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Considering	some	of	the	most	dangerous	animals	in	the	world	live	in	South	America,	it’s	surprising	that	Chile	has	so	few.	But	the	many	poisonous,	venomous,	and	deadly	creatures	that	thrive	elsewhere	on	the	continent,	haven’t	made	Chile	their	home.		This	is	due	in	part,	to	the	country’s	natural	barriers	like	the	imposing	Andes	to	the	east	and	the	driest
desert	in	the	world,	the	Atacama	to	the	north.	These	geological	features	have	kept	Chile	somewhat	isolated	and	unique.	They	also	help	create	a	dramatic	and	diverse	landscape	that	makes	Chile	the	perfect	place	for	some	not	so	dangerous	but	magnificent	creatures.	Visitors	to	this	incredible	country	can	see	King	Penguins,	flamingos,	whales,	alpacas,	and
condors.		But	for	those	who	crave	a	little	more	risk	in	their	nature	walks,	don’t	worry,	there	are	a	few	threats	you	need	to	watch	out	for.	Here’s	our	list	of	the	7	most	dangerous	animals	and	creatures	found	in	Chile.		Photo	by	Envato	Elements	This	iconic	animal’s	habitat	ranges	from	the	Canadian	Rockies,	down	the	mountainous	regions	of	two	continents,
to	the	very	southernmost	tip	of	Chile	and	Argentina.	Within	this	massive	habitat,	Chile’s	Torres	del	Paine	national	park	offers	the	highest	concentration	of	pumas	and	the	greatest	chance	of	seeing	one.		The	majestic	wild	cats	spend	their	days	hunting	for	guanacos.	These	llama-like	animals,	native	to	Chile,	make	up	the	bulk	of	the	puma’s	diet.	Though	they
might	look	like	easy	prey,	guanacos	can	reach	200lbs	in	weight	and	can	run	at	speeds	up	to	40	miles	per	hour.	Whilst	pumas	have	equal	size	and	speed,	they	don’t	have	the	stamina	necessary	for	a	prolonged	chase.	They	generally	rely	on	their	ability	to	leap	great	distances	instead.	Often	they	will	stalk	their	prey	for	an	extended	time	before	making	their
move	with	a	swift	pounce.	Though	this	technique	is	effective	against	guanacos,	Pumas	offer	very	little	risk	to	humans.	In	Chile,	they	have	enough	space	not	to	venture	near	human	habitation,	and	enough	food	not	to	need	to	hunt	humans.	However,	they	are	wild	animals	and	will	attack	in	extreme	circumstances.		Although	extremely	rare	in	Chile,	a	puma
attack	can	cause	massive	injury	and	even	death.	The	best	way	to	avoid	danger	is	to	always	trek	with	a	knowledgeable	guide.	Ensure	that	you	keep	a	good	distance	away	from	any	Pumas	you	see	and	take	all	precautions	so	that	you	don’t	surprise	or	threaten	a	Puma.	If	you	respect	these	beautiful	animals	and	their	habitat	then	they	should	offer	no	danger	to
you.		Photo	by	Envato	Elements	The	Chilean	Recluse	Spider	is	highly	venomous	and	its	bites	can	have	nasty	results.	Considered	the	most	dangerous	of	all	the	recluse	spiders	it	is	one	of	the	most	dangerous	animals	in	Chile.	Generally	light	brown	with	darker	markings	around	its	body,	the	recluse	spider	grows	to	around	40mm	in	size.	Nicknamed	The
Corner	Spider	for	its	love	of	dark	enclosed	spaces,	they	are	often	found	in	quiet	spots	such	as	attics	and	storage	rooms.	They	will	also	hide	in	crevices	between	floorboards,	furniture,	and	window	sills	and	inside	old	boxes	and	unused	clothing	and	shoes.	A	recluse	spider	bite	can	cause	a	variety	of	symptoms	from	mild	pain	and	itching,	to	serious	tissue
damage	and	death	in	rare	cases.	The	bite	venom	usually	causes	pain	and	redness	followed	by	swelling	and	blistering.	If	not	treated	the	tissue	around	the	bite	area	will	become	necrotic,	breaking	down	around	the	bite	area	causing	large	wounds	that	take	a	long	time	to	heal.	However,	this	spider	is	not	an	aggressive	species.	Bites	usually	occur	when	it	has
been	accidentally	pressed	against	a	person.	Such	as	when	caught	between	the	skin	and	an	article	of	clothing.	So	it	is	wise	to	inspect	clothing	and	check	inside	shoes	before	putting	them	on.		If	a	bite	occurs	seek	medical	help	immediately	to	avoid	any	long-term	effects.		Photo	by	Envato	Elements	The	second	spider	to	be	aware	of	is	the	venomous	and
dangerous	Black	Widow.	Nicknamed	The	Wheat	Spider	in	Chile,	for	their	prevalence	in	wheat	fields	and	farmlands,	these	spiders	also	like	dark	spaces	in	outhouses,	sheds,	and	garages.	The	distinctive	red	hourglass	markings	on	their	torso	make	them	easy	to	recognize	and	hopefully,	easy	to	avoid.		They	are	not	aggressive,	only	biting	when	startled	or
threatened.	But	their	venom	is	said	to	be	fifteen	times	more	potent	than	that	of	a	rattlesnake.	Symptoms	include	burning	pain	and	itching,	muscle	stiffness	and	spasms,	nausea,	paralysis	of	the	diaphragm,	increased	heart	rate,	excessive	sweating,	and	abdominal	cramps.	Bites	can	be	fatal,	usually	when	the	person	bitten	is	a	child,	elderly,	or	already
unwell.		The	black	widow	spider	might	be	one	of	the	most	dangerous	animals	in	Chile	but	it	is	also	one	of	the	most	unusual.	The	Chilean	widow	alone	produces	an	effect	unlike	that	of	black	widow	spiders	anywhere	else	in	the	world.	When	healthy	young	men	are	bitten	by	this	spider,	the	venom	produces	an	extended,	localized	swelling	to…	a	certain	part	of
the	male	anatomy.	This	effect	is	so	common	that	virile	Chilean	men	are	often	be	said	to	be	Spider	Bitten.	Pharmaceutical	companies	in	the	US,	hearing	of	this	phenomenon,	have	looked	into	using	Chilean	black	widow	venom	within	erectile	dysfunction	medication.		But	this	is	no	reason	to	go	looking	for	them!	Any	black	widow	spider	bite	(regardless	of	your
symptoms)	should	be	treated	as	serious	and	medical	attention	sought.	If	it	is	a	child	or	a	frail	person	who	is	bitten	seek	immediate	emergency	care.	Photo	by	Envato	Elements	So	named	for	the	beautiful	pink	hue	of	the	hairs	adorning	its	body,	this	spider	is	highly	sought	after	as	a	pet.	Sadly,	you	are	far	more	likely	to	come	across	one	in	an	American	pet
store	than	in	the	desert	wilds	of	northern	Chile	where	they	belong.	Whilst	that	may	make	them	sound	harmless,	that’s	not	entirely	the	case	and	if	you	are	lucky	enough	to	come	across	one,	it’s	best	to	keep	your	distance.	Rose	coloured	tarantulas	are	not	naturally	aggressive	and	would	rather	run	from	a	fight	than	confront	an	attacker.	But	if	they	are
cornered	they	have	a	few	tricks	up	their	hairy	sleeves.	Like	many	other	tarantula	species,	this	one	has	bristly	spines	or	hairs	on	its	abdomen	which	it	can	shoot	towards	an	attacker.	These	bristles	can	be	very	effective	against	small	mammals	but	in	humans	tend	to	cause	only	itching	or	mild	irritation	if	lodged	in	the	skin.		If	the	spines	don’t	deter	an
attacker,	this	tarantula	can	also	bite	and	is	venomous.	Though	the	venom	is	not	fatal	to	humans	it	does	contain	toxins	that	can	cause	a	range	of	allergic	reactions.	If	you	find	yourself	on	the	wrong	end	of	either	the	spines	or	a	tarantula	bite	it	is	advisable	to	seek	medical	advice.		Photo	by	Wikimedia	Commons	Tachymenis	Chilensis	or	Culebra	de	Cola	Corta
is	the	most	dangerous	snake	found	in	Chile.	But	although	it	is	venomous,	there	are	a	few	reasons	why	the	Slender	Snake	shouldn’t	concern	you	too	much.		Firstly	unlike	its	Peruvian	relative,	the	Chilean	slender	snake’s	venom	is	not	fatal	to	humans.	It	is	only	mildly	harmful	and	whilst	a	bite	can	be	painful	it	is	not	known	to	be	serious.	Secondly,	the	slender
snake	is	at	the	disadvantage	of	being	a	rear-fanged	species.	This	means	that	its	fangs	are	at	the	back	of	its	mouth.	To	inject	venom	into	its	prey,	the	slender	snake	must	first	transfer	its	victim	to	the	back	of	its	mouth	before	being	able	to	bite	down	and	inject	venom.	Whilst	this	method	is	effective	on	small	prey,	it	is	ineffective	on	large	creatures	and
humans.		Thirdly,	bites	from	this	snake	are	extremely	rare,	because	the	snake	itself	is	rare.	Although	it	inhabits	the	whole	of	Chile,	it	is	seldom	seen	and	recorded	incidents	of	one	biting	a	human	are	few	and	far	between.	Because	of	this	rarity	and	lack	of	sightings	the	snake	is	considered	near-threatened	by	the	IUCN.	Photo	by	Wikimedia	Commons
Philodryas	Chamissonis	or	Culebra	de	Cola	Larga,	is	the	second	dangerous	snake	you	might	come	across	in	Chile.	Endemic	to	Chile	this	snake	inhabits	a	range	of	habitats	from	the	northern	city	of	Copiapó	to	the	southern	town	of	Valdivia.		Reaching	up	to	5ft	in	length	the	Long-tailed	snake	is	the	largest	of	the	two	dangerous	snakes	found	in	Chile.	It	is
usually	grey	with	distinctive	black	and	white	stripes	running	the	length	of	its	body.	Like	the	slender	snake,	this	one	is	moderately	venomous,	rear-fanged,	and	rarely	found,	meaning	that	whilst	it	is	dangerous,	the	risk	is	low.		However,	bites	from	a	long-tailed	snake	can	be	painful	and	cause	large	amounts	of	swelling	so	it’s	always	wise	to	seek	medical
attention	in	the	event	of	a	bite.		Photo	by	Envato	Elements	The	last	creature	on	our	list	of	the	dangerous	animals	found	in	Chile	should	reassure	you	of	how	few	natural	threats	there	are	in	this	country.	We	don’t	expect	you	to	fear	a	bite	or	deadly	attack	by	these	rather	cute	little	critters.	The	threat	they	pose	is	because	of	the	virus	that	they	carry.		The
Hantavirus,	a	disease	found	in	both	North	and	South	America	can	cause	illness	and	death	in	people	exposed	to	it.	The	strain	of	Hantavirus	found	in	Chile,	the	Andes	Virus	is	carried	mainly	by	the	long-tailed	pygmy	rice	rat.	The	disease	is	found	in	the	rat’s	droppings	and	urine.	Humans	can	become	infected	if	they	handle	droppings	or	breathe	air	that
contains	fecal	particles.	In	rare	cases	with	the	Andes	Virus	humans	can	catch	it	from	prolonged	or	close	contact	with	another	infected	person.		The	disease	has	flu-like	symptoms,	to	begin	with:	fever,	headaches,	stomach	pain,	and	muscle	aches.	Leading	to	more	serious	symptoms	such	as	coughing,	fluid	on	the	lungs,	and	struggling	to	breathe.	The	disease
is	dangerous	and	has	a	high	mortality	rate	if	not	treated	correctly.			The	tiny	rat	is	generally	found	in	mountainous	regions,	forest	floors,	and	rural	areas.	Travelers	can	reduce	risk	by	avoiding	areas	infested	with	rodents	and	enclosed	areas	where	rodent	droppings	can	be	found.	Hands	should	be	washed	frequently	and	any	items	that	come	into	contact	with
rat	droppings	should	be	disinfected	thoroughly.	Whilst	camping	or	staying	in	rural	areas	it	is	wise	to	safeguard	all	food	from	rodents.	If	you	or	someone	you’re	traveling	with	come	into	contact	with	the	virus,	or	exhibits	any	symptoms	seek	help	from	a	medical	professional.		Pumas	are	objectively	the	most	dangerous	animals	in	Chile	because	an	attack	by
one	can	cause	severe	injury	or	death.	However	attacks	on	humans	by	Pumas	in	Chile	are	extremely	rare	and	so	long	as	care	is	taken	whilst	hiking	or	visiting	their	habitat,	visitors	should	be	safe.		There	are	few	snakes	in	Chile	when	compared	with	the	rest	of	South	America.	Since	it	does	not	have	a	tropical	climate,	giant	anacondas	and	boa	constrictors	the
like	of	which	are	found	in	the	Amazon,	do	not	live	in	Chile.	However,	there	are	still	one	or	two	snakes	that	it’s	worth	watching	out	for.	The	Chilean	Slender	Snake	is	the	most	dangerous.	Although	rare,	its	bite	is	moderately	venomous	and	can	cause	pain,	swelling,	and	discomfort.	The	Chilean	Recluse	is	the	most	dangerous	spider	in	Chile.	Its	bite	is	highly
venomous	and	can	cause	serious	illness	and	fatality	if	not	treated	properly.		Peru’s	shadows	conceal	nine	deadly	creatures	you	should	avoid:	the	unpredictable	Fer-de-Lance,	colorful	Coral	Snakes,	powerful	Jaguars,	massive	Bushmasters,	shocking	Electric	Eels,	prehistoric	Black	Caimans,	tiny	Amazonian	Scorpions,	deadly	Brazilian	Wandering	Spiders,	and
misunderstood	Red-Bellied	Piranhas.	While	these	animals	typically	don’t	seek	human	conflict,	they’ll	defend	themselves	when	threatened.	Understanding	their	habitats	and	behaviors	can	mean	the	difference	between	an	amazing	adventure	and	a	dangerous	encounter	in	Peru’s	diverse	ecosystems.	Key	Points	The	Fer-de-lance	snake	is	highly	unpredictable
when	cornered	and	delivers	venom	causing	severe	tissue	damage	and	potentially	fatal	bleeding.	Brazilian	Wandering	Spiders	actively	hunt	on	the	rainforest	floor	and	possess	highly	neurotoxic	venom	that	can	cause	intense	pain	or	death.	Bushmasters	exceed	3.5	meters	in	length	and	deliver	extremely	potent	venom	through	long,	hinged	fangs	while
emitting	a	whistle	before	striking.	The	Black	Caiman,	over	5	meters	long,	is	the	Amazon’s	largest	predator	and	maintains	ecological	balance	despite	facing	threats	from	poaching.	Electric	eels	generate	up	to	860	volts,	capable	of	causing	muscle	spasms	or	cardiac	arrest	when	encountered	in	shallow	Amazon	waters.	The	Fer-de-Lance:	Peru’s	Deadly	Pit
Viper	Among	Peru’s	dangerous	wildlife,	the	fer-de-lance	stands	as	one	of	the	most	feared	serpents	in	South	America.	Though	rare	in	Peru,	this	highly	venomous	pit	viper	is	found	exclusively	in	the	northern	Tumbes	Region,	typically	inhabiting	moist	lowland	environments	near	water	sources.	You’ll	encounter	this	deadly	snake	primarily	at	night	when	it
hunts	small	mammals,	frogs,	and	birds.	Its	scientific	name	Bothrops	asper	features	Greek-derived	terms	where	bothros	means	pit	and	ops	refers	to	face,	describing	the	heat-sensing	pits	this	viper	possesses.	What	makes	the	fer-de-lance	particularly	dangerous	is	its	unpredictable	nature—when	cornered,	it	becomes	highly	excitable	and	may	strike	with
lightning	speed.	Its	venom	causes	severe	tissue	damage	and	bleeding	that	can	be	fatal	without	immediate	treatment.	If	you’re	exploring	Peru’s	northern	rainforests,	exercise	extreme	caution—this	solitary	predator	often	lies	camouflaged	in	leaf	litter,	making	it	nearly	invisible	until	it’s	too	late.	Coral	Snakes:	Beautiful	But	Lethal	Peru’s	rainforests	harbor
another	deadly	reptile	that	commands	respect	despite	its	eye-catching	appearance—the	coral	snake.	While	most	coral	snake	species	aren’t	native	to	Peru,	the	Large	Coral	Snake	(Micrurus	lemniscatus)	thrives	in	the	country’s	eastern	regions	beyond	the	Andes.	You’ll	recognize	these	slender	predators	by	their	distinctive	tricolored	bands	of	red,	yellow,	and
black.	The	Annellated	Coral	Snake,	found	in	montane	areas,	displays	dark	blue	to	black	coloration	with	white	or	yellow	rings.	Don’t	let	their	beauty	fool	you—coral	snakes	are	highly	venomous.	They’re	typically	nocturnal	and	non-aggressive,	preferring	to	avoid	confrontation	unless	threatened.	Their	venom	contains	potent	neurotoxic	components	that	can
cause	paralysis	and	respiratory	issues	if	a	bite	occurs.	These	ambush	hunters	inhabit	dense	vegetation	in	rainforests	and	cloud	forests,	where	they	lay	small	clutches	of	eggs	and	help	control	small	animal	populations.	The	Mighty	Jaguar:	Amazon’s	Apex	Predator	Reigning	supreme	in	Peru’s	lush	forests,	the	mighty	jaguar	(Panthera	onca)	stands	as	the
undisputed	apex	predator	of	the	Amazon.	These	powerful	cats	measure	up	to	1.8	meters	long	and	can	weigh	a	staggering	113	kilograms.	The	magnificent	jaguar—Peru’s	apex	predator,	ruler	of	the	Amazon,	built	for	power	and	primal	dominance.	You’ll	want	to	keep	your	distance—jaguars	possess	extraordinary	strength	with	jaws	powerful	enough	to	pierce
turtle	shells	and	crocodile	skulls.	They’re	remarkably	versatile	hunters,	stalking	prey	both	on	land	and	in	water	at	speeds	reaching	80	km/h.	While	human	encounters	are	rare,	jaguars	deserve	your	utmost	respect.	Beyond	Peru,	these	magnificent	creatures	inhabit	diverse	environments	across	the	Americas	including	the	Pantanal	Wetlands	of	Brazil.	They’re
near	threatened	due	to	habitat	loss	and	human	conflict,	with	their	numbers	dwindling	across	Peru.	Despite	their	fearsome	reputation,	these	keystone	predators	are	crucial	for	ecosystem	health,	controlling	prey	populations	and	maintaining	ecological	balance	throughout	their	range.	Slithering	through	Peru’s	dense	rainforests,	the	Bushmaster	snake
(Lachesis	muta)	stands	as	one	of	South	America’s	most	lethal	predators.	Growing	over	3.5	meters	long,	these	members	of	the	Viperidae	family	are	the	largest	venomous	snakes	in	the	Western	Hemisphere.	You’ll	find	these	nocturnal	hunters	in	Peru’s	primary	and	secondary	forests,	where	they	lie	coiled	in	ambush	on	the	humid	forest	floor.	They’re
perfectly	adapted	to	temperatures	between	25°C	and	30°C,	making	tropical	climates	ideal	for	their	survival.	If	threatened,	they	may	emit	a	low	whistle-like	sound	while	wiggling	their	tail	before	striking.	Don’t	be	fooled	by	their	elusive	nature—Bushmasters	possess	extraordinarily	potent	venom	delivered	through	long,	hinged	fangs.	Their	diet	consists
primarily	of	small	mammals	like	rice	rats	and	agoutis,	though	they’ll	also	consume	birds,	reptiles,	and	even	porcupines	when	opportunity	arises.	Electric	Eels:	The	Amazon’s	Shocking	Inhabitants	Despite	their	name,	electric	eels	(Electrophorus	electricus)	aren’t	true	eels	but	rather	knife	fish	that	inhabit	the	murky	waters	of	Peru’s	Amazon	Basin.	These
powerful	predators	can	generate	up	to	860	volts	of	electricity—enough	to	stun	prey,	defend	themselves,	or	incapacitate	humans.	You’ll	find	them	lurking	in	slow-moving,	shallow	waters	where	they	use	electricity	not	only	for	hunting	but	also	for	navigation	and	communication	in	their	murky	environment.	When	threatened,	they’ll	deliver	painful	shocks	that
can	cause	muscle	spasms	and,	in	rare	cases,	cardiac	arrest.	Their	distinctive	snake-like	body	appearance	can	reach	lengths	of	up	to	8	feet,	making	them	imposing	creatures	in	their	habitat.	Although	they	typically	avoid	human	contact,	stepping	on	or	swimming	near	an	electric	eel	can	trigger	a	defensive	shock.	Their	ability	to	breathe	air	allows	them	to
survive	in	oxygen-poor	waters	where	you	mightn’t	expect	dangerous	predators.	Black	Caiman:	Peru’s	Prehistoric	Predator	The	black	caiman	(Melanosuchus	niger)	represents	one	of	Peru’s	most	formidable	apex	predators,	lurking	in	the	slow-moving	rivers	and	flooded	forests	of	the	Amazon	Basin.	You’ll	find	these	powerful	reptiles	along	steep	riverbanks
and	in	oxbow	lakes	throughout	the	Peruvian	Amazon,	where	they	maintain	ecological	balance	by	controlling	prey	populations.	These	impressive	predators	can	reach	over	5	meters	in	length,	making	them	the	largest	predator	in	the	Amazon	ecosystem.	Despite	protection	under	CITES	Appendix	I,	they	face	ongoing	threats	from	illegal	poaching	and	habitat
loss.	Despite	international	protection	efforts,	these	ancient	reptiles	continue	battling	poachers	and	shrinking	habitats	in	Peru’s	Amazon.	Black	caimans	are	superior	competitors	to	common	caimans,	dominating	prime	hunting	grounds	and	resources.	Their	population	suffered	severely	during	the	mid-20th	century	hunting	boom,	though	isolated	areas
maintain	healthy	numbers.	If	you’re	exploring	Peru’s	waterways,	exercise	extreme	caution—these	prehistoric-looking	predators	can	grow	massive,	with	powerful	jaws	designed	to	capture	everything	from	fish	to	larger	mammals.	Amazonian	Scorpions:	Tiny	Terrors	of	the	Forest	Floor	Tityus	species	prefer	stable,	non-flooded	forest	areas	where	they	can
establish	territories.	Children	face	greater	risk	from	scorpion	stings,	sometimes	requiring	hospital	treatment.	These	arachnids	are	found	throughout	the	Amazon	basin,	from	lowlands	to	pre-Andean	piedmont	regions.	Recent	research	by	František	Kovařík	and	colleagues	has	documented	four	new	species	of	Buthid	scorpions	from	a	single	Amazonian
locality	in	Peru,	highlighting	the	region’s	remarkable	biodiversity.	When	exploring	Peru’s	forests,	always	check	your	boots	before	putting	them	on	and	avoid	lifting	logs	or	debris	without	proper	gear.	Brazilian	Wandering	Spiders:	Nature’s	Deadly	Hitchhikers	Perhaps	the	most	feared	arachnids	in	South	America,	Brazilian	wandering	spiders	have	earned
their	reputation	as	Peru’s	deadliest	eight-legged	residents.	Unlike	typical	spiders,	these	hunters	don’t	build	webs	but	actively	roam	the	rainforest	floor	seeking	prey.	Found	throughout	Peru,	particularly	in	the	Tambopata	National	Reserve,	species	like	Phoneutria	fera	and	Phoneutria	reidyi	pack	highly	neurotoxic	venom	that	can	cause	intense	pain,
sweating,	and	in	rare	cases,	death.	When	threatened,	these	spiders	assume	a	distinct	defensive	posture	stance,	lifting	their	body	and	legs	high	while	swaying	from	side	to	side.	These	aggressive	hunters	possess	venom	potent	enough	to	induce	excruciating	pain	and	potentially	fatal	reactions	in	humans.	Their	habit	of	hiding	in	banana	shipments	and
vegetation	has	earned	them	the	nickname	“deadly	hitchhikers.”	If	you’re	exploring	Peru’s	rainforests,	always	check	your	shoes,	shake	out	clothing,	and	inspect	fruit	before	handling.	While	antivenom	is	available,	it’s	best	to	avoid	these	nocturnal	hunters	altogether	by	keeping	living	spaces	clean	and	well-lit.	Red	Bellied	Piranhas:	Misunderstood	River
Menaces	Red-bellied	piranhas,	despite	their	fearsome	reputation	perpetuated	by	Hollywood	films,	are	largely	misunderstood	residents	of	Peru’s	Amazon	basin.	They	typically	won’t	attack	humans	unless	provoked	or	when	blood	is	present	in	the	water.	These	opportunistic	feeders	travel	in	shoals	for	protection	and	hunting	efficiency,	thriving	in	murky,
slow-moving	waters	with	dense	vegetation.	These	fish	can	grow	up	to	15	inches	long	and	weigh	as	much	as	7	pounds	in	optimal	conditions.	You’ll	find	them	in	freshwater	river	systems,	lakes,	and	flooded	forests	throughout	the	Amazon,	where	they	ambush	prey	from	vegetation.	Their	advanced	sense	of	smell	and	lateral	line	system	allow	them	to	detect
prey	and	communicate	through	acoustic	signals.	During	breeding	season,	males	become	highly	territorial,	building	nests	and	guarding	eggs	until	they	hatch	within	2-3	days.	The	Sum	Up	Peru’s	wilderness	harbors	dangerous	animals	you	should	respect	rather	than	fear.	Always	research	before	hiking,	carry	a	first	aid	kit,	and	travel	with	experienced	guides.
