
	

https://puzawurexatut.gonujovux.com/307227018598470057308672231184734118492853?vojifepadifoxazukikozilovemadevemudetorisin=fupetunotoberavaforozufabunuwadugiteborosaximalukizofonebepipefixebuvavafaxurawodepiziruzuwidufifadefosilitafebasixutatexisagavekavapapitabajigukirutalowojopabizogemaguvepevifafogivisiwezawipuzumokuresigerevon&utm_kwd=what+is+the+difference+between+probation+parole+and+pardon&fiwosapevibomavopizozirifabagozedowobivodabopakuzolitazulujozumixapitom=xonafinojodawolewowejipevizogojakaximuvejunobamarusafufujovapedamerelomavasojovonafakaxipubovibujanoloresijepiximowuzejexoxazutemeva
































If	you	have	been	arrested,	charged,	or	accused	of	committing	a	crime,	do	not	delay!	You	need	to	get	a	tough	and	aggressive	defense	attorney	behind	you	as	soon	as	possible.	Damascus	Road	Law	Group	can	provide	the	zealous	and	strategic	representation	you	need.We	can	handle	the	following	types	of	cases:With	Attorney	Alexander	Berry,	a	Colorado
Springs	criminal	defense	lawyer,	you	can	face	tough	charges	with	confidence.	He	knows	firsthand	what	it	is	like	to	be	wrongfully	accused	by	law	enforcement.	He	dedicates	his	practice	to	ensuring	that	clients'	rights	are	fully	upheld.	At	this	firm,	you	can	find	the	insightful	counsel	you	need	and	the	successful	advocacy	you	deserve	for	any	type	of
charge.What	is	a	Defense	Attorney?A	criminal	defense	attorney	is	a	lawyer	who	specializes	in	defending	individuals	and	companies	accused	of	criminal	activity.	Lawyers	represent	their	clients	in	court,	provide	legal	advice,	and	help	secure	a	favorable	result	in	their	case.Criminal	defense	lawyers	can	handle	a	variety	of	cases,	from	misdemeanors	to
felonies,	but	typically	focus	on	specific	types	of	crimes	such	as	DUI/DWI,	drug	offenses,	white	collar	crimes,	violent	crimes,	etc.	They	use	their	knowledge	of	criminal	law	to	build	defenses	for	their	clients	and	negotiate	plea	bargains	or	try	to	obtain	a	not-guilty	verdict	at	trial.These	attorneys	may	also	challenge	evidence	presented	by	prosecutors	or
call	witnesses	to	testify	on	behalf	of	their	clients.	In	some	cases,	they	may	even	work	with	experts	in	fields	such	as	forensics	or	psychiatry	in	order	to	help	strengthen	a	clients	case.	Ultimately,	criminal	defense	lawyers	are	dedicated	to	protecting	the	rights	and	freedom	of	their	clients	in	court.No	matter	what	crime	you	may	be	accused	of,	it	is
important	to	have	legal	representation	from	a	skilled	and	experienced	criminal	defense	attorney.	An	attorney	can	provide	invaluable	assistance	throughout	each	step	of	the	process	and	help	ensure	that	your	rights	are	protected	every	step	of	the	way.	They	will	work	with	you	to	develop	an	effective	strategy	for	your	case	and	make	sure	that	all	aspects
of	your	defense	are	properly	handled	in	order	to	achieve	the	best	outcome	possible	for	you.	With	a	qualified	lawyer	on	your	side,	you	can	be	confident	knowing	that	your	case	is	in	good	hands.Understanding	Criminal	Defense	Charges	in	Colorado	SpringsIn	Colorado	Springs,	facing	a	criminal	defense	charge	can	be	a	daunting	experience,	especially
with	the	potential	for	severe	penalties,	including	lengthy	prison	sentences	and	hefty	fines.	The	local	law	enforcement	agencies,	including	the	Colorado	Springs	Police	Department	and	the	El	Paso	County	Sheriff's	Office,	are	vigilant	in	their	efforts	to	enforce	the	law,	which	can	lead	to	increased	scrutiny	and	harsh	consequences	for	those	accused	of
criminal	offenses.Residents	of	Colorado	Springs	often	express	concerns	about	the	impact	of	a	criminal	conviction	on	their	personal	and	professional	lives.	A	conviction	can	result	in	loss	of	employment,	difficulties	in	securing	housing,	and	challenges	in	obtaining	insurance.	Additionally,	the	emotional	toll	of	navigating	the	legal	system	can	be
overwhelming.	Understanding	these	pain	points,	our	team	at	Damascus	Road	Law	Group	is	committed	to	providing	compassionate	and	strategic	legal	support	tailored	to	the	unique	challenges	faced	by	our	community.Local	resources,	such	as	the	Colorado	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles,	offer	information	on	the	repercussions	of	certain	charges,
including	license	suspensions	and	reinstatement	processes.	However,	navigating	these	complexities	can	be	confusing	without	proper	legal	guidance.	Our	firm	can	help	you	understand	your	rights	and	options.Whether	you	are	a	long-time	resident	or	new	to	the	area,	we	recognize	the	importance	of	having	a	knowledgeable	advocate	by	your	side.
Attorney	Alexander	Berry	is	dedicated	to	defending	your	rights	and	working	tirelessly	to	pursue	a	favorable	outcome	for	your	criminal	defense	case.	With	a	deep	understanding	of	the	local	legal	landscape,	we	are	prepared	to	fight	for	your	future.Damascus	Road	Law	Group	Provides	You	With:A	trial	winning	attorneyPersonalized	attention	and
supportDedicated	legal	advocacyInsight	from	a	former	government	lawyerWhatever	criminal	charge	you	face,	your	freedom	and	future	are	on	the	line.	You	urgently	need	knowledgeable	counsel	and	powerhouse	defense.	Attorney	Berry	is	prepared	to	review	your	case	in	a	free,	completely	confidential	consultation.	Don't	hesitate	to	learn	how	you	can
assert	your	legal	rights.If	you	have	been	arrested,	contact	the	firm	to	discuss	your	options	in	a	free	evaluation!If	you	find	yourself	facing	charges	in	Colorado	Springs,	it	is	crucial	to	act	quickly.	First,	seek	legal	representation	from	a	knowledgeable	criminal	defense	attorney.	They	can	help	you	navigate	the	legal	system,	explain	your	rights,	and	develop
a	strong	defense	strategy	tailored	to	your	situation.	The	consequences	of	a	conviction	can	be	severe	and	having	an	experienced	attorney	by	your	side	can	significantly	impact	the	outcome	of	your	case.	A	seasoned	lawyer	can	work	to	advocate	for	your	rights	and	pursue	a	favorable	outcome.Scheduling	a	consultation	with	a	criminal	defense	attorney	at
Damascus	Road	Law	Group	is	straightforward.	You	can	reach	out	by	calling	(719)	354-2052	or	sending	us	an	online	message.	During	your	initial	consultation,	you	will	have	the	opportunity	to	discuss	the	specifics	of	your	case	in	a	confidential	setting.	This	meeting	is	crucial	for	understanding	your	legal	options	and	the	potential	strategies	for	your
defense.	We	offer	free	consultations,	allowing	you	to	explore	your	options	without	any	financial	commitment.	Dont	hesitate	to	take	this	important	step	toward	protecting	your	rights.100%(1)100%	found	this	document	useful	(1	vote)5K	views2	pagesProbation	is	a	sentence	ordered	by	a	judge	that	allows	a	convicted	person	to	live	in	the	community
instead	of	jail	for	a	specified	period	under	supervision.	Parole	is	the	conditional	early	rAI-enhanced	title	and	descriptionSaveSave	What	is	the	Difference	Between	Probation	For	Later100%100%	found	this	document	useful,	undefined100%(1)100%	found	this	document	useful	(1	vote)5K	views2	pagesProbation	is	a	sentence	ordered	by	a	judge	that
allows	a	convicted	person	to	live	in	the	community	instead	of	jail	for	a	specified	period	under	supervision.	Parole	is	the	conditional	early	release	of	a	prisoner	after	serving	part	of	their	sentence,	allowing	them	to	live	in	the	community	under	parole	supervision.	Pardon	means	full	forgiveness	from	legal	consequences	of	a	crime	granted	by	a	governor	or
President.100%(1)100%	found	this	document	useful	(1	vote)5K	views2	pagesProbation	is	a	sentence	ordered	by	a	judge	that	allows	a	convicted	person	to	live	in	the	community	instead	of	jail	for	a	specified	period	under	supervision.	Parole	is	the	conditional	early	rAI-enhanced	title	and	description	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium
or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in
any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others
from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as
publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	These	three	terms	can	become	confusing	if	you	are	otherwise	untrained	in	criminal	law.	In	what	follows,	our	Fresno	criminal	defense	attorney	explains	the	difference	between	these	terms	so	you	can	be	informed	in	the	unfortunate	event	you	are	arrested	for	a	crime.	Probation	and
parole	are	similar	in	that	they	are	both	alternatives	to	jail	time.	Probation	is	offered	before	and	usually	instead	of	jail	time,	whereas	parole	is	an	early	release	from	jail	or	prison.	For	both	situations,	the	convicted	is	supervised	and	expected	to	abide	by	certain	rules,	one	of	them	being	an	expectation	to	submit	to	warrantless	searches	without	probable
cause.Both	parole	and	probation	have	the	goal	of	having	the	defendant	breaking	their	bad	habits	which	caused	them	to	violate	the	law	in	the	first	place	and	both	have	a	pervasive	element	of	rehabilitation	on	the	one	hand,	and	protecting	the	community	on	the	other.Parole	also	serves	to	try	and	reintegrate	the	defendant	back	into	society.	The
conditions	the	defendant	is	asked	to	observe	can	depend	in	large	part	on	the	nature	of	their	charges.	Someone	convicted	of	child	molestation	for	instance	can	be	ordered	to	maintain	a	certain	distance	from	parks	or	playgrounds	where	children	are	playing.A	key	difference	between	the	two	is	that	defendants	on	probation	are	still	under	the	courts
jurisdiction	and	changes	to	the	conditions	of	probation	must	come	from	a	court	order.	Parole	conditions,	rather,	are	established	by	a	parole	board.What	about	pardons?Pardons	are	a	grant	of	forgiveness	for	those	convicted	from	the	state	governor,	as	if	the	defendant	had	never	been	convicted	of	the	crime.	Most	of	those	who	apply	for	a	pardon	in
California	have	finished	serving	their	sentence	for	several	years	and	wish	to	restore	their	civil	rights	by	means	of	having	their	crime	pardoned.	Such	rights	include	serving	on	a	jury,	the	right	to	own	a	firearm,	relief	from	the	duty	to	register	as	a	sex	offender,	and	the	right	to	get	a	job	as	a	probation	officer.Applicants	for	a	pardon	need	to	show	that	they
have	been	fully	rehabilitated	and	granting	a	pardon	is	at	the	governors	discretion.If	you	do	get	charged	with	a	criminal	offense,	call	the	Law	Office	of	Gerald	Schwab,	Jr.	today!	Enjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished
thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow	ondemand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate
color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to
your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow	ondemand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,
and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow	ondemand.Watch	NowWhen	it	comes	to	determining	the	differences	between	probation,	parole,	and	pardon,	it	is	important	to	understand	the
unique	roles	of	each	term.	First,	probation	and	parole	are	much	more	similar	to	each	other	than	pardon	are.	While	both	probation	and	parole	are	used	as	an	alternative	to	jail	or	prison	time,	pardons	are	given	by	higher	government	powers	in	order	to	wipe	an	offenders	record	clean	and	free	them	from	any	remaining	penalties.	Though	a	pardon	does
have	the	power	to	free	an	offender	from	jail	time,	it	goes	a	step	further	by	clearing	their	name	and	criminal	record,	essentially	freeing	them	from	any	mark	of	their	crime.What	is	the	Difference	Between	Probation	and	Parole?In	many	cases,	the	main	difference	betweenprobation	and	parole	is	that	probationis	used	prior	to	or	instead	of	incarceration,
