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English	is	by	far	the	most	popular	language	in	the	world,	with	1.5	billion	people	speaking	the	language	either	natively	or	as	a	second	language.	That	figure	accounts	for	almost	19%	of	the	world’s	population.	More	and	more	people	across	the	world	are	now	learning	English	to	gain	access	to	better	education	and	employment	opportunities.	Another
factor	behind	the	increasing	popularity	of	the	English	language	is	the	ever-growing	influence	of	British	and	American	cultures.	The	widespread	acceptance	of	English	in	most	corners	has	made	it	the	preferred	language	of	social	and	business	communications	worldwide.	1	in	5	people	in	the	world	speak	English	natively	or	as	a	second	language​This
brings	up	a	key	difference	between	the	two	types	of	English	being	talked	about	here.	The	English	that	we	learn	through	textbooks	and	language	classes	tends	to	be	formal	and	somewhat	official	in	nature.	On	the	other	hand,	the	English	spoken	on	the	streets	is	more	informal	and	conversational.	It	is	important	for	non-native	speakers	of	English	to	fully
understand	the	distinction	between	these	two	forms	of	the	language	to	be	able	to	use	them	to	their	fullest	advantage.	Let’s	explore	the	two	different	types	of	English	in	more	detail	to	understand	the	difference	in	their	usage.	Business	English	Business	English	is	the	form	of	English	used	in	formal	interactions	and	official	communication.	Business
English	is	always	used	in	a	professional	context	and	is	characterized	by	a	refined	vocabulary,	grammar,	and	sentence	structure.	It	usually	does	not	use	common	phrases	and	idioms	and	largely	avoids	expressions	involving	sarcasm,	slang,	or	other	types	of	usage	more	commonly	reserved	for	conversational	English.	Let’s	understand	this	in	more	depth
with	the	help	of	an	example.	Consider	the	phrase,	“What’s	up?”.	This	is	a	common	phrase	used	to	greet	someone.	While	this	is	a	perfectly	legitimate	phrase	to	use	in	an	informal	setting,	it	may	not	be	quite	appropriate	for	use	in	a	formal	work	or	business	environment.	The	business	English	equivalent	of	this	statement	would	be	something	like	“How	are
you	going?’As	this	example	suggests,	business	English	typically	avoids	literary	and	non-precise	expressions	that,	while	eloquent,	are	rarely	fit	for	clear	and	formal	communication.	General	English	General	English	is	a	broad	term	that	includes	all	the	regional	and	cultural	variations	of	the	language	as	it	is	spoken	around	the	world.	It	includes	everything
from	geographically-defined	accents,	idioms,	slang,	contractions,	and	other	informal	usages	of	words	and	sentences	that	make	conversations	more	relatable	and	engaging.	General	English	comprises	both	spoken	and	written	forms	of	English	as	they	are	used	in	everyday	situations.	While	it	is	difficult	to	describe	a	standard	set	of	rules	followed	in
general	English	communication,	it	does	have	a	few	defining	characteristics.	General	English	expressions	are	often:Longer	and	more	informal,	with	frequent	use	of	idioms,	sarcasm,	and	slang.	Devoid	of	a	set	syntax	or	structure	outside	the	general	rules	of	the	language.	Greatly	varied	in	tone	and	vocabulary	depending	on	the	region	where	it	is
used.	​Summarizing	the	Differences	between	Business	English	and	General	English	Here	are	the	key	points	of	difference	between	business	English	and	general	English.	​	Business	English	General	English	Primary	Use	Strictly	professional	settings	like	business	meetings.	Day-to-day	conversations.	Elements	Jargon	and	formal	English	words.	Slang,
idioms,	sarcasm,	regional	phrases,	etc.	Vocabulary	Limited	but	refined.	Vast.	Purpose	To	clearly	communicate	ideas.	To	connect	with	other	speakers	and	convey	ideas	and	emotions.	Scope	Strictly	used	in	business	and	official	communication.	Varied	usage	across	spoken	and	written	forms,	including	books,	letters,	songs,	etc.	​Knowing	when	to	use	what
kind	of	English	Both	business	and	general	English	are	used	under	starkly	different	contexts	and	to	serve	different	purposes.	This	gives	rise	to	many	structural	and	functional	differences	between	the	two.	For	instance,	the	primary	purpose	of	business	English	is	to	allow	businesses	to	communicate	clearly	with	each	other	and	their	customers.	That	is
why	sentence	structures	in	this	form	of	English	are	minimalistic	and	goals-based.	However,	while	this	style	of	communication	is	ideal	for	businesses,	it	doesn’t	work	as	well	in	day-to-day	life.	Business	English	is	too	formal	to	be	used	in	everyday	conversation.	General	English,	on	the	other	hand,	has	elements	like	sarcasm	and	irony	that	can	add	humor
and	cultural	depth	to	a	conversation.	It	also	helps	non-native	speakers	engage	listeners	better	and	connect	with	them	through	a	shared	familiarity	with	terms	and	phrases	usually	used	by	native	speakers.	Non-native	English	speakers	must	be	well	versed	in	both	forms	of	English	to	be	able	to	hold	a	conversation	in	any	setting,	formal	or	otherwise.	If
you	need	help	negotiating	the	finer	nuances	of	English,	Immigo	is	your	trusted	partner.	You	can	learn	to	speak	more	naturally	by	taking	our	classes	at	a	fraction	of	the	cost	that	most	other	businesses	charge.Browse	through	our	wide	selection	of	live	speaking	classes	specially	curated	to	help	non-native	English	speakers	like	you	become	fluent	in
English.	​	General	English	and	Business	English	are	two	distinct	varieties	of	the	English	language,	each	tailored	to	specific	contexts	and	purposes.		Let's	explore	the	key	differences	between	them	with	examples.General	English	is	used	in	everyday	life	for	communication	in	various	social,	personal,	and	casual	situations.	It	encompasses	the	language
skills	needed	for	daily	interactions,	such	as	shopping,	talking	with	friends,	or	describing	personal	experiences.	Example:	I	went	to	the	store	yesterday	and	bought	some	groceries.Business	English	is	tailored	for	professional	environments	and	communication.	It	includes	specific	vocabulary,	formal	expressions,	and	conventions	used	in	the	business
world.	Example:	We	need	to	analyze	the	market	trends	and	devise	a	strategy	to	enhance	our	company's	competitiveness.Vocabulary	and	TerminologyGeneral	English	uses	a	broad	range	of	vocabulary	suitable	for	diverse	topics	and	casual	conversations.	Example:	I	really	enjoyed	the	movie	we	watched	last	night.	The	plot	was	so	very
interesting.Business	English	involves	industry-specific	vocabulary,	jargon,	and	formal	expressions	relevant	to	the	business	context.	Example:	We	need	to	conduct	a	cost-benefit	analysis	before	implementing	the	new	project.General	English	allows	for	a	more	relaxed	and	informal	tone.	Conversations	can	include	slang,	colloquialisms,	and	a	variety	of
expressions.	Example:	Hey,	how's	it	going?	Did	you	watch	the	game	last	night?Business	English	requires	a	more	formal	tone	and	style.	Communication	is	often	structured,	precise,	and	adheres	to	professional	etiquette.	Example:	Dear	Mr.	Smith,	I	am	writing	to	inquire	about	the	status	of	our	recent	proposal	submission.General	English	follows
standard	grammar	rules	but	may	be	more	lenient	in	casual	conversations.	Sentence	structures	can	vary	widely.	Example:	I	don't	know	where	my	keys	are.	Have	you	seen	them?Business	English	demands	adherence	to	formal	grammar	and	structure.	Clarity	and	precision	are	essential.	Example:	The	quarterly	report,	which	outlines	our	financial
performance,	will	be	presented	during	the	board	meeting	on	Monday.General	English	focuses	on	everyday	communication	skills,	including	listening,	speaking,	reading,	and	writing	for	various	purposes.	Example:	Chatting	with	a	friend	about	weekend	plans.Business	English	emphasizes	professional	communication	skills,	including	effective	writing,