In	2019,	a	British	tourist	survived	a	fer-de-lance	bite	in	the	Amazon	because	his	guide	knew	exactly	where	to	take	him	for	antivenom.	With	proper	preparation	and	awareness,	you’ll	safely	enjoy	Peru’s	remarkable	biodiversity	while	keeping	a	healthy	distance	from	its	deadly	inhabitants.	Country	in	South	America	This	article	is	about	the	country.	For	other
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code+51ISO	3166	codePEInternet	TLD.pe	Peru,[e]	officially	the	Republic	of	Peru,[f]	is	a	country	in	western	South	America.	It	is	bordered	to	the	north	by	Ecuador	and	Colombia,	to	the	east	by	Brazil,	to	the	southeast	by	Bolivia,	to	the	south	by	Chile,	and	to	the	south	and	west	by	the	Pacific	Ocean.	Peru	is	a	megadiverse	country,	with	habitats	ranging	from
the	arid	plains	of	the	Pacific	coastal	region	in	the	west,	to	the	peaks	of	the	Andes	mountains	extending	from	the	north	to	the	southeast	of	the	country,	to	the	tropical	Amazon	basin	rainforest	in	the	east	with	the	Amazon	River.[10]	Peru	has	a	population	of	over	32	million,	and	its	capital	and	largest	city	is	Lima.	At	1,285,216	km2	(496,225	sq	mi),	Peru	is	the
19th	largest	country	in	the	world,	and	the	third	largest	in	South	America.	Peruvian	territory	was	home	to	several	cultures	during	the	ancient	and	medieval	periods,	and	has	one	of	the	longest	histories	of	civilization	of	any	country,	tracing	its	heritage	back	to	the	10th	millennium	BCE	Caral–Supe	civilization,	the	earliest	civilization	in	the	Americas	and
considered	one	of	the	cradles	of	civilization.	Notable	succeeding	cultures	and	civilizations	include	the	Nazca	culture,	the	Wari	and	Tiwanaku	empires,	the	Kingdom	of	Cusco,	and	the	Inca	Empire,	the	largest	known	state	in	the	pre-Columbian	Americas.	The	Spanish	Empire	conquered	the	region	in	the	16th	century	and	Charles	V	established	a	viceroyalty
with	the	official	name	of	the	Kingdom	of	Peru	that	encompassed	most	of	its	South	American	territories,	with	its	capital	in	Lima.[11]	Higher	education	started	in	the	Americas	with	the	official	establishment	of	the	National	University	of	San	Marcos	in	Lima	in	1551.	Peru	formally	proclaimed	independence	from	Spain	in	1821,	and	following	the	military
campaigns	of	Bernardo	O'Higgins,	José	de	San	Martín,	and	Simón	Bolívar,	as	well	as	the	decisive	battle	of	Ayacucho,	it	completed	its	independence	in	1824.	In	the	ensuing	years,	the	country	first	suffered	from	political	instability	until	a	period	of	relative	economic	and	political	stability	began	due	to	the	exploitation	of	guano	that	ended	with	the	War	of	the
Pacific	(1879–1884).	Throughout	the	20th	century,	Peru	grappled	with	political	and	social	instability,	including	the	internal	conflict	between	the	state	and	guerrilla	groups,	interspersed	with	periods	of	economic	growth.	Implementation	of	Plan	Verde[12][13]	shifted	Peru	towards	neoliberal	economics	under	the	authoritarian	rule	of	Alberto	Fujimori	and
Vladimiro	Montesinos	in	the	1990s,	with	the	former's	political	ideology	of	Fujimorism	leaving	a	lasting	imprint	on	the	country's	governance	that	continues	to	present	day.[14][15]	The	2000s	marked	economic	expansion	and	poverty	reduction,	but	the	subsequent	decade	revealed	long-existing	sociopolitical	vulnerabilities,	exacerbated	by	a	political	crisis
instigated	by	Congress	and	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	precipitating	the	period	of	unrest	beginning	in	2022.[16]	The	sovereign	state	of	Peru	is	a	representative	democratic	republic	divided	into	25	regions.	Its	main	economic	activities	include	mining,	manufacturing,	agriculture	and	fishing,	along	with	other	growing	sectors	such	as	telecommunications	and
biotechnology.[17]	The	country	forms	part	of	The	Pacific	Pumas,	a	political	and	economic	grouping	of	countries	along	Latin	America's	Pacific	coast	that	share	common	trends	of	positive	growth,	stable	macroeconomic	foundations,	improved	governance	and	an	openness	to	global	integration.	Peru	ranks	high	in	social	freedom;[18]	it	is	an	active	member	of
the	Asia-Pacific	Economic	Cooperation,	the	Pacific	Alliance,	the	Comprehensive	and	Progressive	Agreement	for	Trans-Pacific	Partnership	and	the	World	Trade	Organization;	and	is	considered	as	a	middle	power.[19]	Peru's	population	includes	Mestizos,	Amerindians,	Europeans,	Africans	and	Asians.	The	main	spoken	language	is	Spanish,	although	a
significant	number	of	Peruvians	speak	Quechuan	languages,	Aymara,	or	other	Indigenous	languages.	This	mixture	of	cultural	traditions	has	resulted	in	a	wide	diversity	of	expressions	in	fields	such	as	art,	cuisine,	literature,	and	music.	Peru	has	recently	gained	international	recognition	for	its	vibrant	gastronomy,	blending	Indigenous,	Spanish,	African,	and
Asian	influences.	Lima	is	now	considered	a	global	culinary	capital,	home	to	award-winning	restaurants	like	Central	and	Maido.[20]	The	name	of	the	country	may	be	derived	from	Birú,	the	name	of	a	local	ruler	who	lived	near	the	Bay	of	San	Miguel,	Panama	City,	in	the	early	16th	century.[21]	Spanish	conquistadors,	who	arrived	in	1522,	believed	this	was
the	southernmost	part	of	the	New	World.[22]	When	Francisco	Pizarro	invaded	the	regions	farther	south,	they	came	to	be	designated	Birú	or	Perú.[23]	An	alternative	history	is	provided	by	the	contemporary	writer	Inca	Garcilaso	de	la	Vega,	son	of	an	Inca	princess	and	a	conquistador.	He	said	the	name	Birú	was	that	of	a	common	Amerindian	who	was
happened	upon	by	the	crew	of	a	ship	on	an	exploratory	mission	for	governor	Pedro	Arias	Dávila	and	went	on	to	relate	more	instances	of	misunderstandings	due	to	the	lack	of	a	common	language.[24]	The	Spanish	crown	gave	the	name	legal	status	with	the	1529	Capitulación	de	Toledo,	which	designated	the	newly	encountered	Inca	Empire	as	the	province
of	Peru.[25]	In	1561,	the	rebel	Lope	de	Aguirre	declared	himself	the	"Prince"	of	an	independent	Peru,	which	was	cut	short	by	his	arrest	and	execution.	Under	Spanish	rule,	the	country	adopted	the	denomination	Viceroyalty	of	Peru,	which	became	the	Peruvian	Republic	from	its	independence	until	1979,	when	it	adopted	its	current	name	of	Republic	of	Peru.
[26]	Main	article:	History	of	Peru	See	also:	Periodization	of	pre-Columbian	Peru,	Agricultural	history	of	Peru,	and	Economic	history	of	Peru	Main	articles:	Pre-Columbian	Peru	and	Andean	civilizations	Remains	of	a	Caral/Norte	Chico	pyramid	in	the	arid	Supe	Valley	The	earliest	evidences	of	human	presence	in	Peruvian	territory	have	been	dated	to
approximately	12,500	BCE	in	the	Huaca	Prieta	settlement.[27]	Andean	societies	were	based	on	agriculture,	using	techniques	such	as	irrigation	and	terracing;	camelid	husbandry	and	fishing	were	also	important.	Organization	relied	on	reciprocity	and	redistribution	because	these	societies	had	no	notion	of	market	or	money.	The	oldest	known	complex
society	in	Peru,	the	Caral-Supe	civilization,	flourished	along	the	coast	of	the	Pacific	Ocean	between	3,000	and	1,800	BCE.[28][29]	These	early	developments	were	followed	by	archaeological	cultures	that	developed	mostly	around	the	coastal	and	Andean	regions	throughout	Peru.	The	Cupisnique	culture	which	flourished	from	around	1000	to	200	BCE[30]
along	what	is	now	Peru's	Pacific	coast	was	an	example	of	early	pre-Inca	culture.	Moche	earrings	depicting	warriors,	made	of	turquoise	and	gold	(1–800	CE)	The	Chavín	culture	that	developed	from	1500	to	300	BCE	was	probably	more	of	a	religious	than	a	political	phenomenon,	with	their	religious	center	in	Chavín	de	Huantar.[31]	After	the	decline	of	the
Chavin	culture	around	the	beginning	of	the	1st	century	CE,	a	series	of	localized	and	specialized	cultures	rose	and	fell,	both	on	the	coast	and	in	the	highlands,	during	the	next	thousand	years.	On	the	coast,	these	included	the	civilizations	of	the	Paracas,	Nazca,	Wari,	and	the	more	outstanding	Chimu	and	Moche.	The	Moche,	who	reached	their	apogee	in	the
first	millennium	CE,	were	renowned	for	their	irrigation	system	which	fertilized	their	arid	terrain,	their	sophisticated	ceramic	pottery,	their	lofty	buildings,	and	clever	metalwork.[32][33]	The	Chimu	were	the	great	city	builders	of	pre-Inca	civilization;	as	a	loose	confederation	of	walled	cities	scattered	along	the	coast	of	northern	Peru,	the	Chimu	flourished
from	about	1140	to	1450.[34][35]	Their	capital	was	at	Chan	Chan	outside	of	modern-day	Trujillo.[34]	In	the	highlands,	both	the	Tiahuanaco	culture,	near	Lake	Titicaca	in	both	Peru	and	Bolivia,[36]	and	the	Wari	culture,	near	the	present-day	city	of	Ayacucho,	developed	large	urban	settlements	and	wide-ranging	state	systems	between	500	and	1000	CE.[37]
[38]	The	citadel	of	Machu	Picchu,	an	iconic	symbol	of	pre-Columbian	Peru	In	the	15th	century,	the	Incas	emerged	as	a	powerful	state	which,	in	the	span	of	a	century,	formed	the	largest	empire	in	the	pre-Columbian	Americas	with	their	capital	in	Cusco.[39][40][41]	The	Incas	of	Cusco	originally	represented	one	of	the	small	and	relatively	minor	ethnic
groups,	the	Quechuas.	Gradually,	as	early	as	the	thirteenth	century,	they	began	to	expand	and	incorporate	their	neighbors.	Inca	expansion	was	slow	until	about	the	middle	of	the	fifteenth	century,	when	the	pace	of	conquest	began	to	accelerate,	particularly	under	the	rule	of	the	emperor	Pachacuti.[42]	Under	his	rule	and	that	of	his	son,	Topa	Inca
Yupanqui,	the	Incas	came	to	control	most	of	the	Andean	region,	with	a	population	of	9	to	16	million	inhabitants	under	their	rule.	Pachacuti	also	promulgated	a	comprehensive	code	of	laws	to	govern	his	far-flung	empire,	while	consolidating	his	absolute	temporal	and	spiritual	authority	as	the	God	of	the	Sun	who	ruled	from	a	magnificently	rebuilt	Cusco.[43]
From	1438	to	1533,	the	Incas	used	a	variety	of	methods,	from	conquest	to	peaceful	assimilation,	to	incorporate	a	large	portion	of	western	South	America,	centered	on	the	Andean	mountain	ranges,	from	southern	Colombia	to	northern	Chile,	between	the	Pacific	Ocean	in	the	west	and	the	Amazon	rainforest	in	the	east.	The	official	language	of	the	empire
was	Quechua,[44]	although	hundreds	of	local	languages	and	dialects	were	spoken.	The	Inca	referred	to	their	empire	as	Tawantinsuyu	which	can	be	translated	as	"The	Four	Regions"	or	"The	Four	United	Provinces."	Many	local	forms	of	worship	persisted	in	the	empire,	most	of	them	concerning	local	sacred	Huacas,	but	the	Inca	leadership	encouraged	the
worship	of	Inti,	the	sun	god	and	imposed	its	sovereignty	above	other	cults	such	as	that	of	Pachamama.[45]	The	Incas	considered	their	King,	the	Sapa	Inca,	to	be	the	"child	of	the	sun."[46][47]	Main	articles:	Spanish	conquest	of	Peru	and	Viceroyalty	of	Peru	Los	funerales	de	Atahualpa	(1867)	by	Luis	Montero.	Atahualpa	was	the	last	Sapa	Inca,	executed	by
the	Spaniards	on	29	August	1533.	Atahualpa	(or	Atahuallpa),	the	last	Sapa	Inca,	became	emperor	when	he	defeated	and	executed	his	older	half-brother	Huáscar	in	a	civil	war	sparked	by	the	death	of	their	father,[48]	Inca	Huayna	Capac.	In	December	1532,	a	party	of	conquistadors	(supported	by	the	Chankas,	Huancas,	Cañaris	and	Chachapoyas	as	Indian
auxiliaries)	led	by	Francisco	Pizarro	defeated	and	captured	the	Inca	Emperor	Atahualpa	in	the	Battle	of	Cajamarca.[49]	After	years	of	preliminary	exploration	and	military	conflicts,	it	was	the	first	step	in	a	long	campaign	that	took	decades	of	fighting	but	ended	in	Spanish	victory	and	colonization	of	the	region	known	as	the	Viceroyalty	of	Peru	with	its
capital	at	Lima,	which	was	then	known	as	"La	Ciudad	de	los	Reyes"	(The	City	of	Kings).	The	conquest	of	Peru	led	to	spin-off	campaigns	throughout	the	viceroyalty	as	well	as	expeditions	towards	the	Amazon	Basin	as	in	the	case	of	Spanish	efforts	to	quell	Amerindian	resistance.	The	last	Inca	resistance	was	suppressed	when	the	Spaniards	annihilated	the
Neo-Inca	State	in	Vilcabamba	in	1572.	The	Indigenous	population	dramatically	collapsed	overwhelmingly	due	to	epidemic	diseases	introduced	by	the	Spanish	as	well	as	exploitation	and	socio-economic	change.[50]	Viceroy	Francisco	de	Toledo	reorganized	the	country	in	the	1570s	with	gold	and	silver	mining	as	its	main	economic	activity	and	Amerindian
forced	labor	as	its	primary	workforce.	With	the	discovery	of	the	great	silver	and	gold	lodes	at	Potosí	(present-day	Bolivia)	and	Huancavelica,	the	viceroyalty	flourished	as	an	important	provider	of	mineral	resources.	Peruvian	bullion	provided	revenue	for	the	Spanish	Crown	and	fueled	a	complex	trade	network	that	extended	as	far	as	Europe	and	the
Philippines.	The	commercial	and	population	exchanges	between	Latin	America	and	Asia	undergone	via	the	Manila	Galleons	transiting	through	Acapulco,	had	Callao	at	Peru	as	the	furthest	endpoint	of	the	trade	route	in	the	Americas.[51]	In	relation	to	this,	Don	Sebastian	Hurtado	de	Corcuera,	governor	of	Panama	was	also	responsible	for	settling
Zamboanga	City	in	the	Philippines	by	employing	Peruvian	soldiers	and	colonists.[52]	African	slaves	were	added	to	the	labor	population	to	expand	the	workforce.	The	expansion	of	a	colonial	administrative	apparatus	and	bureaucracy	paralleled	the	economic	reorganization.	With	the	conquest	started	the	spread	of	Christianity	in	South	America;	most	people
were	forcefully	converted	to	Catholicism,	with	Spanish	clerics	believing	like	Puritan	divines	of	English	colonies	later	that	the	Native	Peoples	"had	been	corrupted	by	the	Devil,	who	was	working	"through	them	to	frustrate"	their	foundations.[53]	It	only	took	a	generation	to	convert	the	population.	They	built	churches	in	every	city	and	replaced	some	of	the
Inca	temples	with	churches,	such	as	the	Coricancha	in	the	city	of	Cusco.	The	church	employed	the	Inquisition,	making	use	of	torture	to	ensure	that	newly	converted	Catholics	did	not	stray	to	other	religions	or	beliefs,	and	monastery	schools,	educating	girls,	especially	of	the	Inca	nobility	and	upper	class,	"until	they	were	old	enough	either	to	profess	[to
become	a	nun]	or	to	leave	the	monastery	and	assume	the	role	('estado')	in	the	Christian	society	that	their	fathers	planned	to	erect"	in	Peru.[54]	Peruvian	Catholicism	follows	the	syncretism	found	in	many	Latin	American	countries,	in	which	religious	native	rituals	have	been	integrated	with	Christian	celebrations.[55]	In	this	endeavor,	the	church	came	to
play	an	important	role	in	the	acculturation	of	the	Natives,	drawing	them	into	the	cultural	orbit	of	the	Spanish	settlers.	Túpac	Amaru	II	By	the	18th	century,	declining	silver	production	and	economic	diversification	greatly	diminished	royal	income.	In	response,	the	Crown	enacted	the	Bourbon	Reforms,	a	series	of	edicts	that	increased	taxes	and	partitioned
the	Viceroyalty.	The	new	laws	provoked	Túpac	Amaru	II's	rebellion	and	other	revolts,	all	of	which	were	suppressed.	As	a	result	of	these	and	other	changes,	the	Spaniards	and	their	creole	successors	came	to	monopolize	control	over	the	land,	seizing	many	of	the	best	lands	abandoned	by	the	massive	native	depopulation.	However,	the	Spanish	did	not	resist
the	Portuguese	expansion	of	Brazil	across	the	meridian.	The	Treaty	of	Tordesillas	was	rendered	meaningless	between	1580	and	1640	while	Spain	controlled	Portugal.	The	need	to	ease	communication	and	trade	with	Spain	led	to	the	split	of	the	viceroyalty	and	the	creation	of	new	viceroyalties	of	New	Granada	and	Rio	de	la	Plata	at	the	expense	of	the
territories	that	formed	the	Viceroyalty	of	Peru;	this	reduced	the	power,	prominence	and	importance	of	Lima	as	the	viceroyal	capital	and	shifted	the	lucrative	Andean	trade	to	Buenos	Aires	and	Bogotá,	while	the	fall	of	the	mining	and	textile	production	accelerated	the	progressive	decay	of	the	Viceroyalty	of	Peru.	Eventually,	the	viceroyalty	would	dissolve,
as	with	much	of	the	Spanish	empire,	when	challenged	by	national	independence	movements	at	the	beginning	of	the	nineteenth	century.	These	movements	led	to	the	formation	of	the	majority	of	modern-day	countries	of	South	America	in	the	territories	that	at	one	point	or	another	had	constituted	the	Viceroyalty	of	Peru.[56]	The	conquest	and	colony	brought
a	mix	of	cultures	and	ethnicities	that	did	not	exist	before	the	Spanish	conquered	the	Peruvian	territory.	Even	though	many	of	the	Inca	traditions	were	lost	or	diluted,	new	customs,	traditions	and	knowledge	were	added,	creating	a	rich	mixed	Peruvian	culture.[55]	Two	of	the	most	important	Indigenous	rebellions	against	the	Spanish	were	that	of	Juan	Santos
Atahualpa	in	1742,	and	Rebellion	of	Túpac	Amaru	II	in	1780	around	the	highlands	near	Cuzco.[57]	Main	article:	Peruvian	War	of	Independence	The	Battle	of	Ayacucho	was	decisive	in	ensuring	Peruvian	independence.	In	the	early	19th	century,	while	most	South	American	nations	were	swept	by	wars	of	independence,	Peru	remained	a	royalist	stronghold.
As	the	elite	vacillated	between	emancipation	and	loyalty	to	the	Spanish	monarchy,	independence	was	achieved	only	after	the	occupation	by	military	campaigns	of	José	de	San	Martín	and	Simón	Bolívar.	The	economic	crises,	the	loss	of	power	of	Spain	in	Europe,	the	war	of	independence	in	North	America,	and	Native	uprisings	all	contributed	to	a	favorable
climate	to	the	development	of	emancipation	ideas	among	the	Criollo	population	in	South	America.	However,	the	Criollo	oligarchy	in	Peru	enjoyed	privileges	and	remained	loyal	to	the	Spanish	Crown.	The	liberation	movement	started	in	Argentina	where	autonomous	juntas	were	created	as	a	result	of	the	loss	of	authority	of	the	Spanish	government	over	its
colonies.	After	fighting	for	the	independence	of	the	Viceroyalty	of	Rio	de	la	Plata,	José	de	San	Martín	created	the	Army	of	the	Andes	and	crossed	the	Andes	in	21	days.	Once	in	Chile,	he	joined	forces	with	Chilean	army	General	Bernardo	O'Higgins	and	liberated	the	country	in	the	battles	of	Chacabuco	and	Maipú	in	1818.[58]	On	7	September	1820,	a	fleet	of
eight	warships	arrived	in	the	port	of	Paracas	under	the	command	of	General	José	de	San	Martín	and	Thomas	Cochrane,	who	was	serving	in	the	Chilean	Navy.	Immediately	on	26	October,	they	took	control	of	the	town	of	Pisco.	San	Martín	settled	in	Huacho	on	12	November,	where	he	established	his	headquarters	while	Cochrane	sailed	north	and	blockaded
the	port	of	Callao	in	Lima.	At	the	same	time	in	the	north,	Guayaquil	was	occupied	by	rebel	forces	under	the	command	of	Gregorio	Escobedo.	Because	Peru	was	the	stronghold	of	the	Spanish	government	in	South	America,	San	Martín's	strategy	to	liberate	Peru	was	to	use	diplomacy.	He	sent	representatives	to	Lima	urging	the	Viceroy	that	Peru	be	granted
independence,	however,	all	negotiations	proved	unsuccessful.	San	Martín	proclaiming	the	independence	of	Peru.	Painting	by	Juan	Lepiani.	The	Viceroy	of	Peru,	Joaquín	de	la	Pazuela	named	José	de	la	Serna	commander-in-chief	of	the	loyalist	army	to	protect	Lima	from	the	threatened	invasion	by	San	Martín.	On	29	January,	de	la	Serna	organized	a	coup
against	de	la	Pazuela,	which	was	recognized	by	Spain	and	he	was	named	Viceroy	of	Peru.	This	internal	power	struggle	contributed	to	the	success	of	the	liberating	army.	To	avoid	a	military	confrontation,	San	Martín	met	the	newly	appointed	viceroy,	José	de	la	Serna,	and	proposed	to	create	a	constitutional	monarchy,	a	proposal	that	was	turned	down.	De	la
Serna	abandoned	the	city,	and	on	12	July	1821,	San	Martín	occupied	Lima	and	declared	Peruvian	independence	on	28	July	1821.	He	created	the	first	Peruvian	flag.	Upper	Peru	(present-day	Bolivia)	remained	as	a	Spanish	stronghold	until	the	army	of	Simón	Bolívar	liberated	it	three	years	later.	José	de	San	Martín	was	declared	Protector	of	Peru.	Peruvian
national	identity	was	forged	during	this	period,	as	Bolivarian	projects	for	a	Latin	American	Confederation	floundered	and	a	union	with	Bolivia	proved	ephemeral.[59]	Simón	Bolívar	launched	his	campaign	from	the	north,	liberating	the	Viceroyalty	of	New	Granada	in	the	Battles	of	Carabobo	in	1821	and	Pichincha	a	year	later.	In	July	1822,	Bolívar	and	San
Martín	gathered	in	the	Guayaquil	Conference.	Bolívar	was	left	in	charge	of	fully	liberating	Peru	while	San	Martín	retired	from	politics	after	the	first	parliament	was	assembled.	The	newly	founded	Peruvian	Congress	named	Bolívar	dictator	of	Peru,	giving	him	the	power	to	organize	the	military.	With	the	help	of	Antonio	José	de	Sucre,	they	defeated	the
larger	Spanish	army	in	the	Battle	of	Junín	on	6	August	1824	and	the	decisive	Battle	of	Ayacucho	on	9	December	of	the	same	year,	consolidating	the	independence	of	Peru	and	Upper	Peru.	Upper	Peru	was	later	established	as	Bolivia.	During	the	early	years	of	the	Republic,	endemic	struggles	for	power	between	military	leaders	caused	political	instability.
[60]	Once	independence	was	proclaimed,	San	Martín	assumed	military-political	command	of	the	free	departments	of	Peru,	under	the	title	of	Protector,	according	to	a	decree	given	on	August	3,	1821.	The	works	of	the	Protectorate	contributed	to	the	creation	of	the	National	Library	(in	favor	of	knowledge),	the	approval	of	the	National	Anthem,	and	the
abolition	of	the	mita	(in	favor	of	the	indigenous	people).	On	December	27,	1821,	San	Martín	created	three	ministries:	Ministry	of	State	and	Foreign	Affairs,	committing	Juan	García	del	Río;	Ministry	of	War	and	Navy,	to	Bernardo	de	Monteagudo;	and	Ministry	of	Finance,	to	Hipólito	Unanue.	From	the	1840s	to	the	1860s	Peru	enjoyed	a	period	of	stability
under	the	presidency	of	Ramón	Castilla,	through	increased	state	revenues	from	guano	exports.[61]	In	1864,	a	Spanish	expedition	occupied	the	Chincha	Islands	(guano	producers)	and	unleashed	an	international	incident	with	great	consequences	in	Peruvian	internal	politics,	which	led	to	a	coup	d'état	against	President	Juan	Antonio	Pezet,	Mariano's
government.	Peru,	with	the	help	of	Bolivia,	Chile	and	Ecuador,	sent	a	declaration	of	war	on	Spain.	After	the	battle	of	Callao	on	May	2,	1866,	the	Spanish	Navy	withdrew	from	Peru.	The	government	of	José	Balta	was	lavish	in	infrastructure	works	(construction	of	the	Central	Railway)	although	the	first	signs	of	excess	government	spending	were	already
perceived.	By	the	1870s	the	guano	resources	had	been	depleted,	the	country	was	heavily	indebted,	and	political	in-fighting	was	again	on	the	rise.[62]	The	Battle	of	Angamos,	during	the	War	of	the	Pacific	By	1859,	some	41,000	Peruvians	had	died	in	the	constant	civil	wars	that	shook	the	country	since	1829.	Thanks	to	the	money	from	the	sale	of	guano,	Peru
began	to	modernize	with	different	public	works	such	as	railways;	the	civil	and	military	bureaucracy	grew;	The	indigenous	people	stopped	paying	tribute	and	the	slaves	achieved	their	freedom;	The	migration	policy	of	Germans,	Austrians,	Irish	and	Italians	began.	On	April	5,	1879,	Chile	declared	war	on	Peru,	unleashing	the	Pacific	War.	The	casus	belli	was
the	confrontation	between	Bolivia	and	Chile	over	a	tax	problem	in	which	Peru	was	compromised	by	the	Treaty	of	Defensive	Alliance	signed	with	Bolivia	in	1873.	However,	Peruvian	historiography	is	unanimous	in	maintaining	that	the	deep	cause	of	this	war	was	Chile's	ambition	to	take	over	the	nitrate	and	guano	territories	of	southern	Peru.	In	the	first
stage	of	the	war,	the	naval	campaign,	the	Peruvian	navy	repelled	the	Chilean	attack	until	October	8,	1879,	the	day	in	which	the	naval	combat	of	Angamos	was	fought,	where	the	Chilean	navy	with	its	ships	Cochrane,	Blanco	Encalada,	Loa	and	Covadonga	cornered	the	monitor	Huáscar,	the	main	ship	of	the	Peruvian	navy	commanded	by	Admiral	AP	Miguel
Grau,	who	died	in	the	fray	and	since	then	became	Peru's	greatest	hero.	In	1879	Peru	entered	the	War	of	the	Pacific,	which	lasted	until	1884.	Bolivia	invoked	its	alliance	with	Peru	against	Chile.	The	Peruvian	Government	tried	to	mediate	the	dispute	by	sending	a	diplomatic	team	to	negotiate	with	the	Chilean	government,	but	the	committee	concluded	that
war	was	inevitable.	Peruvian	historiography	is	unanimous	in	maintaining	that	the	deep	cause	of	this	war	was	Chile's	ambition	to	take	over	the	nitrate	and	guano	territories	of	southern	Peru	and	Bolivia.	Battle	of	Arica,	painted	by	Juan	Lepiani	Almost	five	years	of	war	ended	with	the	loss	of	the	department	of	Tarapacá	and	the	provinces	of	Tacna	and	Arica,
in	the	Atacama	region.	Francisco	Bolognesi	and	Miguel	Grau	are	both	renowned	heros	of	the	war.	Originally	Chile	committed	to	a	referendum	for	the	cities	of	Arica	and	Tacna	to	be	held	years	later,	to	self	determine	their	national	affiliation.	However,	Chile	refused	to	apply	the	Treaty,	and	neither	of	the	countries	could	determine	the	statutory	framework.