which	means	the	offender	will	simply	spend	time	on	probation	right	away,	rather	than	going	to	jail	at	all.	On	the	other	hand,	parole	is	the	conditional	release	of	inmates	prior	to	completing	their	sentence.	Therefore,	parole	is	grantedafter	an	offender	has	serveda	certain	percentage	of	their	prison	sentence.Though	they	may	spend	a	short	sentence
(such	as	a	day	or	two)	in	jail,	their	main	punishment	will	be	served	through	probation.	When	a	person	is	on	probation,	they	must	adhere	to	certain	provisions	and	terms	or	else	they	will	have	to	face	the	alternative	of	incarceration.	If	you	have	been	accused	of	violating	your	probation,	our	experiencedprobation	violation	attorneyat	Damascus	Road	Law
Groupis	ready	to	help.These	can	include	the	following	types	of	terms:	Performing	community	serviceEnrolling	in	a	rehabilitative	programPaying	restitution	to	a	victimTaking	frequent	drug	testsChecking	in	with	a	probation	officerMaintaining	a	curfewProbation	is	given	directly	by	the	court,	while	parole	is	given	by	the	parole	board	after	an	offender
has	served	a	minimum	sentence	in	jail.	Parole	is	often	given	to	individuals	who	have	been	on	good	behavior	and	are	deemed	safe	to	regenerate	into	society.	The	terms	involved	in	parole	can	be	very	similar	to	the	terms	of	probation.	If	a	person	on	parole	does	not	follow	the	specific	terms,	they	could	be	required	to	go	back	to	jail	or	prison.	The	point	of
both	parole	and	probation	is	to	help	an	offender	break	and	avoid	habits	that	could	lead	to	future	crimes.What	is	the	Purpose	of	a	Pardon?Pardons	are	focused	on	helping	individuals	clear	their	names	from	their	alleged	crimes,	not	just	rehabilitate	or	merge	back	into	society.	It	is	typically	granted	by	higher	government	powers,	including	the	president
or	local	governor.	These	powers	must	decide	whether	or	not	they	believe	pardoning	the	offender	will	be	in	the	publics	best	interests.	A	pardon	will	essentially	wipe	a	criminals	record	clean	and	cancel	any	further	penalties	they	are	facing,	allowing	them	to	immediately	rejoin	society	with	no	criminal	past.Have	more	questions	about	the	alternatives	to
incarceration?	Reach	out	to	Damascus	Road	Law	Group	to	discuss	your	legal	concerns.	The	difference	between	parole	and	probation	might	appear	to	be	a	bit	confusing	initially.	However,	it	is	really	important	to	grasp	it	if	you	or	someone	you	know	is	dealing	with	the	criminal	justice	system.	Parole	and	probation	are	methods	that	allow	a	person	to
continue	living	outside	of	jail	or	prison	although	they	are	executed	differently	and	at	different	stages	of	the	legal	process.	In	this	article,	I	will	explain	both	terms	using	clear,	simple	words	so	that	even	someone	without	any	legal	background	can	understand.	Youll	learn	what	parole	is,	what	probation	is,	and	how	theyre	different	from	each	other
(hopefully!).	Oh,	apart	from	explaining,	I	will	also	give	real-life	examples	and	help	you	figure	out	which	one	is	better	depending	on	the	situation.	So,	if	that	is	what	you	want	to	know,	keep	on	reading	till	the	end	Parole	means	letting	a	person	out	of	prison	early,	but	under	strict	rules.	The	person	has	already	served	part	of	their	sentence	behind	bars,
and	the	law	gives	them	a	second	chance	to	live	outside	if	they	follow	certain	conditions.	Think	of	it	like	being	grounded	at	home	but	being	allowed	to	go	outside	only	if	you	behave	and	follow	the	house	rules.	Parole	is	not	freedom.	Its	like	a	test.	The	person	must	prove	that	they	can	live	in	society	without	causing	problems	again.	If	they	break	the	rules,
they	might	go	back	to	prison.	Here	are	the	basic	parts	(or	elements)	of	parole:	Prison	Release:	The	person	has	already	served	time	in	prison.	Parole	Board	Approval:	A	special	group	of	people	decides	if	the	person	is	ready	to	be	released.	Supervision:	The	person	is	watched	by	a	parole	officer.	Conditions:	They	must	follow	rules	like	checking	in
regularly,	not	committing	new	crimes,	and	possibly	attending	counseling	or	getting	a	job.	Just	picture	Joe	being	a	dude	locked	up	for	five	years	because	of	a	robbery.	After	serving	three	years,	Joe	turns	out	to	be	a	very	good	guy	in	prison.	He	basically	proves	that	he	wants	to	be	a	changed	man.	The	parole	board	looks	over	his	file	and	says,	Listen,	Joe,
you	are	allowed	to	come	out	now,	but	only	if	you	agree	to	our	conditions.	At	the	moment,	Joe	is	at	home,	but	he	still	has	to	do	a	few	things,	like	meeting	his	parole	officer	once	a	week,	going	to	anger	management	classes,	and	not	getting	into	any	trouble.	If	Joe	is	not	loyal	to	any	of	these	conditions,	he	will	have	to	go	back	to	prison	to	complete	the	rest
of	his	sentence.	Probation	means	the	person	doesnt	go	to	prison	at	all.	Instead,	they	are	given	a	chance	to	stay	in	the	community,	usually	under	supervision	and	with	rules	they	must	follow.	The	judge	gives	them	probation	during	their	sentencing.	Its	a	way	to	avoid	prison	but	only	if	they	behave.	Think	of	probation	like	getting	a	warning	from	a	teacher
at	school.	Instead	of	detention,	the	teacher	says,	You	can	stay	in	class,	but	dont	mess	up	again.	Here	are	the	main	parts	of	probation:	Court-Ordered:	A	judge	decides	it	during	sentencing.	No	Prison	Time:	The	person	does	not	go	to	prison	unless	they	break	the	rules.	Supervision:	A	probation	officer	checks	on	the	person	regularly.	Rules	to	Follow:	The
person	might	need	to	do	community	service,	attend	classes,	avoid	alcohol	or	drugs,	and	more.	If	a	woman	named	Sarah	was	found	stealing	some	small	things	from	the	store	without	paying,	the	judge	may	have	decided	to	give	her	probation	for	1	year	instead	of	sending	her	to	jail.	Sarah	will	also	be	required	to	report	to	the	probation	officer	monthly
aside	from	not	going	to	the	store	and	taking	a	class	on	theft	prevention.	In	case	she	abides	by	the	rules,	she	may	be	eligible	for	a	clean	record.	On	the	contrary,	she	will	have	to	serve	a	prison	sentence	if	she	is	involved	in	another	theft	or	breaks	a	rule.	Lets	break	down	the	difference	between	parole	and	probation	into	simple	terms.	This	way,	its	easy	to
see	how	they	are	not	the	same.	Parole:	Early	release	from	prison.	You	were	in	prison	first.	Probation:	A	way	to	avoid	going	to	prison	at	all.Parole	happens	after	serving	part	of	your	time	in	prison.	Probation	happens	instead	of	prison.Parole:	You	must	show	good	behavior	in	prison,	and	the	parole	board	must	believe	youve	changed.	Probation:	The	judge
decides	if	youre	not	a	danger	to	society	and	if	youre	likely	to	follow	rules.Parolees	report	to	a	parole	officer.	Probationers	report	to	a	probation	officer.	Both	officers	do	similar	work	they	check	in	with	the	person,	make	sure	they	are	obeying	the	rules,	and	offer	help	if	needed.	Parole	helps	people	slowly	return	to	normal	life	after	prison.	Probation	helps
people	avoid	prison	and	fix	their	behavior	before	it	gets	worse.Parole	usually	lasts	for	the	rest	of	the	prison	sentence	or	for	a	set	number	of	years.	Probation	is	usually	given	for	1	to	5	years,	depending	on	the	crime	and	the	courts	decision.Breaking	parole	can	send	you	back	to	prison	to	finish	your	time.	Breaking	probation	can	also	send	you	to	prison	or
jail,	or	you	might	get	stricter	rules	added.	In	both	cases,	its	very	serious	if	the	person	breaks	the	rules.	So,	which	one	is	better	parole	or	probation?	Well,	it	depends	on	the	situation.	If	someone	has	already	been	to	jail,	parole	allows	them	to	go	back	home	earlier	and	have	a	fresh	start	but	only	if	they	have	demonstrated	good	conduct	and	thus,	earned
it.	Probation,	on	the	other	hand,	is	even	more	so	beneficial	because	it	is	a	kind	of	support	for	those	who	are	trying	to	stay	out	of	jail.	They	are	given	the	opportunity	to	live	at	home,	work,	and	be	with	their	family,	provided	they	follow	the	regulations.	In	case	if	a	criminal	issue	is	pointing	at	you	or	someone	you	love,	it	is	really	important	to	find	a	lawyer
who	will	guide	you	on	the	best	things	to	do.	Understanding	the	difference	between	parole	and	probation	may	turn	out	to	be	very	good	for	you,	as	it	would	enable	you	to	make	the	right	choices,	stay	within	the	law,	and	open	a	brighter	perspective	for	yourself.	Read	Also:	Request	a	No-Cost	Consultation	Today	A	sentence	whereby	a	convict	is	released
from	confinement	but	is	still	under	court	supervision;	a	testing	or	a	trial	period.	Probation	can	be	given	in	lieu	of	a	prison	term	or	can	suspend	a	prison	sentence	if	the	convict	has	consistently	demonstrated	good	behavior.	The	status	of	a	convicted	person	who	is	given	some	freedom	on	the	condition	that	for	a	specified	period	he	or	she	act	in	a	manner
approved	by	a	special	officer	to	whom	the	person	must	report.	An	initial	period	of	employment	during	which	a	new,	transferred,	or	promoted	employee	must	show	the	ability	to	perform	the	required	duties.	Probation	is	the	period	during	which	a	person,	"the	probationer,"	is	subject	to	critical	examination	and	evaluation.	The	word	probation	is	derived
from	probatum,	Latin	for	"the	act	of	proving."	Probation	is	a	trial	period	that	must	be	completed	before	a	person	receives	greater	benefits	or	freedom.	In	the	criminal	justice	system	probation	is	a	particular	type	of	sentence	for	criminal	defendants.	The	judicial	authority	to	order	a	sentence	of	probation	is	granted	in	statutes	on	the	federal	and	state
levels.	Generally,	probation	allows	a	convicted	defendant	to	go	free	with	a	suspended	sentence	for	a	specified	duration	during	good	behavior.	Probationers	are	placed	under	the	supervision	of	a	probation	officer	and	must	fulfill	certain	conditions.	If	the	probationer	violates	a	condition	of	probation,	the	court	may	place	additional	restrictions	on	the
probationer	or	order	the	probationer	to	serve	a	term	of	imprisonment.	A	judge	also	may	order	probation	in	addition	to	a	period	of	incarceration.	For	example,	a	sentence	might	consist	of	a	jail	term	and,	after	release,	probation	for	a	specified	period	of	months	or	years.	Probation	is	generally	reserved	for	persons	sentenced	to	short	terms	in	jail:	it	is	not
combined	with	a	long	prison	sentence.	If	a	person	is	subjected	to	supervision	after	a	stay	in	prison,	the	supervision	is	conducted	by	a	Parole	officer.	Both	probation	and	parole	involve	the	supervision	of	convicted	criminals,	but	the	systems	are	distinct.	Probation	is	ordered	by	a	judge;	parole	is	granted	by	a	parole	board.	Probation	is	an	alternative	to
prison;	parole	is	the	early	release	from	prison.	Probation	is	reserved	for	persons	convicted	of	less	serious	offenses;	parole	is	given	to	persons	convicted	of	serious	offenses.	The	concept	of	probation	in	the	Criminal	Law	was	inspired	in	the	mid-nineteenth	century	by	John	Augustus,	a	resident	of	Boston.	Augustus	encountered	a	man	about	to	be
sentenced	in	a	Boston	court	and	believed	him	to	be	capable	of	reform.	Augustus	posted	bail	for	the	man	and	succeeded	in	getting	his	sentence	reduced.	From	1841	to	1859	Massachusetts	judges	released	approximately	2000	offenders	into	Augustus's	custody	instead	of	ordering	incarceration.	In	1878	Massachusetts	enacted	the	first	probation	statute,
and	Boston	hired	its	first	probation	officer.	In	1880	the	Massachusetts	legislature	approved	the	first	statewide	hiring	of	probation	officers.	By	1925	all	states	had	laws	governing	probation	for	juveniles,	and	by	1939	approximately	39	states	were	maintaining	laws	on	probation	for	adults.	By	1967	adult	probation	was	allowed	by	statute	in	all	states.