formal	presentations,	negotiation,	and	networking.	Example:	Drafting	a	proposal	for	a	client	or	delivering	a	business	presentation.In	summary,	while	both	General	English	and	Business	English	share	the	same	fundamental	grammar	and	vocabulary,	they	differ	in	terms	of	purpose,	context,	tone,	and	the	specific	skills	required.	Business	English	is	a
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can	learn	Spanish,	French,	Mandarin	Chinese,	German,	Japanese,	English,	Italian,	Russian,	Korean,	and	Portuguese.	For	English,	we	provide	versions	tailored	to	Spanish,	Japanese,	Korean,	Portuguese,	Chinese,	Italian,	and	Russian	speakers.	This	helps	learners	study	English	with	content	that	matches	their	native	language,	making	learning	easier	and
more	effective.	NewEduSynch	named	Top	200	EdTech	Companies	in	North	AmericaLearn	more...	In	today’s	globalized	world,	English	has	become	a	crucial	tool	for	communication.	However,	not	all	English	is	the	same.	There	is	a	distinct	difference	between	Business	English	and	General	English,	and	understanding	these	differences	can	help	learners
choose	the	right	spoken	English	classes	or	English	speaking	course	to	meet	their	needs.	Whether	you’re	looking	for	English	courses	near	me	to	improve	everyday	conversations	or	enhance	your	professional	communication,	knowing	what	sets	these	two	types	of	English	apart	is	essential.	Let’s	dive	into	the	key	differences	between	Business	English	and
General	English	and	explore	which	one	might	be	the	best	fit	for	you.	What	is	General	English?	General	English,	also	known	as	conversational	English,	is	the	language	used	in	daily	life,	social	interactions,	and	casual	conversations.	It	focuses	on:	Everyday	vocabulary	and	phrases	Grammar	and	sentence	structure	Listening	and	speaking	skills	for
informal	situations	Reading	and	writing	for	general	purposes	People	learning	General	English	usually	aim	to	improve	their	fluency	in	speaking	and	understanding	the	language	for	travel,	social	interactions,	or	basic	communication.	Many	spoken	English	classes	focus	on	General	English	to	help	learners	become	comfortable	in	everyday	situations.	Key
Features	of	General	English:	Conversational	Focus	–	Used	for	chatting	with	friends,	ordering	food,	or	traveling.	Informal	Vocabulary	–	Words	and	phrases	that	are	commonly	spoken	in	casual	settings.	Simple	Sentence	Structures	–	Less	emphasis	on	complex	grammar.	General	Listening	and	Speaking	Skills	–	Helps	in	understanding	different	accents
and	daily	conversations.	What	is	Business	English?	Business	English	is	a	specialized	form	of	English	used	in	professional	and	corporate	settings.	It	focuses	on:	Formal	vocabulary	and	phrases	Writing	professional	emails,	reports,	and	proposals	Negotiation	and	presentation	skills	Business-related	listening	and	speaking	skills	For	professionals	or
students	looking	for	English	courses	near	me	to	improve	their	career	prospects,	Business	English	is	an	essential	skill.	Many	companies	and	employers	expect	employees	to	have	strong	business	communication	skills,	making	Business	English	courses	a	valuable	investment.	Key	Features	of	Business	English:	Formal	and	Professional	Communication	–
Used	in	meetings,	emails,	and	corporate	discussions.	Business-Specific	Vocabulary	–	Terms	related	to	finance,	marketing,	sales,	and	management.	Structured	Writing	Skills	–	Professional	emails,	reports,	and	contracts.	Advanced	Speaking	and	Listening	Skills	–	Public	speaking,	negotiations,	and	client	interactions.	The	Main	Differences	Between
Business	English	and	General	English	1.	Purpose	and	Usage	General	English	is	used	for	social	and	everyday	interactions.	Business	English	is	used	in	professional	environments,	such	as	offices,	conferences,	and	corporate	meetings.	2.	Vocabulary	and	Terminology	General	English	includes	words	used	in	daily	life	(e.g.,	“How’s	the	weather?”	or	“Let’s
grab	a	coffee”).	Business	English	uses	industry-specific	terms	(e.g.,	“Let’s	discuss	the	quarterly	revenue	report”	or	“We	need	to	optimize	our	marketing	strategy”).	3.	Grammar	and	Sentence	Structure	General	English	tends	to	have	simpler	sentence	structures.	Business	English	follows	formal	grammar	rules,	with	more	complex	and	structured
sentences.	4.	Speaking	and	Listening	Skills	General	English	focuses	on	casual	conversations	and	different	accents.	Business	English	requires	clear,	concise,	and	professional	communication.	5.	Writing	Skills	General	English	includes	informal	writing	like	texting	and	social	media	posts.	Business	English	requires	professional	writing	skills	for	emails,
reports,	and	presentations.	Which	One	Should	You	Learn?	The	choice	between	Business	English	and	General	English	depends	on	your	personal	and	professional	goals.	If	you	want	to	improve	your	fluency	for	travel,	making	friends,	or	socializing,	then	General	English	is	the	right	choice.	If	you	are	a	professional	looking	to	enhance	your	career,	write
business	emails,	give	presentations,	or	negotiate	deals,	then	Business	English	is	the	way	to	go.	For	those	seeking	spoken	English	classes	that	offer	both,	it	is	beneficial	to	find	a	program	that	provides	a	balance	of	General	and	Business	English	to	develop	well-rounded	communication	skills.	How	to	Learn	Business	and	General	English	Effectively	Enroll
in	an	English	Speaking	Course	–	Many	online	and	offline	English	courses	near	me	offer	specialized	Business	English	and	General	English	programs.	Practice	Regularly	–	Engage	in	conversations,	watch	English	movies,	and	listen	to	English	podcasts.	Read	Business	and	General	Content	–	Read	newspapers,	business	magazines,	and	novels	to	improve
vocabulary.	Join	Spoken	English	Classes	–	Group	discussions	and	interactive	sessions	help	in	better	learning.	Improve	Writing	Skills	–	Practice	writing	emails,	reports,	and	casual	texts.	Conclusion	Understanding	the	difference	between	Business	English	and	General	English	is	crucial	in	choosing	the	right	learning	path.	Whether	you	are	looking	for
spoken	English	classes,	an	English	speaking	course,	or	English	courses	near	me,	selecting	the	right	type	of	English	training	can	significantly	impact	your	personal	and	professional	growth.	If	you	aim	to	enhance	your	social	skills,	General	English	is	ideal.	However,	if	career	advancement	is	your	goal,	then	mastering	Business	English	is	a	smart
investment.	Either	way,	consistent	practice	and	the	right	guidance	will	help	you	achieve	fluency	and	confidence	in	English	communication.	Looking	to	improve	your	English	skills?	Check	out	Genesis	Language	School	for	high-quality	spoken	English	classes	tailored	to	your	needs!	Are	you	wondering	about	the	reasons	why	you	should	learn	Business
English?	Here	are	seven	excellent	reasons.	“The	limits	of	my	language	are	the	limits	of	my	world.”	–	Ludwig	Wittgenstein	How	will	we	work	in	20	years?	Research	gives	us	an	idea	about	which	forces	will	change	the	way	we	work:	Increased	business	automation:	Artificial	Intelligence	(AI),	robotics,	and	machine	learningMore	flexible	work	options,
including	freelancing	and	remote	workA	rise	in	virtual	communicationLess	focus	on	job	roles,	more	focus	on	skills	However,	many	trends	come	and	go.	The	truth	is,	we	don’t	know	what	the	future	of	work	will	look	like	exactly.	Which	skill	will	likely	stay	in	demand?	English	communication	skills.	*Note:	This	article	may	contain	affiliate	links,	which
means	we	may	receive	a	small	commission,	at	no	cost	to	you,	if	you	make	a	purchase	through	a	link.	In	a	survey	by	Kaplan,	98%	of	people	think	learning	a	language	can	help	their	career.	And	they	are	right.	Learning	a	language	means	more	opportunities.	But	English,	especially,	is	a	good	choice.	Professionals	worldwide	use	Business	English	for
international	communication.	Four	main	areas	require	business	English	skills:	compelling	communicationeffective	collaborationefficient	operationsstrategic	clarity	Therefore,	Business	English	skills	will	help	you	with	your	career.	Read	more:	What	is	Business	English?	But	when	we	are	learning	English	for	work,	it	often	feels	like	we	are	behind.