The	War	of	the	Pacific	was	the	bloodiest	war	Peru	has	fought	in.	After	the	War	of	the	Pacific,	an	extraordinary	effort	of	rebuilding	began.	The	government	started	to	initiate	a	number	of	social	and	economic	reforms	to	recover	from	the	damage	of	the	war.	Political	stability	was	achieved	only	in	the	early	1900s.	The	signing	of	the	Rio	Protocol	in	January
1942	Internal	struggles	after	the	war	were	followed	by	a	period	of	stability	under	the	Civilista	Party,	which	lasted	until	the	onset	of	the	authoritarian	regime	of	Augusto	B.	Leguía.	The	Great	Depression	caused	the	downfall	of	Leguía,	renewed	political	turmoil,	and	the	emergence	of	the	American	Popular	Revolutionary	Alliance	(APRA).[63]	The	rivalry
between	this	organization	and	a	coalition	of	the	elite	and	the	military	defined	Peruvian	politics	for	the	following	three	decades.	A	final	peace	treaty	in	1929,	signed	between	Peru	and	Chile	called	the	Treaty	of	Lima,	returned	Tacna	to	Peru.	Between	1932	and	1933,	Peru	was	engulfed	in	a	year-long	war	with	Colombia	over	a	territorial	dispute	involving	the
Amazonas	Department	and	its	capital	Leticia.	In	1941	Peru	and	Ecuador	fought	the	Ecuadorian–Peruvian	War,	after	which	the	Rio	Protocol	sought	to	formalize	the	boundary	between	those	two	countries.	In	a	military	coup	on	29	October	1948,	General	Manuel	A.	Odría	became	president.	Odría's	presidency	was	known	as	the	Ochenio.	He	came	down	hard
on	APRA,	momentarily	pleasing	the	oligarchy	and	all	others	on	the	right,	but	followed	a	populist	course	that	won	him	great	favor	with	the	poor	and	lower	classes.	A	thriving	economy	allowed	him	to	indulge	in	expensive	but	crowd-pleasing	social	policies.	At	the	same	time,	however,	civil	rights	were	severely	restricted	and	corruption	was	rampant
throughout	his	regime.	Odría	was	succeeded	by	Manuel	Prado	Ugarteche.	However,	widespread	allegations	of	fraud	prompted	the	Peruvian	military	to	depose	Prado	and	install	a	military	junta,	via	a	coup	d'état	led	by	Ricardo	Pérez	Godoy.	Godoy	ran	a	short	transitional	government	and	held	new	elections	in	1963,	which	were	won	by	Fernando	Belaúnde
Terry	who	assumed	presidency	until	1968.	Belaúnde	was	recognized	for	his	commitment	to	the	democratic	process.	Military	Junta	of	1968	On	3	October	1968	another	coup	d'état	led	by	a	group	of	officers	led	by	General	Juan	Velasco	Alvarado	brought	the	army	to	power	with	the	aim	of	applying	a	doctrine	of	"social	progress	and	integral	development",
nationalist	and	reformist,	influenced	by	the	Comisión	Económica	para	América	Latina	y	el	Caribe	(CEPAL),	i.e.	the	“United	Nations	Economic	Commission	for	Latin	America	and	the	Caribean”	theses	on	dependence	and	underdevelopment.	Six	days	after	the	golpe,	Velasco	proceeded	to	nationalize	the	International	Petroleum	Corporation	(IPC),	the	North
American	company	that	exploited	Peruvian	oil,	and	then	launched	a	reform	of	the	state	apparatus,	an	agrarian	reform.	It	was	the	biggest	agrarian	reform	ever	undertaken	in	Latin	America:	it	abolished	the	latifunda	system	and	modernized	agriculture	through	a	more	equitable	redistribution	of	land	(90%	of	the	peasants	formed	cooperatives	or	agricultural
societies	of	social	interest).	Land	was	to	be	owned	by	those	who	cultivated	it,	and	large	landowners	were	expropriated.	The	only	large	properties	allowed	were	cooperatives.	Between	1969	and	1976,	325,000	families	received	land	from	the	state	with	an	average	size	of	73.6	acres	(29.8	hectares).	The	"revolutionary	government"	also	planned	massive
investments	in	education,	elevated	the	Quechua	language	–	spoken	by	nearly	half	the	population	but	hitherto	despised	by	the	authorities	–	to	a	status	equivalent	to	that	of	Spanish	and	established	equal	rights	for	natural	children.	Peru	wished	to	free	itself	from	any	dependence	and	carried	out	a	third-world	foreign	policy.	The	United	States	responded	with
commercial,	economic	and	diplomatic	pressure.	In	1973	Peru	seemed	to	triumph	over	the	financial	blockade	imposed	by	Washington	by	negotiating	a	loan	from	the	International	Development	Bank	to	finance	its	agricultural	and	mining	development	policy.	The	relations	with	Chile	became	very	tense	after	the	coup	d'état	of	the	general	Pinochet.	General
Edgardo	Mercado	Jarrin	(Prime	Minister	and	Commander-in-Chief	of	the	Army)	and	Admiral	Guillermo	Faura	Gaig	(Minister	of	the	Navy)	both	escaped	assassination	attempts	within	weeks	of	each	other.	In	1975	General	Francisco	Morales	Bermúdez	Cerruti	seized	power	and	broke	with	the	policies	of	his	predecessor.	His	regime	occasionally	participated
in	Operation	Condor	in	collaboration	with	other	American	military	dictatorships.[64][65]	President	Alan	García's	economic	policies	distanced	Peru	from	international	markets	further,	resulting	in	lower	foreign	investment	in	the	country.[66]	After	the	country	experienced	chronic	inflation,	in	mid-1985,	the	Peruvian	sol	was	replaced	by	the	inti,	which	itself
was	replaced	by	the	nuevo	sol	in	July	1991	(the	new	sol	had	a	cumulative	value	of	one	billion	old	soles).	At	the	end	of	the	1980s,	the	per	capita	annual	income	of	Peruvians	fell	to	$720	(below	the	level	of	1960)	and	Peru's	GDP	dropped	20%,	with	national	reserves	running	a	$900	million	deficit.	The	economic	turbulence	of	the	time	acerbated	social	tensions
in	Peru	and	partly	contributed	to	the	rise	of	violent	rebel	rural	insurgent	movements,	like	Sendero	Luminoso	(Shining	Path)	and	MRTA,	which	caused	great	havoc	throughout	the	country.[67][68][69]	President	Alberto	Fujimori	during	his	first	term	The	Peruvian	armed	forces,	frustrated	with	the	inability	of	the	García	administration	to	handle	the	nation's
crises,	drafted	the	Plan	Verde,	which	involved	the	genocide	of	impoverished	and	indigenous	Peruvians,	the	control	or	censorship	of	the	media	in	Peru,	and	the	establishment	of	a	neoliberal	economy	controlled	by	a	military	junta.[70][71][72]	Alberto	Fujimori	assumed	the	presidency	in	1990	and,	according	to	the	head	of	the	National	Intelligence	Service
(SIN)	Rospigliosi,	an	understanding	was	established	between	Fujimori,	Vladimiro	Montesinos,	and	some	of	the	military	officers	involved	in	Plan	Verde	to	abide	by	the	military's	demands	prior	to	Fujimori's	inauguration.[73][74][75]	Fujimori	would	go	on	to	adopt	many	of	the	policies	outlined	in	Plan	Verde,	which	led	to	a	precitious	drop	in	inflation	from
7,650%	at	the	start	of	1990	to	139%	in	1991	and	57%	in	1992.[67][68][73]	When	Fujimori	faced	opposition	to	his	reform	efforts,	he	dissolved	Congress,	suspending	the	judiciary,	arresting	several	opposition	leaders	and	assuming	full	powers	in	the	auto-golpe	("self-coup")	of	5	April	1992.[76][73][77]	He	then	revised	the	constitution,	called	new
congressional	elections,	and	implemented	substantial	economic	reform,	including	privatization	of	numerous	state-owned	companies,	creation	of	an	investment-friendly	climate,	and	sound	management	of	the	economy.	Nonetheless,	these	policies	did	not	benefit	the	poorest	much,	and	inequality	persisted	despite	Fujimori's	economic	achievements.[75][78]
Fujimori's	administration	was	dogged	by	insurgent	groups,	most	notably	Shining	Path,	which	carried	out	attacks	across	the	country	throughout	the	1980s	and	1990s.	Fujimori	cracked	down	on	the	insurgents	and	was	successful	in	largely	quelling	them	by	the	late	1990s,	but	the	fight	was	marred	by	atrocities	committed	by	both	the	Peruvian	security	forces
and	the	insurgents:	the	Barrios	Altos	massacre	and	La	Cantuta	massacre	by	Government	paramilitary	groups,	and	the	bombings	of	Tarata	and	Frecuencia	Latina	by	Sendero	Luminoso.	Fujimori	would	also	broaden	the	definition	of	terrorism	in	an	effort	to	criminalize	as	many	actions	possible	to	persecute	left-wing	political	opponents.[14]	Using	the
terruqueo,	a	fearmongering	tactic	that	was	used	to	accuse	opponents	of	terrorism,	Fujimori	established	a	cult	of	personality	by	portraying	himself	as	a	hero	and	made	left-wing	ideologies	an	eternal	enemy	in	Peru.[14]	Those	incidents	subsequently	came	to	symbolize	the	human	rights	violations	committed	in	the	last	years	of	violence.[79]	His	Programa
Nacional	de	Población,	'National	Population	Program'	also	resulted	with	the	forced	sterilization	of	at	least	300,000	poor	and	indigenous	women.[74][80][81]	In	early	1995,	once	again	Peru	and	Ecuador	clashed	in	the	Cenepa	War,	but	in	1998	the	governments	of	both	nations	signed	a	peace	treaty	that	clearly	demarcated	the	international	boundary
between	them.	In	November	2000,	Fujimori	resigned	from	office	and	went	into	a	self-imposed	exile,	initially	avoiding	prosecution	for	human	rights	violations	and	corruption	charges	by	the	new	Peruvian	authorities.[82]	See	also:	Peruvian	political	crisis	(2016–present)	and	Peruvian	protests	(2022–2023)	Peru	tried	to	fight	corruption	while	sustaining
economic	growth	at	the	start	of	the	21st	century,[82]	though	Fujimorism	held	power	over	much	of	Peruvian	society	through	maintaining	control	of	institutions	and	legislation	created	in	the	1993	constitution,	which	was	written	by	Fujimori	and	his	supporters	without	opposition	participation.[14]	In	spite	of	human	rights	progress	since	the	time	of
insurgency,	many	problems	are	still	visible	and	show	the	continued	marginalization	of	those	who	suffered	through	the	violence	of	the	Peruvian	conflict.[83]	A	caretaker	government	presided	over	by	Valentín	Paniagua	took	on	the	responsibility	of	conducting	new	presidential	and	congressional	elections.	Afterwards	Alejandro	Toledo	became	president	in
2001	to	2006.	On	28	July	2006,	former	president	Alan	García	became	President	of	Peru	after	winning	the	2006	elections.	In	2006,	Alberto	Fujimori's	daughter,	Keiko	Fujimori,	entered	Peru's	political	arena	to	continue	her	father's	legacy	and	espouse	Fujimorism.[84][85][86]	In	May	2008,	Peru	became	a	member	of	the	Union	of	South	American	Nations.	In
April	2009,	former	president	Alberto	Fujimori	was	convicted	of	human	rights	violations	and	sentenced	to	25	years	in	prison	for	his	role	in	killings	and	kidnappings	by	the	Grupo	Colina	death	squad	during	his	government's	battle	against	leftist	guerrillas	in	the	1990s.[87]	During	the	presidencies	of	Ollanta	Humala,	Pedro	Pablo	Kuczynski	and	Martín
Vizcarra,	the	right-wing	Congress	led	by	Keiko	Fujimori	obstructed	much	of	the	actions	performed	by	the	presidents.[88][89]	On	5	June	2011,	Ollanta	Humala	was	elected	president,	with	his	cabinet	being	successfully	censured	by	the	Fujimorist	Congress.[90]	Beginning	with	Pedro	Pablo	Kuczynski,	Congress	used	broadly	interpreted	impeachment	wording
in	the	1993	Constitution	of	Peru	that	allowed	impeachment	of	the	president	without	cause[91][92][93][94]	to	place	pressure	on	the	president,	forcing	him	to	resign	in	2018	amid	various	controversies	surrounding	his	administration.	Vice	president	Martín	Vizcarra	then	assumed	office	in	March	2018	with	generally	favorable	approval	ratings	as	he	led	the
anti-corruption	constitutional	referendum	movement.[95][96]	The	COVID-19	pandemic	resulted	with	Peru	experiencing	the	highest	death	rate	from	COVID-19	in	the	world,	exposing	much	of	the	inequality	that	persisted	since	the	Fujimori	administration[78]	and	triggering	an	economic	crisis	that	led	to	Vizcara's	removal	from	the	presidency	by	Congress.
[97]	Widely	seen	as	a	coup	by	Congress,	its	head,	the	newly	seated	President	Manuel	Merino,	faced	protests	across	the	country,	and	after	five	days,	Merino	resigned	from	the	presidency.[98]	Merino	was	replaced	by	President	Francisco	Sagasti,	who	led	a	provisional,	centrist	government,	and	enforced	many	of	Vizcarra's	former	policies.[99]	Elections	were
held	on	11	April	2021,	and	Pedro	Castillo	of	the	Free	Peru	party	won	the	first	round,	followed	closely	by	Keiko	Fujimori,	with	right-wing	parties	allied	with	Fujimori	maintaining	positions	in	Congress.[100]	Demonstrations	in	Lima	during	the	2022–2023	Peruvian	political	protests	On	28	July	2021,	Pedro	Castillo	was	sworn	in	as	the	new	president	of	Peru
after	a	narrow	win	in	a	tightly	contested	run-off	election.[101]	That	same	year,	Peru	celebrated	the	bicentenary	of	independence.[102]	Castillo	faced	multiple	impeachment	votes	during	his	presidency	from	the	right-wing	controlled	Congress	and	on	7	December	2022,	just	hours	before	Congress	was	set	to	begin	a	third	impeachment	effort,	Castillo	tried	to
prevent	this	by	attempting	to	dissolve	the	opposition-controlled	legislature	and	create	an	"exceptional	emergency	government."	In	response,	Congress	quickly	held	an	emergency	session	on	the	same	day,	during	which	it	voted	101–6	(with	10	abstentions)	to	remove	Castillo	from	office	and	replace	him	with	Vice	President	Dina	Boluarte.	She	became	the
country's	first	female	president.[103][104]	Castillo	was	arrested	after	trying	to	flee	to	the	Mexican	embassy	and	was	charged	with	the	crime	of	rebellion.[105]	The	Boluarte	government	proved	unpopular	as	she	allied	herself	with	the	right-wing	Congress	and	the	military,	betraying	her	constituents.[16][106]	This	resentment	led	to	the	2022–2023	Peruvian
political	protests,	which	sought	the	removal	of	Boluarte	and	Congress,	immediate	general	elections	and	the	writing	of	a	new	constitution.	Authorities	responded	to	the	protests	violently,	with	the	Ayacucho	massacre	and	Juliaca	massacre	occurring	at	this	time,	resulting	with	the	most	violence	experienced	in	the	nation	in	over	two	decades.[16]	The	strong
response	by	the	political	elite	in	Lima	raised	concerns	that	they	sought	to	establish	an	authoritarian	or	civilian-military	government.[16][106][107]	Main	article:	Geography	of	Peru	Top	to	bottom:	Manu	National	Park	in	the	Amazon,	Alpamayo	mountain	peak,	Paracas	National	Reserve,	Chachani	volcanic	complex.	Vinicunca,	also	known	as	the	Rainbow
Mountain	in	Cuzco	Peru	is	located	on	the	central	western	coast	of	South	America	facing	the	Pacific	Ocean.	It	lies	wholly	in	the	Southern	Hemisphere,	its	northernmost	extreme	reaching	to	1.8	minutes	of	latitude	or	about	3.3	km	(2.1	mi)	south	of	the	equator,	covers	1,285,216	km2	(496,225	sq	mi)	of	western	South	America.	It	borders	Ecuador	and
Colombia	to	the	north,	Brazil	to	the	east,	Bolivia	to	the	southeast,	Chile	to	the	south,	and	the	Pacific	Ocean	to	the	west.	The	Andes	mountains	run	parallel	to	the	Pacific	Ocean;	they	define	the	three	regions	traditionally	used	to	describe	the	country	geographically.[108]	The	costa	(coast),	to	the	west,	is	a	narrow,	largely	arid	plain	except	for	valleys	created
by	seasonal	rivers.	The	sierra	(highlands)	is	the	region	of	the	Andes;	it	includes	the	Altiplano	plateau	as	well	as	the	highest	peak	of	the	country,	the	6,768	m	(22,205	ft)	Huascarán.[109]	The	third	region	is	the	selva	(jungle),	a	wide	expanse	of	flat	terrain	covered	by	the	Amazon	rainforest	that	extends	east.	Almost	60	percent	of	the	country's	area	is	located
within	this	region.[110]	The	country	has	fifty-four	hydrographic	basins,	fifty-two	of	which	are	small	coastal	basins	that	discharge	their	waters	into	the	Pacific	Ocean.	The	final	two	are	the	endorheic	basin	of	Lake	Titicaca,	and	the	Amazon	basin,	which	empties	into	the	Atlantic	Ocean.	Both	are	delimited	by	the	Andes	mountain	range.	The	Amazon	basin	is
particularly	noteworthy	as	it	is	the	source	of	the	Amazon	River,	which	at	6,872	km	(4,270	mi),	is	the	longest	river	in	the	world,	and	covers	75%	of	Peruvian	territory.	Peru	contains	4%	of	the	planet's	freshwater.	Most	Peruvian	rivers	originate	in	the	peaks	of	the	Andes	and	drain	into	one	of	three	basins.	Those	that	drain	toward	the	Pacific	Ocean	are	steep
and	short,	flowing	only	intermittently.	Tributaries	of	the	Amazon	River	have	a	much	larger	flow,	and	are	longer	and	less	steep	once	they	exit	the	sierra.	Rivers	that	drain	into	Lake	Titicaca	are	generally	short	and	have	a	large	flow.[111]	Peru's	longest	rivers	are	the	Ucayali,	the	Marañón,	the	Putumayo,	the	Yavarí,	the	Huallaga,	the	Urubamba,	the	Mantaro,
and	the	Amazon.[112]	The	largest	lake	in	Peru,	Lake	Titicaca	between	Peru	and	Bolivia	high	in	the	Andes,	is	also	the	largest	of	South	America.[113]	The	largest	reservoirs,	all	in	the	coastal	region	of	Peru,	are	the	Poechos,	Tinajones,	San	Lorenzo,	and	El	Fraile	reservoirs.[114]	Main	article:	Climate	of	Peru	Köppen–Geiger	climate	classification	map	for	Peru
Although	Peru	is	located	entirely	in	the	tropics,	the	combination	of	tropical	latitude,	mountain	ranges,	topography	variations,	and	two	ocean	currents	(Humboldt	and	El	Niño)	gives	Peru	a	large	diversity	of	climates.	Elevations	above	sea	level	in	the	country	range	from	−37	to	6,778	m	(−121	to	22,238	ft)	and	precipitation	ranges	from	less	than	20	mm
(0.79	in)	annually	in	desert	areas	to	more	than	8,000	mm	(310	in)	in	tropical	rainforest	areas.	Due	to	its	geography,	Peru	can	be	divide	into	three	main	climates.	The	unbroken	and	relatively	slim	coastal	region	has	moderate	temperatures,	low	precipitation,	and	high	humidity,	except	for	its	warmer,	wetter	northern	reaches.[115]	In	the	mountain	region,
which	covers	almost	a	third	of	the	country,	rain	is	frequent	in	summer,	and	temperature	and	humidity	diminish	with	altitude	up	to	the	frozen	peaks	of	the	Andes.[116]	The	Peruvian	Amazon,	covering	more	than	half	of	the	total	area	of	Peru,	is	characterized	by	heavy	rainfall	and	high	temperatures,	except	for	its	southernmost	part,	which	has	cold	winters
and	seasonal	rainfall.[117]	Main	article:	Wildlife	of	Peru	Andean	cock-of-the-rock,	Peru's	national	bird	Because	of	its	varied	geography	and	climate,	Peru	has	a	high	biodiversity	with	21,462	species	of	plants	and	animals	reported	as	of	2003,	5,855	of	them	endemic,[118]	and	is	one	of	the	megadiverse	countries.	Peru	has	over	1,800	species	of	birds	(120
endemic),	over	500	species	of	mammals,	over	300	species	of	reptiles,	and	over	1,000	species	of	freshwater	fishes.[119][120]	The	hundreds	of	mammals	include	rare	species	like	the	puma,	jaguar	and	spectacled	bear.	The	birds	of	Peru	produce	large	amounts	of	guano,	an	economically	important	export.	The	Pacific	holds	large	quantities	of	sea	bass,
flounder,	anchovies,	tuna,	crustaceans,	and	shellfish,	and	is	home	to	many	sharks,	sperm	whales,	and	whales.[121]	The	invertebrate	fauna	is	far	less	inventoried;	at	least	beetles	(Coleoptera)	have	been	surveyed	in	the	"Beetles	of	Peru"	project,	led	by	Caroline	S.	Chaboo,	University	of	Nebraska,	USA	and	this	revealved	more	than	12,000	documented	and
many	new	species	for	Peru.[122]	Peru	also	has	an	equally	diverse	flora.	The	coastal	deserts	produce	little	more	than	cacti,	apart	from	hilly	fog	oases	and	river	valleys	that	contain	unique	plant	life.[123]	The	Highlands	above	the	tree-line	known	as	puna	is	home	to	bushes,	cactus,	drought-resistant	plants	such	as	ichu,	and	the	largest	species	of	bromeliad	–
the	spectacular	Puya	raimondii.	The	cloud-forest	slopes	of	the	Andes	sustain	moss,	orchids,	and	bromeliads,	and	the	Amazon	rainforest	is	known	for	its	variety	of	trees	and	canopy	plants.[121]	Peru	had	a	2019	Forest	Landscape	Integrity	Index	mean	score	of	8.86/10,	ranking	it	14th	globally	out	of	172	countries.[124]	Main	articles:	Government	of	Peru	and
Politics	of	Peru	Palacio	de	Gobierno,	in	Lima	Peru	is	a	unitary	semi-presidential	republic	with	a	multi-party	system.[2][3]	The	country	has	maintained	a	liberal	democratic	system	under	its	1993	Constitution,	which	replaced	a	constitution	that	leaned	the	government	to	a	federation	to	authorize	more	power	to	the	president.[125][126]	It	is	also	a	unitary
republic,	in	which	the	central	government	holds	the	most	power	and	can	create	administrative	divisions.	The	Peruvian	system	of	government	combines	elements	derived	from	the	political	systems	of	the	United	States	(a	written	constitution,	an	autonomous	Supreme	court,	and	a	presidential	system)	and	the	People's	Republic	of	China	(a	unicameral
congress,	a	premier	and	ministry	system).[127]	The	Peruvian	government	is	separated	into	three	branches:	Legislature:	the	unicameral	Congress	of	Peru,	consisting	of	130	members	of	Congress	(on	a	basis	of	population),	the	president	of	Congress,	and	the	Permanent	Commission;[128]	Executive:	the	president,	the	Council	of	Ministers,	which	in	practice
controls	domestic	legislation	and	serve	as	a	Cabinet	to	the	president,	consisting	of	the	prime	minister	and	18	ministers	of	the	state;	Judiciary:	the	Supreme	Court	of	Peru,	also	known	as	the	Royal	Audencia	of	Lima,	composed	of	18	justices	including	a	supreme	justice,	along	with	28	superior	courts,	195	trial	courts,	and	1,838	district	courts.	Under	its
constitution,	the	president	of	Peru	is	both	head	of	state	and	government	and	is	elected	to	a	five-year	term	without	immediate	reelection.[129]	The	president	appoints	ministers	who	oversee	the	18	ministries	of	the	state,	including	the	prime	minister,	into	the	Cabinet.[130]	The	constitution	designates	minimal	authority	to	the	prime	minister,	who	presides
over	cabinet	meetings	in	which	ministers	advise	the	president	and	acts	as	a	spokesperson	on	behalf	of	the	executive	branch.[131]	The	president	is	also	able	to	pose	questions	of	confidence	to	the	Congress	of	Peru,	and	consequently	order	the	dissolution	of	congress,	done	in	1992	by	Alberto	Fujimori	and	in	2019	by	Martín	Vizcarra.[132]	In	the	Congress	of
Peru	there	are	130	members,	from	25	administrative	divisions,	determined	by	respective	population	and	elected	to	five-year	terms.[133]	Bills	are	proposed	by	the	executive	and	legislative	powers	and	become	law	through	a	plurality	vote	in	Congress.[134]	The	judiciary	is	nominally	independent,[135]	though	political	intervention	into	judicial	matters	has
been	common	throughout	history.[136]	The	Congress	of	Peru	can	also	pass	a	motion	of	no	confidence,	censure	ministers,	as	well	as	initiate	impeachments	and	convict	executives.[137][138]	Due	to	broadly	interpreted	impeachment	wording	in	the	1993	Constitution	of	Peru,	the	legislative	branch	can	impeach	the	president	without	cause,	effectively	making