Probation	statutes	generally	identify	the	crimes	available	for	a	sentence	of	probation,	or,	conversely,	they	identify	crimes	for	which	probation	may	not	be	ordered.	In	Alaska,	for	example,	a	court	may	not	order	probation	if	the	person	has	been	convicted	of	sexual	assault	or	if	the	person's	conviction	is	his	second	assault	or	Robbery	offense	within	the
previous	ten	years	(Alaska	Stat.	12.55.085	[1965]).	Statutes	may	also	identify	conditions	of	probation.	These	are	actions	that	a	probationer	must	do	or	refrain	from	doing	during	probation.	Though	conditions	may	be	spelled	out	in	statutes,	a	sentencing	judge	retains	wide	discretion	to	fashion	conditions	according	to	the	best	interests	of	both	the	public
and	the	defendant.	In	most	states	a	probationer	must	not	possess	a	firearm,	commit	another	offense,	or	possess	illegal	drugs	during	the	probation	period.	Probationers	must	also	report	regularly	to	a	probation	officer.	A	judge	may	place	additional	conditions	on	a	probationer.	For	example,	if	a	defendant	pleads	guilty	to	assault,	the	court	may	order	him
to	stay	a	specified	distance	away	from	the	victim	of	the	assault.	In	a	conviction	for	a	small	amount	of	marijuana	a	judge	may	order	the	defendant	to	complete	treatment	for	drug	use.	If	a	probationer	violates	any	condition	of	probation,	the	court	may	order	additional	conditions	or	impose	a	prison	sentence	that	does	not	exceed	the	maximum	term	of
imprisonment	that	could	have	been	imposed	for	the	crime.	Judges	in	state	court	generally	have	wide	discretion	in	sentencing.	In	determining	whether	to	sentence	a	defendant	to	probation,	the	court	may	consider	a	variety	of	factors,	including	the	nature	and	circumstances	of	the	offense	and	the	defendant's	criminal	history.	Probation	became	a
sentencing	option	for	federal	judges	with	the	1925	passage	of	the	Federal	Probation	Act	(18	U.S.C.A.	3651).	This	act	authorized	federal	courts	to	suspend	imposition	of	a	sentence,	or	the	execution	of	a	sentence,	in	favor	of	probation.	A	defendant	could	be	placed	on	up	to	five	years'	probation	"upon	such	terms	and	conditions	as	the	court	deemed	best"
when	the	court	was	satisfied	that	"the	ends	of	justice	and	the	best	interest	of	the	public	as	well	as	the	defendant	[would]	be	served	thereby."	Probation	as	a	criminal	sentence	was	the	product	of	a	reform	movement	in	the	criminal	justice	system	in	the	early	twentieth	century.	Part	of	this	movement	was	devoted	to	Abolition	of	determinate	sentencing	or
the	legislative	imposition	of	specific	sentences	for	specific	crimes.	The	reform	movement	fought	for	indeterminate	sentencing,	a	method	that	left	sentencing	to	the	discretion	of	the	judge	and	allowed	the	judge	to	fashion	a	sentence	according	to	the	rehabilitative	needs	of	the	criminal	defendant.	Congress	reversed	indeterminate	sentencing	in	federal
court	with	the	Sentencing	Reform	Act	of	1984	(18	U.S.C.A.	35513556).	The	act	replaced	the	Federal	Probation	Act	and	established	sentencing	guidelines	for	federal	judges,	allowing	a	judge	to	order	probation	only	if	the	offense	calls	for	a	term	of	imprisonment	of	six	months	or	less.	The	act	lists	offenses	for	which	revocation	of	probation	and	imposition
of	imprisonment	are	mandatory.	The	Sentencing	Act	also	changed	the	role	of	federal	probation	officers	in	the	federal	criminal	justice	system.	Under	the	act,	probation	officers	must	gather	and	present	evidence	on	facts	relevant	to	the	sentencing	guidelines.	This	is	a	shift	in	the	focus	of	probation	officers'	work.	Probation	officers	once	worked	to	ensure
that	the	sentence	fit	the	individual	offender,	but	subsequently	they	endeavored	to	ensure	that	the	defendant's	sentence	fits	the	offenses	charged.	In	other	words,	the	probation	officer	became	less	like	a	social	worker	intent	on	the	rehabilitation	of	the	probationer	and	more	like	an	informant	for	the	court	against	the	probationer.	Revocation	of	probation
in	federal	court	in	conjunction	with	the	federal	sentencing	guidelines	has	led	to	confusion	over	the	application	of	probation.	In	United	States	v.	Granderson,	511	U.S.	39,	114	S.	Ct.	1259,	127	L.	Ed.	2d	611	(1994),	Ralph	Stuart	Granderson	Jr.	was	convicted	of	destruction	of	mail	and	sentenced	to	five	years'	probation	and	a	fine.	While	on	probation,
Granderson	tested	positive	for	cocaine.	Under	18	U.S.C.A.	3565	(a)	(1984),	the	court	was	required	to	revoke	Granderson's	probation	"and	sentence	[him]	to	not	less	than	one-third	of	the	original	sentence."	At	the	revocation	hearing	the	government	argued	that	this	requirement	meant	a	term	of	imprisonment	not	less	than	one-third	the	probationary
period	originally	ordered	by	the	court.	The	court	agreed	and	resentenced	Granderson	to	60	months	in	prison.	Under	the	federal	sentencing	guidelines,	Granderson	could	have	been	initially	sentenced	to	a	term	of	imprisonment	between	zero	and	six	months.	Granderson	appealed,	arguing	that	"original	sentence"	did	not	mean	a	term	of	imprisonment
equal	to	the	length	of	the	probationary	sentence	imposed	but	instead	referred	to	the	prison	sentence	that	the	judge	initially	could	have	ordered.	The	U.S.	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Eleventh	Circuit	agreed	and	vacated	Granderson's	sentence	and	ordered	his	release	from	prison.	According	to	the	court	of	appeals,	it	was	"legal	alchemy"	to	convert	a	long-
term	sentence	of	conditional	liberty	into	an	equally	long	term	of	imprisonment	(United	States	v.	Granderson,	969	F.2d	980	[11th	Cir.	1992]).	The	federal	government	appealed	to	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court,	which	affirmed	the	ruling.	Further	readings	Abadinsky,	Howard.	2003.	Probation	and	Parole:	Theory	and	Practice.	8th	ed.	Upper	Saddle	River,	N.J.:
Prentice	Hall.	Bieluch,	Brian	G.	2002.	"Probation."	Georgetown	Law	Journal	90.	Bunzel,	Sharon	M.	1995.	"The	Probation	Officer	and	the	Federal	Sentencing	Guidelines:	Strange	Philosophical	Bedfellows."	Yale	Law	Journal	104.	Morris,	Norval,	and	Michael	H.	Tonry.	1990.	Between	Prison	and	Probation:	Intermediate	Punishment	in	a	Rational
Sentencing	System.	New	York:	Oxford	Univ.	Press.	Petersilia,	Joan.	2002.	Reforming	Probation	and	Parole	in	the	21st	Century.	Lanham,	Md.:	American	Correctional	Association	Rosenberg,	Nancy	Taylor.	1995.	First	Offense.	New	York:	Signet.	Smith,	Michael	George.	1995.	"The	Propriety	and	Usefulness	of	Geographical	Restrictions	Imposed	as
Conditions	of	Probation."	Baylor	Law	Review	47.	Taxman,	Faye	S.	2002.	"SupervisionExploring	the	Dimensions	of	Effectiveness."	Federal	Probation	66.	Cross-references	Parole;	Presentence	Investigation.West's	Encyclopedia	of	American	Law,	edition	2.	Copyright	2008	The	Gale	Group,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.n.	a	chance	to	remain	free	(or	serve	only	a
short	time)	given	by	a	judge	to	a	person	convicted	of	a	crime	instead	of	being	sent	to	jail	or	prison,	provided	the	person	can	be	good.	Probation	is	only	given	under	specific	court-ordered	terms,	such	as	performing	public	service	work,	staying	away	from	liquor,	paying	a	fine,	maintaining	good	behavior,	getting	mental	therapy,	and	reporting	regularly	to
a	probation	officer.	Violation	of	probation	terms	will	usually	result	in	the	person	being	sent	to	jail	for	the	normal	term.	Repeat	criminals	are	normally	not	eligible	for	probation.	Probation	is	not	the	same	as	"parole,"	which	is	freedom	under	certain	restrictions	given	to	convicts	at	the	end	of	their	imprisonment.	(See:	parole,	sentence)Copyright	1981-
2005	by	Gerald	N.	Hill	and	Kathleen	T.	Hill.	All	Right	reserved.PROBATION.	The	evidence	which	proves	a	thing.	It	is	either	by	record,	writing,	the	party's	own	oath,	or	the	testimony	of	witnesses.	Proof.	(q.v.)	It	also	signifies	the	time	of	a	novitiate;	a	trial.	Nov.	5.A	Law	Dictionary,	Adapted	to	the	Constitution	and	Laws	of	the	United	States.	By	John
Bouvier.	Published	1856.When	you	are	slammed	with	drug	possession	charges,	you	could	be	feeling	stressed	over	the	upcoming	legal	proceedings	and	possible	penalties.	During	this	critical	time,	it	is	important	to	obtain	strong	representation	from	a	Colorado	Springs	drug	crime	lawyer	who	understands	your	rights	and	can	utilize	effective	defense
strategies	to	secure	your	future.	Strong	Defense	Tactics	While	preparing	a	defense	plan,	it	is	important	to	thoroughly	review	your	case	to	ensure	your	rights	werent	violated	at	the	time	of	your	arrest.	If	an	illegal	search	and	seizure	occurred,	the	drugs	found	in	your	possession	may	not	be	used	at	trial.	Law	enforcement	may	not	search	your	vehicle	or
home	without	your	consent,	lawful	search	warrant,	or	probable	cause.	Another	defense	tactics	involves	unwitting	possession,	which	is	when	you	are	unaware	that	you	had	drugs	in	your	possession.	The	drugs	could	have	been	stashed	in	your	vehicle,	bag,	or	person	against	your	knowledge.	Your	lack	of	knowledge,	could	be	a	valid	defense	to	have	your