Learning	a	language	is	hard.	It	is	often	frustrating.	Yet,	everyone	makes	mistakes.	Even	native	speakers	often	make	mistakes.	You	are	brave	for	making	the	effort	to	learn	a	new	language.	Learning	Business	English	might	be	the	most	important	thing	you	can	do	for	your	career.	How	can	you	learn	English	successfully?	Find	an	enjoyable	process	that
works	for	you.	What	are	the	reasons	why	should	you	learn	Business	English?	Here	are	seven	excellent	reasons	for	continuing	on	this	English	learning	journey.	English	is	currently	the	most	useful	language.	It	is	the	international	language.	Additionally,	within	companies,	English	is	more	and	more	chosen	as	the	common	language.	More	and	more
companies	worldwide	are	using	English	as	their	official	language.	Some	companies	hire	employees	specifically	for	their	language	skills	As	careers	become	increasingly	globalized,	knowing	a	foreign	language	can	present	many	new	opportunities,	make	professionals	more	competitive,	and	advance	careers.	English	is	the	language	of	global	business
because	of	global	competitive	pressure,	the	global	increase	in	outsourcing,	remote	work,	and	increasing	collaboration	between	companies	worldwide.	Wherever	you	go,	English	will	be	useful.	It	doesn’t	matter	whether	you	make	mistakes.	Everybody	will	make	mistakes.	What	is	important	is	that	you	can	communicate	in	today’s	increasingly	connected
world.	Did	you	know	that	1/4	of	the	world	population	knows	at	least	some	English?	“The	fastest-spreading	language	in	human	history,	English	is	spoken	at	a	useful	level	by	some	1.75	billion	people	worldwide.”–	Harvard	Business	Review:	Global	Business	Speaks	English	English	is	the	most	connected	language	in	the	world.	If	you	know	English,	you	will
meet	people	and	create	connections	with	people	all	over	the	world.	Read	more:	Small	Talk	in	English	–	How	to	Start	a	Conversation	in	English	in	Business	Situations	Not	only	are	English	skills	useful	for	business	connections,	they	also	help	you	do	your	daily	tasks	better.	In	fact,	surprisingly,	employers	worldwide	say	that	reading	skills	in	English	are
most	valuable.	Do	these	problems	sound	familiar?	How	do	I	write	a	correct	email	to	my	colleague	or	business	partner	abroad?What	do	I	say	when	I	talk	on	the	phone	with	an	important	client?I	would	love	to	understand	this	book	about	Design	Thinking,	but	I	really	don’t.How	can	I	give	a	presentation	at	the	next	industry	event?I	don’t	really	understand
what	my	colleagues	said	in	the	project	meeting.	Business	English	skills	help	you	with	any	task	that	involves	reading,	writing,	speaking,	or	listening.	Read	more:	What	is	Business	English?	English	is	the	#1	language	in	business,	research,	and	technology.	Therefore,	if	you	want	to	learn	anything	new,	you	will	find	information	in	English.	English	will	help
you	understand	and	learn	new	information.	Learning	new	skills	is	an	important	part	of	your	personal	and	professional	development.	Languages,	especially	English,	give	you	access	to	knowledge	and	education.	You	can	read	books	in	English	to	learn	something	new	or	find	free	information	on	the	Internet.	Whatever	you	want	to	learn,	language	–
especially	English	–	is	your	key	to	unlock	knowledge.	Read	more:	The	Best	Books	for	Business	English	Learners	Business	English	is	used	by	native	and	non-native	English	speakers	around	the	world.	Better	English	skills	make	teamwork	more	effective.	English	writing	and	speaking	skills	improve	communication	with	co-workers	and	clients	from	other
countries.	Therefore,	English	skills	make	it	easier	to	include	more	people	with	different	backgrounds.	However,	it’s	not	just	the	language	skills	that	are	relevant.	In	addition	to	language	skills,	we	also	need	to	develop	a	global	mindset.	Among	countries	and	regions,	there	are	vast	cultural	differences.	These	differences	range	from	different	tastes	to
labor	laws	and	customs.	This	is	what	we	call	global	competence	or	business	etiquette.	Whether	you	work	with	people	in	Costa	Rica	or	Pakistan,	these	rules	and	behaviors	vary	dramatically.	How	do	you	say	hello	and	greet	people	in	different	countries?What	is	a	formal	meeting	like	in	Japan?Is	small	talk	essential	in	Germany?Do	you	call	business
partners	by	their	first	name	or	surname	in	Spain?	Hence,	when	we	do	business	internationally,	we	need	to	know	these	business	customs.	“Leaders	with	a	strong	stock	of	Global	Mindset	know	about	cultures	and	political	and	economic	systems	in	other	countries	and	understand	how	their	global	industry	works.	They	are	passionate	about	diversity	and
are	willing	to	push	themselves,	[they	are]	comfortable	with	being	uncomfortable	in	uncomfortable	environments,	[they	are]	also	better	able	to	build	trusting	relationships	with	people	who	are	different	from	them	by	showing	respect	and	empathy	and	by	being	good	listeners.”–	Mansour	Javidan,	Bringing	the	Bringing	the	Global	Mindset	to	Leadership,
Harvard	Business	Review	Learning	Business	English	helps	you	deal	effectively	with	clients,	business	partners,	network,	and	colleagues	with	different	cultural	backgrounds.	Read	more:	Essential	Business	Customs	Around	the	World	–	What	You	Need	to	Know	Languages	bring	opportunities.	You	will	probably	learn	something	new,	meet	new	people,
travel,	or	simply	go	to	unknown	places	because	of	your	English	skills.	As	a	result,	you	will	come	up	with	new	ideas.	Given	that	English	is	the	most	published	language	on	the	Internet,	you	can	access	all	this	information	and	use	it	for	innovation.	New	ideas	are	valuable	for	companies	–	to	produce	knowledge,	direction,	and	innovation.	Your	English	skills
might	help	you	solve	a	problem.	Maybe	you	will	come	out	with	a	new	technology,	product,	or	process	within	or	outside	of	the	company.	Who	knows	what	opportunities	are	waiting	for	you.	Business	English	skills	might	lead	to	financial	benefits,	as	well.	Did	you	know	that	if	you	speak	a	second	or	third	language	you	can	earn	5-20%	more	on	average	than
monolinguals?	To	be	a	global	leader,	you	need	to	have	good	English	skills.	You	can	take	on	new	tasks	and	responsibilities:	talk	to	more	clientsvisit	business	partners	in	foreign	countriestake	a	class	to	get	a	certificateexpand	the	business	If	you	own	or	manage	a	business,	your	English	skills	will	help	your	firm	perform	better	in	more	countries.	The
possibilities	are	endless.	Consequently,	you	might	earn	more	and	advance	your	career.	Read	more:	What	is	Business	English?	So,	what	are	the	reasons	why	should	you	learn	Business	English?	Most	international	firms	use	English	as	a	common	language.	But	Business	English	includes	global	competence,	as	well.	Cross-cultural	communication	prepares