the	executive	branch	subject	to	Congress.[91][92][93][94]	In	recent	history,	the	legislative	body	has	passed	semi-successful	impeachment	and	two	successful	impeachments;	Alberto	Fujimori	resigned	prior	to	removal	in	2000,	Pedro	Pablo	Kuczynski	resigned	in	2018,	Martín	Vizcarra	was	removed	from	office	in	2020	and	Pedro	Castillo	was	removed	in
2022.[139]	Following	a	ruling	in	February	2023	by	the	Constitutional	Court	of	Peru,	whose	members	are	elected	by	Congress,	judicial	oversight	of	the	legislative	body	was	also	removed	by	the	court,	essentially	giving	Congress	absolute	control	of	Peru's	government.[140][141]	The	Congress	of	Peru,	in	Lima	Peru's	electoral	system	uses	compulsory	voting
for	citizens	from	the	age	of	18	to	70,	including	dual-citizens	and	Peruvians	abroad.[142]	Members	of	Congress	are	directly	elected	by	constituents	in	respective	districts	through	proportional	voting.	The	president	is	elected	in	a	general	election,	along	with	the	vice	president,	through	a	majority	in	a	two-round	system.[143]	Elections	are	observed	and
organized	by	the	National	Jury	of	Elections,	National	Office	of	Electoral	Processes,	and	the	National	Registry	of	Identification	and	Civil	Status.[144]	Peru	uses	a	multi-party	system	for	congressional	and	general	elections.	Major	groups	that	have	formed	governments,	both	on	a	federal	and	legislative	level,	are	parties	that	have	historically	adopted	economic
liberalism,	progressivism,	right-wing	populism	(specifically	Fujimorism),	nationalism,	and	reformism.[145]	The	most	recent	general	election	was	held	on	11	April	2021	and	resulted	in	Free	Peru	winning	the	most	seats	in	Congress,	although	it	fell	well	short	of	a	majority.[146]	A	presidential	runoff	between	Pedro	Castillo	and	Keiko	Fujimori	took	place	on	5
June	2021	and	resulted	in	the	victory	of	Castillo.[147]	Main	article:	Corruption	in	Peru	Many	Peruvian	presidents	have	been	removed	from	office	or	imprisoned	on	allegations	of	corruption	from	the	1990s	into	the	2020s.	Alberto	Fujimori	was	serving	a	25-year	prison	sentence	for	commanding	death	squads	that	killed	civilians	in	a	counterinsurgency
campaign	during	his	tenure	(1990–2000).	He	was	later	also	found	guilty	of	corruption.	Former	president	Alan	García	(1985–1990	and	2006–2011)	killed	himself	in	April	2019	when	Peruvian	police	arrived	to	arrest	him	over	allegations	he	participated	in	the	Odebrecht	bribery	scheme.	Former	president	Alejandro	Toledo	is	accused	of	allegedly	receiving
bribes	from	Brazilian	construction	firm	Odebrecht	during	his	government	(2001–2006).	Former	president	Ollanta	Humala	(2011–2016)	is	also	under	investigation	for	allegedly	receiving	bribes	from	Odebrecht	during	his	presidential	election	campaign.	Humala's	successor	Pedro	Pablo	Kuczynski	(2016–2018)	remains	under	house	arrest	while	prosecutors
investigate	him	for	favoring	contracts	with	Odebrecht.	Former	president	Martín	Vizcarra	(2018–2020)	was	controversially	ousted	by	Congress	after	media	reports	alleged	he	had	received	bribes	while	he	was	a	regional	governor	years	earlier.[148][149]	Corruption	is	also	widespread	throughout	Congress	as	legislators	use	their	office	for	parliamentary
immunity	and	other	benefits,	despite	a	large	majority	of	Peruvians	disapproving	of	Congress	and	its	behavior.[150][151]	Madre	de	Dios	Cusco	SanMartín	Tumbes	Lambayeque	Amazonas	Piura	La	Libertad	Áncash	Huánuco	Ucayali	Cajamarca	Pasco	Lima	Junín	Loreto	Apurímac	Arequipa	PacificOcean	Ayacucho	Puno	Bolivia	Tacna	Chile	Colombia	Ecuador
LakeTiticaca	C.	p.	ofCallao	Brazil	RegionalGovernmentof	Lima	MetropolitanMunicipalityof	Lima	Ica	Huancavelica	Moquegua	Gulf	ofGuayaquil	Clickable	map	of	the	regions	of	Peru	Main	article:	Administrative	divisions	of	Peru	Peru	is	divided	into	26	units:	24	departments,	the	Constitutional	Province	of	Callao	and	the	Province	of	Lima	(LIM)	–	which	is
independent	of	any	region	and	serves	as	the	country's	capital.[152]	Under	the	constitution,	the	24	departments	plus	Callao	Province	have	an	elected	"regional"[g]	government	composed	of	the	regional	governor	and	the	regional	council.[153][154]	The	governor	constitutes	the	executive	body,	proposes	budgets,	and	creates	decrees,	resolutions,	and
regional	programs.[155]	The	Regional	Council,	the	region's	legislative	body,	debates	and	votes	on	budgets,	supervises	regional	officials,	and	can	vote	to	remove	the	governor,	deputy	governor,	or	any	member	of	the	council	from	office.	The	regional	governor	and	the	Regional	Council	serve	a	term	of	four	years,	without	immediate	reelection.	These
governments	plan	regional	development,	execute	public	investment	projects,	promote	economic	activities,	and	manage	public	property.[156][157]	Provinces	such	as	Lima	are	administered	by	a	municipal	council,	headed	by	a	mayor.[158]	The	goal	of	devolving	power	to	regional	and	municipal	governments	was	among	others	to	improve	popular
participation.	NGOs	played	an	important	role	in	the	decentralization	process	and	still	influence	local	politics.[159][160]	Some	areas	of	Peru	are	defined	as	metropolitan	areas	which	overlap	district	areas.	The	largest	of	them,	the	Lima	metropolitan	area,	is	the	seventh-largest	metropolis	in	the	Americas.	Main	article:	Foreign	relations	of	Peru	The
headquarters	of	the	Andean	Community	is	located	in	Lima.	Over	recent	decades,	Peru's	foreign	relations	has	historically	been	dominated	by	close	ties	with	the	United	States	and	Asia,[161]	particularly	through	the	Asia-Pacific	Economic	Cooperation	(APEC),	the	World	Trade	Organization,	the	Pacific	Alliance,	Mercosur,	and	the	Organization	of	American
States	(OAS).[162][163]	Peru	is	an	active	member	of	several	regional	trade	blocs	and	is	one	of	the	founding	members	of	the	Andean	Community	of	Nations.	It	is	also	a	member	of	international	organizations	such	as	the	OAS	and	the	United	Nations.[164]	Javier	Pérez	de	Cuéllar,	a	celebrated	Peruvian	diplomat,	served	as	United	Nations	Secretary	General
from	1981	to	1991.	Peru	planned	to	be	fully	integrated	into	the	Organization	for	Economic	Co-operation	and	Development	(OECD)	by	2021,	attributing	its	economic	success	and	efforts	to	strengthen	institutions	as	meeting	factors	to	be	a	part	of	the	OECD.[165][166]	Peru	is	a	member	of	the	World	Trade	Organization,	and	has	pursued	multiple	major	free
trade	agreements,	most	recently	the	Peru–United	States	Free	Trade	Agreement,	the	China–Peru	Free	Trade	Agreement,	the	European	Union	Free	Trade	Agreement,	free	trade	agreements	with	Japan,	and	many	others.[167][168]	Peru	maintains	an	integrated	relationship	with	other	South	American	nations,	and	is	a	member	of	various	South	American



intergovernmental	agreements,	more	recently	the	Organization	of	American	States,	Mercosur,	the	Andean	Community	of	Nations,	the	Pacific	Alliance,	and	the	APEC.	Peru	has	historically	experienced	stressed	relations	with	Chile,	including	the	Peru	v	Chile	international	court	resolution	and	the	Chilean-Peruvian	maritime	dispute,	but	the	two	countries
have	agreed	to	work	in	improving	relations.[169]	Peru	has	participated	in	taking	a	leading	role	in	addressing	the	crisis	in	Venezuela	through	the	establishment	of	the	Lima	Group.[170]	Peru	is	the	99th	most	peaceful	country	in	the	world,	according	to	the	2024	Global	Peace	Index.[171]	Main	article:	Peruvian	Armed	Forces	Peruvian	marines	in	the	VRAEM
in	2019	Peru	has	the	fourth	largest	military	in	Latin	America.	Peru's	armed	forces	–	the	Armed	Forces	of	Peru	–	comprise	the	Peruvian	Navy	(MGP),	the	Peruvian	Army	(EP),	and	the	Peruvian	Air	Force	(FAP),	in	total	numbering	392,660	personnel	(including	120,660	regulars	and	272,000	reservists)	as	of	2020.[172]	Their	primary	mission	is	to	safeguard
the	independence,	sovereignty	and	territorial	integrity	of	the	country.[173]	Their	functions	are	separated	by	branch:	The	Peruvian	Army	is	made	up	of	the	Chief	of	Staff,	two	Control	Bodies,	two	Support	Bodies,	five	Military	Regions	and	six	Command	Rooms.	The	Peruvian	Air	Force	was	officially	created	on	20	May	1929,	with	the	name	of	Peruvian	Aviation
Corps.	Its	main	function	is	to	serve	as	the	country's	air	defense.	It	also	participates	in	social	support	campaigns	for	hard-to-reach	populations,	organizes	air	bridges	during	disasters,	and	participates	in	international	peace	missions.	Its	four	major	air	bases	are	located	in	the	cities	of	Piura,	Callao,	Arequipa	and	Iquitos.	The	Peruvian	Navy	is	in	charge	of	the
country's	maritime,	river,	and	lake	defense.	It	is	made	up	of	26,000	sailors.	Personnel	are	divided	into	three	levels:	superior	personnel,	junior	personnel	and	seafarers.	The	military	is	governed	by	both	the	commander	in	chief,	Ministry	of	Defense,	and	Joint	Command	of	the	Armed	Forces	(CCFFAA).	The	CCFFAA	has	subordinates	to	the	Operational
Commands	and	Special	Commands,	with	which	it	carries	out	the	military	operations	that	are	required	for	the	defense	and	the	fulfillment	of	the	tasks	that	the	executive	power	provides.[174]	Conscription	was	abolished	in	1999	and	replaced	by	voluntary	military	service.[175]	The	National	Police	of	Peru	is	often	classified	as	a	part	of	the	armed	forces.
However,	it	has	a	distinct	organizational	structure	and	a	purely	civilian	mandate.	Its	training	and	operations,	particularly	over	the	past	two	decades	as	an	anti-terrorist	unit,	have	imbued	it	with	distinctly	military	traits,	leading	to	its	portrayal	as	a	de	facto	fourth	military	branch	with	substantial	land,	sea,	and	air	capabilities,	and	a	work	force	of	around
140,000	individuals.The	Peruvian	armed	forces	report	through	the	Ministry	of	Defense,	while	the	National	Police	of	Peru	reports	through	the	Ministry	of	Interior.[176][173]	Since	the	end	of	the	crisis	in	Peru	in	2000,	the	federal	government	has	significantly	reduced	annual	spending	in	defense.[177]	In	the	2016–2017	budget,	defense	spending	has
constituted	1.1%	of	GDP	($2.3	billion),	the	second	lowest	spending	relative	to	GDP	in	South	America	following	Argentina.[178]	More	recently,	the	Armed	Forces	of	Peru	have	been	used	in	civil	defense.	In	2020,	Peru	used	its	military	personnel	and	even	reservists	to	enforce	the	strict	quarantine	measures	placed	during	the	COVID-19	pandemic.[179]	Main
article:	Economy	of	Peru	The	San	Isidro	District	in	Lima,	the	financial	centre	of	Peru	The	economy	of	Peru	is	the	48th	largest	in	the	world	(ranked	by	Purchasing	Power	Parity	(PPP)),[180]	and	the	income	level	is	classified	as	upper	middle	by	the	World	Bank.[181]	Peru	is,	as	of	2011[update],	one	of	the	world's	fastest-growing	economies	owing	to	an
economic	boom	experienced	during	the	2000s.[182]	It	has	an	above-average	Human	Development	Index	(HDI)	of	0.76	which	has	seen	steady	improvement	over	the	years	leading	up	to	2024,	which	has	seen	another	0.007	points	improvement.[183]	Historically,	the	country's	economic	performance	has	been	tied	to	exports,	which	provide	hard	currency	to
finance	imports	and	external	debt	payments.[184]	Although	they	have	provided	substantial	revenue,	self-sustained	growth	and	a	more	egalitarian	distribution	of	income	have	proven	elusive.[185]	According	to	2015	data,	19.3%	of	its	total	population	is	poor,	including	9%	that	lives	in	extreme	poverty.[186]	Inflation	in	2012	was	the	lowest	in	Latin	America
at	only	1.8%,	but	increased	in	2013	as	oil	and	commodity	prices	rose;	as	of	2014[update]	it	stands	at	2.5%,[187]	and	8.6%	in	2023.[188]	The	unemployment	rate	was	3.6%	in	2012.	Lima	Stock	Exchange	Building	Peruvian	economic	policy	has	varied	widely	over	the	past	decades.[clarify]	The	1968–1975	government	of	Juan	Velasco	Alvarado	introduced
radical	reforms,	which	included	agrarian	reform,	the	expropriation	of	foreign	companies,	the	introduction	of	an	economic	planning	system,	and	the	creation	of	a	large	state-owned	sector.	These	measures	failed	to	achieve	their	objectives	of	income	redistribution	and	the	end	of	economic	dependence	on	developed	nations.[189]	Despite	these	results,	most
reforms	were	not	reversed	until	the	1990s,	when	the	liberalizing	government	of	Alberto	Fujimori	ended	price	controls,	protectionism,	restrictions	on	foreign	direct	investment,	and	most	state	ownership	of	companies.[190]	As	of	2010[update]	Services	account	for	53%	of	Peruvian	gross	domestic	product,	followed	by	manufacturing	(22.3%),	extractive
industries	(15%),	and	taxes	(9.7%).[191]	Recent	economic	growth	had	been	fueled	by	macroeconomic	stability,	improved	terms	of	trade,	and	rising	investment	and	consumption.[192]	Trade	was	expected	to	increase	further	after	the	implementation	of	a	free	trade	agreement	with	the	United	States	signed	on	12	April	2006.[193]	Peru's	main	exports	were
copper,	gold,	zinc,	textiles,	and	fish	meal;	its	major	trade	partners	were	the	United	States,	China,	Brazil,	and	Chile.[194]	Informal	workers	represent,	in	2019,	70%	of	the	labour	market	according	to	the	National	Institute	of	Statistics	and	Informatics	(INEI).	In	2016,	almost	three	million	children	and	adolescents	worked	in	the	informal	sector.[195]
Yanacocha	Mine	The	country	is	heavily	dependent	on	mining	for	the	export	of	raw	materials,	which	represented	61.3%	of	exports	in	2023.[196]	In	2019,	the	country	was	the	world's	second	largest	producer	of	copper[197]	and	zinc,[198]	eighth	largest	producer	of	gold,[199]	third	largest	producer	of	lead,[200]	the	fourth	largest	producer	of	tin,[201]	the
fifth	largest	producer	of	boron,[202]	and	the	fourth	largest	producer	of	molybdenum[203]	–	not	to	mention	gas	and	of	oil.	In	2023,	it	was	the	third	largest	producer	of	silver	globally.[204]	The	country	has	an	expectant	competitive	position	in	global	mining,	maintaining	mining	leadership	in	Latin	America	and	a	solid	mining	history	and	trajectory	little
industrialized;	Peru	suffers	from	the	international	variation	of	commodity	prices.[205]	The	Yanacocha	mine	in	Cajamarca	is	the	main	source	of	gold	extraction	in	Peru.	It	is	considered	the	largest	gold	mine	in	South	America	and	the	second	largest	in	the	world.	In	2005,	3,333,088	ounces	(94,491,500	g)	of	gold	were	produced.	An	indicator	of	mining	growth
can	be	seen	in	mining	exports,	having	grown	from	US$1,447	million	in	1990[206]	to	US$39,639	million	in	2023.[196]	Quinoa	Peru	is	the	world's	largest	producer	of	quinoa	and	maca,	one	of	the	5	largest	producers	of	avocado,	blueberry,	artichoke	and	asparagus,	one	of	the	10	largest	producers	in	the	world	of	coffee	and	cocoa,	and	one	of	the	15	largest
producers	in	the	world	of	potato	and	pineapple,	also	having	a	considerable	production	of	grape,	sugarcane,	rice,	banana,	maize	and	cassava;	its	agriculture	is	considerably	diversified.	In	livestock,	Peru	is	one	of	the	20	largest	producers	of	chicken	meat	in	the	world.[207]	According	to	a	report	by	the	UN	Food	and	Agriculture	Organization	(FAO)	published
in	August	2022,	half	of	Peru's	population	is	moderately	food	insecure	(16.6	million	people),	and	more	than	20%	(6.8	million	people),	are	severely	food	insecure:	they	go	without	food	for	a	whole	day,	or	even	several	days.[208][209]	The	director	of	FAO	Peru	stresses	that	"this	is	the	great	paradox	of	a	country	that	has	enough	food	for	its	population.	Peru	is	a
net	producer	of	food	and	one	of	the	major	agro-exporting	powers	in	the	region.	Food	insecurity	is	due	to	high	social	inequality	and	low	wages,	with	Peru's	minimum	wage	being	one	of	the	lowest	in	South	America	and	a	large	informal	sector.	According	to	the	FAO,	the	small	farmers	themselves	suffer	from	hunger.	Poorly	paid,	they	also	suffer	from	the
impacts	of	climate	change	and	face	the	problem	of	drug	trafficking	on	their	land	and	mining	activity	that	exhausts	the	soil."[208][209]	Main	article:	Tourism	in	Peru	Huacachina,	in	Ica,	the	only	natural	oasis	in	South	America	Tourism	constitutes	the	third	largest	industry	in	Peru,	behind	fishing	and	mining.	Tourism	is	mainly	directed	towards
archaeological	monuments,	as	it	has	more	than	one	hundred	thousand	archaeological	sites.	According	to	a	study	by	the	Peruvian	government,	the	satisfaction	rate	of	tourists	after	visiting	Peru	is	94%.	Peru	has	become	one	of	the	largest	tourist	destinations	in	the	Americas	and	is	the	fastest	growing	industry	in	the	country,	growing	annually	at	a	rate	of
25%	over	the	last	five	years,	the	highest	growth	rate	of	any	other	country	in	South	America.	Tourism	has	an	impact	of	7%	of	Peru's	GDP,	it	is	regulated	and	stimulated	by	the	Commission	for	the	Promotion	of	Peru	for	Exports	and	Tourism	under	the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Trade	and	Tourism.	For	this	reason,	in	2011	Marca	Perú	was	created,	which	is	an
initiative	of	the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Trade	and	Tourism	in	association	with	Peruvian	companies	and	startups	to	promote	the	purchase	and	consumption	of	products	created	in	the	country.	The	pillars	of	this	initiative	are:	exports,	tourism	and	investments.	Tourism	employs	11%	of	the	country's	economically	active	population	(484	000	direct	jobs	and	340,000
indirect	jobs),	most	of	them	in	hospitality	and	transportation.	Peru	is	known	to	be	perfect	for	cultural,	eco,	adventure,	gastronomic,	beach,	and	luxury	travel.	Choquequirao,	Incan	ruins	in	Cusco	The	places	most	visited	by	tourists	are	the	cities	of	Lima	and	its	historic	center,	Cusco,	which	is	characterized	by	its	Inca	and	colonial	architecture	but	its	main
attractions	are	the	Sacred	Valley	of	the	Incas	and	Machu	Picchu.	Other	famous	places	in	Cusco	include	Qorikancha,	Ollantaytambo,	Písac	and	many	more.	Arequipa	is	also	a	large	tourist	destination,	for	the	historic	center,	also	for	the	Colca	Canyon	and	finally	Puno	through	Lake	Titicaca.	The	main	tourist	circuit	of	the	country	is	the	southern	circuit,	which
includes	cities	such	as;	Ica,	Nazca,	Pisco,	Paracas,	Ayacucho,	Puerto	Maldonado	and	others	with	architectural,	cultural	and	natural	attractions.	The	second	most	important	route	is	the	Callejón	de	Huaylas,	in	the	department	of	Áncash,	headquarters	of	adventure	tourism	and	the	main	point	of	reference	for	New	Andean	gastronomy.	Peru	has	14	World
Heritage	Sites	and	11	national	parks.	Peru	has	many	other	tourist	routes.	Among	these	are	those	of	the	Mantaro	River	valley	with	the	city	of	Huancayo	as	one	of	its	axis,	and	the	Tarma	Valley	as	another	axis,	which	in	turn	is	the	entrance	to	the	central	jungle	and	the	northern	city	of	Trujillo	where	Chan	Chan	is	located,	the	largest	adobe	citadel	in	the
world,	the	traditional	spa	of	Huanchaco	and	the	Huacas	del	Sol	and	de	la	Luna	belonging	to	the	Chimú	culture.	Chiclayo,	Piura	and	the	rainforest	city	Iquitos	are	also	very	popular	destinations.	According	to	the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Trade	and	Tourism,	the	visit	of	foreign	tourists	increased	by	7%	during	2015	and	would	have	generated	US$3.5	billion	in
foreign	currency	for	the	country.	The	World	Bank	lists	the	top	producing	countries	each	year,	based	on	the	total	value	of	production.	According	to	the	2019	list,	Peru	has	the	50th	most	valuable	industry	in	the	world	($28.7	billion).[210]	In	2011	and	2016	Peru	was	the	world's	largest	supplier	of	fishmeal.[211]	It	is	also	the	world's	leading	producer	of	alpaca
wool,	and	the	most	important	exporter	of	cotton	textile	garments	in	Latin	America,	and	due	to	its	natural	wealth,	it	is	an	excellent	place	for	the	development	of	the	polymer	industry	worldwide.	The	country	is	in	a	stage	of	economic	growth	and	it	is	expected,	in	light	of	the	agreements	and	treaties	signed	in	free	trade	areas,	to	become	one	of	the	most
attractive	South	American	nations	for	developing	business.	Highway	in	Ica	Peru's	road	network	in	2021	consisted	of	175,589	km	(109,106	mi)	of	highways,	with	29,579	km	(18,380	mi)	paved.[212]	Some	highways	in	the	country	that	stand	out	are	the	Pan	American	Highway	and	Interoceanic	Highway.	In	2016,	the	country	had	827	km	(514	mi)	of	duplicated
highways,	and	was	investing	in	more	duplications:	the	plan	was	to	have	2,634	km	(1,637	mi)	in	2026.[213]	The	country's	rail	network	is	small:	in	2018,	the	country	only	had	1,939	km	(1,205	mi)	of	railways.[214]	Peru	has	important	international	airports	such	as	Lima,	Cuzco	and	Arequipa.	The	10	busiest	airports	in	South	America	in	2017	were	São	Paulo-
Guarulhos	(Brazil),	Bogotá	(Colombia),	São	Paulo-Congonhas	(Brazil),	Santiago	(Chile),	Lima	(Peru),	Brasília	(Brazil),	Rio	de	Janeiro	(Brazil),	Buenos	Aires-Aeroparque	(Argentina),	Buenos	Aires-Ezeiza	(Argentina)	and	Minas	Gerais	(Brazil).[215]	Multiple	airport	expansions	are	currently	under	construction	across	Peru,	the	two	main	ones	being	the	Jorge
Chávez	International	Airport	and	Chinchero	International	Airport.	Jorge	Chávez	International	Airport,	the	largest	in	Peru,	is	undergoing	an	expansion	that	includes	the	construction	of	a	new	runway,	control	tower	and	a	new	terminal,	along	with	new	hotels,	logistical	buildings	and	cargo	sector.	Altogether,	they	make	up	the	Ciudad	Aeropuerto,	Airport	City.
It	will	allow	transit	of	40	million	passengers	every	year	and	will	be	completed	in	December	2024.	Another	ambitious	airport	project	is	the	Chinchero	International	Airport	in	Cusco.	The	new	airport	is	set	to	replace	the	old	Alejandro	Velasco	Astete	International	Airport	and	help	passengers	bypass	a	stop	in	Lima	by	introducing	international	routes.	Port	of
CallaoPeru	has	important	ports	in	Callao,	Ilo	and	Matarani.	The	15	most	active	ports	in	South	America	in	2018	were:	Port	of	Santos	(Brazil),	Port	of	Bahia	de	Cartagena	(Colombia),	Callao	(Peru),	Guayaquil	(Ecuador),	Buenos	Aires	(Argentina),	San	Antonio	(Chile),	Buenaventura	(Colombia),	Itajaí	(Brazil),	Valparaíso	(Chile),	Montevideo	(Uruguay),
Paranaguá	(Brazil),	Rio	Grande	(Brazil),	São	Francisco	do	Sul	(Brazil),	Manaus	(Brazil)	and	Coronel	(Chile).[216]	The	Port	of	Callao	is	currently	the	largest	port	in	Peru,	but	will	soon	be	overtaken	by	the	Port	of	Chancay,	a	joint	project	between	China	and	Peru	in	Chancay,	north	of	Lima.	When	completed,	the	port	will	become	the	largest	in	Latin	America.