charges	reduced	or	dismissed	completely.	Also,	it	is	important	to	have	a	crime	lab	perform	an	analysis	of	the	substance	to	determine	if	it	was	actually	a	drug.	If	the	substance	found	in	your	possession	was	never	analyzed,	went	missing,	or	the	testing	was	inconclusive,	it	will	be	difficult	to	prosecute	you	for	drug	possession.	If	you	are	facing	drug
possession	charges,	do	not	hesitate	to	reach	out	to	Damascus	Road	Law	Group	to	speak	with	a	Colorado	Springs	drug	crime	attorney	today!	Being	charged	with	drug	trafficking	is	a	serious	offense	and	it	can	have	life-altering	consequences	if	handled	improperly.	It	is	vital	that	you	have	the	right	support	on	your	side	when	fighting	your
prosecution.Damascus	Road	Law	Group	is	equipped	to	handle	your	drug	trafficking	offense	with	personalized	services	and	aggressive	counsel.	You	need	a	Colorado	Springs	drug	crime	lawyer	in	your	corner	who	can	tackle	any	aspect	of	your	case	and	is	fully	committed	to	reaching	the	best	outcome.When	you	work	with	Attorney	Alexander	Berry,	you
get:A	complimentary	case	evaluationAffordable	payment	plansRepresentation	that	comes	from	years	of	experience	and	knowledgeClient-attorney	relationships	grounded	in	trustFacing	serious	charges?	Call	now	at	(719)	354-2052	or	contact	us	online	to	schedule	a	free	consultation	with	a	dedicated	Colorado	Springs	drug	trafficking	lawyer.	Let	us	help
you	protect	your	rights.Understanding	Drug	Trafficking	Laws	in	ColoradoDrug	trafficking	refers	to	the	illegal	transportation,	sale,	or	distribution	of	controlled	substances.	In	Colorado,	this	offense	is	governed	by	both	state	and	federal	law,	and	individuals	charged	with	drug	trafficking	may	face	criminal	charges	under	either	or	both.The	prosecution
must	prove	that	the	accused	knowingly	participated	in	the	trafficking	of	illegal	substances,	and	they	may	present	evidence	such	as	the	quantity	of	drugs	involved,	whether	or	not	money	or	goods	were	exchanged,	and	the	individuals	role	in	the	transaction.Important	Factors	Influencing	Drug	Trafficking	CasesSeveral	factors	can	play	a	significant	role	in
how	drug	trafficking	charges	are	prosecuted	in	Colorado:Drug	Type:	The	type	of	controlled	substance	involved	in	the	trafficking	charge	is	critical	in	determining	the	severity	of	the	penalty.	For	example,	trafficking	drugs	like	heroin	or	methamphetamine	typically	results	in	more	severe	penalties	compared	to	marijuana,	though	marijuana	trafficking
may	still	be	charged	as	a	serious	offense	in	certain	cases.Quantity	of	Drugs:	The	amount	of	drugs	involved	in	a	trafficking	case	significantly	impacts	the	charges	and	penalties.	Colorado	law	sets	specific	thresholds	for	different	substances,	and	trafficking	quantities	that	exceed	these	thresholds	can	result	in	more	severe	charges.	For	instance,
trafficking	over	100	grams	of	cocaine	or	methamphetamine	could	result	in	felony	charges	and	a	lengthy	prison	sentence.Location	of	the	Offense:	If	the	drug	trafficking	offense	takes	place	near	a	school,	park,	or	other	protected	area,	the	penalties	may	be	enhanced.Prior	Criminal	History:	If	the	defendant	has	a	criminal	record,	especially	one	that
includes	prior	drug	offenses,	it	can	significantly	impact	the	outcome	of	the	case.What	Are	the	Consequences	of	Drug	Trafficking	in	Colorado?Although	marijuana	was	legalized	in	Colorado	in	2012,	this	has	not	changed	the	severity	of	laws	related	to	drug	crimes,	specifically	trafficking.	While	intent	to	sell	is	taken	into	consideration,	even	the	amount	of
drugs	found	on	your	person	can	influence	your	sentence	in	a	negative	way.	This	makes	the	right	defense	team	a	necessity	for	a	positive	outcome.You	could	be	facing	severe	penalties,	such	as:Fines	starting	at	a	minimum	of	$1,000A	minimum	of	one	year	in	prisonProbationCriminal	recordThe	greater	the	amount	of	drugs	you	were	found	carrying,	the
more	serious	your	sentence	will	likely	be.	When	faced	with	the	pressure	of	the	unknown,	it	can	make	this	already	trying	time	much	worse.	Criminal	Attorney	Alexander	Berry	ensures	that	you	do	not	have	to	go	through	this	difficult	time	alone.Let	Our	Colorado	Springs	Drug	Trafficking	Attorney	Assist	YouWhatever	charges	you	are	facing	for	drug
trafficking,	call	the	firm	today!	With	several	years	of	experience,	they	will	give	you	the	counsel	and	direction	you're	looking	for.Our	skilled	Colorado	Springs	drug	trafficking	lawyer	will	investigate	the	circumstances	of	your	arrest,	review	the	evidence	against	you,	and	develop	a	defense	strategy	tailored	to	your	situation.	Whether	through	negotiations
with	the	prosecution,	filing	motions	to	suppress	evidence,	or	presenting	a	strong	defense	at	trial,	your	lawyer	will	work	tirelessly	to	protect	your	rights	and	minimize	the	impact	of	the	charges.Let	the	firm	put	your	life	back	in	the	right	direction.	Contact	us	online	or	call	(719)	354-2052	today	to	schedule	a	free	consultation.	The	main	source	of
TheFreeDictionary's	legal	dictionary	is	West's	Encyclopedia	of	American	Law,	Edition	2,	which	contains	more	than	4,000	entries	detailing	terms,	concepts,	events,	movements,	cases,	and	individuals	significant	to	United	States	law.	The	legal	dictionary	also	incorporates	The	People's	Law	Dictionary,	by	renowned	authorities	Gerald	and	Kathleen	Hill.	It
includes	definitions,	context,	and	usage	for	more	than	3,000	terms.	Regarded	by	scholars,	jurists,	leading	attorneys	and	reviewers	as	one	of	the	most	practical	works	of	its	kind,	The	People's	Law	Dictionary	is	a	comprehensive	source	of	meanings	and	use	for	thousands	of	today's	most	common	legal	terms.	It	has	gained	widespread	praise	for	its	scope
and	clarity.	Please	note	that	this	information	is	not	intended	to	be	used	in	place	of	a	visit,	consultation,	or	advice	of	a	legal	professional.	Here's	what	people	are	searching	for	right	now	in	Legal	Dictionary:	Parole	and	pardon	are	two	often-confused	terms	in	criminal	law	despite	not	having	much	to	do	with	one	another.	Parole	is	the	release	of	a	prisoner
prior	to	serving	the	entirety	of	his	or	her	sentence,	usually	with	a	set	of	restrictions	that	typically	includes	having	to	regularly	meet	with	an	officer	of	the	court,	called	a	parole	officer.	A	pardon,	on	the	other	hand,	is	a	complete	forgiveness	of	the	crime	of	which	the	party	being	pardoned	was	convicted.	Generally,	heads	of	state	grant	pardons,
depending	on	the	country	in	which	the	pardon	is	granted.	Parole	and	pardon	result	in	completely	different	situations	for	the	person	who	is	granted	either.	The	biggest	difference	between	parole	and	pardon	is	the	legal	status	of	the	subject	of	the	grant.	A	party	who	has	been	pardoned	no	longer	has	the	crime	on	his	or	her	criminal	record	and	he	or	she
is	free	and	clear	from	any	further	repercussions	or	penalties	stemming	from	the	conviction.	On	the	other	hand,	a	party	who	has	been	paroled	simply	gets	to	serve	the	remainder	of	his	or	her	sentence	outside	of	incarceration.	Technically,	he	or	she	is	still	serving	the	sentence	even	after	release	from	prison.	A	further	difference	between	parole	and
pardon	is	that	someone	who	is	paroled	still	has	his	or	her	freedom	limited	by	the	state.	Generally,	the	paroled	individual	will	have	a	laundry	list	of	restrictions	that	depend	on	the	crime	for	which	the	person	was	incarcerated.	The	parolee	may	have	to	remain	consistently	employed,	attend	anger	management,	abstain	from	illicit	drugs	and	alcohol,	stay
away	from	certain	people,	or	stay	away	from	certain	areas.	Additionally,	the	paroled	individual	usually	must	meet	regularly	with	a	parole	officer	who	is	assigned	to	him	or	her.	People	who	are	granted	pardons	are	not	subject	to	any	such	restrictions.	The	processes	by	which	someone	may	apply	for	parole	and	pardon	are	different	as	well.	A	parole	board
that	is	appointed	by	the	government	in	the	jurisdiction	in	which	the	inmate	is	seeking	parole	generally	grants	parole,	while	pardons	are	granted	by	the	various	heads	of	state	such	as	presidents	or	kings.	Furthermore,	because	the	nature	of	a	pardon	is	to	completely	eliminate	the	burden	from	the	criminals	legal	record,	pardons	are	much	less	common
than	parole.	Pardons	are	also	often	granted	posthumously	in	a	symbolic	gesture	to	acknowledge	past	wrongs	by	the	government	or	to	honor	the	memory	of	the	subject	of	the	pardon,	while	parole	serves	no	purpose	other	than	to	remove	the	inmate	from	incarceration.	MyLawQuestions	is	dedicated	to	providing	accurate	and	trustworthy	information.	We
carefully	select	reputable	sources	and	employ	a	rigorous	fact-checking	process	to	maintain	the	highest	standards.	To	learn	more	about	our	commitment	to	accuracy,	read	our	editorial	process.	Pardon	and	parole	are	both	legal	processes	that	involve	the	release	of	a	convicted	individual	from	prison,	but	they	differ	in	their	timing	and	implications.