professionals	for	success	in	a	globalized	world.	To	summarize,	you	have	many	good	reasons	why	you	should	learn	Business	English.	Your	English	skills	will	bring	you	more	opportunities	and	connections.	English	helps	you	in	all	aspects	of	business:	communicatecollaborateoperatelearninnovate	Happy	learning!	It's	common	for	English	students	to
separate	the	language	into	two	major	categories:	business	English	and	regular	English.	Put	another	way,	the	English	that	is	mostly	used	in	professional	situations,	and	the	English	people	speak	in	their	normal	lives	outside	of	work.	There	isn't	as	big	of	a	difference	between	the	two	as	many	students	think.	After	all,	the	grammar	and	sentence	structure
are	basically	the	same.	However,	there	are	some	differences,	mostly	in	word	choice	and	expressions	for	particular	situations.	To	help	you	understand	how	and	when	to	use	both,	this	article	will	look	at	each	type	in	detail.	Basically,	using	more	informal	language	creates	less	of	a	separation	between	you	and	the	person	you	are	speaking	with.	Using
formal	phrases	sounds	unnatural	when	speaking	to	family	or	close	friends,	whether	in	person	or	through	texts	and	emails.	Some	languages,	such	as	Japanese	and	Korean,	have	clear	rules	about	levels	of	politeness	when	speaking	to	elders	and	people	with	a	high	rank.	While	English	has	both	formal	and	informal	ways	to	say	things,	the	difference
between	them	is	much	less	strict	compared	to	these	other	languages.	Formal	English	basically	has	the	following	characteristics:	Fewer	contractions	No	slang	Polite	expressions	Generally	longer	words	and	expressions	Informal	English	is	characterized	by	the	following	things:	Many	abbreviations	and	contractions	Usage	of	slang	Shorter,	more	casual
expressions	More	idioms	More	backchanneling	Let's	take	a	closer	look	at	what	separates	these	two	types.		As	we	mentioned	above,	the	use	of	contractions	is	a	big	difference	between	the	two	styles.	Though	very	common	in	casual	English,	abbreviations	are	often	avoided	in	more	formal	communication.	In	the	list	below,	the	informal	contractions	are	on
the	left,	and	the	more	formal	versions	are	on	the	right.	I'll	>	I	will	we'll	>	we	will	don't	>	do	not	wanna	>	want	to	gonna	>	going	to	gotta	>	got	to	hafta	>	have	to	Actually,	the	first	three	examples	on	this	list	are	usually	OK	even	when	speaking	professionally.	However,	abbreviations	such	as	"wanna"	and	"hafta"	should	definitely	not	be	used	in	formal
situations.	Using	or	not	using	slang	and	casual	expressions	is	a	big	way	to	change	your	style	of	speech	in	English.	Look	at	the	different	ways	to	greet	someone	in	the	following	examples.	Formal:	How	are	you?	Informal:	What's	up?	/	How's	it	going?	Similarly,	there	are	various	ways	to	respond	to	requests	or	to	confirm	information.	Formal:	I	see.	/	I
understand.	/	Understood.	Informal:	Got	it.	/	Roger.*	*This	expression	comes	from	the	US	military,	which	uses	special	words	to	represent	individual	letters	in	radio	communication.	"Roger"	represents	the	letter	"R,"	which	itself	is	short	for	"received,"	as	in	"Message	received"	or	"I	understand."	If	you	have	to	refuse	an	invitation	or	give	someone	bad
news,	you	have	these	options:	Formal:	I'm	afraid	that~	/	I'm	sorry,	but~	/	Unfortunately~	Informal:	Sorry,	but~	When	making	requests,	the	situation	and	person	you	are	speaking	to	should	determine	which	level	you	use.	For	example,	"Can	you~"	is	not	bad	in	business	situations,	but	"Would	you~"	is	better.	Formal:	Would	it	be	possible	for	you	to~?	/
Would	you	be	able	to~?	Informal:	Can	you~	?	/	Could	you~?	Next,	let's	look	at	ways	to	thank	someone.	Formal:	Thank	you	very	much.	/	I	appreciate	it.	Informal:	Thanks.	/	Cheers.	(British	English)	Listed	below	are	regular	adverbs	and	conjunctions	on	the	left	and	their	more	formal	versions	on	the	right.	The	regular	words	are	not	necessary	to	use	for
business;	it	is	fine	to	use	"so"	and	"but"	whether	you're	communicating	with	close	friends	or	with	your	boss.	However,	if	you	are	writing	a	business	document	or	an	academic	paper,	the	higher-level	words	can	make	your	work	sound	more	professional.	so	>	therefore	but	>	however	maybe	>	perhaps	/	possibly	There	are	many	more	words	like	this	that
have	informal	and	formal	versions.	InformalFormala	lot	ofnumerouscanable	to	/	capable	ofcome	in	/	go	inentergetobtainhouseresidenceleave	outomitlook	likeresemblepoint	outindicatespeak	toaddress	Depending	on	the	situation	in	which	they	are	used,	some	words	have	completely	different	meanings.	These	words	are	called	"homonyms."	Daily
conversationBusinessmitigaterelieve	painreduce	risksquarter$0.25	(1/4	of	a	dollar)3	months	(1/4	of	a	year)conceivebecome	pregnantthink	of,	get	an	ideaabstract[adjective]	existing	as	an	idea[noun]	outline,	summary	Sometimes	meanings	can	also	change	depending	on	the	type	of	industry	a	company	is	in,	so	it's	a	good	idea	to	learn	the	specific	words
used	in	your	business.	Writing	numbers	in	letters	is	rare	in	everyday	English.	However,	you	can	often	see	this	in	business	English,	especially	on	formal	documents,	contracts	and	checks.		47,000,580	>	forty-seven	million	five	hundred	eighty	Instead	of	totally	different	grammar	and	vocabulary,	the	differences	between	formal	and	casual	English	mostly
come	from	small	changes	and	careful	word	choices.	So	for	readers	who	are	wondering	which	one	to	study,	you	may	need	to	change	the	way	you	think	about	it.		Each	industry	will	have	unique	words	and	expressions,	but	in	general,	there	is	no	"business	English,"	only	English	that	is	more	polite.	And	since	there	will	always	be	times	when	politeness	is
appropriate,	it's	important	to	learn	the	different	ways	you	can	express	the	same	ideas.	Learning	both	styles	will	prepare	you	to	speak	confidently	no	matter	what	situation	you	are	in.	For	more	useful	tips,	check	out	this	collection	of	articles	on	business	English	basics.	Welcome,	English	learners!	Today,	let's	embark	on	an	exciting	journey	into	the	realm
of	English	language	and	delve	into	the	fascinating	differences	between	Business	English	and	General	English.	Whether	you're	just	starting	your	language	learning	adventure	or	seeking	to	improve	your	skills,	understanding	these	two	aspects	of	English	will	undoubtedly	enrich	your	linguistic	proficiency.	1.	Understanding	Everyday	EnglishLet's	start
with	the	basics	–	General	English,	also	known	as	everyday	English.	This	is	the	language	you	use	in	your	daily	life,	whether	you're	chatting	with	friends,	writing	a	text	message,	or	ordering	your	favorite	meal	at	a	restaurant.	It's	the	friendly,	informal	language	that	helps	you	connect	with	people	on	a	personal	level.	Casual	Conversations:	Imagine	you're