[217]	Officially	inaugurated	on	November	14,	2024,	the	Port	of	Chancay	is	a	key	gateway	for	trade	between	South	America	and	Asia,	significantly	reducing	shipping	time	across	the	Pacific.[218]	Dam	on	the	Urubamba	River	in	2013	The	electricity	sector	has	experienced	notable	improvements	in	recent	years.	The	number	of	homes	with	electric	lighting
grew	from	82%	in	2007	to	94.2%	in	2016,	while	the	quality	and	effectiveness	of	service	provision	also	improved.	Current	electricity	generation	capacity	is	evenly	divided	between	thermal	energy	and	hydroelectric	energy	sources.	The	National	Interconnected	Electrical	System	supplies	85%	of	the	connected	population,	with	several	isolated	systems	that
cover	the	rest	of	the	country.	Peruvian	electricity	production	totalled	5.1	TWh	in	the	month	of	October	2022.	Of	these,	52%	came	from	hydroelectric	plants,	38.3%	from	thermoelectric	plants	(which	use	oil,	gas	and	coal)	and	9.7%	of	renewable	energy	plants	like:	wind,	solar,	and	others.[219]	In	2021,	Peru	had,	in	terms	of	installed	renewable	electricity,
5,490	MW	in	hydropower	(34th	largest	in	the	world),	409	MW	in	wind	power	(49th	largest	in	the	world),	336	MW	in	solar	power	(62nd	largest	in	the	world),	and	185	MW	in	biomass.[220]	Hospital	of	Tarapoto	Main	articles:	Health	in	Peru	and	Healthcare	system	According	to	the	Pan	American	Health	Organization,	life	expectancy	for	men	is	72.6	years,
while	for	women	it	is	77.9	years.	Infant	mortality	is	eighteen	per	thousand	births,	having	been	reduced	76%	from	1990	to	2011.[221]	The	main	causes	of	death	of	Peruvians	are	neoplasm,	influenza	and	pneumonia,	bacterial	diseases,	ischemic	heart	diseases	and	cerebrovascular	diseases.	According	to	the	2017	Population	and	Housing	Censuses,	75.5%	of
the	population	has	some	type	of	health	insurance,	that	is,	22,173,663	people,	despite	this,	24.5%	of	the	population	does	not	have	any	type	of	insurance.[222]	Main	articles:	Demographics	of	Peru	and	Peruvian	people	Population	density,	2000With	a	population	of	33,396,698	inhabitants	according	to	estimates	and	projections	of	the	National	Institute	of
Statistics	and	Informatics	until	the	year	2022,	Peru	is	the	fourth	most	populous	country	in	South	America.[223]	Its	population	density	is	25.79	inhabitants	per	square	kilometre	(66.8/sq	mi)	and	its	annual	growth	rate	is	1.1%.	58.8%	of	the	Peruvian	population	lives	on	the	coast,	27%	in	the	mountains,	and	14.2%	in	the	jungle.	In	2020,	27	million	Peruvians
lived	in	urban	areas,	which	represents	80%	of	the	population.	Peru	had	a	population	of	seven	million	residents	in	1940;	between	1950	and	2000,	the	demographic	growth	rate	of	Peru	declined	from	2.6%	to	1.6%,	with	the	population	being	expected	to	reach	approximately	42	million	in	2050.[224][225]	As	of	2017[update],	79.3%	lived	in	urban	areas	and
20.7%	in	rural	areas.[226]	Major	cities	include	the	Lima	metropolitan	area	(home	to	over	9.8	million	people),	Arequipa,	Trujillo,	Chiclayo,	Piura,	Iquitos,	Cusco,	Chimbote,	and	Huancayo;	all	reported	more	than	250,000	inhabitants	in	the	2007	census.[227]	Arequipa	is	Peru's	second	largest	city,	with	an	estimated	population	of	1,177,000,	while	Trujillo	is
the	third	largest	city	with	1,048,000.	There	are	15	known	uncontacted	Amerindian	tribes	in	Peru.[228]	Peru	has	a	life	expectancy	of	75.0	years	(72.4	for	males	and	77.7	for	females)	according	to	the	latest	data	for	the	year	2016	from	the	World	Bank.[229]	The	economically	active	population	is	equivalent	to	53.78%	of	the	total	population,	or	about
17,830,500	inhabitants.	The	largest	cities	are	located	on	the	coast,	such	as	Sullana,	Piura,	Chiclayo,	Trujillo,	Chimbote,	Lima	and	Ica.	In	the	mountains,	the	cities	of	Arequipa,	Cusco,	Huancayo,	Cajamarca	and	Juliaca	stand	out.	Finally,	in	the	jungle,	Iquitos	is	the	most	important,	followed	by	Pucallpa,	Tarapoto,	Moyobamba	and	Tingo	María.				Largest
cities	or	towns	in	PeruNational	Institute	of	Statistics	and	Informatics	-	INEI	(Estimated	2024)[230]	Rank	Name	Region	Pop.	Rank	Name	Region	Pop.	1	Lima	Lima	10,213,900	(Metro	pop.)	11	Ica	Ica	362,400	2	Arequipa	Arequipa	1,177,200	(Metro	pop.)	12	Juliaca	Puno	341,700	3	Trujillo	La	Libertad	1,048,800	(Metro	pop.)	13	Tacna	Tacna	327,800	4
Chiclayo	Lambayeque	615,700	(Metro	pop.)	14	Ayacucho	Ayacucho	261,200	5	Piura	Piura	586,300	15	Cajamarca	Cajamarca	254,300	6	Huancayo	Junín	563,400	16	Huánuco	Huánuco	242,400	7	Cusco	Cusco	490,900	17	Chincha	Alta	Ica	222,500	8	Iquitos	Loreto	458,300	18	Sullana	Piura	209,200	9	Pucallpa	Ucayali	428,700	19	Huacho	Lima	192,100	10
Chimbote	Ancash	410,300	20	Tarapoto	San	Martín	178,800	Racial	groups	in	Peru	(2017	census)[231]	Mestizo	(60.2%)	Indigenous	(25.75%)	White	(5.89%)	Black	(3.57%)	East	Asian	(0.16%)	Others	(4.42%)	Peru	is	a	multiethnic	nation	formed	by	successive	waves	of	different	peoples	over	five	centuries.	Amerindians	inhabited	Peruvian	territory	for	several
millennia	before	the	Spanish	conquest	in	the	16th	century;	according	to	historian	Noble	David	Cook,	their	population	decreased	from	nearly	5–9	million	in	the	1520s	to	around	600,000	in	1620	mainly	because	of	infectious	diseases.[232]	The	2017	census	for	the	first	time	included	a	question	on	ethnic	self-identification.	According	to	the	results,	60.2%	of
the	people	identified	themselves	as	mestizo,	22.3%	identified	themselves	as	Quechua,	5.9%	identified	themselves	as	white,	3.6%	identified	themselves	as	black,	2.4%	identified	themselves	as	Aymara,	2.3%	identified	themselves	as	other	ethnic	groups,	and	3.3%	did	not	declare	their	ethnicity.[233]	In	the	different	stages	of	Peru's	history,	ethnic	composition
has	varied,	with	a	continuous	decline	in	the	Amerindian	proportion,	due	to	multiple	socioeconomic	and	sociocultural	factors,	birth	controls,	high	mortality	rates,	exclusion,	among	others.	The	country	tends	towards	a	slow	generalized	miscegenation	of	all	ethnic	segments	that	began	from	the	beginning	of	the	colonial	period	to	the	present	day.	Because	the
majority	of	the	Peruvian	population	has	become	mestizo,	some	feel	a	superiority	complex	towards	the	natives	of	the	mountains	and	the	jungle,	either	because	they	do	not	pronounce	a	word	properly,	or	simply	because	they	do	not	know	how	to	read	a	text	well,	leading	to	a	kind	of	racism	towards	them.	During	the	Viceroyalty	of	Peru,	Spaniards	and	Africans
arrived	in	large	numbers,	mixing	widely	with	each	other	and	with	the	native	population,	mainly	on	the	coast	(the	mountains	and	the	jungle	maintained	a	very	little	mixed	indigenous	majority).	After	independence	there	was	European	immigration	from	Spain,	Italy,	England,	France,	and	Germany,	along	with	the	Middle	East.[234]	Peru	freed	its	black	slaves
in	1854.[235]	Chinese	and	Japanese	arrived	in	the	1850s	as	laborers	following	the	end	of	slavery,	and	have	since	become	a	major	influence	in	Peruvian	society.[236]	The	first	Croatian	immigrants	came	to	Peru	in	1573	from	Dubrovnik.[237]	Quechua	travelers	in	the	Andes	In	recent	decades,	Peruvian	emigration	figures	have	shown	a	marked	growth	and
currently	more	than	10%	of	Peruvians	are	residing	outside	the	country.	This	migratory	movement	has	been	accentuated	since	the	year	2000,	the	official	figure	of	Peruvian	emigrants	is	2,444,634	from	1990	to	2011.	This	without	considering	the	descendant	population,	and	the	illegal	floating	population	that	is	essentially	found	in	neighboring	countries.	It	is
estimated	that	in	the	last	82	years,	more	than	3.5	million	Peruvians	emigrated	from	the	country.	With	respect	to	the	main	countries	of	destination	for	Peruvian	emigrants	between	1990	and	2011,	these	were:	the	United	States	(31.5%),	Spain	(16%),	Argentina	(14.3%),	Italy	(10.1%),	Chile	(8.8%),	Japan	(4.1%)	and	Venezuela	(3.8%).	75%	of	Peruvian
emigrants	are	between	19	and	49	years	old,	with	a	slight	majority	of	women.	For	the	most	part,	Peruvian	emigration	is	a	labor	migration.[citation	needed]	Throughout	its	history,	Peru	has	received	migrations	from	Europe	(mainly	Spain	and	Italy;	and	to	a	lesser	extent	from	France,	United	Kingdom,	and	from	other	Central	European	countries	and
Southern),	sub-Saharan	Africa	and	East	Asia	(China	and	Japan).	It	currently	receives	a	large	number	of	Venezuelan	immigrants,	who	are	escaping	the	economic	crisis	that	their	country	is	suffering.[citation	needed]	From	2016,	the	flow	of	Venezuelans	to	Peru	increased,	going	from	6615	residents	in	that	year	to	around	820,000	until	mid-June	2019,	being
the	most	important	migratory	wave	of	the	21st	century	in	the	country.	Peru	is	home	to	the	second	largest	number	of	Venezuelan	immigrants	after	Colombia.[238]	Main	article:	Languages	of	Peru	Casa	de	Osambela,	headquarters	of	the	Academia	Peruana	de	la	Lengua	(APL)	in	Lima	According	to	the	Peruvian	Constitution	of	1993,	Peru's	official	languages
are	Spanish	and,	in	areas	where	they	predominate,	Quechua	and	other	Indigenous	languages.	Spanish	is	spoken	natively	by	82.6%	of	the	population,	and	coexists	with	several	native	languages,	of	which	the	most	important	is	the	Quechuan	languages,	spoken	by	16.92%	of	the	population,	1.7%	Aymara	and	0.8%	speaking	another	native	language.	In	the
urban	areas	of	the	country,	especially	in	the	coastal	region,	monolingualism	of	Spanish	predominates;	while	in	many	rural	areas	of	the	country,	particularly	in	the	Amazon,	multilingual	populations	dominate.[239]	Spanish	language	is	used	by	the	government	and	is	the	mainstream	language	of	the	country,	which	is	used	by	the	media	and	in	educational
systems	and	commerce.	Amerindians	who	live	in	the	Andean	highlands	speak	Quechua	and	Aymara	and	are	ethnically	distinct	from	the	diverse	Indigenous	groups	who	live	on	the	eastern	side	of	the	Andes	and	in	the	tropical	lowlands	adjacent	to	the	Amazon	basin.[240]	Peru's	distinct	geographical	regions	are	mirrored	in	a	language	divide	between	the
coast	where	Spanish	is	more	predominant	over	the	Amerindian	languages,	and	the	more	diverse	traditional	Andean	cultures	of	the	mountains	and	highlands.	The	Indigenous	populations	east	of	the	Andes	speak	various	languages	and	dialects.	Some	of	these	groups	still	adhere	to	traditional	Indigenous	languages,	while	others	have	been	almost	completely
assimilated	into	the	Spanish	language.	There	has	been	an	increasing	and	organized	effort	to	teach	Quechua	in	public	schools	in	the	areas	where	Quechua	is	spoken.	In	the	Peruvian	Amazon,	numerous	Indigenous	languages	are	spoken,	including	Asháninka,	Bora,	and	Aguaruna.[240]	Main	article:	Religion	in	Peru	Basilica	Cathedral	of	Arequipa	Roman
Catholicism	has	been	the	predominant	faith	in	Peru	for	centuries,	albeit	religious	practices	have	a	high	degree	of	syncretism	with	Indigenous	traditions.[241]	Two	of	its	universities,	Pontifical	Catholic	University	of	Peru	and	Universidad	Católica	San	Pablo,	are	among	the	country's	five	top	universities.[242]	As	of	the	2017	census,	76%	of	the	population
over	12	years	old	described	themselves	as	Catholic;	14.1%	as	Evangelical;	4.8%	as	Protestant,	Jewish,	Latter-day	Saints,	and	Jehovah's	Witnesses;	and	5.1%	as	nonreligious.[243]	Amerindian	religious	traditions	continue	to	play	a	major	role	in	the	beliefs	of	Peruvians.	Catholic	festivities	like	Corpus	Christi,	Holy	Week	and	Christmas	sometimes	blend	with
Amerindian	traditions.	Pre-Columbian	Amerindian	festivities	remain	widespread;	Inti	Raymi,	an	ancient	Inca	festival,	is	still	celebrated,	especially	in	rural	communities.[citation	needed]	The	majority	of	towns,	cities,	and	villages	have	their	own	official	church	or	cathedral	and	patron	saint.	The	two	saints	of	Peru	are	Rose	of	Lima,	the	first	Saint	of	the
Americas,	and	Martin	de	Porres.	The	largest	cathedral	in	Peru	is	the	Metropolitan	Cathedral	of	Lima.	Other	notable	churches	and	cathedrals	are	the	Cusco	Cathedral	Basilica	Cathedral	of	Arequipa	and	the	Basilica	of	Santo	Domingo.[citation	needed]	On	8	May	2025,	naturalized	Peruvian	citizen	Cardinal	Robert	Francis	Prevost,	the	former	Bishop	of
Chiclayo	(2015–2023),	was	elected	Pope	of	the	Catholic	Church.	He	took	the	name	Leo	XIV	and	became	the	second	pope	from	the	Americas	after	his	Argentinian	predecessor,	Francis.[244]	Main	article:	Education	in	Peru	National	University	of	San	Marcos	located	in	Lima,	the	oldest	university	in	the	Americas	In	Peru,	education	is	under	the	jurisdiction	of
the	Ministry	of	Education,	which	is	in	charge	of	formulating,	implementing	and	supervising	the	national	education	policy.	According	to	the	Political	Constitution	of	Peru,	education	is	compulsory	and	free	in	public	schools	for	the	initial,	primary	and	secondary	levels.[245][246]	It	is	also	free	in	public	universities	for	students	who	have	satisfactory	academic
performance	and	pass	the	admission	exams.	Most	of	the	schools	in	Peru	are	private	and	religious.	Peru's	literacy	rate	is	estimated	at	92.9%	as	of	2007;	this	rate	is	lower	in	rural	areas	(80.3%)	than	in	urban	areas	(96.3%).[247]	Education	is	divided	into	different	levels:	Initial	education	corresponds	to	the	period	between	zero	and	five	years	of	age,	and	is	in
charge	of	cribs	whose	purpose	is	to	provide	children	with	the	stimulation	required	for	their	comprehensive	development	and	the	gardens	that	offer	technical-pedagogical	activities.	Primary	education	begins	with	the	first	cycle,	made	up	of	the	first	and	second	grades.	The	entry	age	for	children	is	six	years	old.	This	level	begins	in	the	first	grade	and	ends	in
the	sixth	grade	of	primary	school.	Secondary	education	consists	of	five	years,	from	first	to	fifth	year.	Then	comes	higher	education	that	can	be	technical,	productive,	technological	or	university.	To	enter	universities	it	is	essential	to	take	an	admission	exam,	although	the	difficulty	of	this	depends	on	the	requirements	of	the	university.	Peru	is	home	to	one	of
the	oldest	institutions	of	higher	learning	in	the	New	World.	The	National	University	of	San	Marcos,	founded	on	12	May	1551,	during	the	Viceroyalty	of	Peru,	is	the	first	officially	established	and	the	oldest	continuously	functioning	university	in	the	Americas.[248]	The	University	of	San	Marcos	is	known	to	be	the	best	in	Peru	and	among	the	best	in	South
America.	Many	of	the	Peruvian	toponyms	have	Indigenous	sources.	In	the	Andes	communities	of	Ancash,	Cusco	and	Puno,	Quechua	or	Aymara	names	are	overwhelmingly	predominant.	Their	Spanish-based	orthography,	however,	is	in	conflict	with	the	normalized	alphabets	of	these	languages.	According	to	Article	20	of	Decreto	Supremo	No	004-2016-MC
(Supreme	Decree)	which	approves	the	Regulations	to	Law	29735,	published	in	the	official	newspaper	El	Peruano	on	22	July	2016,	adequate	spellings	of	the	toponyms	in	the	normalized	alphabets	of	the	Indigenous	languages	must	progressively	be	proposed	with	the	aim	of	standardizing	the	naming	used	by	the	National	Geographic	Institute	(Instituto
Geográfico	Nacional,	IGN).	The	National	Geographic	Institute	realizes	the	necessary	changes	in	the	official	maps	of	Peru.[249]	Main	article:	Culture	of	Peru	11th-century	textile	doll,	Chancay	culture,	Walters	Art	Museum.	Dolls	are	frequently	found	in	the	tombs	of	ancient	Peru.[250]	Peruvian	culture	is	primarily	rooted	in	Iberian	and	Andean	traditions,
[251]	though	it	has	also	been	influenced	by	various	European,	Asian,	and	African	ethnic	groups.	Peruvian	artistic	traditions	date	back	to	the	elaborate	pottery,	textiles,	jewelry,	and	sculpture	of	Pre-Inca	cultures.	The	Incas	maintained	these	crafts	and	made	architectural	achievements	including	the	construction	of	Machu	Picchu.	Baroque	dominated
colonial	art,	though	modified	by	Native	traditions.[252]	During	this	period,	most	art	focused	on	religious	subjects;	the	numerous	churches	of	the	era	and	the	paintings	of	the	Cusco	School	are	representative.[253]	Arts	stagnated	after	independence	until	the	emergence	of	Indigenismo	in	the	early	20th	century.[254]	Since	the	1950s,	Peruvian	art	has	been
eclectic	and	shaped	by	both	foreign	and	local	art	currents.	Main	article:	Peruvian	art	Peruvian	art	has	its	origin	in	the	Andean	civilizations.	These	civilizations	arose	in	the	territory	of	modern	Peru	before	the	arrival	of	the	Spanish.	Peruvian	art	incorporated	European	elements	after	the	Spanish	conquest	and	continued	to	evolve	throughout	the	centuries	up
to	the	modern	day.[citation	needed]	This	section	does	not	cite	any	sources.	Please	help	improve	this	section	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:	"Peru"	–	news	·	newspapers	·	books	·	scholar	·	JSTOR	(June	2025)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	Peru's	earliest	artwork	came
from	the	Cupisnique	culture,	which	was	concentrated	on	the	Pacific	coast,	and	the	Chavín	culture,	which	was	largely	north	of	Lima	between	the	Andean	mountain	ranges	of	the	Cordillera	Negra	and	the	Cordillera	Blanca.	Decorative	work	from	this	era,	approximately	the	9th	century	BCE,	was	symbolic	and	religious	in	nature.	The	artists	worked	with	gold,
silver,	and	ceramics	to	create	a	variety	of	sculptures	and	relief	carvings.	These	civilizations	were	also	known	for	their	architecture	and	wood	sculptures.	The	Paracas	Cavernas	and	Paracas	Necropolis	cultures	developed	on	the	south	coast	of	Peru	between	the	9th	century	BCE	and	the	2nd	century	CE.	Paracas	Cavernas	produced	complex	polychrome	and
monochrome	ceramics	with	religious	representations.	Burials	from	the	Paracas	Necropolis	also	yielded	complex	textiles,	many	produced	with	sophisticated	geometric	patterns.	The	3rd	century	BCE	saw	the	flowering	of	the	urban	culture,	Moche,	in	the	Lambayeque	region.	The	Moche	culture	produced	architectural	works,	such	as	the	Huacas	del	Sol	y	de
la	Luna	and	the	Huaca	Rajada	of	Sipán.	They	were	experts	at	cultivation	in	terraces	and	hydraulic	engineering	and	produced	original	ceramics,	textiles,	pictorial	and	sculptural	works.	Another	urban	culture,	the	Wari	civilization,	flourished	between	the	8th	and	12th	centuries	in	Ayacucho.	Their	centralized	town	planning	was	extended	to	other	areas,	such
as	Pachacamac,	Cajamarquilla	and	Wari	Willka.	Between	the	9th	and	13th	centuries	CE,	the	military	urban	Tiwanaku	empire	rose	by	the	borders	of	Lake	Titicaca.	Centered	around	a	city	of	the	same	name	in	modern-day	Bolivia,	the	Tiwanaku	introduced	stone	architecture	and	sculpture	of	a	monumental	type.	These	works	of	architecture	and	art	were
made	possible	by	the	Tiwanaku's	developing	bronze,	which	enabled	them	to	make	the	necessary	tools.	Urban	architecture	reached	a	new	height	between	the	14th	and	15th	centuries	in	the	Chimú	Culture.	The	Chimú	built	the	city	of	Chan	Chan	in	the	valley	of	the	Moche	River,	in	La	Libertad.	The	Chimú	were	skilled	goldsmiths	and	created	remarkable
works	of	hydraulic	engineering.	The	Inca	Civilization,	which	united	Peru	under	its	hegemony	in	the	centuries	immediately	preceding	the	Spanish	conquest,	incorporated	into	their	own	works	a	great	part	of	the	cultural	legacy	of	the	civilizations	which	preceded	it.	Important	relics	of	their	artwork	and	architecture	can	be	seen	in	cities	like	Cusco,
architectural	remains	like	Sacsayhuamán	and	Machu	Picchu	and	stone	pavements	that	united	Cusco	with	the	rest	of	the	Inca	Empire.	Main	articles:	Peruvian	colonial	architecture	and	Cusco	School	Saint	Joseph	and	the	Christ	Child,	Anonymous,	Colonial	Cusco	Painting	School,	17th–18th	century	Peruvian	sculpture	and	painting	began	to	define	themselves
from	the	ateliers	founded	by	monks,	who	were	strongly	influenced	by	the	Sevillian	Baroque	School.	In	this	context,	the	stalls	of	the	Cathedral	choir,	the	fountain	of	the	Main	Square	of	Lima	both	by	Pedro	de	Noguera,	and	a	great	part	of	the	colonial	production	were	registered.	The	first	center	of	art	established	by	the	Spanish	was	the	Cuzco	School	that