Pardon	is	typically	granted	after	a	person	has	served	their	sentence	and	is	a	form	of	forgiveness	that	removes	the	conviction	from	their	record.	Parole,	on	the	other	hand,	is	a	conditional	release	granted	before	the	completion	of	a	sentence,	allowing	the	individual	to	serve	the	remainder	of	their	sentence	in	the	community	under	supervision.	While	both
pardon	and	parole	offer	a	form	of	release	from	incarceration,	they	serve	different	purposes	and	have	different	legal	implications.	When	it	comes	to	criminal	justice,	two	terms	that	are	often	used	interchangeably	but	have	distinct	meanings	are	pardon	and	parole.	Both	involve	the	release	of	a	convicted	individual	from	prison,	but	the	circumstances	and
implications	of	each	are	quite	different.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	attributes	of	pardon	and	parole,	highlighting	their	differences	and	similarities.DefinitionA	pardon	is	an	act	of	forgiveness	granted	by	the	government	to	a	convicted	individual,	essentially	wiping	their	criminal	record	clean.	This	means	that	the	individual	is	no	longer	considered
guilty	of	the	crime	for	which	they	were	convicted.	On	the	other	hand,	parole	is	the	supervised	release	of	a	prisoner	before	the	completion	of	their	sentence,	under	certain	conditions	set	by	a	parole	board.	While	a	pardon	erases	the	conviction,	parole	does	not.EligibilityEligibility	for	a	pardon	varies	depending	on	the	jurisdiction,	but	it	typically	involves
a	formal	application	process	that	is	reviewed	by	government	officials.	Pardons	are	usually	granted	to	individuals	who	have	demonstrated	good	behavior	and	have	completed	their	sentence.	Parole,	on	the	other	hand,	is	granted	by	a	parole	board	based	on	factors	such	as	the	nature	of	the	crime,	the	individual's	behavior	in	prison,	and	the	likelihood	of
successful	reintegration	into	society.AuthorityPardons	are	typically	granted	by	the	executive	branch	of	government,	such	as	the	president	or	governor,	depending	on	the	level	of	government.	The	decision	to	grant	a	pardon	is	usually	final	and	cannot	be	overturned.	Parole,	on	the	other	hand,	is	granted	by	a	parole	board,	which	is	a	separate	entity	from
the	executive	branch.	The	parole	board	has	the	authority	to	set	conditions	for	release	and	can	revoke	parole	if	the	individual	violates	those	conditions.Effect	on	RecordOne	of	the	key	differences	between	a	pardon	and	parole	is	the	effect	it	has	on	the	individual's	criminal	record.	A	pardon	essentially	erases	the	conviction	from	the	individual's	record,
making	it	as	if	the	crime	never	occurred.	This	can	have	significant	implications	for	the	individual's	ability	to	find	employment,	housing,	and	other	opportunities.	Parole,	on	the	other	hand,	does	not	erase	the	conviction	from	the	individual's	record.	They	are	still	considered	a	convicted	criminal,	but	are	released	from	prison	under
supervision.ConditionsWhen	a	pardon	is	granted,	there	are	typically	no	conditions	attached	to	the	individual's	release.	They	are	free	to	go	about	their	lives	without	any	restrictions.	Parole,	on	the	other	hand,	comes	with	a	set	of	conditions	that	the	individual	must	adhere	to	in	order	to	remain	out	of	prison.	These	conditions	may	include	regular	check-
ins	with	a	parole	officer,	drug	testing,	and	restrictions	on	travel	or	association	with	certain	individuals.PurposeThe	purpose	of	a	pardon	is	to	provide	a	second	chance	to	individuals	who	have	demonstrated	rehabilitation	and	remorse	for	their	actions.	It	is	a	way	for	the	government	to	acknowledge	that	the	individual	has	paid	their	debt	to	society	and
deserves	a	fresh	start.	Parole,	on	the	other	hand,	is	intended	to	facilitate	the	reintegration	of	the	individual	into	society	while	still	holding	them	accountable	for	their	actions.	It	is	a	way	to	monitor	and	support	the	individual	as	they	transition	back	into	the	community.ConclusionIn	conclusion,	while	pardon	and	parole	both	involve	the	release	of	a
convicted	individual	from	prison,	they	serve	different	purposes	and	have	different	implications.	A	pardon	wipes	the	individual's	criminal	record	clean,	while	parole	does	not.	Pardons	are	granted	by	the	executive	branch	of	government,	while	parole	is	granted	by	a	parole	board.	Understanding	the	differences	between	pardon	and	parole	is	essential	for
anyone	navigating	the	criminal	justice	system,	whether	as	a	convicted	individual	seeking	release	or	as	a	member	of	the	public	seeking	to	understand	the	process.	Comparisons	may	contain	inaccurate	information	about	people,	places,	or	facts.	Please	report	any	issues.	In	the	justice	system,	community	supervision	is	a	common	outcome	following	a
criminal	conviction.	While	the	terms	probation	and	parole	are	frequently	used	as	if	they	mean	the	same	thing,	they	are	distinct	legal	concepts.	Each	serves	a	different	purpose,	is	granted	by	a	different	authority,	and	occurs	at	a	different	stage	of	the	criminal	justice	process.	Understanding	ProbationProbation	is	a	criminal	sentence	imposed	by	a	judge
as	an	alternative	to	incarceration.	It	is	granted	for	less	severe	offenses	where	the	court	believes	the	individual	is	not	a	threat	to	society.	The	purpose	of	probation	is	to	promote	rehabilitation	while	allowing	the	person	to	remain	in	their	community.When	a	judge	orders	probation,	they	may	also	issue	a	suspended	sentence.	This	means	a	term	of
incarceration	is	determined	but	is	not	put	into	effect,	pending	the	successful	completion	of	the	probationary	period.	An	individual	on	probation	is	supervised	by	a	probation	officer	and	must	adhere	to	specific	court-ordered	conditions.	These	can	include	regular	meetings	with	the	officer,	maintaining	employment,	paying	fines	or	restitution,	undergoing
drug	testing,	and	participating	in	counseling	or	treatment	programs.The	length	of	a	probation	term	can	vary	from	a	few	months	to	several	years,	depending	on	the	offense	and	the	jurisdiction.	The	conditions	are	tailored	to	the	individuals	risks	and	needs	to	reduce	the	likelihood	of	reoffending.	Successful	completion	of	the	probation	term	results	in	the
closure	of	the	case.	Understanding	ParoleParole	is	a	conditional,	supervised	release	from	prison,	not	a	sentence	given	by	a	judge.	It	is	granted	to	an	inmate	who	has	already	served	a	portion	of	their	prison	sentence.	The	decision	to	grant	parole	rests	with	a	parole	board.	This	process	helps	an	inmate	transition	from	incarceration	back	into	society	while
serving	the	remainder	of	their	sentence	under	supervision.The	parole	process	begins	when	an	inmate	becomes	eligible	after	serving	a	minimum	portion	of	their	sentence.	The	parole	board	conducts	a	review	to	assess	the	inmates	readiness	for	release.	This	review	examines	information	about	the	original	offense,	the	inmates	behavior	while
incarcerated,	participation	in	rehabilitation	programs,	and	their	risk	management	plan	for	release.The	boards	primary	consideration	is	whether	the	individual	will	present	an	undue	risk	to	public	safety	if	released.	If	granted,	the	individual,	now	a	parolee,	is	supervised	by	a	parole	officer.	They	must	comply	with	strict	conditions,	such	as	maintaining
employment,	adhering	to	a	curfew,	and	avoiding	criminal	activity.	Key	Distinctions	Between	Parole	and	ProbationThe	most	significant	difference	between	probation	and	parole	is	their	timing.	Probation	is	imposed	by	a	judge	at	sentencing	as	an	alternative	to	incarceration.	In	contrast,	parole	is	granted	by	a	parole	board	after	an	individual	has	already
served	part	of	their	prison	sentence,	functioning	as	an	early	release	mechanism.This	distinction	in	timing	is	linked	to	the	authority	that	grants	each	status.	A	judge,	as	part	of	the	judicial	branch,	sentences	an	offender	to	probation	based	on	the	case	and	sentencing	guidelines.	A	parole	board,	part	of	the	executive	branch,	grants	parole	based	on	an
assessment	of	an	inmates	rehabilitation	and	risk.Their	relationship	to	incarceration	is	another	difference.	Probation	is	designed	to	keep	an	individual	out	of	jail	or	prison,	offering	a	chance	for	rehabilitation	within	the	community.	Parole,	on	the	other	hand,	is	the	supervised	portion	of	a	prison	sentence	that	is	served	outside	of	prison	walls	after	a	period
of	incarceration.	Consequences	of	Violating	SupervisionFailing	to	comply	with	the	rules	of	either	probation	or	parole	can	lead	to	serious	repercussions.	A	violation	can	be	a	technical	one,	such	as	missing	a	meeting	with	an	officer,	or	a	direct	violation	involving	a	new	crime.	In	either	case,	the	individual	faces	a	revocation	process,	but	the	procedures
and	outcomes	differ	for	probation	and	parole.For	a	probation	violation,	the	process	begins	with	the	probation	officer	filing	a	report	with	the	court.	This	leads	to	a	revocation	hearing	before	the	sentencing	judge.	At	this	hearing,	the	prosecutor	must	prove	the	violation	occurred	by	a	preponderance	of	the	evidence.	If	the	judge	finds	a	violation	occurred,
they	can	revoke	probation	and	impose	the	original	suspended	sentence.A	parole	violation	is	handled	by	the	parole	board,	not	a	court.	Following	a	violation,	a	parolee	is	entitled	to	a	two-stage	hearing	process	established	in	the	Supreme	Court	case	Morrissey	v.	Brewer.	This	includes	a	preliminary	hearing	and	a	formal	revocation	hearing.	If	the	board
determines	a	violation	occurred,	it	can	revoke	parole	and	order	the	individual	to	return	to	prison	to	serve	the	remainder	of	their	sentence.	Pardon	(by	Chief	Executive)Art.	89	and	Art.	94	of	the	Revised	Penal	Code	states	that	criminal	liability	may	be	totally	or	partially	extinguished	by	absolute	or	conditional	pardon.Pardon	is	basically	a	decision	of	the
government	to	absolve	a	person	of	guilt	for	an	alleged	crime	or	other	legal	offense.	It	has	the	effect	of	extinguishing	the	criminal	liability	of	an	offender.	It	has	two	classifications	absolute	pardon	and	conditional	pardon.Absolute	pardon	refers	to	the	total	extinction	of	criminal	liability	to	whom	it	is	granted	without	any	condition.	It	restores	to	the
individual	his	civil	and	political	rights,	and	remits	the	penalty	imposed	for	the	particular	offense	of	which	he	was	convicted.	On	the	otherhand,	conditional	pardon	refers	to	the	exemption	of	an	individual	from	the	punishment	subject	to	the	fulfillment	of	a	certain	condition	as	imposed	by	the	government	authority.Note	that	both	absolute	and	conditional
pardon	are	exercised	by	the	Chief	Executive,	which	is	enunciated	in	Art.	36	of	the	RPC.	Pardon	by	Chief	Executive	extends	to	any	crime,	unless	the	law	provides	otherwise.There	also	exists	Pardon	by	the	Offended	Party	under	Art.	23	of	the	same	law.	However,	it	only	applies	to	crimes	under	Art.	344.	Unlike	a	pardon	granted	by	a	Chief	Executive,
pardon	by	the	offended	party	does	not	extinguish	criminal	liability,	although	it	may	constitute	a	bar	to	the	prosecution	of	offender.In	short,	it	is	Pardon	by	Chief	Executive	that	is	referred	to	by	Art.	89	and	Art.	94	of	the	RPC.Pardon	vs	AmnestyTake	note	that	pardon	differs	from	amnesty.	Pardon	applies	to	any	crime	and	is	exercised	on	an	individual	by
the	President;	whereas,	amnesty	is	a	blanket	pardon	to	classes	of	persons	or	communities	who	may	be	guilty	of	political	offense.	Pardon	merely	looks	forward	and	does	not	restore	the	persons	right	to	hold	public	office	or	the	right	to	suffrage	unless	the	terms	of	pardon	restores	it;	whereas,	amnesty	looks	backward	and	abolishes	the	offense	itself	as
though	the	person	had	not	committed	any	offense.	Pardon	is	a	private	act	pleaded	and	proved	by	the	person	pardoned,	then	granted	by	the	President,	whereas	amnesty	is	a	public	act	granted	by	the	President	with	concurrence	from	the	Congress.It	was	amnesty	that	was	granted	to	Sen.	Antonio	Trillanes	after	the	2007	Manila	Peninsula	siege.Can	you
pardon	a	dead	person?The	author	cannot	find	any	jurisprudence	as	to	this	matter.	For	now,	he	is	of	the	opinion	that	this	cannot	happen.	The	whole	point	of	pardon	is	that	it	extinguishes	criminal	liability,	which	is	also	achieved	thru	death	of	the	offender.ProbationUnder	the	Probation	Law	(PD	968	as	amended	by	RA	10707),	probation	is	a	disposition
under	which	a	defendant,	after	conviction	and	sentence,	is	released	subject	to	condition	imposed	by	the	court	and	to	the	supervision	of	a	probation	officer.	Probation	leads	to	partial	extinguishment	of	criminal	liability.This	applies	to	all	offenders,	except	those	entitled	to	benefit	under	the	Child	and	Youth	Welfare	Code	and	similar	laws.It	is	very
important	to	note	that	there	are	those	who	are	disqualified	to	apply	for	probation,	to	wit:a.	Sentenced	to	a	maximum	term	of	imprisonment	of	more	than	6	years;b.	Convicted	of	any	crime	against	national	security;c.	Previously	convicted	by	final	judgment	of	an	offense	punished	by	imprisonment	of	not	less	than	1	month	and	1	day	and/or	fine	of	not
more	than	Php	1,000;d.	Those	who	have	once	been	on	probation;e.	Those	who	appealed;f.	Those	convicted	of	drug	trafficking	or	drug	pushing	under	R.A.	9165;g.	Those	convicted	of	election	offenses	under	the	Omnibus	Election	Code	Probation	and	parole	are	critical	components	of	the	U.S.	criminal	justice	system.	Both	allow	people	convicted	of	crimes
to	live	outside	prison	under	supervision,	but	theyre	fundamentally	different	programs.	While	often	confused,	these	terms	represent	distinct	legal	processes	with	different	purposes	and	implications.	These	arent	simply	ways	of	getting	off	easy.	They	represent	a	massive	arm	of	the	correctional	system	that	extends	state	supervision	beyond	prison	walls.