meeting	a	friend	for	coffee.	You	might	say,	"Hey,	how's	it	going?"	or	"What	have	you	been	up	to	lately?"	These	are	examples	of	everyday	phrases	that	make	up	General	English.	Informal	Writing:	When	you	send	a	text	message	or	write	a	post	on	social	media,	you're	using	General	English.	You	might	use	emojis	,	abbreviations	like	"lol"	or	"btw,"	and
relaxed	language	to	express	yourself.	2.	Navigating	the	Professional	LandscapeBusiness	English	is	like	a	special	code	used	in	professional	settings,	such	as	offices,	meetings,	and	emails.	It's	more	formal	and	structured	than	General	English	because	it's	designed	to	help	you	communicate	effectively	in	the	business	world.	Professional	Settings:	Picture
yourself	in	a	meeting	at	work.	You	might	say,	"Good	morning,	everyone.	Let's	get	started,"	or	"I'd	like	to	propose	a	new	idea	for	our	next	project."	These	are	examples	of	phrases	commonly	used	in	Business	English.	Clarity	and	Precision:	In	business,	it's	crucial	to	be	clear	and	precise	in	your	communication.	You	want	to	make	sure	everyone
understands	what	you're	saying,	whether	you're	giving	a	presentation,	writing	a	report,	or	negotiating	a	deal.See	also:	Master	Business	English:	Essential	Tips	3.	Bridging	the	Gap:	Bringing	it	All	TogetherNow,	you	might	be	wondering,	"How	do	I	switch	between	General	English	and	Business	English?"	The	good	news	is,	it's	easier	than	you	think!
While	they	may	seem	different,	there's	actually	a	lot	of	overlap	between	the	two.	Common	Ground:	Many	words	and	phrases	used	in	General	English	are	also	used	in	Business	English.	For	example,	words	like	"meeting,"	"presentation,"	and	"email"	are	common	in	both	contexts.	By	building	on	what	you	already	know	in	General	English,	you	can	quickly
adapt	to	Business	English.	Learning	Tools:	There	are	plenty	of	resources	available	to	help	you	improve	your	English	skills,	whether	you're	focusing	on	General	English	or	Business	English.	From	language	learning	apps	and	websites	to	online	courses	and	textbooks,	you	have	access	to	a	wealth	of	information	to	support	your	journey.4.	Differences
between	words:Let's	delve	into	some	of	the	key	differences	between	words	used	in	General	English	and	those	used	in	Business	English:1.	General	English	Words:Greetings	and	Casual	Language:Examples:	"Hi",	"Hello",	"How	are	you?",	"What's	up?",	"Nice	to	meet	you",	"Take	care",	"See	you	later"Everyday	Activities:Examples:	"Eat",	"Sleep",	"Work",
"Play",	"Watch",	"Listen",	"Read",	"Exercise"Emotions	and	Feelings:Examples:	"Happy",	"Sad",	"Excited",	"Nervous",	"Angry",	"Surprised",	"Bored",	"Calm"Informal	Communication:Examples:	"Text",	"Chat",	"Conversation",	"Message",	"Social	media",	"Casual	talk",	"Small	talk"Casual	Expressions:Examples:	"Cool",	"Awesome",	"Wow",	"Oops",	"Yikes",
"Chill",	"No	worries",	"Just	kidding"2.	Business	English	Words:Professional	Greetings:Examples:	"Good	morning",	"Good	afternoon",	"Good	evening",	"Hello	everyone",	"Nice	to	meet	you",	"Pleased	to	meet	you"Business	Terminology:Examples:	"Meeting",	"Presentation",	"Report",	"Email",	"Negotiation",	"Proposal",	"Project",	"Deadline"Formal
Communication:Examples:	"Formal	letter",	"Professional	email",	"Official	communication",	"Corporate	correspondence",	"Business	conversation"Professional	Skills:Examples:	"Leadership",	"Management",	"Communication",	"Teamwork",	"Problem-solving",	"Decision-making",	"Time	management",	"Adaptability"Corporate	Expressions:Examples:
"Thank	you	for	your	cooperation",	"Please	find	attached",	"Looking	forward	to	hearing	from	you",	"Best	regards",	"Yours	sincerely",	"Kind	regards",	"Warm	regards"Bridging	the	Gap:While	the	words	used	in	General	English	and	Business	English	may	seem	distinct,	it's	important	to	recognize	that	they're	not	mutually	exclusive.	Many	words	and
expressions	overlap	between	the	two	domains,	and	mastering	both	can	enhance	your	communication	skills	in	various	contexts.	By	understanding	the	differences	and	similarities,	you	can	effectively	navigate	personal	and	professional	interactions	with	confidence	and	clarity.Now,	let's	transition	to	a	different	world	–	the	world	of	Business	English.	5.
Let's	Practice!To	reinforce	what	we've	learned,	let's	do	a	quick	exercise	together.	I'll	provide	a	sentence,	and	you	can	decide	whether	it	belongs	in	General	English	or	Business	English:	"Hey,	how's	it	going?"	"What	are	you	doing	this	weekend?"	"I'd	like	to	schedule	a	meeting	to	discuss	our	upcoming	project."	"Please	find	attached	the	latest	sales
report."Practical	scenario:Now,	let's	try	to	bridge	the	gap	between	General	English	and	Business	English	by	using	a	combination	of	both	in	a	practical	scenario:Scenario	1:	Planning	a	Casual	Business	MeetingGeneral	English:	"Hey	everyone,	hope	you're	all	doing	well!	Let's	schedule	a	quick	catch-up	over	coffee	to	discuss	our	upcoming	project.	How
about	next	Wednesday	morning?"Business	English:	"Good	morning	team,	I	hope	this	message	finds	you	well.	I'd	like	to	propose	a	meeting	to	review	the	details	of	our	upcoming	project.	Please	let	me	know	your	availability	for	a	brief	discussion	over	coffee	next	Wednesday	morning.	Looking	forward	to	our	productive	conversation!"Scenario	2:	Planning
a	Team	LunchGeneral	English:	"Hey	team,	who's	up	for	grabbing	lunch	together	this	Friday?	I	heard	there's	a	new	burger	joint	that	just	opened	downtown!"Business	English:	"Good	afternoon,	team.	As	part	of	our	team-building	efforts,	I'd	like	to	organize	a	lunch	outing	this	Friday.	Please	let	me	know	your	availability	and	dietary	preferences,	and	we'll
make	reservations	accordingly.	Looking	forward	to	some	quality	time	together	outside	of	the	office!"Scenario	3:	Requesting	Feedback	on	a	PresentationGeneral	English:	"Hey,	could	you	take	a	look	at	my	presentation	and	let	me	know	what	you	think?	I'm	not	sure	if	it's	hitting	the	mark."Business	English:	"Good	morning,	I	hope	you're	doing	well.	I
would	appreciate	it	if	you	could	review	the	attached	presentation	and	provide	your	feedback.	I'm	aiming	to	ensure	that	it	aligns	with	our	objectives	and	effectively	communicates	our	key	points.	Thank	you	for	your	assistance."Scenario	4:	Arranging	a	Casual	Meeting	with	a	ClientGeneral	English:	"Hi	there!	I	was	thinking	we	could	meet	up	for	coffee
sometime	this	week	to	chat	about	the	project.	Let	me	know	if	you're	available!"Business	English:	"Hello	[Client's	Name],	I	trust	you're	doing	well.	I'd	like	to	schedule	a	meeting	to	discuss	the	progress	of	the	project	and	address	any	questions	or	concerns	you	may	have.	Please	let	me	know	your	availability,	and	we'll	coordinate	a	suitable	time	to	meet.