taught	Quechua	artists	European	painting	styles.	Diego	Quispe	Tito	(1611–1681)	was	one	of	the	first	members	of	the	Cuzco	school	and	Marcos	Zapata	(1710–1773)	was	one	of	the	last.[255]	Painting	of	this	time	reflected	a	synthesis	of	European	and	Indigenous	influences,	as	is	evident	in	the	portrait	of	prisoner	Atahualpa,	by	D.	de	Mora	or	in	the	canvases
of	the	Italians	Mateo	Pérez	de	Alesio	and	Angelino	Medoro,	the	Spaniards	Francisco	Bejarano	and	J.	de	Illescas	and	the	Creole	J.	Rodriguez.	During	the	17th	and	18th	centuries,	the	Baroque	and	Rococo	styles,	with	their	heavy	ornamentation	and	predominantly	curved	lines,	also	dominated	the	fields	of	architecture	and	plastic	arts,	as	for	example	on	the
walls	of	the	Monastery	of	San	Francisco	in	Lima.	Main	article:	Peruvian	literature	Peruvian	literature	refers	not	only	to	literature	produced	in	the	modern	Republic	of	Peru,	but	also	literature	produced	in	the	Viceroyalty	of	Peru	during	the	colonial	period,	and	to	oral	traditions	created	by	diverse	ethnic	groups	living	in	what	is	now	Peru	during	the	pre-
Columbian	period,	such	as	the	Quechua,	the	Aymara	and	the	Chanka	people.	Cesar	Vallejo,	Peru's	most	famous	poet	Spaniards	introduced	writing	in	the	16th	century;	colonial	literary	expression	included	chronicles	and	religious	literature.	Some	of	the	first	chroniclers	were	writers	and	soldiers	who	were	responsible	for	producing	official	transcripts	of
military	expeditions.	There	was	also	a	small	group	of	non-official	chroniclers	or	personal	diarists	who	provided	unique	personal	insights	on	the	effort	to	subdue	and	colonize	the	region.	For	the	most	part,	these	chroniclers	all	wrote	from	the	perspective	of	Spanish	conquistadores,	whose	mission	was	to	"civilize"	and	"reveal	the	true	faith"	to	the	native
peoples	of	Peru.	Among	the	official	Spanish	chroniclers	were	Francisco	Xerez,	personal	secretary	of	Pizarro,	who	wrote	the	Verdadera	relación	de	la	conquista	del	Perú	y	provincia	del	Cuzco	llamada	la	Nueva	Castilla	(The	True	Narrative	of	the	Conquest	of	Peru	and	of	Cuzco	Province,	Otherwise	Known	as	New	Castile),	in	1534.	Indigenous	chroniclers
were	also	known,	such	as	Titu	Cusi	Yupanqui	who,	after	familiarizing	himself	with	Spanish	culture,	wrote	Relación	de	cómo	los	españoles	entraron	en	Pirú	y	el	subceso	que	tuvo	Mango	Inca	en	el	tiempo	en	que	entre	ellos	vivió	(The	Narrative	of	How	the	Spaniards	Entered	Piru	and	Mango	Inca's	Experiences	while	Living	Among	Them)	in	1570.	After
independence,	Costumbrism	and	Romanticism	became	the	most	common	literary	genres,	as	exemplified	in	the	works	of	Ricardo	Palma.[256]	The	early	20th	century's	Indigenismo	movement	was	led	by	such	writers	as	Ciro	Alegría[257]	and	José	María	Arguedas.[258]	The	avant-garde	movement	of	the	late	19th	and	early	20th	centuries	saw	the
establishment	of	magazines	Colónida	and	Amauta,	the	latter	founded	in	1926	by	the	prominent	socialist	essayist	José	Carlos	Mariátegui.	The	influential	poet	César	Vallejo,	who	was	one	of	its	collaborators,	wrote	modernist	and	often	politically	engaged	verse	in	the	1920s	and	1930s.	Modern	Peruvian	literature	is	recognized	thanks	to	authors	such	as	Nobel
laureate	Mario	Vargas	Llosa,	a	leading	member	of	the	Latin	American	Boom.[259]	Main	article:	Peruvian	cuisine	Ceviche	is	a	popular	lime-marinated	seafood	dish	which	originated	in	Peru.	Because	of	the	Spanish	expedition	and	discovery	of	America,	explorers	started	the	Columbian	exchange	which	included	unknown	food	in	the	Old	World,	including
potatoes,	tomatoes,	and	maize.	Modern	Indigenous	Peruvian	food	often	includes	corn,	potatoes,	and	chilies.	There	are	now	more	than	3,000	kinds	of	potatoes	grown	on	Peruvian	terrain,	according	to	Peru's	Instituto	Peruano	de	la	Papa.[260]	Modern	Peruvian	cuisine	blends	Amerindian	and	Spanish	food	with	strong	influences	from	Chinese,	African,	Arab,
Italian,	and	Japanese	cooking.[261]	Common	dishes	include	anticuchos,	ceviche,	and	pachamanca.	Peru's	varied	climate	allows	the	growth	of	diverse	plants	and	animals	good	for	cooking.[262]	Peru	is	known	to	have	one	of	the	best	cuisines	in	the	world.	The	capital,	Lima,	is	home	to	Central	Restaurante,	which	is	one	of	the	World's	Best	Restaurants	and
serves	various	Peruvian	dishes	from	each	geographical	part	of	the	country,	the	Costa	(coast),	Sierra	(mountains)	and	Selva	(rainforest).	Peruvian	cuisine	reflects	local	practices	and	ingredients	–	including	influences	from	the	Indigenous	population	such	as	the	Inca	and	cuisines	introduced	by	colonizers	and	immigrants.	Without	the	familiar	ingredients	from
their	home	countries,	immigrants	modified	their	traditional	cuisines	by	using	ingredients	available	in	Peru.	The	four	traditional	staples	of	Peruvian	cuisine	are	corn,	potatoes	and	other	tubers,	Amaranthaceaes	(quinoa,	kañiwa	and	kiwicha)	and	legumes	(beans	and	lupins).	Staples	brought	by	the	Spanish	include	rice,	wheat,	and	meats	(beef,	pork,	and
chicken).	Many	traditional	foods	–	such	as	quinoa,	kiwicha,	chili	peppers,	and	several	roots	and	tubers	have	increased	in	popularity	in	recent	decades,	reflecting	a	revival	of	interest	in	Native	Peruvian	foods	and	culinary	techniques.	It	is	also	common	to	see	traditional	cuisines	being	served	with	a	modern	flair	in	towns	like	Cusco,	where	tourists	come	to
visit.	Chef	Gastón	Acurio	has	become	well	known	for	raising	awareness	of	local	ingredients.	Main	article:	Peruvian	music	Marinera	Norteña	Peruvian	music	has	Andean,	Spanish,	and	African	roots.[263]	In	pre-Columbian	times,	musical	expressions	varied	widely	in	each	region;	the	quena	and	the	tinya	were	two	common	instruments.[264]	Spaniards
introduced	new	instruments,	such	as	the	guitar	and	the	harp,	which	led	to	the	development	of	crossbred	instruments	like	the	charango.[265]	African	contributions	to	Peruvian	music	include	its	rhythms	and	the	cajón,	a	percussion	instrument.	Peruvian	folk	dances	include	marinera,	tondero,	zamacueca,	diablada	and	huayno.[266]	Peruvian	music	is
dominated	by	the	national	instrument,	the	charango.	The	charango	is	a	member	of	the	lute	family	of	instruments	and	was	invented	during	colonial	times	by	musicians	imitating	the	Spanish	vihuela.	In	the	Canas	and	Titicaca	regions,	the	charango	is	used	in	courtship	rituals,	symbolically	invoking	mermaids	with	the	instrument	to	lure	the	woman	to	the	male
performers.	Until	the	1960s,	the	charango	was	denigrated	as	an	instrument	of	the	rural	poor.	After	the	revolution	in	1959,	which	built	the	Indigenismo	movement	(1910–1940),	the	charango	was	popularized	among	other	performers.	Variants	include	the	walaycho,	chillador,	chinlili,	and	the	larger	and	lower-tuned	charangon.	While	the	Spanish	guitar	is
widely	played,	so	too	is	the	Spanish-in-origin	bandurria.	Unlike	the	guitar,	it	has	been	transformed	by	Peruvian	players	over	the	years,	changing	from	a	12-string,	6-course	instrument	to	one	having	12	to	16	strings	in	a	mere	four	courses.	Violins	and	harps,	also	of	European	origin,	are	also	played.	A	very	famous	instrument	from	Peru	is	the	pan	flute,	dating
back	to	Incan	times.	It	is	made	of	hollow	bamboo	tubes	and	is	widely	played	in	the	Peruvian	Andes.	The	country	also	has	some	rock	and	pop	singers	and	bands	of	great	acceptance,	both	nationally	and	internationally	such	as:	Susan	Ochoa,	Anna	Carina,	Jean	Paul	Strauss,	Leslie	Shaw,	Raúl	Romero,	Gian	Marco	and	Pedro	Suárez-Vértiz,	winners	of	awards
such	as	the	Latin	Grammy	Awards	and	Orgullosamente	Latino	Award.	Peru	is	also	the	country	that	saw	the	birth	of	Los	Saicos,	considered	the	first	garage	rock	and	protopunk	band	in	the	world.	Other	famous	Peruvian	rock	bands	include	Arena	Hash,	Nosequien	y	Los	Nosecuantos,	Frágil,	Amen,	and	Mar	de	Copas.	Award-winning	filmmaker	Claudia	Llosa
While	the	Peruvian	film	industry	has	not	been	nearly	as	prolific	as	that	of	some	other	Latin	American	countries,	some	Peruvian	movies	have	enjoyed	regional	success.	Historically,	the	cinema	of	Peru	began	in	Iquitos	in	1932	with	Antonio	Wong	Rengifo	(alongside	a	significant	early	film	billboard	from	1900)	due	to	the	rubber	boom	and	the	influx	of
foreigners	bringing	technology	to	the	city.	This	led	to	the	development	of	an	extensive	and	distinctive	filmography,	characterized	by	a	style	different	from	the	films	produced	in	the	capital,	Lima.	Peru	also	produced	the	first	animated	3-D	film	in	Latin	America,	Piratas	en	el	Callao.	This	film	is	set	in	the	historical	port	city	of	Callao,	which	during	colonial
times	had	to	defend	itself	against	attacks	by	Dutch	and	British	privateers	seeking	to	undercut	Spain's	trade	with	its	colonies.	The	film	was	produced	by	the	Peruvian	company	Alpamayo	Entertainment,	which	made	a	second	3-D	film	one	year	later:	Dragones:	Destino	de	Fuego.	In	February	2006,	the	film	Madeinusa,	produced	as	a	joint	venture	between
Peru	and	Spain	and	directed	by	Claudia	Llosa,	was	set	in	an	imaginary	Andean	village	and	describes	the	stagnating	life	of	Madeinusa	performed	by	Magaly	Solier	and	the	traumas	of	post-civil	war	Peru.	Llosa,	who	drew	inspiration	from	elements	of	Gabriel	García	Márquez's	magic	realism,	won	an	award	at	the	Rotterdam	Film	Festival.	Llosa's	second
feature,	The	Milk	of	Sorrow	("La	Teta	Asustada"),	was	nominated	for	the	82nd	Academy	Awards	for	Best	Foreign	Language	Picture,	the	first	Peruvian	film	in	the	academy's	history	to	be	nominated.	The	film	won	the	Golden	Bear	at	the	59th	Berlin	International	Film	Festival.	Main	article:	Sport	in	Peru	Estadio	Nacional	del	Perú	in	2021	The	idea	of	sport
dates	back	to	the	arrival	of	the	Spanish	in	the	16th	century,	though	many	games	and	other	native	forms	of	entertainment	predated	the	colonial	era.	More	recently,	the	American	ideology	of	physical	education	linked	to	commercialization	has	had	widespread	appeal.	Sports	in	the	country	are	divided	into	several	sports	federations	(one	for	each	sports
practice)	that	are	under	the	tutelage	of	the	highest	state	entity	to	regulate	their	practice,	the	Peruvian	Sports	Institute	(IPD).	Most	of	the	sports	federations	are	based	in	the	Villa	Deportiva	Nacional	in	Lima.	Peru's	largest	stadium	is	Estadio	Monumental	"U"	which	has	a	capacity	of	over	80,000,	making	it	the	second	largest	stadium	in	South	America.	The
country's	national	stadium	is	the	Estadio	Nacional.	Peru	has	hosted	various	sporting	events,	such	as	the	2004	Copa	América,	2005	FIFA	U-17	World	Championship,	2013	and	2024	Bolivarian	Games,	and	the	largest	sporting	event	held	by	the	country,	the	2019	Pan	American	Games.	The	national	sport	of	Peru	is	Paleta	frontón,	which	has	developed	in	the
16th	century	in	Lima.	Football	is	the	most	popular	and	widely	practiced	sport	in	the	country.	The	Peruvian	Primera	División	is	the	most	important	club	tournament	in	the	nation.	The	men's	team	has	had	some	important	performances	on	the	world	stage.	They	participated	in	the	FIFA	World	Cup	five	times.	Likewise,	they	have	been	champions	of	the	Copa
América	on	two	occasions,	in	1939	and	1975,	and	impressed	at	the	1936	Summer	Olympics	before	going	home	after	withdrawing	from	a	walkover	given	to	Austria	in	the	quarter-final.	Teófilo	Cubillas	is	considered	Peru's	greatest	footballer.	At	the	club	level,	Universitario	stands	out	with	the	runner-up	in	the	Copa	Libertadores	in	1972	and	Sporting	Cristal
also	with	the	runner-up	in	1997.	The	only	Peruvian	clubs	with	international	titles	are	Cienciano,	which	won	the	2003	Recopa	Sudamericana	and	the	2004	Recopa	Sudamericana,	and	Universitario,	champion	of	the	2011	U-20	Copa	Libertadores.	Other	popular	sports	in	Peru	are	volleyball,	surfing	and	karate.	Peru	has	won	multiple	gold,	silver,	and	bronze
medals	at	the	Pan	American	Games.	The	Peru	women's	national	volleyball	team	was	one	of	the	dominant	teams	in	the	1980s	and	90s	and	won	the	silver	medal	at	the	1988	Summer	Olympics,	losing	to	the	Soviet	Union	3–2	after	having	led	by	a	wide	margin.	Peru	has	usually	been	very	good	at	surfing	and	volleyball.	Peru	portal	Outline	of	Peru	^	In	Peru,
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del	Perú:	Los	animales	más	letales¿Te	atreverías	a	explorar	la	biodiversidad	del	Perú?	Este	magnífico	país,	conocido	por	su	rica	fauna	y	flora,	también	alberga	a	algunos	de	los	animales	más	letales	del	planeta.	Desde	serpientes	venenosas	hasta	criaturas	que	acechan	en	las	profundidades	de	la	selva,	la	naturaleza	peruana	guarda	sorpresas	aterradoras.	En
este	artículo,	te	invitamos	a	conocer	a	los	siete	animales	más	peligrosos	que	habitan	este	territorio,	donde	la	belleza	y	el	peligro	coexisten.	Prepárate	para	adentrarte	en	un	mundo	fascinante	y,	a	la	vez,	inquietante.	¡Comencemos	esta	emocionante	aventura!Descubre	la	fascinante	fauna	peruana	mientras	exploramos	los	7	animales	más	peligrosos	que
habitan	en	este	increíble	país.	Prepárate	para	conocer	a	las	criaturas	más	letales	de	nuestro	territorio	¡No	te	pierdas	esta	emocionante	aventura!Más	del	60	por	ciento	de	la	tierra	peruana	está	cubierta	por	la	selva	amazónica,	y	es	allí	donde	encontrarás	los	animales	más	peligrosos	de	Perú.	Si	está	planeando	hacer	el	Camino	Inca	o	visitar	Machu	Picchu,
debe	leer	esta	guía.	Porque,	sencillamente,	el	Perú	tiene	animales	que	te	pueden	matar,	entre	ellos	los	animales	vivos	más	venenosos:	las	ranas	venenosas.Conocido	como	la	selva	(‘la	selva’),	la	aislada	región	de	la	selva	tropical	peruana	se	extiende	desde	las	estribaciones	orientales	(la	Montaña)	hasta	el	inicio	de	la	cuenca	amazónica.	De	hecho,
recientemente	se	ha	demostrado	que	el	río	Mantaro,	en	el	este	de	Perú,	que	transporta	agua	de	deshielo	de	los	glaciares	en	lo	alto	de	los	Andes	peruanos,	es	el	fuente	verdadera	del	AmazonasAsí	que	aquí,	clasificados	en	orden	de	letalidad,	están	los	7	animales	más	peligrosos	de	todos	los	tiempos	en	Perú.	Tal	vez	aún	estés	a	tiempo	de	cancelar	tu	billete…
La	rana	venenosa	dorada	es	el	animal	más	mortífero	del	mundo	|	Imagen	de	jggrz	en	PixabayCon	suficiente	veneno	para	matar	hasta	siete	hombres	adultos,	las	ranas	dardo	venenosas	(o	ranas	flecha	venenosas)	son	quizás	los	animales	más	mortíferos	de	la	Tierra.	Esto	es	aún	más	impresionante	cuando	te	das	cuenta	de	que	estas	ranas	son	diminutas:	las
más	grandes	no	miden	más	de	6	centímetros	de	largo,	y	algunas	están	completamente	desarrolladas	con	solo	15	milímetros.Hay	más	de	170	especies	de	Dendrobatidae	y,	a	nuestros	ojos,	sus	impresionantes	esquemas	de	color	son	hermosos.	Pero	en	la	naturaleza,	los	colores	brillantes	suelen	ser	una	señal	de	advertencia,	y	el	mensaje	aquí	es	claro:
manténgase	alejado.	El	veneno	producido	por	estas	ranas,	la	batracotoxina,	es	tan	potente	que	incluso	en	cantidades	minúsculas	puede	causar	parálisis	y	muerte	si	ingresa	al	torrente	sanguíneo.Este	hecho	no	pasó	desapercibido	para	las	tribus	de	la	selva	tropical	como	los	Emberá	Chocó,	que	fabricaban	pequeños	dardos	con	astillas	de	madera	de	palma	y
los	cubrían	con	el	veneno	de	las	ranas,	de	ahí	el	nombre	de	‘rana	dardo	venenoso’.	La	toxina	de	la	rana	venenosa	dorada,	en	particular,	es	20	veces	más	tóxica	que	cualquier	otro	veneno	de	rana.Afortunadamente,	la	rana	venenosa	dorada	solo	se	encuentra	en	una	pequeña	parcela	de	selva	tropical	en	la	costa	del	Pacífico	de	Colombia.	Las	ranas	flecha
venenosas	de	Perú	son	menos	tóxicas,	pero	la	toxina	aún	puede	matar.	Un	ejemplo	es	la	rana	flecha	venenosa	de	Anthony	que	lleva	epibatidina.	Según	un	estudio	de	1998,	incluso	cantidades	diminutas	de	epibatidina	pueden	causar	daños	cerebrales	y	musculares	graves.	Esto	puede	conducir	a	parálisis	respiratoria,	presión	arterial	alta,	convulsiones	y
muerte.¡Pero	no	todo	es	malo!	Algunas	especies	producen	toxinas	que	son	útiles	para	la	investigación	científica.	Por	ejemplo,	la	toxina	de	la	rana	venenosa	fantasmal	de	nombre	extraño	contiene	un	analgésico	200	veces	más	potente	que	la	morfina.FatalidadesLa	toxina	de	una	rana	dardo	venenosa	puede	matar	a	cualquier	animal,	incluidos	nosotros,	en
menos	de	tres	minutos	y	no	hay	antídoto.	Sin	embargo,	los	registros	hasta	2019	no	muestran	informes	publicados	de	muertes	humanas	por	ranas	venenosas,	incluida	la	variedad	dorada.La	picadura	de	la	hormiga	bala	es	la	más	dolorosa	del	mundo	|	Crédito	de	la	imagen:	berniedup	con	licencia	CC	BY-SA	2.0la	hormiga	bala	(Paraponera	clavata)	Realmente
no	debería	estar	en	esta	lista,	ya	que	no	es	un	asesino.	Pero	lo	hemos	incluido	por	una	razón	específica:	tiene	la	picadura	más	dolorosa	jamás	registrada.Hay	una	forma	oficial	de	medir	el	dolor,	llamada	Índice	de	dolor	de	Schmidt.	En	una	escala	que	alcanza	un	máximo	de	15,	la	hormiga	bala	registra	15.	Justin	Schmidt,	quien	creó	el	índice,	lo	describe
como	“dolor	puro,	intenso	y	brillante.	Como	caminar	sobre	carbón	en	llamas	con	un	clavo	de	3	pulgadas	incrustado	en	el	talón”.Las	hormigas	obreras	bala	pueden	crecer	hasta	1,2	pulgadas	de	largo,	lo	que	en	términos	de	hormigas	es	enorme.	(Algunos	sitios	web	afirman	erróneamente	que	la	hormiga	bala	es	la	hormiga	más	grande	del	mundo,	sin
embargo,	ese	honor	es	para	Dinoponerala	hormiga	gigante	amazónica,	que	puede	exceder	las	1,5	pulgadas	de	largo).Las	hormigas	bala	pueden	ser	feroces,	pero	no	son	instintivamente	agresivas.	Si	se	les	molesta,	su	primera	defensa	es	emitir	un	olor	de	advertencia	apestoso.	Al	mismo	tiempo,	emitirán	un	chillido	(¡sí,	en	serio!)	para	advertir	al	nido.	Si	la
amenaza	persiste,	las	hormigas	muerden	y	se	aferran	a	sus	atacantes	y	luego	pican	repetidamente.Su	picadura	libera	poneratoxina:	un	compuesto	único	que	interrumpe	las	sinapsis	en	el	sistema	nervioso	central.	Esto	confunde	los	nervios	y	las	terminaciones	nerviosas,	lo	que	resulta	en	un	dolor	intenso	y	devorador	que	emana	en	ondas	desde	el	área	de	la
picadura.	Peor	aún	es	que	el	dolor	puede	durar	un	día	completo,	aunque	más	de	12	horas	es	raro.Una	cosa	asombrosa	acerca	de	la	picadura	de	la	hormiga	bala	es	que	no	tiene	efectos	secundarios.	Esto	se	debe	a	que	la	neurotoxina	inyectada,	aunque	causa	un	dolor	intenso,	no	es	físicamente	peligrosa.	Además,	después	de	veinticuatro	horas,	la	toxina	se
elimina	por	completo	del	cuerpo.	Según	el	aventurero	y	naturalista	Steve	Backshall,	una	vez	que	la	toxina	desaparece	“te	sientes	fantástico.	Tienes	una	sobredosis	de	adrenalina	tan	grande	que	te	sientes	como	un	dios.	Durante	una	semana	después,	sentí	que	si	hubiera	saltado	por	un	precipicio	podría	haber	volado”.FatalidadesNo	hay	informes
científicamente	documentados	de	muertes,	quizás	porque,	según	algunas	estimaciones,	se	necesitarían	al	menos	250	picaduras	para	matar	a	un	humano	de	165	libras.Hermoso	pero	mortal,	el	jaguar	es	un	depredador	ápice	|	Crédito	de	la	imagen:	Elementos	de	EnvatoEl	felino	más	grande	de	las	Américas,	el	jaguar	tiene	una	mordida	más	poderosa	que
cualquier	otro	felino	grande,	lo	suficientemente	fuerte	como	para	perforar	un	cráneo	humano.	Una	de	las	máquinas	de	matar	perfectas	de	la	naturaleza,	el	jaguar	es	un	depredador	creado	para	la	elegancia,	la	velocidad	y	la	precisión	mortal.El	nombre	‘jaguar’	(Pantera	onca)	proviene	de	una	palabra	indígena	indígena	y	significa	“el	que	mata	de	un	salto”.
Este	es	un	nombre	apropiado,	ya	que	el	jaguar	se	basa	en	el	sigilo,	la	velocidad	y	ese	solo	salto	para	atrapar	a	su	presa.	Los	jaguares	se	alimentan	únicamente	de	carne	y	su	dieta	incluye	más	de	80	especies	diferentes,	entre	las	que	se	incluyen	carpinchos,	tapires	y	tortugas.	Para	asegurar	su	presa,	los	jaguares	emplean	un	método	de	matanza	inusual.