According	to	the	Bureau	of	Justice	Statistics,	nearly	3.7	million	adults	were	under	community	supervision	at	the	end	of	2022.	Probation	is	actually	the	most	commonly	imposed	criminal	sentence	in	the	country.	Probation	is	a	court-imposed	criminal	sentence	that	allows	a	convicted	person	to	remain	in	the	community	under	supervision	instead	of	going
to	jail	or	prison.	When	a	judge	sentences	someone	to	probation,	they	typically	suspend	a	potential	jail	or	prison	sentence.	This	suspension	is	conditionalthe	defendant	must	follow	specific	requirements	throughout	the	probation	term.	Crucially,	probation	is	an	independent	sentence	determined	and	administered	by	a	judge,	which	distinguishes	it	from
parole.	Probation	serves	two	main	purposes:	Protect	public	safety	by	reducing	crime	committed	by	people	on	probation	Facilitate	rehabilitation	of	these	individuals	Its	designed	as	an	alternative	to	potentially	destructive	incarceration	while	still	holding	offenders	accountable.	Probation	departments	help	courts	with	sentencing	decisions	by	providing
investigative	reports	and	then	enforcing	court	orders.	A	significant	aspect	of	probation	involves	offering	services	and	programs	aimed	at	helping	people	become	law-abiding	citizens,	with	a	strong	focus	on	reintegration	into	the	community.	This	often	includes	addressing	underlying	issues	like	substance	abuse,	mental	health	concerns,	unemployment,
or	homelessness.	The	decision	to	grant	probation	rests	with	judges	and	occurs	during	the	sentencing	phase	of	a	criminal	case.	This	typically	follows	a	conviction	for	either	a	misdemeanor	or	a	felony	offense.	The	judge	considers	various	factors	related	to	the	specific	offense	and	the	characteristics	of	the	offender.	In	the	federal	system,	probation
officers	contribute	significantly	by	conducting	thorough	presentence	investigations.	These	investigations	provide	judges	with	comprehensive	information	for	making	well-informed	sentencing	decisions.	Probation	is	frequently	considered	suitable	for	defendants	with	no	prior	criminal	record	or	those	convicted	of	low-level	or	non-violent	offenses.
However,	its	not	strictly	limited	to	these	casesprobation	can	be	granted	in	many	misdemeanor	and	felony	cases.	In	the	federal	system,	the	United	States	Sentencing	Guidelines	play	a	significant	role	in	determining	eligibility,	with	offense	severity	and	the	defendants	criminal	history	being	primary	considerations.	Generally,	non-violent	and	less	severe
offenses	are	more	likely	to	result	in	probation.	Other	factors	that	can	positively	influence	a	judges	decision	include:	The	defendants	acceptance	of	responsibility	Age	Family	responsibilities	Employment	status	Community	ties	Certain	serious	felonies,	such	as	Class	A	or	Class	B	felonies	in	the	federal	system,	may	make	a	defendant	ineligible	for
probation.	The	high	volume	of	probation	sentences	and	its	frequent	use	in	plea	bargaining	suggests	that	while	ideally	a	tailored	rehabilitative	path,	it	can	sometimes	function	as	a	routine	disposition.	This	widespread	application	carries	the	risk	of	setting	individuals	up	for	failure	if	not	accompanied	by	adequate	individual	assessment.	Reports	indicate
that	burdensome	probation	conditions	can	turn	probation	into	a	trap,	contributing	to	incarceration	due	to	violations	rather	than	new	crimes.	Parole	is	the	conditional	release	of	an	offender	from	prison	after	theyve	served	part	of	their	original	sentence.	Upon	release,	the	parolee	serves	the	remaining	part	of	their	sentence	in	the	community,	but	under
supervision	and	subject	to	specific	conditions.	Unlike	probation,	which	is	imposed	by	a	judge,	parole	is	typically	an	administrative	decision	made	by	a	parole	board	or	similar	authority.	Its	important	to	distinguish	parole	from	a	pardon	or	commutation	of	sentence,	which	are	different	forms	of	executive	clemency.	According	to	the	U.S.	Parole
Commission,	parole	serves	three	main	purposes:	Assist	parolees	in	adjusting	to	life	after	prison	by	providing	support	with	challenges	related	to	employment,	housing,	finances,	and	other	personal	issues	Protect	society	by	helping	former	prisoners	establish	themselves	productively	in	the	community,	reducing	the	likelihood	of	new	offenses	Prevent
unnecessary	continued	imprisonment	of	individuals	unlikely	to	commit	further	crimes	More	broadly,	parole	aims	to	supervise	offenders	released	into	the	community,	rehabilitate	those	amenable	to	treatment,	and	protect	society	from	individuals	who	may	still	pose	a	risk.	Historically,	the	parole	system	was	influenced	by	a	medical	model,	which	viewed
criminal	behavior	as	an	ailment	that	could	be	treated.	This	model	emphasized	casework,	individualized	treatment,	and	community	reintegration.	However,	since	the	1970s,	the	focus	has	shifted	more	toward	risk	management	and	surveillance,	although	rehabilitation	often	remains	an	underlying	goal.	The	authority	to	grant	parole	typically	rests	with	a
parole	board	or	commission.	For	example,	in	Georgia,	the	State	Board	of	Pardons	and	Paroles	makes	these	decisions,	while	for	certain	federal	offenders,	the	U.S.	Parole	Commission	holds	this	responsibility.	These	parole	boards	are	administrative	bodies,	separate	from	the	judicial	courts	that	impose	the	initial	sentences.	Parole	boards	review	an
inmates	case	comprehensively,	including:	Behavior	while	incarcerated	Participation	in	rehabilitative	programs	Release	plans	Overall	suitability	for	community	release	Eligibility	for	parole	depends	on	the	specifics	of	an	inmates	sentence	and	applicable	state	or	federal	laws.	In	many	systems,	an	inmate	becomes	eligible	after	serving	a	designated
portion	of	their	sentence,	commonly	one-third	of	the	term.	State	laws	vary	considerably.	For	instance:	Georgia	law	stipulates	that	inmates	convicted	of	certain	serious	violent	felonies	are	not	eligible	for	parole	and	must	serve	100%	of	their	prison	term	In	Pennsylvania,	an	inmates	minimum	sentence	date	marks	their	parole	eligibility	date	California	law
distinguishes	between	determinate	sentences	(fixed	terms)	and	indeterminate	sentences	(e.g.,	25	years-to-life)	The	process	for	parole	consideration	also	varies.	In	some	federal	cases,	an	inmate	must	submit	an	application.	However,	in	jurisdictions	like	Georgia,	eligible	inmates	are	automatically	considered	without	needing	to	apply.	Even	when	an
inmate	meets	the	statutory	requirements,	release	is	rarely	automatic.	Parole	boards	evaluate	factors	beyond	time	served,	including:	Institutional	conduct	Educational	or	vocational	program	participation	Psychological	state	Offense	seriousness	Prior	criminal	history	Release	plan	viability	Victim	input	This	discretionary	power	means	outcomes	can	vary
even	for	individuals	with	similar	offenses	and	sentences,	raising	ongoing	discussions	about	consistency,	fairness,	and	transparency	within	the	parole	system.	While	both	involve	community	supervision,	probation	and	parole	differ	fundamentally	in	their	timing,	granting	authority,	and	circumstances.	FeatureProbationParoleTiming	of	ImpositionImposed
at	sentencing,	typically	instead	of	a	jail	or	prison	sentence,	or	following	a	short	incarceration	periodGranted	after	an	individual	has	served	part	of	their	prison	sentence,	allowing	early	releaseGranting	AuthorityA	judge	in	a	court	of	lawAn	administrative	body,	typically	a	Parole	Board	or	CommissionTypical	Preceding	StatusIndividual	has	been
convicted,	but	incarceration	is	suspended	or	not	initially	orderedIndividual	has	been	incarcerated	and	is	being	released	before	completing	their	maximum	sentencePrimary	Goal	EmphasisTo	serve	as	an	alternative	to	incarceration,	focusing	on	rehabilitation,	accountability,	and	public	safetyTo	facilitate	transition	from	prison	back	into	the	community,
focusing	on	reintegration,	continued	supervision,	and	public	safetyJurisdiction	&	Sentence	NatureAn	independent	sentence	itself.	The	sentencing	judge	often	retains	jurisdictionA	conditional	continuation	of	an	existing	prison	sentence,	served	in	the	community	under	parole	board	oversight	Its	important	to	note	a	significant	distinction	within	the	U.S.