Thank	you	for	your	time	and	cooperation."Scenario	5:	Informing	Colleagues	about	a	Change	in	Office	PolicyGeneral	English:	"Hey	everyone,	just	a	heads	up	–	starting	next	week,	we'll	be	implementing	a	new	policy	regarding	office	hours."Business	English:	"Good	afternoon,	team.	I	wanted	to	inform	you	of	an	upcoming	change	in	our	office	policy
regarding	working	hours.	Effective	next	week,	we	will	be	adjusting	our	schedule	to	better	accommodate	our	clients'	needs.	I	will	be	sending	out	detailed	guidelines	shortly.	Thank	you	for	your	understanding	and	cooperation."Scenario	6:	Requesting	Assistance	with	a	Project	DeadlineGeneral	English:	"Hey,	I	could	really	use	your	help	with	this	project.
The	deadline	is	coming	up,	and	I'm	feeling	a	bit	overwhelmed."Business	English:	"Good	morning,	I	hope	this	message	finds	you	well.	I'm	reaching	out	to	request	your	assistance	with	meeting	the	upcoming	deadline	for	the	project.	Your	expertise	and	support	would	be	greatly	appreciated	in	ensuring	its	successful	completion.	Please	let	me	know	if
you're	available	to	lend	a	hand.	Thank	you	for	your	collaboration."	By	blending	elements	of	General	English	with	the	professionalism	of	Business	English,	you	can	effectively	communicate	in	various	settings,	whether	casual	or	formal.	Practice	incorporating	both	styles	to	become	a	versatile	communicator!By	practicing	exercises	like	these,	you'll
become	more	comfortable	and	confident	in	both	General	English	and	Business	English.	6.	ConclusionAs	we	wrap	up	our	discussion,	remember	that	learning	English	is	a	journey,	not	a	destination.	Whether	you're	using	General	English	to	connect	with	friends	or	mastering	Business	English	to	excel	in	your	career,	every	step	you	take	brings	you	closer	to
your	goals.	So	keep	practicing,	keep	learning,	and	most	importantly,	enjoy	the	process!	With	dedication	and	determination,	you'll	unlock	the	doors	to	a	world	of	opportunities	through	the	power	of	English	language	proficiency.	Happy	learning!	“The	real	test	is	not	whether	you	avoid	this	failure	because	you	won’t.	It’s	whether	you	let	it	harden	or
shame	you	into	inaction,	or	whether	you	learn	from	it;	whether	you	choose	to	persevere.”	–	Barack	Obama.You’ve	likely	heard	the	term	“Business	English”	several	times,	and	each	time	you’ve	probably	wondered,	what	makes	Business	English	so	different	from	general,	regular	English?There	are	two	main	aspects	to	Business	English,	vocabulary	and
tone.	It	typically	includes	the	kind	of	vocabulary	vital	for	trade,	negotiations,	and	commerce.	It	helps	individuals	pick	up	the	vocabulary	they	need	for	business	meetings,	correspondence,	executive	summaries,	sales	presentations,	and	more.Individuals	with	a	solid	understanding	of	Business	English	can	confidently	participate	in	business	meetings,
write	business	letters,	draft	executive	summaries,	give	sales	presentations,	and	more.Whatever	your	reason	for	improving	your	learning,	implement	these	tips	for	just	15	minutes	every	day,	and	you’ll	notice	improvements	to	your	business	English	fast.1-	Read	English	language	newspapers	and	business	websitesRead	English	language	newspapers	and
business	websitesLook	at	sites	like	the	BBC	Business	News	and	Business	Week	to	keep	you	up	to	speed	with	the	latest	stories,	as	well	as	a	business	language.	As	well	as	helping	you	improve	your	business	English,	reading	English	language	newspapers	also	motivates	you,	as	you	get	an	insight	into	what’s	going	on	in	the	rest	of	the	world	and	it	can	be
an	entertaining	and	exciting	way	to	learn.	You	don’t	need	to	stick	to	the	business	section;	you	can	also	find	out	what’s	going	on	in	the	world	of	art,	fashion	and	politics.If	you	don’t	understand	any	words	or	phrases,	take	notes,	research	them	yourself,	or	ask	your	teacher.2-	Watch	English	language	movies	and	TV	showsTV	shows	and	movies	are	a	great
way	to	learn	conversational	English	and	informal	slang	terms,	but	they	can	also	help	with	business	English	when	you	choose	the	right	shows	and	films.	Stick	to	movies	that	have	a	business,	financial	or	political	theme,	and	you’ll	soon	pick	up	some	genuinely	helpful	business	language.If	you	immerse	yourself	in	the	English	language	and	get	used	to
hearing	it	and	listening	to	it	daily,	you’re	sure	to	improve.	Tuning	in	to	English	language	TV	shows	isn’t	just	entertaining;	it’s	a	challenging	way	to	stimulate	your	language	skills,	introducing	you	to	lots	of	new	words	and	phrases	that	you	can	add	to	your	vocabulary	and	familiarising	yourself	with	a	range	of	accents.3-	Set	specific	goalsTry	setting
yourself	an	easy	target,	like	learning	five	words	a	day.	It	may	sound	small,	but	after	a	month,	that’s	more	than	100	new	words	in	your	vocabulary.Setting	yourself	goals	that	are	achievable	will	not	only	help	you	to	learn	more	quickly,	but	it’ll	also	help	you	to	stay	motivated.Learn	words	in	‘families.’	If	you	learn	the	verb	suggest,	learn	its	related	noun
suggestion	simultaneously.	This	process	is	easier	and	faster.4-	Learn	aloudWhen	you’re	doing	exercises	alone	at	home,	always	speak	English	aloud.	You	might	feel	a	little	self-conscious	at	first,	but	don’t	let	this	put	you	off,	as	this	step	really	will	help	you	learn	more	quickly.	By	connecting	the	muscles	of	your	face	to	the	information	in	your	head,	your
brain	learns	to	speak	the	correct	words	without	thinking,	improving	your	fluency	and	pronunciation.	You	need	to	practice	the	act	of	speaking	as	well	as	understanding	the	grammar	rules,	so	don’t	be	afraid	–	speak	out	loud	as	often	as	you	can.If	you	have	any	English-speaking	friends,	encourage	them	to	chat	with	you	in	English	at	least	once	a	week.
