	a	related	independent	clause	that	continues	the	action	or	adds	important	information,	like	"The	cat	sat	down	on	top	of	the	remote	control."	4.	A	dependent	clause	can	be	used	to	provide	more	context	or	explain	an	action,	but	it	cannot	stand	alone
as	a	complete	sentence.	5.	To	assemble	the	clauses,	use	conjunctions	to	link	them	together	in	a	logical	order,	resulting	in	a	compound-complex	sentence.	The	key	to	crafting	effective	sentences	lies	in	employing	various	strategies	to	link	clauses.	One	approach	involves	utilizing	connecting	words,	as	seen	in	Example	2:	"The	temperature	has	dropped
and	it’s	windy	outside,	so	wear	a	jacket."	The	conjunction	"and"	binds	the	clauses	together,	while	the	subordinating	conjunction	"so"	turns	the	clause	"wear	a	jacket"	into	a	dependent	clause,	clarifying	the	sentence's	logic.	Alternatively,	semicolons	can	be	used	to	connect	clauses	without	coordinating	conjunctions,	as	demonstrated	in	Example	3:	"The
temperature	has	dropped;	it’s	windy	outside;	wear	a	jacket."	However,	this	approach	may	seem	awkward	if	applied	uniformly	to	all	comma	splices.	A	more	effective	tactic	would	be	to	use	a	combination	of	strategies,	as	shown	in	revised	Example	3:	"The	temperature	has	dropped	and	it's	windy	outside;	wear	a	jacket."	Varying	sentence	structures	can
lead	to	more	engaging	and	sophisticated	writing,	making	complex	ideas	easier	to	convey.