justice	system,	particularly	at	the	federal	level.	The	Sentencing	Reform	Act	of	1984	largely	abolished	traditional	parole	for	federal	offenses	committed	after	November	1,	1987.	In	its	place,	the	federal	system	implemented	supervised	release.	While	supervised	release	functions	similarly	to	parole	(community	supervision	following	imprisonment),	its
fundamentally	different	in	its	origin:	supervised	release	is	imposed	by	the	sentencing	judge	as	part	of	the	original	sentence,	not	granted	later	by	a	parole	board.	This	means	most	federal	offenders	today	experience	supervised	release	rather	than	parole.	People	on	probation	or	parole	arent	simply	free	to	live	as	they	please.	Their	liberty	depends	on
following	rules	imposed	by	the	court	(for	probation)	or	the	parole	authority.	Probationers	must	comply	with	various	court-ordered	conditions,	which	fall	into	standard	and	discretionary	categories.	Standard	conditions	generally	include:	Obeying	all	laws	Reporting	regularly	to	a	probation	officer	Paying	all	court-ordered	fines,	fees,	and	restitution
Maintaining	employment	or	pursuing	education	Avoiding	illegal	drugs	and	weapons	Submitting	to	drug	and	alcohol	testing	Discretionary	conditions	are	tailored	to	the	specific	circumstances	and	may	include:	Submitting	to	searches	of	person,	property,	or	residence	Travel	restrictions	Avoiding	contact	with	certain	individuals	Completing	community
service	Attending	specific	programs	(substance	abuse	treatment,	anger	management,	etc.)	House	arrest	or	electronic	monitoring	Abstaining	from	alcohol	Parolees	also	live	under	strict	conditions	designed	to	facilitate	reintegration	while	protecting	public	safety.	Many	mirror	those	of	probation.	Common	conditions	include:	Maintaining	approved
employment	and	residence	Informing	the	parole	officer	of	any	changes	in	employment	or	residence	Avoiding	new	criminal	activity	and	having	no	contact	with	victims	Refraining	from	using	illegal	drugs	and	often	alcohol	Attending	treatment	programs	Geographic	restrictions	No	possession	of	firearms	or	weapons	Regular	reporting	to	a	parole	officer
Consenting	to	unannounced	visits	Agreeing	to	searches	of	person,	residence,	or	property	Special	conditions	may	also	be	imposed	based	on	the	nature	of	the	offense	or	criminal	history,	such	as:	Sex	offender	registration	No-contact	orders	Electronic	monitoring	Internet	use	restrictions	The	extensive	and	often	overlapping	nature	of	these	conditions	can
create	what	some	observers	term	a	conditions	cascade.	A	minor	infraction	in	one	area,	such	as	missing	a	curfew	due	to	an	unreliable	work	schedule,	could	lead	to	job	loss.	This	might	result	in	an	inability	to	pay	supervision	fees	or	cause	stress	leading	to	substance	use	relapse.	Each	issue	can	constitute	separate	violations,	creating	a	domino	effect.	This
problem	is	often	worsened	by	vaguely	worded	conditions	that	fail	to	account	for	socioeconomic	realities	like	poverty	or	lack	of	transportation.	The	average	number	of	conditions	can	be	around	19	per	state,	and	many	are	framed	as	rigid	mandates.	Such	a	complex	web	of	requirements	can	make	successful	completion	exceedingly	difficult,	particularly
for	people	already	facing	significant	challenges.	Probation	and	parole	officers	are	central	figures	in	community	supervision.	Their	roles	encompass	elements	of	law	enforcement,	social	work,	and	case	management.	Probation	officers	supervise	individuals	on	probation,	ensuring	they	comply	with	court-ordered	conditions.	This	involves:	Regular
meetings	with	probationers	Home	and	workplace	visits	Drug	testing	Electronic	monitoring	They	assess	the	risks	and	needs	of	each	probationer	and	develop	individualized	supervision	plans.	They	connect	probationers	with	resources	like	job	training,	educational	opportunities,	mental	health	counseling,	and	substance	abuse	treatment.	If	a	probationer
violates	conditions,	the	officer	reports	these	violations	to	the	court	and	may	recommend	sanctions	ranging	from	warnings	to	probation	revocation	and	incarceration.	Parole	officers	oversee	individuals	released	from	prison	on	parole,	primarily	helping	them	successfully	re-enter	society	and	avoid	returning	to	criminal	behavior.	Their	responsibilities
parallel	those	of	probation	officers:	Monitoring	compliance	through	regular	meetings	and	visits	Drug	testing	Connecting	parolees	with	essential	resources	Preparing	reports	for	parole	boards	Assessing	risks	and	developing	supervision	plans	If	a	parolee	violates	conditions,	the	officer	investigates	and	can	initiate	proceedings	to	revoke	parole.	In	many
jurisdictions,	parole	officers	have	peace	officer	powers,	including	arrest	authority.	Both	roles	involve	tension	between	enforcement	and	rehabilitation.	Historically,	particularly	in	parole,	there	was	stronger	emphasis	on	a	medical	model	of	casework	and	treatment.	However,	recent	decades	have	seen	a	shift	toward	surveillance,	risk	management,	and
rule	enforcement.	This	evolution	reflects	broader	changes	in	correctional	philosophy.	The	dual	demands	of	enforcing	rules	while	providing	support	can	be	challenging,	especially	with	high	caseloads.	This	operational	reality	can	impact	the	officer-client	relationship	and	potentially	limit	time	for	in-depth	rehabilitative	efforts.	The	length	of	time	on
probation	or	parole	varies	considerably	based	on	several	factors,	including	offense	nature,	criminal	history,	and	jurisdiction	laws.	See	also	How	Nonprofits	Shape	Policy:	The	Power	of	Advocacy	vs.	Lobbying	Probation	typically	lasts	from	one	to	three	years.	For	more	serious	offenses,	particularly	felonies	or	specific	crimes	like	sex	offenses,	probation
can	extend	to	five	years	or	longer.	Under	federal	law,	the	maximum	term	is	generally:	One	to	five	years	for	a	felony	offense	Not	more	than	five	years	for	a	misdemeanor	Not	more	than	one	year	for	an	infraction	Key	factors	influencing	probation	length	include:	Offense	severity:	More	serious	crimes	typically	result	in	longer	terms	Criminal	history:	Prior
records	may	lead	to	longer	sentences	Judicial	discretion:	Judges	can	tailor	sentences	to	case	specifics	Statutory	limits:	Laws	in	each	jurisdiction	set	minimum	and	maximum	allowable	terms	Compliance:	Good	behavior	can	sometimes	lead	to	early	termination	Parole	duration	also	varies.	In	most	cases,	parole	wont	exceed	five	years;	however,	for	certain
serious	offenses,	it	can	last	for	life.	Nationally,	the	average	time	spent	on	parole	is	approximately	19	months.	Factors	affecting	parole	decisions	and	supervision	length	include:	Institutional	behavior	Crime	severity	Criminal	history	Length	of	sentence	already	served	Mental	health	considerations	Victim	input	Parole	board	policies	The	existence	of
lengthy	supervision	terms	can	create	a	long	tail	of	punishment	that	impedes	full	reintegration	by	maintaining	restrictions	on	liberty,	housing	options,	and	employment	opportunities.	Longer	supervision	periods	increase	the	timeframe	for	technical	violations,	which	are	a	significant	cause	of	re-incarceration.	Research	suggests	that	lengthy	probation



terms	arent	necessarily	associated	with	lower	recidivism	and	may	increase	the	likelihood	of	technical	violations.	The	possibility	of	modifying	conditions	or	shortening	supervision	can	motivate	compliance	and	rehabilitation.	Both	federal	and	state	systems	generally	provide	mechanisms	for	such	adjustments.	Courts	typically	have	authority	to	modify
probation	conditions	or	terminate	a	term	early	if	circumstances	warrant.	Federal	law	allows	for	modification	of	conditions	at	any	time	before	the	term	expires.	Early	termination	may	be	granted	if	the	court	determines	its	warranted	by	the	defendants	conduct	and	the	interest	of	justice,	usually	after	at	least	one	year	of	probation	for	a	felony.	Key	factors
considered	include:	Good	behavior	and	compliance	Demonstrated	rehabilitation	(completing	required	programs,	paying	fines/restitution,	maintaining	employment)	Input	from	the	probation	officer	and	prosecutor	The	process	typically	involves	filing	a	formal	motion	with	the	court.	A	hearing	and	legal	counsel	are	generally	required	before	conditions
can	be	modified,	unless	the	relief	sought	benefits	the	defendant	and	the	government	doesnt	object.	Similar	provisions	often	exist	for	parole	or	federal	supervised	release.	Parole	boards	typically	have	discretion	to	amend,	revise,	modify,	or	rescind	parole	orders,	provided	such	actions	are	based	on	factual	evidence	and	follow	due	process.	For	federal
supervised	release,	early	termination	is	authorized	after	at	least	one	year	of	supervision	if	warranted	by	the	persons	conduct	and	in	the	interest	of	justice.	State	laws	and	parole	board	policies	vary.	For	example,	Georgias	Board	of	Pardons	and	Paroles	has	specific	criteria	for	considering	early	termination	based	on	offense	type	and	time	served	on
parole	with	satisfactory	adjustment.	The	somewhat	subjective	nature	of	standards	like	the	interest	of	justice	allows	for	individualized	assessments	but	can	also	introduce	variability.	Those	with	better	legal	representation	may	have	an	advantage,	highlighting	the	potential	for	disparities	and	the	importance	of	clear,	consistently	applied	criteria.	Failing
to	comply	with	conditions	can	lead	to	significant	consequences,	including	return	to	incarceration.	The	processes	for	addressing	violations	differ	for	probation	and	parole.	Common	probation	violations	fall	into	two	categories:	Technical	Violations:	Failing	to	meet	formal	requirements	such	as	missing	meetings,	failing	to	pay	fines,	failing	drug	tests,	not
completing	required	programs,	unapproved	travel,	or	associating	with	prohibited	individuals.	Substantive	Violations:	Committing	a	new	criminal	offense	while	on	probation.	When	a	probation	officer	believes	a	violation	has	occurred,	they	report	it	to	the	court.	The	prosecutor	may	file	a	motion	to	revoke	probation.	The	defendant	receives	written	notice
of	the	alleged	violation	and	a	hearing.	In	the	federal	system,	the	process	typically	involves:	Initial	appearance	before	a	judge	Preliminary	hearing	(if	in	custody)	to	determine	probable	cause	Revocation	hearing	where	evidence	is	presented	and	the	judge	decides	on	consequences	The	standard	of	proof	is	preponderance	of	the	evidence	(more	likely	than
not	that	the	violation	occurred),	which	is	lower	than	the	beyond	a	reasonable	doubt	standard	for	criminal	convictions.	Defendants	generally	have	the	right	to	be	present,	present	evidence,	question	witnesses,	and	have	legal	representation.	Consequences	depend	on	the	violations	nature	and	severity,	the	probationers	history,	and	judicial	discretion,	and
may	include:	Warning	Stricter	conditions	Extended	probation	period	Brief	jail	stint	Probation	revocation	and	imposition	of	the	original	suspended	sentence	Common	parole	violations	include:	Technical	violations:	Failing	to	report,	failing	drug	tests,	missing	required	counseling,	violating	curfew,	unauthorized	travel,	or	associating	with	known	felons
Substantive	violations:	Committing	a	new	criminal	offense	When	a	parole	officer	alleges	a	violation,	the	parolee	may	be	arrested	immediately	or	summoned	to	a	hearing.	Due	process	rights	apply	to	parole	revocation	proceedings,	generally	including:	Preliminary	hearing	to	determine	if	probable	cause	exists	and	if	detention	is	warranted	pending	a	final
decision	Final	revocation	hearing	before	the	parole	board	to	determine	if	the	violation	occurred	and	if	parole	should	be	revoked	The	standard	of	proof	is	generally	less	than	beyond	a	reasonable	doubt;	often,	preponderance	of	the	evidence	is	sufficient.	Consequences	may	include:	Warning	or	continued	parole	Modified/stricter	conditions	Short-term
confinement	Parole	revocation	and	re-incarceration	A	critical	issue	within	both	systems	is	the	technical	violation	trap.	Many	people	are	re-incarcerated	not	for	new	crimes	but	for	technical	violations	of	supervision	conditions.	This	means	community	supervision,	intended	as	an	alternative	to	incarceration,	can	paradoxically	become	a	primary	driver	of
it.	Reports	indicate	that	in	2017,	45%	of	all	state	prison	admissions	were	due	to	probation	or	parole	violations,	and	in	2021,	an	estimated	29%	of	prison	admissions	nationwide	were	for	technical	violations.	This	reality	challenges	the	narrative	that	community	supervision	always	serves	as	a	straightforward	alternative	to	prison.	According	to	the	Bureau
of	Justice	Statistics,	at	the	end	of	2022:	Approximately	3,668,800	adults	were	under	community	supervision	The	probation	population	was	about	2,990,900	(a	slight	0.3%	increase	from	the	previous	year)	The	parole	population	was	about	698,800	(a	6.2%	decrease)	Over	the	decade	from	2012	to	2022,	the	total	community	supervision	population	fell	by
23%,	from	4,790,700	to	3,668,800the	15th	consecutive	year	of	decline.	The	rate	of	adults	under	supervision	in	2022	was	1,401	per	100,000	adult	U.S.	residents,	the	lowest	since	1986.	Regarding	outcomes,	data	from	2022	shows	that	successful	completion	is	most	common	for	both	forms	of	supervision:	66%	of	probation	exits	were	due	to	successful
completion,	while	15%	resulted	in	incarceration	65%	of	parole	exits	were	successful	completions,	but	a	higher	proportion	(27%)	were	due	to	re-incarceration	While	the	numbers	have	been	declining	for	over	a	decade,	the	scale	remains	immense.	Community	supervision	affects	far	more	people	than	prisons	and	jails	combined.	In	2022,	while	nearly	3
million	were	on	probation,	the	total	incarcerated	population	was	closer	to	1.9	million.	This	comparison	underscores	that	when	discussing	mass	punishment	in	the	United	States,	the	focus	cannot	solely	be	on	incarceration.	Probation	and	parole	systems	are	designed	with	several	intended	benefits	for	individuals	under	supervision	and	society.	These
include	facilitating	rehabilitation,	enhancing	public	safety,	reducing	prison	overcrowding,	and	offering	cost-effective	alternatives	to	incarceration.	Benefits	for	Individuals:	Probation	allows	people	to	remain	in	their	communities,	maintaining	family	ties,	continuing	employment	or	education,	and	accessing	local	treatment	and	support	services.	This	can
be	crucial	for	addressing	underlying	causes	of	criminal	behavior	without	the	disruptive	effects	of	imprisonment.	Public	Safety	and	Rehabilitation:	A	primary	goal	is	enhancing	public	safety	by	reducing	recidivism	through	supervision,	accountability,	and	rehabilitative	programs.	Community	service	can	help	foster	responsibility	and	community
connection.	Research	on	effectiveness	shows	mixed	results.	Some	studies	indicate	longer	probation	terms	arent	linked	to	lower	recidivism	rates	and	may	increase	technical	violations.	Other	research	suggests	effective	supervision	can	lower	reoffending,	particularly	when	targeting	medium	to	high-risk	individuals	with	evidence-based	practices	and
cognitive	behavioral	therapies.	Reducing	Prison	Overcrowding:	As	a	direct	alternative	to	incarceration,	probation	helps	alleviate	pressure	on	overcrowded	facilities.	However,	this	benefit	can	be	offset	if	probation	systems	have	high	revocation	rates	for	technical	violations.	Financial	Benefits:	Probation	is	considerably	less	expensive	than	incarceration.