Practice	whenever	you	have	the	chance,	don’t	be	scared	of	making	mistakes,	and	don’t	worry	too	much	about	getting	it	perfect	the	first	time.	We	learn	much	more	from	doing	than	from	reading	and	listening.You	can	also	join	a	supportive	learning	community,	where	teachers	help	students	overcome	barriers	that	inevitably	arise	along	the	way,	and
classmates	provide	a	friendly	push	to	practice	your	English.WEEKLY	VOCABULARY	Fluently:	with	an	ability	to	express	oneself	easily	and	articulately.Global	business:	a	corporate	or	economic	activity	that	takes	place	across	different	countries.Perspective:	a	particular	way	of	thinking	about	something,	especially	one	that	is	influenced	by	your	beliefs	or
experiences.Familiarise:	give	(someone)	knowledge	or	understanding	of	something.Inaction:	failure	to	do	anything	that	might	provide	a	solution	to	a	problem.PHRASAL	VERBS	✍–	To	get	aheadMeaning:	to	be	successful	in	your	career	or	life;	to	make	more	progress	than	others.Sentence	example:	“You	need	to	make	lots	of	connections	to	get	ahead	in
this	industry.”–	Zero	in	onMeaning:	to	direct	all	of	one’s	attention	to	someone	or	something.Sentence	example:	“We’ve	tried	a	lot	of	strategies,	but	we	need	to	zero	in	on	what’s	actually	working.”IDIOMS	Corner	the	market:	to	dominate	a	particular	market.Take	the	bull	by	the	horns:	to	directly	confront	a	difficult	situation	in	a	brave	and	determined
way.WEEKLY	DISCUSSION	in	our	FREE	Speaking	Club:1-	What	is	your	English	level?	Are	you	comfortable	with	it?2-	Is	there	any	funny	story	of	you,	or	people	around	you,	caused	by	a	language	misunderstanding?3-	If	you	were	an	expert	at	imitating	English	accents,	which	one	would	you	choose	for	an	international	presentation,	American,	British,
Australian,	Canadian,	etc.?4-	Have	you	used	social	media	to	learn	English?	Tell	me	about	your	experience.5-	What	do	you	think	is	the	advantage	and	disadvantage	of	using	English	in	a	global	business?6-	Based	on	your	own	experience	learning	English,	what	is	your	advice	for	someone	starting	an	e-learning	business	for	English	lessons?7-	In	your	mind,
is	it	possible	to	be	a	part	of	a	culture	without	knowing	the	language?8-	Except	for	English,	which	language	is	the	most	useful	professionally?	Why?9-	Are	you	on	the	list	of	people	who	can	read	and	write	English	but	can’t	speak	fluently?10-	In	your	experience,	what	do	non-native	English	speakers	find	challenging	to	learn	about	business	English?Related
Articles:Business	Buzzwords	The	difference	between	business	English	courses	and	general	English	courses	primarily	relates	to	the	focus	of	their	course	content.	They	might	also	have	unique	course	structures	or	language	use	goals	for	the	end	of	the	course.For	example,	in	a	general	English	course	on	a	lesson	on	the	Present	Simple	verb	tense,	you
might	be	asked	to	discuss	your	hobbies	or	daily	home	routines.	In	a	business	English	course,	however,	you	might	be	asked	to	speak	about	your	job	duties	and	daily	work	tasks	and	other	topics	shaped	to	fit	a	business	context.As	a	course	goal	for	the	end	of	a	business	English	course,	you	could	be	required	to	give	a	final	presentation	on	a	business	topic
you're	knowledgeable	about.	In	a	general	English	course,	you	might	be	asked	to	just	speak	about	a	random	topic	for	a	certain	required	amount	of	time.	What	is	business	English?	Business	English	refers	to	the	type	of	English	used	in	professional	environments.	This	includes	the	common	business	vocabulary	you	would	learn	in	business-focused	classes
in	university.Think	of	words	in	your	language	that	you	would	only	use	at	work	and	would	almost	never	use	while	out	to	eat	with	your	friends.For	example,	at	dinner	with	a	friend,	you	might	ask,	"What	are	you	going	to	get?"	but	in	a	meeting	with	a	potential	client,	you	might	ask,	"What	required	specifications	do	you	have	in	mind?".What	is	a	business
English	course?A	business	English	course,	therefore,	will	focus	on	improving	your	English	language	skills	to	communicate	successfully	in	an	English-speaking	company	or	in	international	business	situations.	"I'm	afraid	of	using	the	wrong	word	and	seeming	unprofessional	or	incompetent."	"I	find	it	frustrating	when	I'm	speaking	with	a	client	and	I	can't
think	of	the	right	word	to	say.	It	feels	like	my	vocabulary	is	holding	me	back	and	preventing	me	from	expressing	myself	fully."Above	are	the	types	of	things	you	will	hear	from	professionals	in	the	business	world	who	are	motivated	to	follow	a	business	English	course.In	a	business	English	course,	you	will	usually	learn	various	topics,	ranging	from
business	vocabulary	and	idioms	to	cultural	differences.You	will	also	go	in-depth	into	more	topics	in	a	professional	context,	such	as	writing	business	emails,	writing	reports,	giving	presentations,	negotiating,	and	how	to	speak	in	business	meetings.Some	courses	(like	ours)	may	also	include	role-playing	activities	that	give	you	the	chance	to	practice	using
your	business	English	skills	in	realistic	business	scenarios.	Benefits	of	business	English	courses	Taking	a	business	English	course	can	help	improve	your	career	in	many	ways.	The	most	important	is	confidence.	Speaking	confidenceTo	be	completely	honest,	I've	taught	some	students	in	the	past	who	didn't	actually	improve	their	English	skills
dramatically.	But	the	truth	is,	their	English	was	already	better	than	they	thought	it	was	at	the	beginning	of	the	course.	They	just	needed	a	boost	of	confidence.	I'm	not	talking	about	flattery	or	compliments.	I	mean	the	type	of	confidence	that	comes	with	knowing	you	have	the	ability	to	do	something.	It's	much	easier	to	speak	English	in	business
meetings	or	when	you	have	been	speaking	English	consistently	in	an	English	course	and	getting	more	comfortable	with	it.This	consistent	speaking	will	help	you	speak	more	fluently	and	help	you	feel	more	confident	when	you	speak	English	at	work.Improve	your	vocabulary	for	the	business	worldWhen	you	find	yourself	facing	the	problem	of	searching
for	words	in	English,	the	solution	to	the	problem	doesn't	require	rocket	science:	you	just	need	to	learn	more	words!By	learning	the	specific	vocabulary	words	you	need	every	day	at	your	job,	you	won't	have	to	stop	and	think	about	which	word	to	say	next.But	to	get	to	that	point,	you'll	need	to	learn	the	words	you	don't	currently	know.	If	you	take	a
business	English	course,	they	will	expose	you	to	new	words,	teach	you	their	meanings,	and	give	you	the	chance	to	practice	speaking	them.If	you	study	on	your	own,	you'll	have	to	find	your	own	ways	to	expose	yourself	to	new	business	vocabulary	and	teach	yourself	its	meanings.The	difference	in	business	English	vocabularyBusiness	English	vocabulary
is	much	more	like	what	you	would	learn	in	a	business	course	in	university	rather	than	the	general	English	words	you	would	learn	in	a	general	English	course.You'll	end	up	learning	a	lot	about	the	business	world	in	general	if	you	take	a	business	English	course	that	was	designed	by	people	who	are	business	professionals	themselves.	This	can	help	you
far	and	above	how	a	general	course	would	because	you're	not	only	learning	English,	but	you're	learning	about	topics	that	will	help	you	in	your	career	as	well.Learning	about	specialized	business	topicsTopics	like	salary	or	deal	negotiation,	asking	for	a	raise,	giving	presentations,	sales	meetings,	marketing,	finance,	design,	customer	service,	and	various