Usando	sus	poderosas	mandíbulas,	estos	grandes	felinos	muerden	directamente	a	través	del	cráneo	de	su	víctima,	causándole	un	daño	irreparable	al	cerebro.Los	jaguares	son	ferozmente	territoriales,	y	los	adultos	se	reúnen	solo	para	aparearse	y	dividir	territorios:	un	solo	macho	suele	patrullar	un	área	de	hasta	3	millas	cuadradas	y	recibe	el	primer
rechazo	de	cualquier	hembra	en	el	área.	Bien	adaptado	a	la	natación,	su	coto	de	caza	incluye	tanto	agua	como	tierra.	Pero	incluso	este	depredador	ápice	debe	ser	cauteloso,	ya	que	se	sabe	que	las	anacondas	atacan	y	dominan	a	los	jaguares	adultos.Las	marcas	de	cada	jaguar	son	únicas.	Si	bien	esto	es	ideal	para	camuflarse,	también	convierte	a	estos
grandes	felinos	en	objetivos	preciados	para	el	comercio	de	pieles.	Durante	la	década	de	1960,	más	de	15.000	jaguares	fueron	asesinados	por	sus	pieles	cada	año.	La	caza	furtiva	y	el	comercio	de	pieles	ahora	están	prohibidos,	pero	el	jaguar	sigue	siendo	una	especie	amenazada.FatalidadesComo	la	mayoría	de	los	grandes	depredadores,	los	jaguares	no
evolucionaron	con	el	hombre	como	presa,	por	lo	que	no	estamos	en	su	«radar	de	presa».	De	hecho,	los	expertos	han	clasificado	a	los	jaguares	como	los	grandes	felinos	con	menos	probabilidades	de	atacar	a	los	humanos.	Las	muertes	son	raras,	de	hecho	en	los	últimos	20	años,	solo	una	muerte	por	jaguar	nunca	se	ha	informado	en	toda	la	cuenca	del
Amazonas.Más	recientemente,	para	demostrar	que	no	hay	defensa	contra	la	estupidez,	una	mujer	saltó	una	barrera	en	un	zoológico	de	Arizona	para	tomarse	una	selfie	con	un	jaguar.	Como	era	de	esperar,	el	gran	felino	atacó:	dejando	a	la	mujer	con	profundos	cortes	en	los	brazos.	Admitió	que	se	equivocó	pero,	al	más	puro	estilo	litigioso,	también	está
demandando	al	zoológico	por	tener	sus	barreras	en	el	lugar	equivocado.¿Lima	es	segura?	(Consejos,	trucos	y	cosas	que	hacer)El	ciempiés	gigante	amazónico	es	la	especie	de	ciempiés	más	grande	del	mundo	|	Crédito	de	la	imagen:	Syrio	con	licencia	CC	BY-SA	4.0El	ciempiés	gigante	amazónico	(Scolopendra	gigantea)	o,	para	usar	su	nombre	local,	el
ciempiés	gigante	peruano	de	patas	amarillas,	crece	hasta	12	pulgadas	de	largo,	lo	que	lo	convierte	en	la	especie	de	ciempiés	más	grande	del	mundo.	Estos	nativos	amazónicos	no	son	insectos:	en	cambio,	son	miriápodos,	que	es	un	grupo	que	incluye	ciempiés,	milpiés	y	pequeñas	criaturas	translúcidas	llamadas	Symphyla.Son	carnívoros	voraces	y
depredadores,	y	comerán	cualquier	cosa	que	puedan	atrapar.	Esto	incluye	presas	más	pequeñas,	pero	también	criaturas	más	grandes	como	tarántulas,	lagartijas,	serpientes,	ranas	y	ratones.	Su	primer	par	de	patas	se	ha	convertido	en	garras,	que	se	curvan	alrededor	de	la	cabeza	y	contienen	una	toxina	en	una	glándula	oculta.	Estos	ciempiés	son	rápidos:
se	precipitan,	agarran	a	sus	presas	e	inyectan	la	toxina	paralizante	con	la	eficacia	de	un	rayo.	No	se	conocen	muchas	criaturas	del	suelo	del	bosque	que	escapen	del	ciempiés	gigante	amazónico.Dentro	de	la	selva	tropical,	encontrará	ciempiés	gigantes	amazónicos	escondidos	debajo	de	madera	podrida,	restos	de	hojas	o	debajo	de	una	roca,	pero	también	se
sabe	que	residen	en	las	casas	de	las	personas:	buscan	escondites	oscuros	y	húmedos.	Al	igual	que	con	cualquier	animal	venenoso,	los	ciempiés	gigantes	amazónicos	muerden	para	defenderse	o	si	se	les	molesta.	Las	mordeduras	en	humanos	son	raras,	pero	al	parecer	son	muy	dolorosas	y	pueden	causar	reacciones	alérgicas,	fiebre	y	fatiga.FatalidadesSolo
se	han	informado	cuatro	muertes	por	picaduras	de	ciempiés	en	todo	el	mundo,	y	solo	una	se	debió	al	gigante	amazónico.	(Lamentablemente	se	trataba	de	la	muerte	de	una	niña	de	4	años,	ocurrida	en	Venezuela	en	2014).	Más	recientemente,	en	octubre	de	2020,	un	ex	campeón	de	boxeo	tailandés	con	diabetes	murió	por	envenenamiento	de	la	sangre
debido	a	la	mordedura	de	un	ciempiés	pelirrojo	chino.Crédito	de	la	foto:	berniedup	@	Flickr.comLa	araña	errante	brasileña	es	el	arácnido	más	venenoso	del	mundo.	Su	mordedura	puede	liberar	una	de	las	toxinas	más	mortales	conocidas	por	el	hombre,	y	hasta	1996	no	había	antídoto.Hay	8	especies	de	arañas	errantes	brasileñas,	conocidas	colectivamente
por	su	nombre	científico	Foneutria	(¡que	en	griego	significa	“asesina”!)	También	se	las	conoce	como	arañas	bananeras,	debido	a	su	hábito	ocasional	de	aparecer	en	cajas	de	bananos	enviados.	El	más	peligroso	de	este	grupo:	el	cazador	brasileño.	(P.	nigriventer)	–	solo	se	encuentra	en	Brasil,	pero	dos	especies	son	locales	en	Perú,	conocidas	como	P	fera	y
P.	reidyi.P	fera	es	la	más	grande	de	las	dos	peruanas	y	es	la	segunda	más	tóxica	de	todas	las	arañas	errantes,	solo	superada	por	la	brasileña	Huntsman.	Su	dieta	incluye	insectos	grandes	como	grillos,	lagartijas	y	ratones,	que	caza	de	noche.	Es	por	eso	que	se	las	conoce	como	«arañas	errantes»:	otras	arañas	generalmente	esperan	su	comida	en	una	red	o
guarida.Durante	el	día,	las	arañas	errantes	mexicanas	buscan	refugio	y	sombra,	lo	que	ocasionalmente	las	lleva	a	esconderse	en	los	rincones	oscuros	de	las	casas	residenciales.	En	la	selva	tropical,	temen	ser	presa	fácil	de	aves	grandes	y	otros	depredadores,	por	lo	que	suelen	pasar	el	día	escondidos	en	la	hojarasca.Sin	embargo,	si	se	les	molesta,	muerden
(repetidamente),	aunque	su	primer	instinto	es	defenderse.	Tienen	una	postura	defensiva	característica	en	la	que	mantienen	las	patas	delanteras	por	encima	de	la	cabeza:	esto	significa	que	su	próximo	movimiento	es	atacar,	¡así	que	lo	mejor	que	puedes	hacer	es	retroceder!Una	picadura	de	una	araña	errante	puede	ser	fatal	y,	según	los	informes,	algunas
víctimas	humanas	han	muerto	en	menos	de	una	hora.	Los	sobrevivientes	no	están	mucho	mejor:	el	veneno	contiene	una	potente	neurotoxina	que	conduce	a	la	parálisis	respiratoria,	y	también	una	concentración	muy	alta	de	serotonina	que	hace	que	las	picaduras	sean	terriblemente	dolorosas.	Las	mordeduras	también	pueden	causar	priapismo,	que	no
vamos	a	explicar	aquí.FatalidadesLa	mayoría	de	las	picaduras	de	arañas	errantes	ocurren	en	Brasil,	con	aproximadamente	4000	casos	por	año,	pero	menos	del	1%	se	consideran	graves.	Desde	1903	se	han	atribuido	quince	muertes	a	las	arañas	errantes	mexicanas.	(En	un	caso,	dos	niños	que	dormían	en	la	misma	cama,	en	una	casa	rural	de	la	costa
atlántica	de	Sao	Paulofueron	asesinados	en	la	misma	noche	por	la	misma	araña.)Foto	por	Jason	L.	BuberalLos	jaguares	pueden	gobernar	en	tierra,	pero	son	los	caimanes	negros	los	que	dominan	en	el	agua.	Son	el	depredador	más	grande	de	la	cuenca	del	río	Amazonas,	son	asesinos	despiadados	y	no	los	verás	venir	hasta	que	sea	demasiado	tarde.El	caimán
negro	es	el	más	grande	de	toda	la	familia	de	caimanes	con	machos	adultos	que	miden	en	promedio	de	13	a	15	pies	de	largo	(se	han	reportado	enormes	caimanes	de	20	pies,	pero	no	confirmados).	Solo	se	encuentran	en	el	Amazonas,	viviendo	en	lagos	de	agua	dulce,	ríos	de	flujo	lento	y	la	sabana	inundada	estacionalmente.Al	igual	que	sus	primos	cocodrilos
y	caimanes,	los	caimanes	han	caminado	por	esta	tierra	durante	millones	de	años.	En	2005,	científicos	peruanos	descubrieron	los	restos	fosilizados	de	un	cocodrilo	gigante	de	46	pies	de	largo	en	lo	profundo	de	la	selva	tropical.	Había	estado	allí	durante	más	de	15	millones	de	años,	y	algunos	expertos	lo	ven	como	una	prueba	de	que	el	Amazonas	fue	una	vez
un	enorme	mar	interior	conectado	con	el	Caribe.El	caimán	negro	es	un	depredador	ápice	y	atacará	a	cualquier	animal	que	se	aventure	en	su	territorio,	incluidos	los	humanos	desprevenidos.	Con	vista	y	oído	agudos,	prefiere	el	amparo	de	la	noche	para	cazar	a	su	presa.	Su	coloración	oscura	significa	que	es	difícil	de	detectar	en	la	oscuridad,	lo	que	facilita
el	acecho.	Al	igual	que	con	todos	los	cocodrilos,	los	dientes	de	un	caimán	están	diseñados	para	agarrar	pero	no	masticar,	por	lo	que	generalmente	intentan	tragar	su	comida	entera	después	de	ahogarla	o	aplastarla.Aunque	no	tienen	depredadores	naturales,	pueden	ocurrir	ataques	a	los	caimanes.	Se	sabe	que	las	anacondas	aplastan	y	consumen	caimanes
jóvenes,	y	hay	varios	registros	de	jaguares	que	derriban	a	adultos	pequeños,	incluido	uno	que	medía	12	pies.	Nadie	ha	visto	nunca	a	un	caimán	enfrentarse	a	un	jaguar,	aunque	todos	los	especialistas	en	comportamiento	animal	están	de	acuerdo	en	que	es	un	escenario	probable.	En	cuanto	a	quién	ganaría	en	una	pelea	a	muerte	de	jaguar	contra	caimán,
nuestro	dinero	está	en	el	caimán.FatalidadesSegún	CrocBITE,	entre	2010	y	ahora	(diciembre	de	2020)	se	han	registrado	74	ataques	de	caimanes	negros	a	humanos,	de	los	cuales	17	fueron	fatales.	La	última	fue	en	mayo	de	2019,	cuando	un	pescador	brasileño	de	53	años,	posiblemente	borracho,	fue	arrebatado	de	su	canoa.	De	los	74	incidentes
denunciados,	la	gran	mayoría	se	produjeron	en	Brasil;	solo	seis	ataques	ocurrieron	en	Perú.El	mosquito	involuntariamente	fatal	|	Crédito	de	la	imagen:	Егор	Камелев	de	PixabaySe	ha	afirmado	que	casi	la	mitad	de	las	personas	que	alguna	vez	han	vivido	han	muerto	a	causa	de	una	enfermedad	transmitida	por	mosquitos.	Eso	es	más	de	50	mil	millones	de
personas.	En	la	Selva	y	las	principales	ciudades,	lamentablemente,	te	encontrarás	con	muchos	mosquitos.	Potencialmente,	esto	los	convierte	en	los	animales	más	peligrosos	de	Perú	y,	sin	duda,	uno	de	los	que	hay	que	tener	cuidado.Como	le	dirán	la	mayoría	de	los	sitios	web,	los	mosquitos	en	realidad	no	fabrican	la	enfermedad,	pero	sí	portan	y,	en	última
instancia,	transmiten	los	patógenos	y	parásitos	infecciosos	que	causan	la	enfermedad.	Y,	como	son	el	único	animal	involucrado,	es	justo	calificarlos	como	peligrosos	y,	de	hecho,	mortales.En	2017,	Lima,	la	capital	de	Perú	vio	un	aumento	en	las	poblaciones	de	mosquitos.	Esto	incluía	a	las	especies	más	temidas:	las	Aedes	aegypti,	portador	de	varias
enfermedades	como	el	dengue,	el	virus	Zika,	el	chikungunya	y	la	fiebre	amarilla.	La	malaria,	también	conocida	por	los	mosquitos,	es	solo	un	problema	en	la	selva	tropical:	según	fuentes	oficiales,	no	existe	riesgo	de	malaria	para	los	viajeros	que	visitan	lugares	turísticos	populares	como	Cusco,	Machu	Picchu	o	el	lago	Titicaca.Escucharás	esto	cientos	de
veces	si	decides	ir	a	Perú,	pero	no	podemos	enfatizarlo	lo	suficiente:	¡compra	repelente	de	insectos!	También	debe	asegurarse	de	recibir	una	vacuna	contra	la	fiebre	amarilla	unas	buenas	semanas	antes	de	viajar.	Eso,	y	el	uso	juicioso	de	mosquiteros,	generalmente	mantendrán	a	raya	incluso	a	los	mosquitos	más	persistentes.	Aquí	hay	un	enlace	a	los
consejos	de	los	CDC	sobre	el	mejor	spray	repelente	para	mosquitos.FatalidadesLas	enfermedades	transmitidas	por	mosquitos	representan	más	del	17%	de	todas	las	enfermedades	infecciosas,	causando	más	de	700.000	muertes	cada	año	(algunos	expertos	estiman	esto	en	más	de	un	millón).	La	malaria,	transmitida	por	los	mosquitos	anofelinos,	es	la
principal	causa	de	muerte	con	diferencia:	se	estima	que	hay	219	millones	de	casos	en	todo	el	mundo	y	más	de	400	000	muertes	cada	año.La	fiebre	del	dengue,	la	siguiente	infección	más	mortal,	es	transmitida	por	los	mosquitos	Aedes.	Se	estima	que	hay	96	millones	de	casos	sintomáticos	por	año,	lo	que	resulta	en	más	de	40.000	muertes	cada	año.Imagen
de	jmarti20	en	PixabayY	ahí	está:	nuestro	top	7	de	todos	los	tiempos.	Esperamos	que	haya	disfrutado	nuestro	artículo,	y	si	hemos	logrado	aumentar	su	conocimiento	sobre	los	animales	peligrosos	en	Perú,	¡entonces	nuestro	trabajo	aquí	está	hecho!	Y	nos	encantaría	recibir	algo	de	usted	a	cambio,	así	que	¿por	qué	no	deja	un	comentario	en	el	cuadro	de
comentarios	o	se	conecta	con	nosotros	en	las	redes	sociales?	¡Gracias!Hay	más	de	3000	especies	diferentes	de	animales	que	viven	en	Perú,	de	las	cuales	aproximadamente	180	son	endémicas.	Eso	convierte	al	Perú	en	uno	de	los	países	con	mayor	biodiversidad	del	planeta.	El	número	de	animales	se	puede	desglosar	de	la	siguiente	manera:Mamíferos:	más
de	500	especies,	como	el	jaguar	ápice	y	el	escurridizo	perezoso,	¡sin	olvidar	la	llama	y	la	alpaca!	Aves:	más	de	1.800	especies,	la	segunda	más	alta	de	cualquier	país	del	mundo.	Reptiles:	aproximadamente	300	especies,	incluidas	anacondas	y	caimanes	negros.	Anfibios:	alrededor	de	400	especies,	con	al	menos	380	de	ellas	ranas,	incluidas	las	ranas
venenosas.Los	jaguares	y	los	pumas	son	los	únicos	grandes	felinos	que	viven	en	Perú,	ambos	son	más	de	un	metro	de	longitud,	que	es	el	requisito	de	entrada	aceptado	para	grupos	de	grandes	felinos.	El	jaguar,	con	hasta	2	metros	de	largo,	es	el	felino	más	grande	de	toda	América	del	Sur	y	el	tercero	más	grande	del	mundo.	El	puma	es	un	poco	más
pequeño,	mide	1,6	metros,	pero	todavía	se	clasifica	como	un	gran	felino.El	animal	más	peligroso	de	la	selva	amazónica	es	el	mosquito.	Responsable	de	más	de	700.000	muertes	al	año,	principalmente	por	malaria,	dengue	y	otras	enfermedades,	es	el	animal	más	peligroso	del	mundo.	Aquí	hay	una	estadística	sombría:	si	sumas	las	muertes	humanas	de	todos
los	demás	animales	(aproximadamente	620,000	muertes	por	año),	los	mosquitos	siguen	siendo	los	principales	asesinos.En	el	Perú,	existen	diversos	animales	considerados	peligrosos	debido	a	su	veneno,	agresividad	o	capacidad	para	causar	enfermedades.	Algunos	de	los	animales	más	letales	del	país	incluyen:Es	importante	tomar	precauciones	y	saber
cómo	actuar	si	te	encuentras	con	alguno	de	estos	animales	peligrosos:Sí,	además	de	los	mencionados	anteriormente,	existen	otros	animales	peligrosos	en	el	Perú,	como	algunas	especies	de	tiburones,	pulpos	y	pirañas.Para	obtener	más	información	y	detalles	sobre	estos	animales	y	su	peligrosidad,	te	recomendamos	consultar	la	fauna	del	Perú	en	la
Wikipedia.	[automatic_youtube_gallery	type=»search»	search=»Los	7	animales	más	peligrosos	del	Perú:	Los	animales	más	letales»	limit=»1″]¿Te	atreverías	a	⁣explorar⁢	la	biodiversidad	del	Perú?	Este	magnífico	país,	conocido	por	su	rica	fauna	y	flora,	también	alberga	⁤algunos	de	los	animales​	más	letales	del	planeta.	​Desde	serpientes	venenosas	hasta
criaturas	que	acechan	en	⁤las	profundidades	de	la	selva,	la	naturaleza	peruana	guarda	sorpresas	aterradoras.	En	este	artículo,	te	invitamos	a	conocer	⁣a	los	siete	animales	más	peligrosos	que	habitan	en	⁢este	territorio,	donde	la	belleza	y	el	peligro	coexisten.	¡Comencemos	esta	emocionante	aventura!Con	suficiente	⁣veneno	para	matar	hasta	siete	hombres
adultos,	las	ranas	dardo	venenosas	son	quizás	los	animales	más⁣	mortíferos	de	la	Tierra.	Aunque⁣	en	​Perú	son	menos	tóxicas	que	la	rana	venenosa	dorada,	su	veneno	puede	causar	serios​	daños,	incluso	la⁤	muerte.A	pesar	de	no	ser	un	asesino	en	sí,	la	hormiga	bala	tiene	la​	picadura	más	dolorosa	jamás	registrada,	alcanzando	un	nivel	15	en	el	índice	de	dolor
de	Schmidt.	Su	picadura	es	extremadamente	dolorosa	pero	no	suele	ser	fatal.El	jaguar	es	el	felino	más	grande	de	las	Américas	y,	a	pesar	de	ser	⁢un	depredador⁢	temido,	raramente	ataca	a​	humanos.	Su	mordida	poderosa	es	capaz	de	perforar	cráneos	y	está	​diseñada	para	matar.Este	​imponente	miriápodo	puede	llegar	a	medir​	hasta	30	cm	de	longitud.	Su⁢
mordedura	causa	un	dolor	intenso	y	puede	provocar	⁣reacciones	alérgicas.	Aunque​	raras,	hay	muertes	reportadas	por	mordeduras.El	arácnido	más	venenoso	del	mundo,	su	mordedura	puede⁣	ser	fatal	y	lleva	una	de	las	toxinas	⁣más	mortales	conocidas.	Los	síntomas	varían	desde	un	dolor	intenso	hasta​	parálisis	respiratoria.El	caimán	negro​	es	el	depredador
más	grande​	de	la	cuenca	del⁣	Amazonas	y	puede	​medir	hasta	4.5	metros.	Es	conocido	por	su	naturaleza	feroz,	y	aunque​	los	ataques	a	humanos	​son	raros,	pueden	ser	letales.Los	mosquitos	son	responsables	de	más	muertes	humanas​	que	cualquier	otro	animal,​	transmitiendo	enfermedades	como​	el	dengue	y​	la	malaria.	⁢En	Perú,	el	Aedes	aegypti	es
especialmente	peligroso.Si	planeas	visitar	Perú,	es	esencial	estar	informado	sobre	la​	fauna	peligrosa	que	habita	en	sus	tierras.	Usar	repelente	de	insectos	y	estar	alerta	puede	ayudar	a	prevenir	encuentros	desafortunados.Los	animales	más	peligrosos	en	Perú	incluyen	serpientes	venenosas,	arañas,​	ciempiés,	entre​	otros.	Entre	ellos	destacan	las	ranas
venenosas,	la	hormiga	bala	y	el	caimán⁤	negro.Para	protegerte,	evita	áreas	donde	concentran	​estos	animales,	usa	ropa	protectora​	y	repelente	de	insectos,	y⁤	asegúrate	de	estar	vacunado	⁤contra	enfermedades	transmitidas	por	mosquitos.Si	te	pica	una	hormiga	bala,	lo	mejor	es	lavar	la	zona	afectada	con	​agua	y	jabón,	y	​aplicar	compresas	frías	para	aliviar	el
​dolor.	Consulta	a	un	médico	​si	los	síntomas	persisten.Para	más	⁣información	sobre	la	⁣fauna	peligrosa	en	Perú,​	visita	Ecología	Verde	o	Herlayca.	Due	to	the	variety	of	habitats	in	Peru,	there	are	dozens	of	different	snakes	you	might	see.	While	many	species	are	not	harmful	to	humans,	you	must	be	careful	because	some	types	are	INCREDIBLY	venomous	and
highly	dangerous.	Some	snakes	can	even	cause	death	if	the	bite	is	not	treated	quickly.	In	the	article	below,	I	have	listed	some	of	the	most	common	venomous	snakes	you	might	encounter	in	Peru.	For	each	species,	you	will	find	out	how	to	identify	that	snake	correctly,	along	with	pictures	and	interesting	facts!	*If	you	come	across	any	of	these	species,
PLEASE	DO	NOT	DISTURB!	Venomous	snakes	are	dangerous	animals	and	should	be	left	alone.	The	more	you	agitate	them,	the	more	likely	you	could	get	bitten.	DO	NOT	RELY	ON	THIS	ARTICLE	to	correctly	identify	a	snake	that	has	recently	bitten	you.	If	you	have	recently	been	bitten,	GO	DIRECTLY	to	the	nearest	hospital	to	get	help	and	to	determine	if
the	snake	is	venomous.*	#1.	Eyelash	Viper	Also	known	as	Eyelash	Pit	Viper,	Eyelash	Palm	Viper,	Schlegel’s	Viper,	Eyelash	Lancehead,	Eyelash	Mountain	Viper,	Horned	Palm	Viper,	Parrot	Snake	Identifying	Characteristics:	Adults	are	generally	55-82	cm	(22-32	in)	long.	Their	heads	are	broad	and	triangular.	Coloration	depends	on	habitat.	These	include
bright	yellow,	green,	orange,	or	pink.	You	might	also	see	dark	speckles	dotted	all	over	the	body.	Look	for	this	small	venomous	snake	in	Peru	in	forests	and	woodlands.	The	fancy-looking	Eyelash	Viper	earned	its	name	from	the	pair	of	modified	scales	above	its	eyes	which	resemble	eyelashes.	A	myth	tells	of	this	viper	winking	at	its	victims	after	biting	them.
Of	course,	snakes	don’t	have	eyelids,	so	they	can’t	actually	wink!	Did	you	know	that	Eyelash	Vipers	are	resourceful	creatures?	To	hydrate,	they	drink	the	water	droplets	that	gather	on	leaves.	In	addition,	they	use	their	tails	to	grab	onto	branches,	positioning	themselves	to	hunt	rodents,	lizards,	and	small	birds	at	night.	Eyelash	Vipers	are	generally	docile
but	will	strike	in	defense	if	threatened.	They’re	moderately	venomous,	and	while	there	are	no	recorded	human	deaths,	their	bites	can	still	be	very	painful.	Be	careful	if	you	happen	to	find	one!	#2.	Fer-de-lance	Also	known	as	Common	Lancehead,	Barba	Amarilla	Identifying	Characteristics:	Adults	can	grow	75-125	cm	(30-49	in)	in	length.	Look	for	a	series	of
trapezoids	across	the	body.	Coloration	is	usually	olive,	gray,	or	brown.	They	have	light-colored	bellies,	commonly	white	or	cream.	These	snakes	have	golden	irises	and	black	tongues.	The	venomous	Fer-de-lance	is	responsible	for	most	of	the	snake	bites	in	Peru.	So,	it’s	best	to	tread	carefully	if	you	find	yourself	in	the	Amazon	region.	While	these	snakes	live
primarily	in	dense	forests,	they	also	wander	into	coffee	plantations	when	hunting.	As	with	other	pit	vipers,	the	Fer-de-lance	has	heat	sensors	below	its	eyes	to	track	prey.	They	easily	devour	smaller	prey	like	frogs	and	tarantulas.	However,	when	it	comes	to	larger	prey,	these	snakes	bite	and	then	let	go.	The	venom	eventually	kills	the	animal	while	the	snake
tracks	it	down	to	consume	it.	This	snake	isn’t	only	dangerous	to	its	prey,	either.	A	bite	from	this	venomous	snake	targets	the	circulatory	system	and	can	cause	serious	internal	bleeding	in	humans.	Interestingly,	the	younger	snakes	have	faster-acting	venom.	Either	way,	you	should	seek	medical	attention	quickly	if	you	get	bitten	by	this	aggressive	species.
#3.	Mountain	Keelback	Also	known	as	Brown-banded	Watersnake,	Water	Mapepire	Identifying	Characteristics:	Adults	grow	to	a	maximum	length	of	78	cm	(31	inches).	Their	eyes	and	nostrils	are	situated	at	the	top	of	their	heads.	These	snakes	tend	to	be	olive	or	grayish	brown.	Dark,	jagged	bands	cover	their	bodies.	The	Mountain	Keelback	is	one	of	the
slowest	venomous	snakes	in	Peru!	These	sluggish	travelers	only	move	about	a	few	meters	each	day.	If	you	want	to	find	one	in	action	(or	non-action,	because	of	their	slow	speed),	look	in	the	freshwater	bodies	of	the	Amazon	basin.	Because	of	its	slow-moving	nature,	this	species	prefers	to	ambush	unsuspecting	prey.	At	night,	Mountain	Keelbacks	lie	in	wait
for	unlucky	animals	swimming	by.	Smaller	fish,	frogs,	and	tadpoles	are	all	on	the	menu.	However,	sometimes	they	are	the	unlucky	ones	as	they	are	common	prey	for	herons	and	larger	snakes.	Mountain	Keelbacks	are	only	mildly	venomous.	However,	they	can	be	very	irritable	when	disturbed.	In	defense,	they	will	coil	into	an	S	position	before	lunging	into	a
bite.	They	can’t	kill	you,	but	their	bites	are	still	quite	painful.	Hands	off!	#4.	Neotropical	Rattlesnake	Also	known	as	South	American	Rattlesnake,	Central	American	Rattlesnake,	Cascabel	Rattlesnake,	Guiana	Rattlesnake,	Aruba	Island	Rattlesnake	Identifying	Characteristics:	Adults	are	typically	150	cm	(59	in)	long	on	average.	There	is	a	prominent	stripe	at
the	base	of	their	heads,	intersecting	each	eye.	Scales	protrude	from	their	body.	They	usually	appear	in	shades	of	brown	and	gray.	Sometimes,	patterns	of	diamonds	and	triangles	form	across	the	body.	Bellies	are	yellowish	or	white.	Neotropical	Rattlesnakes	in	Peru	are	residents	of	grasslands	and	tropical	forests.	You	might	also	find	them	in	drier	areas	if	a
shortage	of	prey	drives	them	to	find	food.	These	snakes	are	most	active	at	dusk,	stalking	rodents	and	other	reptiles.	They’re	equipped	with	heat-sensing	pits	below	their	eyes	to	track	down	prey.	These	rattlesnakes	are	dangerously	venomous.	Left	untreated,	bite	victims	can	experience	muscle	paralysis	and	difficulty	breathing.	In	the	worst	cases,	victims
can	end	up	with	organ	failure	and	death.	Therefore,	if	you	receive	a	bite	from	a	Neotropical	Rattlesnake,	it’s	vital	to	get	medical	help	as	soon	as	possible.	A	Neotropical	Rattlesnake	can	move	with	remarkable	speed,	but	its	first	instinct	is	not	to	attack.	To	warn	you,	it	might	make	a	rattling	sound	with	its	tail	or	raise	its	forebody	into	a	defensive	striking
posture.	When	this	happens,	it’s	best	to	respect	the	warning,	back	away	slowly,	and	then	leave	the	area.	#5.	South	American	Bushmaster	Also	known	as	Atlantic	Forest	Bushmaster,	Mapepire	Zanana	Identifying	Characteristics:	Adults	are	200-250	cm	(79-98	in)	long.	They	have	broad	heads.	Their	coloring	can	be	yellowish,	tan,	or	gray-brown.	Look	out	for
a	scaly	diamond	pattern	and	a	pale-colored	underside.	True	to	its	name,	the	South	American	Bushmaster	loves	to	hide	in	the	bushes	and	undergrowth	of	forests	with	frequent	rain.	This	stealthy	snake	lurks	near	animal	trails,	waiting	to	ambush	rodents,	birds,	and	other	smaller	reptiles.	Bushmasters	are	solitary	creatures.	In	fact,	they	are	so	elusive	that
herpetologists	are	still	arguing	about	how	dangerous	they	are.	When	they’re	not	hunting,	these	pit	vipers	rest	in	hollow	logs	and	small	burrows.	So,	don’t	go	peeking	inside	unless	you’re	prepared	to	come	across	one!	Loud	rustling	among	fallen	leaves	can	indicate	the	presence	of	a	South	American	Bushmaster.	They	usually	try	to	escape	if	disturbed	but
stay	cautious	nonetheless!	Most	researchers	agree	that	they’re	highly	venomous.	Untreated	bites	are	thought	to	be	potent	enough	to	kill.	Check	out	these	guides	to	other	animals	found	in	Peru!	Which	of	these	venomous	snakes	have	you	seen	before	in	Peru?	Leave	a	COMMENT	below!	The	Animal	MapPrivacy	Policy|Terms	&	Conditions|Cookies	Policy©
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permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	,	the	free	encyclopedia	that	anyone	can	edit.	110,144	active	editors	7,022,868	articles	in	English	Sirius	A	with	Sirius	B,	a	white	dwarf,	indicated	by	the	arrow	A	white	dwarf	is	a	stellar	core	remnant
composed	mostly	of	electron-degenerate	matter,	supported	against	its	own	gravity	only	by	electron	degeneracy	pressure.	A	white	dwarf	is	very	dense:	in	an	Earth	sized	volume,	it	contains	a	mass	comparable	to	the	Sun.	What	light	it	radiates	is	from	its	residual	heat.	White	dwarfs	are	thought	to	be	the	final	evolutionary	state	of	stars	whose	mass	is
insufficient	for	them	to	become	a	neutron	star	or	black	hole.	This	includes	more	than	97%	of	the	stars	in	the	Milky	Way.	After	the	hydrogen-fusing	period	of	such	a	main-sequence	star	ends,	it	will	expand	to	a	red	giant	and	shed	its	outer	layers,	leaving	behind	a	core	which	is	the	white	dwarf.	Very	hot	when	it	forms,	this	cools	as	it	radiates	its	energy	until
its	material	begins	to	crystallize	into	a	cold	black	dwarf.	The	oldest	known	white	dwarfs	still	radiate	at	temperatures	of	a	few	thousand	kelvins,	which	establishes	an	observational	limit	on	the	maximum	possible	age	of	the	universe.	(Full	article...)	Recently	featured:	Battle	of	Groix	Scott	Carpenter	Johann	Reinhold	Forster	Archive	By	email	More	featured
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identifiably	depicts	neither	Louisville	nor	the	flood?	Archive	Start	a	new	article	Nominate	an	article	Vera	Rubin	Observatory	The	Vera	C.	Rubin	Observatory	(pictured)	in	Chile	releases	the	first	light	images	from	its	new	8.4-metre	(28	ft)	telescope.	In	basketball,	the	Oklahoma	City	Thunder	defeat	the	Indiana	Pacers	to	win	the	NBA	Finals.	A	terrorist	attack
on	a	Greek	Orthodox	church	in	Damascus,	Syria,	kills	at	least	25	people.	The	United	States	conducts	military	strikes	on	three	nuclear	facilities	in	Iran.	In	rugby	union,	the	Crusaders	defeat	the	Chiefs	to	win	the	Super	Rugby	Pacific	final.	Ongoing:	Gaza	war	Iran–Israel	war	Russian	invasion	of	Ukraine	timeline	Sudanese	civil	war	timeline	Recent	deaths:
Anne	Burrell	Frederick	W.	Smith	Ron	Taylor	Mohammad	Kazemi	Marita	Camacho	Quirós	Kim	Woodburn	Nominate	an	article	June	24:	Jaanipäev	in	Estonia	Julia	Gillard	1374	–	An	outbreak	of	dancing	mania,	in	which	crowds	of	people	danced	themselves	to	exhaustion,	began	in	Aachen	(in	present-day	Germany)	before	spreading	to	other	parts	of	Europe.