The	average	annual	cost	of	probation	supervision	per	person	might	be	around	$1,250,	compared	to	$29,000	per	year	for	incarceration9	to	15	times	more	expensive.	These	differences	translate	into	major	savings	for	governments.	Benefits	for	Individuals	(Reentry):	Parole	facilitates	transition	from	prison	back	to	the	community.	Officers	provide
supervision	and	support	with	employment,	housing,	and	personal	issues	like	substance	abuse	or	mental	health	needs.	Pre-release	programs	within	correctional	facilities	are	often	linked	to	improved	reentry	success.	Public	Safety	and	Recidivism:	Research	on	paroles	impact	on	recidivism	shows	mixed	results.	Some	studies	indicate	people	released	to
parole	supervision,	particularly	those	in	rehabilitative	programming,	may	have	lower	reoffending	rates	compared	to	those	released	without	supervision.	However,	other	research	suggests	minimal	effect,	especially	for	mandatory	parole.	Effectiveness	often	depends	on	careful	selection	for	release,	quality	supervision,	support	service	availability,	and
evidence-based	practices	tailored	to	individual	risks	and	needs.	Reducing	Prison	Overcrowding:	Parole	serves	as	a	critical	mechanism	for	managing	prison	populations	by	allowing	release	of	inmates	before	theyve	served	maximum	sentences.	However,	its	effectiveness	depends	on	parole	board	decision-making	policies	and	legislative	frameworks.
Financial	Benefits:	Like	probation,	parole	is	significantly	more	cost-effective	than	continued	incarceration.	The	annual	cost	per	person	might	be	around	$2,750,	a	fraction	of	incarceration	costs.	A	New	York	State	study	found	parole	supervision	generated	substantial	annual	savings	by	averting	higher	reimprisonment	costs.	While	community	supervision
is	intended	to	yield	considerable	benefits,	a	gap	often	exists	between	ideals	and	realities.	Systemic	challenges	frequently	undermine	effectiveness:	High	caseloads	limit	individualized	attention	and	support	Insufficient	funding	for	rehabilitative	programming,	mental	health	services,	and	substance	abuse	treatment	leaves	critical	needs	unaddressed
Numerous,	difficult-to-meet	conditions	lead	to	high	technical	violation	rates	Philosophical	shifts	from	rehabilitation	toward	surveillance	and	control	create	a	dichotomy	where	practical	outcomes	may	not	align	with	stated	objectives	The	success	of	community	supervision	depends	on	design,	resourcing,	underlying	philosophy,	and	commitment	to
evidence-based	practices.	The	terms	probation	and	parole,	along	with	their	processes,	often	confuse	the	public.	Here	are	answers	to	common	questions:	Are	probation	and	parole	the	same	thing?	No.	Probation	is	generally	a	sentence	imposed	by	a	judge	instead	of	jail/prison	time.	The	individual	serves	their	sentence	in	the	community	from	the	outset.
Parole	is	supervised	release	after	someone	has	already	served	part	of	their	prison	sentence,	typically	granted	by	a	parole	board.	Do	parolees	serve	shorter	sentences	than	what	the	court	originally	gave	them?	No.	Parolees	serve	the	entire	court-imposed	sentence,	but	part	is	served	in	the	community	under	supervision	rather	than	entirely	in	a
correctional	facility.	Parole	is	not	a	reduction	of	the	total	sentence	length.	Is	being	on	probation	or	parole	an	easy	way	out?	No.	Both	come	with	numerous	strict	conditions	that	individuals	must	follow,	including	regular	reporting,	curfews,	employment	mandates,	drug	testing,	and	various	restrictions.	The	constant	oversight	and	threat	of	re-
incarceration	for	violations	make	community	supervision	demanding	and	stressful.	Do	most	people	on	probation	or	parole	re-offend	by	committing	new,	serious	crimes?	This	is	nuanced.	While	recidivism	is	a	concern,	many	people	returned	to	prison	from	supervision	are	sent	back	for	technical	violations	(missing	appointments,	failing	drug	tests)	rather
than	new	serious	crimes.	Comparing	recidivism	rates	between	supervised	and	unsupervised	releases	is	complex	and	doesnt	always	account	for	risk	levels	or	program	participation.	Is	parole	automatically	granted	once	an	inmate	becomes	eligible?	No.	Eligibility	simply	means	an	inmate	can	be	considered	for	release.	Parole	boards	exercise	considerable
discretion	based	on	various	factors	and	dont	automatically	grant	parole.	Are	all	individuals	on	probation	or	parole	dangerous?	No.	While	people	under	supervision	have	been	convicted	of	crimes,	many	successfully	complete	their	terms	without	new	offenses	and	lead	law-abiding	lives.	This	harmful	stereotype	overlooks	the	risk	assessment	and
management	purpose	of	these	systems.	Is	probation	always	an	alternative	to	incarceration?	Not	exactly.	Sometimes	a	short	incarceration	period	precedes	probation.	More	significantly,	violations	often	lead	to	incarceration.	Theres	also	concern	that	probation	sometimes	replaces	less	severe	sanctions	like	fines,	a	phenomenon	called	net-widening.	Does
the	federal	system	still	use	parole	widely?	No.	For	offenses	after	November	1,	1987,	the	federal	system	largely	abolished	traditional	parole,	replacing	it	with	supervised	release	imposed	by	the	judge	at	sentencing.	The	U.S.	Parole	Commission	exists	but	handles	only	specific	categories	of	cases.	Our	articles	make	government	information	more
accessible.	Please	consult	a	qualified	professional	for	financial,	legal,	or	health	advice	specific	to	your	circumstances.	When	it	comes	to	determining	the	differences	between	probation,	parole,	and	pardon,	it	is	important	to	understand	the	unique	roles	of	each	term.	First,	probation	and	parole	are	much	more	similar	to	each	other	than	pardon	are.	While
both	probation	and	parole	are	used	as	an	alternative	to	jail	or	prison	time,	pardons	are	given	by	higher	government	powers	in	order	to	wipe	an	offenders	record	clean	and	free	them	from	any	remaining	penalties.	Though	a	pardon	does	have	the	power	to	free	an	offender	from	jail	time,	it	goes	a	step	further	by	clearing	their	name	and	criminal	record,
essentially	freeing	them	from	any	mark	of	their	crime.What	is	the	Difference	Between	Probation	and	Parole?In	many	cases,	the	main	difference	betweenprobation	and	parole	is	that	probationis	used	prior	to	or	instead	of	incarceration,	which	means	the	offender	will	simply	spend	time	on	probation	right	away,	rather	than	going	to	jail	at	all.	On	the	other
hand,	parole	is	the	conditional	release	of	inmates	prior	to	completing	their	sentence.	Therefore,	parole	is	grantedafter	an	offender	has	serveda	certain	percentage	of	their	prison	sentence.Though	they	may	spend	a	short	sentence	(such	as	a	day	or	two)	in	jail,	their	main	punishment	will	be	served	through	probation.	When	a	person	is	on	probation,	they
must	adhere	to	certain	provisions	and	terms	or	else	they	will	have	to	face	the	alternative	of	incarceration.	If	you	have	been	accused	of	violating	your	probation,	our	experiencedprobation	violation	attorneyat	Damascus	Road	Law	Groupis	ready	to	help.These	can	include	the	following	types	of	terms:	Performing	community	serviceEnrolling	in	a
rehabilitative	programPaying	restitution	to	a	victimTaking	frequent	drug	testsChecking	in	with	a	probation	officerMaintaining	a	curfewProbation	is	given	directly	by	the	court,	while	parole	is	given	by	the	parole	board	after	an	offender	has	served	a	minimum	sentence	in	jail.	Parole	is	often	given	to	individuals	who	have	been	on	good	behavior	and	are
deemed	safe	to	regenerate	into	society.	The	terms	involved	in	parole	can	be	very	similar	to	the	terms	of	probation.	If	a	person	on	parole	does	not	follow	the	specific	terms,	they	could	be	required	to	go	back	to	jail	or	prison.	The	point	of	both	parole	and	probation	is	to	help	an	offender	break	and	avoid	habits	that	could	lead	to	future	crimes.What	is	the
Purpose	of	a	Pardon?Pardons	are	focused	on	helping	individuals	clear	their	names	from	their	alleged	crimes,	not	just	rehabilitate	or	merge	back	into	society.	It	is	typically	granted	by	higher	government	powers,	including	the	president	or	local	governor.	These	powers	must	decide	whether	or	not	they	believe	pardoning	the	offender	will	be	in	the
publics	best	interests.	A	pardon	will	essentially	wipe	a	criminals	record	clean	and	cancel	any	further	penalties	they	are	facing,	allowing	them	to	immediately	rejoin	society	with	no	criminal	past.Have	more	questions	about	the	alternatives	to	incarceration?	Reach	out	to	Damascus	Road	Law	Group	to	discuss	your	legal	concerns.	

What	is	the	main	difference	between	probation	and	parole.	What's	the	difference	between	parole	and	probation.	What	is	the	difference	between	parole	and	probation.	What	is	the	difference	between	pardon	and
probation.	Difference	between	parole	and	pardon.
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