business	sectors;	there's	really	no	limit	to	the	topics	that	could	be	covered.I	once	had	a	business	English	student	in	one	of	my	courses	tell	me	he	thought	my	course	was	"like	a	mini	MBA!".	You	can	always	ask	what	topics	will	be	covered	in	a	course	before	you	take	it	to	see	if	it	will	cover	topics	that	will	either	help	you	advance	your	career	or	your
personal	development.Your	time	is	too	precious	to	ever	waste	time	on	something	that's	not	going	to	help	you	improve	core	skills	or	make	progress	toward	your	professional	goals.	What	is	a	general	English	course?	A	general	English	course	is	similar	to	a	business	English	course,	but	it	won't	cover	things	related	to	business	settings	or	business
vocabulary	as	much.	Many	people	who	want	to	improve	their	English	language	skills	aren't	necessarily	interested	in	business	topics.	They	might	want	to	improve	their	English	in	order	to	get	a	better	job,	but	that	doesn't	mean	the	skills	they	need	to	improve	are	business	related.	For	people	like	this,	a	general	English	course	is	perfectly	beneficial.A
general	English	course	will	help	you	improve	your	English	skills	overall.	If	you	find	yourself	making	mistakes	with	the	verb	tenses,	structuring	your	sentences	incorrectly	in	speaking	or	writing,	or	consistently	searching	for	vocabulary	words,	all	of	these	can	be	helped	with	a	course.Benefits	of	general	English	coursesBy	taking	a	general	English	course,
you	can	study	not	only	your	basic	grammar	and	vocabulary	but	also	more	advanced	topics	like	conditional	verb	tenses	and	advanced	writing	styles.	It	all	depends	on	the	focus	you	want	and	the	level	of	course	you	take.You	can	learn	proper	English	grammar	that	will	help	you	improve	your	writing	and	speaking,	things	like	intonation	that	will	help	you
sound	more	like	a	native	speaker,	as	well	as	expand	your	vocabulary	and	learn	the	best	ways	to	sound	natural	using	the	new	words	you	learn.You	will	be	able	to	better	communicate	in	international	environments,	making	things	like	traveling	abroad	much	easier,	as	well	as	understanding	English	easier	when	it's	spoken	to	you.	English	courses	vs.
independent	studyYou	could	always	try	to	learn	English	on	your	own,	but	the	benefit	of	learning	in	a	course	is	that	the	course	will	be	structured	in	a	way	that	has	been	shown	to	be	effective	in	helping	you	improve.	A	course	can	also	keep	you	on	schedule	and	help	prevent	you	from	procrastinating	and	letting	your	learning	journey	get	derailed.The
focus	of	general	English	vocabularyGeneral	English	courses	will	focus	on	the	everyday	language	you	need	when	using	the	English	language.	Lower-level	courses	will	focus	on	basic	vocabulary,	trying	to	start	with	the	basic	knowledge	you	need	to	build	a	proper	foundation	for	learning	English	going	forward.	More	advanced	courses	will	try	and	teach
you	more	complex	vocabulary.	One	of	the	best	things	about	English	is	also	the	worst:	you	can	say	things	in	many	different	ways.	While	this	is	great	when	you	want	to	use	the	English	language	for	writing	persuasive	or	entertaining	text,	it	sure	does	make	it	more	difficult	to	learn.Advanced	courses	will	focus	on	this	while	also	covering	things	like	Latin
roots	and	context	reading,	aiming	to	give	you	the	skills	to	understand	words	you	might	not	know	but	can	decipher	using	these	tools.	Why	might	someone	choose	a	general	English	course?	If	you	want	to	learn	skills	like	explaining	your	ideas	more	thoroughly	or	communicating	your	ideas	in	a	more	advanced	way	in	English,	a	general	English	course
could	work	perfectly	for	you.Whether	you're	a	doctor,	an	attorney,	or	an	architect,	almost	anyone	can	benefit	from	a	general	English	course	when	it	comes	to	taking	your	ability	to	use	the	English	language	to	a	new	level.Why	might	someone	take	a	business	English	course?If	you're	someone	whose	job	is	deeply	rooted	in	the	business	world	and	you
almost	exclusively	use	your	English	skills	for	business	purposes,	a	business	English	course	could	be	an	even	better	option	for	you.	The	business	context	of	the	lessons	or	the	opportunities	for	professional	growth	that	come	with	these	types	of	courses	could	be	better	suited	for	your	professional	situation	or	goals.	Do	you	need	a	business	English	course?
Depending	on	your	learning	style	and	your	individual	needs,	either	of	these	two	types	of	courses	could	be	beneficial	for	you.	Now	that	you're	at	the	end	of	this	post,	hopefully,	you	not	only	understand	the	difference	between	business	English	courses	and	general	English	courses,	but	you	can	also	decide	which	of	our	online	English	courses	is	the	best
option	for	you.If	you're	looking	for	a	business	English	course,	we	have	an	incredible	one	for	you	here,	and	if	you're	sold	on	a	general	English	course	for	your	situation,	check	out	our	general	Advanced	English	course	here.	Part	of	English	for	specific	purposes	Business	English	is	a	part	of	English	for	specific	purposes	and	can	be	considered	a	specialism
within	English	language	learning	and	teaching	or	a	variant	of	international	English.	Many	non-native	English	speakers	study	the	subject	with	the	goal	of	doing	business	with	English-speaking	countries	or	with	companies	located	outside	the	English-speaking	world	but	which	nonetheless	use	English	as	a	shared	language	or	lingua	franca.	Much	of	the
English	communication	that	takes	place	within	business	circles	all	over	the	world	occurs	between	non-native	speakers.	In	cases	such	as	these,	the	object	of	the	exercise	is	efficient	and	effective	communication.[1]	The	strict	rules	of	grammar	are	sometimes	ignored	in	such	cases	when,	for	example,	a	stressed	negotiator's	only	goal	is	to	reach	an
agreement	as	quickly	as	possible.	(See	linguist	Braj	Kachru's	theory	of	the	"expanding	circle".)	Business	English	means	different	things	to	different	people	and	is	used	differently	in	different	organization	according	their	own	needs	and	services.	For	some,	it	focuses	on	vocabulary	and	topics	used	in	the	worlds	of	business,	trade,	finance,	and
international	relations.	For	others,	it	refers	to	the	communication	skills	used	in	the	workplace	and	focuses	on	the	language	and	skills	needed	for	typical	business	communication	such	as	presentations,	negotiations,	meetings,	small	talk,	socializing,	correspondence,	report	writing,	and	a	systematic	approach.	In	both	of	these	cases,	it	can	be	taught	to
native	speakers	of	English,	for	example,	high	school	students	preparing	to	enter	the	job	market.	One	can	also	study	it	at	a	college	or	university.	Institutes	around	the	world	have	courses	or	modules	in	BE	available,	which	can	lead	to	a	degree	in	the	subject.[2]	International	Association	of	Teachers	of	English	as	a	Foreign	Language	^	"English	Grammar
Lesson	-	Polite	Business	English!	-	ELC".	ELC	-	English	Language	Center.	2017-07-11.	Retrieved	2017-11-21.	^	International	Business	English	(Non-native	Speakers)	-	BA	(Hons)	-	Anglia	Ruskin	University	Business	English	at	Wikipedia's	sister	projects	Definitions	from	WiktionaryMedia	from	CommonsNews	from	WikinewsQuotations	from
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