1717	–	The	first	Grand	Lodge	of	Freemasonry,	the	Premier	Grand	Lodge	of	England,	was	founded	in	London.	1724	–	On	the	Feast	of	St.	John	the	Baptist,	Bach	led	the	first	performance	of	Christ	unser	Herr	zum	Jordan	kam,	BWV	7,	the	third	cantata	of	his	chorale	cantata	cycle.	1943	–	Amid	racial	tensions,	U.S.	Army	military	police	shot	and	killed	a	black
serviceman	after	a	confrontation	at	a	pub	in	Bamber	Bridge,	England.	2010	–	Julia	Gillard	(pictured)	was	sworn	in	as	the	first	female	prime	minister	of	Australia	after	incumbent	Kevin	Rudd	declined	to	contest	a	leadership	spill	in	the	Labor	Party.	William	Arnold	(b.	1587)John	Lloyd	Cruz	(b.	1983)Lisa	(b.	1987)Rodrigo	(d.	2000)	More	anniversaries:	June	23
June	24	June	25	Archive	By	email	List	of	days	of	the	year	About	The	springbok	(Antidorcas	marsupialis)	is	a	medium-sized	antelope	found	mainly	in	the	dry	areas	of	southern	and	southwestern	Africa.	A	slender,	long-legged	bovid,	it	reaches	71	to	86	cm	(28	to	34	in)	at	the	shoulder	and	weighs	between	27	and	42	kg	(60	and	93	lb).	Both	sexes	have	a	pair	of
long	black	horns	that	curve	backwards,	a	white	face,	a	dark	stripe	running	from	the	eyes	to	the	mouth,	a	light-brown	coat	with	a	reddish-brown	stripe,	and	a	white	rump	flap.	Primarily	browsing	at	dawn	and	dusk,	it	can	live	without	drinking	water	for	years,	subsisting	on	succulent	vegetation.	Breeding	peaks	in	the	rainy	season,	when	food	is	more
abundant.	A	single	calf	is	weaned	at	nearly	six	months	of	age	and	leaves	its	mother	a	few	months	later.	Springbok	herds	in	the	Kalahari	Desert	and	the	semi-arid	Karoo	used	to	migrate	in	large	numbers	across	the	countryside.	The	springbok	is	the	national	animal	of	South	Africa.	This	male	springbok	was	photographed	in	Etosha	National	Park,	Namibia.
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April	23	–	In	recognition	of	his	services,	Edward	III	of	England	grants	the	English	writer	Geoffrey	Chaucer	a	gallon	of	wine	a	day,	for	the	rest	of	his	life.	June	24	–	The	illness	dancing	mania	begins	in	Aix-la-Chapelle	(Aachen),	possibly	due	to	ergotism.	October	27	–	King	Gongmin	of	Goryeo	is	assassinated	and	succeeded	by	U	of	Goryeo	on	the	throne	of
Goryeo	(in	modern-day	Korea).	November	25	–	James	of	Baux	succeeds	his	uncle,	Philip	II,	as	Prince	of	Taranto	(modern-day	eastern	Italy)	and	titular	ruler	of	the	Latin	Empire	(northern	Greece	and	western	Turkey).	Rao	Biram	Dev	succeeds	Rao	Kanhadev	as	ruler	of	Marwar	(the	modern-day	Jodhpur	district	of	India).	Shaikh	Hasan	Jalayir	succeeds	his
father,	Shaykh	Uways	Jalayir,	as	ruler	of	the	Jalayirid	Sultanate	in	modern-day	Iraq	and	western	Iran.	Hasan	proves	to	be	an	unpopular	ruler	and	is	executed	on	October	9	and	succeeded	by	his	brother,	Shaikh	Hussain	Jalayir.	Musa	II	succeeds	his	father,	Mari	Djata	II,	as	Mansa	of	the	Mali	Empire	(modern-day	Mali	and	Senegal).	Robert	de	Juilly	succeeds
Raymond	Berenger	as	Grand	Master	of	the	Knights	Hospitaller.	Princes	from	the	Kingdom	of	Granada	choose	Abu	al-Abbas	Ahmad	to	succeed	Muhammad	as-Said,	as	Sultan	of	the	Marinid	Empire	in	Morocco.	The	Empire	is	split	into	the	Kingdom	of	Fez	and	the	Kingdom	of	Marrakech.	A	form	of	the	Great	Plague	returns	to	Europe.	The	Château	de
Compiègne	royal	residence	is	built	in	France.	April	11	–	Roger	Mortimer,	4th	Earl	of	March,	heir	to	the	throne	of	England	(d.	1398)	November	26	–	Yury	Dmitrievich,	Russian	grand	prince	(d.	1434)	probable	Queen	Jadwiga	of	Poland	King	Martin	I	of	Sicily	(d.	1409)	March	12	–	Emperor	Go-Kōgon	of	Japan	(b.	1338).	June	5	or	June	6	–	William	Whittlesey,
Archbishop	of	Canterbury	June	29	–	Jan	Milíč	of	Kroměříž,	Czech	priest	and	reformer	July	19	–	Petrarch,	Italian	poet	(b.	1304)	September	–	Joanna	of	Flanders,	Duchess	of	Brittany	(b.	1295)	October	27	–	King	Gongmin	of	Goryeo	(b.	1330)	November	25	–	Prince	Philip	II	of	Taranto	December	1	–	Magnus	Eriksson,	king	of	Sweden	(b.	1316)	date	unknown	–
Gao	Qi,	Chinese	poet	(born	1336)	date	unknown	–	Konrad	of	Megenberg,	historian	(b.	1309)[1]	^	"Book	of	Nature".	World	Digital	Library.	August	7,	2013.	Retrieved	August	27,	2013.	Retrieved	from	"	3One	hundred	years,	from	1201	to	1300	For	the	video	game	series,	see	XIII	Century	(series).	Millennia	2nd	millennium	Centuries	12th	century	13th	century
14th	century	Timelines	12th	century	13th	century	14th	century	State	leaders	12th	century	13th	century	14th	century	Decades	1200s	1210s	1220s	1230s	1240s	1250s	1260s	1270s	1280s	1290s	Categories:	Births	–	Deaths	Establishments	–	Disestablishments	vte	Mongol	Emperor	Genghis	Khan	whose	conquests	created	the	largest	contiguous	empire	in
history	The	13th	century	was	the	century	which	lasted	from	January	1,	1201	(represented	by	the	Roman	numerals	MCCI)	through	December	31,	1300	(MCCC)	in	accordance	with	the	Julian	calendar.	The	Mongol	Empire	was	founded	by	Genghis	Khan,	which	stretched	from	Eastern	Asia	to	Eastern	Europe.	The	conquests	of	Hulagu	Khan	and	other	Mongol
invasions	changed	the	course	of	the	Muslim	world,	most	notably	the	Siege	of	Baghdad	(1258)	and	the	destruction	of	the	House	of	Wisdom.	Other	Muslim	powers	such	as	the	Mali	Empire	and	Delhi	Sultanate	conquered	large	parts	of	West	Africa	and	the	Indian	subcontinent,	while	Buddhism	witnessed	a	decline	through	the	conquest	led	by	Bakhtiyar	Khilji.
The	earliest	Islamic	states	in	Southeast	Asia	formed	during	this	century,	most	notably	Samudera	Pasai.[1]	The	Kingdoms	of	Sukhothai	and	Hanthawaddy	would	emerge	and	go	on	to	dominate	their	surrounding	territories.[2]	Europe	entered	the	apex	of	the	High	Middle	Ages,	characterized	by	rapid	legal,	cultural,	and	religious	evolution	as	well	as	economic
dynamism.	Crusades	after	the	fourth,	while	mostly	unsuccessful	in	rechristianizing	the	Holy	Land,	inspired	the	desire	to	expel	Muslim	presence	from	Europe	that	drove	the	Reconquista	and	solidified	a	sense	of	Christendom.	To	the	north,	the	Teutonic	Order	Christianized	and	gained	dominance	of	Prussia,	Estonia,	and	Livonia.	Inspired	by	new	translations
into	Latin	of	classical	works	preserved	in	the	Islamic	World	for	over	a	thousand	years,	Thomas	Aquinas	developed	Scholasticism,	which	dominated	the	curricula	of	the	new	universities.[3]	In	England,	King	John	signed	the	Magna	Carta,	beginning	the	tradition	of	Parliamentary	advisement	in	England.	This	helped	develop	the	principle	of	equality	under	law
in	European	judisprudence.[4]	The	Southern	Song	dynasty	began	the	century	as	a	prosperous	kingdom	but	were	later	invaded	and	annexed	into	the	Yuan	dynasty	of	the	Mongols.	The	Kamakura	Shogunate	of	Japan	successfully	resisted	two	Mongol	invasion	attempts	in	1274	and	1281.	The	Korean	state	of	Goryeo	resisted	a	Mongol	invasion,	but	eventually
sued	for	peace	and	became	a	client	state	of	the	Yuan	dynasty.[5]	In	North	America,	according	to	some	population	estimates,	the	population	of	Cahokia	grew	to	be	comparable	to	the	population	of	13th-century	London.[6]	In	Peru,	the	Kingdom	of	Cuzco	began	as	part	of	the	Late	Intermediate	Period.	In	Mayan	civilization,	the	13th	century	marked	the
beginning	of	the	Late	Postclassic	period.	The	Kanem	Empire	in	what	is	now	Chad	reached	its	apex.	The	Solomonic	dynasty	in	Ethiopia	and	the	Zimbabwe	Kingdom	were	founded.	Eastern	Hemisphere	in	1200	AD	Main	article:	1200s	1202:	Introduction	of	Liber	Abaci	by	Fibonacci.	1202:	Battle	of	Basian	occurs	on	July	27,	between	Kingdom	of	Georgia	and
Seljuks.	1202:	Battle	of	Mirebeau	occurs	on	August	1,	between	Arthur	I	of	Brittany	and	John	of	England.	1204:	Islamization	of	Bengal	by	Bakhtiyar	Khalji	and	oppression	of	Buddhism	in	East	India.	1204:	Fourth	Crusade	of	1202–1204	captures	Zadar	for	Venice	and	sacks	Byzantine	Constantinople,	creating	the	Latin	Empire.	1204:	Fall	of	Normandy	from
Angevin	hands	to	the	French	King,	Philip	Augustus,	end	of	Norman	domination	of	France.	1205:	The	Battle	of	Adrianople	occurred	on	April	14	between	Bulgarians	under	Tsar	Kaloyan	of	Bulgaria,	and	Crusaders	under	Baldwin	I,	(July	1172	–	1205),	the	first	emperor	of	the	Latin	Empire	of	Constantinople.	1206:	Genghis	Khan	is	declared	Great	Khan	of	the
Mongols.	1206:	The	Delhi	Sultanate	is	established	in	Northern	India	under	the	Mamluk	Dynasty.	1209:	Francis	of	Assisi	founds	the	Franciscan	Order.	1209:	The	Albigensian	Crusade	is	declared	by	Pope	Innocent	III.	Main	article:	1210s	A	page	of	the	Italian	Fibonacci's	Liber	Abaci	from	the	Biblioteca	Nazionale	di	Firenze	showing	the	Fibonacci	sequence
with	the	position	in	the	sequence	labeled	in	Roman	numerals	and	the	value	in	Arabic-Hindu	numerals.	1210:	Qutb-ud-Din	Aibak,	the	first	ruler	of	the	Delhi	Sultanate,	fell	down	from	a	horse	while	playing	chovgan	(a	form	of	polo	on	horseback)	in	Lahore	and	died	instantly	when	the	pommel	of	the	saddle	pierced	his	ribs.	1212:	The	Battle	of	Las	Navas	de
Tolosa	in	Iberia	marks	the	beginning	of	a	rapid	Christian	reconquest	of	the	southern	half	of	the	Iberian	Peninsula,	mainly	from	1230–1248,	with	the	defeat	of	Moorish	forces.	1212:	Frederick	of	Sicily	is	crowned	King	of	the	Romans	at	Mainz.	1213:	The	Kingdom	of	France	defeats	the	Crown	of	Aragon	at	the	Battle	of	Muret.	1214:	France	defeats	the	English
and	Imperial	German	forces	at	the	Battle	of	Bouvines.	1215:	King	John	signs	Magna	Carta	at	Runnymede.	1216:	Battle	of	Lipitsa	between	Russian	principalities.	1216:	Maravarman	Sundara	I	reestablishes	the	Pandya	Dynasty	in	Southern	India	1217–1221:	Fifth	Crusade	captures	Egyptian	Ayyubid	port	city	of	Damietta;	ultimately	the	Crusaders	withdraw.
Main	article:	1220s	c.	1220:	The	Kingdom	of	Mapungubwe	was	established	1220:	Frederick	II,	Holy	Roman	Emperor	is	crowned	in	Rome	1221:	Merv,	Herat,	Bamyan	and	Nishapur	are	destroyed	in	the	Mongol	invasion	of	the	Khwarazmian	Empire.	1222:	Andrew	II	of	Hungary	signs	the	Golden	Bull	which	affirms	the	privileges	of	Hungarian	nobility.	1223:
The	Signoria	of	the	Republic	of	Venice	is	formed	and	consists	of	the	Doge,	the	Minor	Council,	and	the	three	leaders	of	the	Quarantia.	1223:	The	Mongol	Empire	defeats	various	Russian	principalities	at	the	Battle	of	the	Kalka	River.	1223:	Volga	Bulgaria	defeats	the	army	of	the	Mongol	Empire	at	the	Battle	of	Samara	Bend.	1225:	Trần	dynasty	of	Vietnam
was	established	by	Emperor	Trần	Thái	Tông	ascended	to	the	throne	after	his	uncle	Trần	Thủ	Độ	orchestrated	the	overthrow	of	the	Lý	dynasty.	1226–1250:	Dispute	between	the	so-called	second	Lombard	League	and	Emperor	Frederick	II.	1227:	Estonians	are	finally	subjugated	to	German	crusader	rule	during	the	Livonian	Crusade.	1227:	Genghis	Khan
dies.	1228–1229:	Sixth	Crusade	under	the	excommunicated	Emperor	Frederick	II,	who	returns	Jerusalem	to	the	Crusader	States	in	a	negotiated	settlement	with	the	Sultan	of	Egypt,	Al-Kamil	1228–1230:	First	clash	between	Gregory	IX	and	Emperor	Frederick	II.	Main	article:	1230s	Portrait	of	the	Chinese	Zen	Buddhist	Wuzhun	Shifan,	painted	in	1238,
Song	dynasty.	1231:	Emperor	Frederick	II	promulgates	the	Constitutions	of	Melfi,	a	far-reaching	legal	code	influential	in	the	development	of	continental	European	statehood.[7][8]	1232:	The	Mongols	besiege	Kaifeng,	the	capital	of	the	Jin	dynasty,	capturing	it	in	the	following	year.	1233:	Battle	of	Ganter,	Ken	Arok	defeated	Kertajaya,	the	last	king	of	Kediri,
thus	established	Singhasari	kingdom[9]	Ken	Arok	ended	the	reign	of	Isyana	Dynasty	and	started	his	own	Rajasa	dynasty.	1235:	The	Mandinka	kingdoms	unite	to	form	the	Mali	Empire	which	leads	to	the	downfall	of	Sosso	in	the	1230s.	1237:	Emperor	Frederick	II	virtually	annihilates	the	forces	of	the	second	Lombard	League	at	the	Battle	of	Cortenuova.
1239–1250:	Third	conflict	between	the	Holy	Roman	Empire	and	the	Papacy.	1237–1240:	Mongol	Empire	conquers	Kievan	Rus.	1238:	Sukhothai	becomes	the	first	capital	of	Sukhothai	Kingdom.	Main	article:	1240s	1240:	Russians	defeat	the	Swedish	army	at	the	Battle	of	the	Neva.	1241:	Mongol	Empire	defeats	Hungary	at	the	Battle	of	Mohi	and	defeats
Poland	at	the	Battle	of	Legnica.	Hungary	and	Poland	ravaged.	1242:	Russians	defeat	the	Teutonic	Knights	at	the	Battle	of	Lake	Peipus.	1243–1250:	Second	Holy	Roman	Empire–Papacy	War.	1244:	Ayyubids	and	Khwarezmians	defeat	the	Crusaders	and	their	Muslim	allies	at	the	Battle	of	La	Forbie.	1249:	End	of	the	Portuguese	Reconquista	against	the
Moors,	when	King	Afonso	III	of	Portugal	reconquers	the	Algarve.	1248–1254:	Seventh	Crusade	captures	Egyptian	Ayyubid	port	city	of	Damietta,	crusaders	ultimately	withdraw,	after	the	capture	of	French	king	Louis	IX.	Mamelukes	overthrow	Ayyubid	Dynasty.	Main	article:	1250s	Mongol	Empire	in	1227	at	Genghis	Khan's	death	By	1250,	Pensacola	culture,
through	trade,	begins	influencing	Coastal	Coles	Creek	culture.[10]	1250:	The	Mamluk	dynasty	is	founded	in	Egypt.	1250:	Death	of	Emperor	Frederick	II	on	December	13th.	1257:	Baab	Mashur	Malamo	established	the	Sultanate	of	Ternate	in	Maluku.	1258:	Baghdad	captured	and	destroyed	by	the	Mongols,	effective	conclusion	of	the	Abbasid	Caliphate	in
Baghdad.	1258:	Pandayan	Emperor	Jatavarman	Sundara	I	invades	Eastern	India	and	northern	Sri	Lanka.	1259:	Treaty	of	Paris	is	signed	between	Louis	IX	and	Henry	III	Main	article:	1260s	1260:	Mongols	first	major	war	defeat	in	the	Battle	of	Ain	Jalut	against	the	Egyptians.	1260:	Toluid	Civil	War	begins	between	Kublai	Khan	and	Ariq	Böke	for	the	title	of
Great	Khan.	1261:	Byzantines	under	Michael	VIII	retake	Constantinople	from	the	Crusaders	and	Venice.	1262:	Iceland	brought	under	Norwegian	rule,	with	the	Old	Covenant.	1265:	Dominican	theologian	Thomas	Aquinas	begins	to	write	his	Summa	Theologiae.	1268:	Fall	of	the	Crusader	State	of	Antioch	to	the	Egyptians.	Main	article:	1270s	The	opening



page	of	one	of	Ibn	al-Nafis'	medical	works.	This	is	probably	a	copy	made	in	India	during	the	17th	or	18th	century.	1270:	Goryeo	dynasty	swears	allegiance	to	the	Yuan	dynasty.	1270:	The	Zagwe	dynasty	is	displaced	by	the	Solomonic	dynasty.	1271:	Edward	I	of	England	and	Charles	of	Anjou	arrive	in	Acre,	starting	the	Ninth	Crusade	against	Baibars.	1272–
1274:	Second	Council	of	Lyon	attempts	to	unite	the	churches	of	the	Eastern	Roman	Empire	with	the	Church	of	Rome.	1274:	The	Mongols	launch	their	first	invasion	of	Japan,	but	they	are	repelled	by	the	Samurai	and	the	Kamikaze	winds.	1274:	The	Tepanec	give	the	Mexica	permission	to	settle	at	the	islet	Cauhmixtitlan	(Eagle's	Place	Between	the	Clouds)
1275:	Sant	Dnyaneshwar	who	wrote	Dnyaneshwari	(a	commentary	on	the	Bhagavad	Gita)	and	Amrutanubhav	was	born.	1275:	King	Kertanegara	of	Singhasari	launched	Pamalayu	expedition	against	Melayu	Kingdom	in	Sumatra	(ended	in	1292).	1277:	Passage	of	the	last	and	most	important	of	the	Paris	Condemnations	by	Bishop	Tempier,	which	banned	a
number	of	Aristotelian	propositions	1279:	The	Song	dynasty	ends	after	losing	the	Battle	of	Yamen	to	the	Mongols.	1279:	The	Chola	Dynasty	in	Southern	India	officially	comes	to	an	end.	Main	article:	1280s	1281:	The	Mongols	launch	their	second	invasion	of	Japan,	but	like	their	first	invasion	they	are	repelled	by	the	Samurai	and	the	Kamikaze	winds.	1282:
Aragon	acquires	Sicily	after	the	Sicilian	Vespers.	1284:	Peterhouse,	Cambridge	founded	by	Hugo	de	Balsham,	the	Bishop	of	Ely.	1284:	King	Kertanegara	launches	the	Pabali	expedition	to	Bali,	integrating	Bali	into	the	Singhasari	territory.	1285:	Second	Mongol	raid	against	Hungary,	led	by	Nogai	Khan.	1289:	The	County	of	Tripoli	falls	to	the	Bahri	Mamluks
led	by	Qalawun.	1289:	Kertanegara	insulted	the	envoy	of	Kublai	Khan,	who	demanded	that	Java	pay	tribute	to	the	Yuan	Dynasty.[11][12]	Main	articles:	1290s	and	1300s	Hommage	of	Edward	I	(kneeling),	to	the	Philippe	le	Bel	(seated).	As	duke	of	Aquitaine,	Edward	was	a	vassal	to	the	French	king.	The	Mamluk	Dynasty	comes	to	an	end	and	is	replaced	by
the	Khalji	dynasty.	1290:	By	the	Edict	of	Expulsion,	King	Edward	I	of	England	orders	all	Jews	to	leave	the	Kingdom	of	England.	1291:	The	Swiss	Confederation	of	Uri,	Schwyz,	and	Unterwalden	forms.	1291:	Mamluk	Sultan	of	Egypt	al-Ashraf	Khalil	captures	Acre,	thus	ending	the	Crusader	Kingdom	of	Jerusalem	(the	last	Christian	state	remaining	from	the
Crusades).	1292:	Jayakatwang,	duke	of	Kediri,	rebels	and	kills	Kertanegara,	ending	the	Singhasari	kingdom.	1292:	Marco	Polo,	on	his	voyage	from	China	to	Persia,	visits	Sumatra	and	reports	that,	on	the	northern	part	of	Sumatra,	there	were	six	trading	ports,	including	Ferlec,	Samudera	and	Lambri.[13]	1292:	King	Mangrai	founds	the	Lanna	kingdom.
1293:	Mongol	invasion	of	Java.[14]	Kublai	Khan	of	Yuan	dynasty	China,	sends	punitive	attack	against	Kertanegara	of	Singhasari,	who	repels	the	Mongol	forces.	1293:	On	10	November,	the	coronation	of	Nararya	Sangramawijaya	as	monarch,	marks	the	foundation	of	the	Hindu	Majapahit	kingdom	in	eastern	Java.	1296:	First	War	of	Scottish	Independence
begins.	1297:	Membership	in	the	Mazor	Consegio	or	the	Great	Council	of	Venice	of	the	Venetian	Republic	is	sealed	and	limited	in	the	future	to	only	those	families	whose	names	have	been	inscribed	therein.	1299:	Ottoman	Empire	is	established	under	Osman	I.	1300:	Islam	is	likely	established	in	the	Aceh	region.	1300:	Aji	Batara	Agung	Dewa	Sakti	founds
the	Kingdom	of	Kutai	Kartanegara/Sultanate	of	Kutai	in	the	Tepian	Batu	or	Kutai	Lama.	1300:	The	Turku	Cathedral	was	consecrated	in	Turku.[15]	1300:	Sri	Rajahmura	Lumaya,	known	in	his	shortened	name	Sri	Lumay,	a	half-Tamil	and	half	Malay	minor	prince	of	the	Chola	dynasty	in	Sumatra	established	the	Indianized	Rajahnate	of	Cebu	in	Cebu	Island	on
the	Philippine	Archipelago.	Alai	Gate	and	Qutub	Minar	were	built	during	the	Mamluk	and	Khalji	dynasties	of	the	Delhi	Sultanate.[16]	Early	13th	century	–	Xia	Gui	paints	Twelve	Views	from	a	Thatched	Hut,	during	the	Southern	Song	dynasty	(now	in	Nelson-Atkins	Museum	of	Art,	Kansas	City,	Missouri).	The	motet	form	originates	out	of	the	Ars	antiqua
tradition	of	Western	European	music.	Manuscript	culture	develops	out	of	this	time	period	in	cities	in	Europe,	which	denotes	a	shift	from	monasteries	to	cities	for	books.	Pecia	system	of	copying	books	develops	in	Italian	university-towns	and	was	taken	up	by	the	University	of	Paris	in	the	middle	of	the	century.	Wooden	movable	type	printing	invented	by
Chinese	governmental	minister	Wang	Zhen	in	1298.	The	earliest	known	rockets,	landmines,	and	handguns	are	made	by	the	Chinese	for	use	in	warfare.	The	Chinese	adopt	the	windmill	from	the	Islamic	world.	Guan	ware	vase	is	made,	Southern	Song	dynasty.	It	is	now	kept	at	Percival	David	Foundation	of	Chinese	Art,	London.	1250	–	Cliff	Palace,	Mesa
Verde,	and	other	Ancestral	Pueblo	architectural	complexes	reach	their	apex[17]	1280s	–	Eyeglasses	are	invented	in	Venice,	Italy.	Late	13th	century	–	Night	Attack	on	the	Sanjo	Palace	is	made	during	the	Kamakura	period.	It	is	now	kept	at	Museum	of	Fine	Arts,	Boston.	Late	13th	century	–	Descent	of	the	Amida	Trinity,	raigo	triptych,	is	made,	Kamakura
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WhatLinksHere/13th_century"	Peru	is	the	third	largest	country	in	South	America,	with	a	population	of	over	32	million	people.	What	most	non-residents	don't	know,	is	that	Peru	is	also	home	to	more	than	40	species	of	venomous	snakes.	Present	in	nearly	all	regions,	encounters	with	these	potentially	deadly	reptiles	is	actually	quite	common.	Pablo	Venegas,
Rainforest	Partnership's	chief	herpetologist,	has	conducted	multiple	expeditions	to	the	remote	Andean	regions	of	Peru,	but	unlike	others,	he	actually	goes	searching	for	these	snakes.	Getting	to	know	the	animals	that	make	their	home	in	the	rainforest	is	one	of	the	primary	goals	for	Pablo	and	his	team	(no	matter	how	poisonous	their	venom	might	be!).
Handling	these	snakes	to	obtain	DNA	samples	for	research	isa	risky	task	that	is	only	enhanced	given	their	remote	research	locations	and	distance	to	the	nearest	medical	assistance.	Sometimes,	reaching	a	medical	center	required	a	10-hour	hike,	or	even	a	three-day	walk.	Therefore,	to	prevent	accidents,	Pablo	needs	to	handle	these	animals	with	the	right
tools,	like	snake	tubes.	​During	a	field	herpetology	course	conducted	in	September	2023,	Pablo	encountered	a	venomous	snake,	which	he	safely	contained	in	a	tube	and	was	able	to	examine	it	in	detail	with	the	students.​These	transparent	plastic	tubes	allow	researchers	to	gently	guide	the	snake	halfway	in,	and	manipulate	it	safely	for	both	human	and
reptile.	Once	inside	the	tube,	research	can	perform	actions	like	counting	scales,	taking	morphological	data,	and	even	collecting	blood	samples	without	overly	stressing	the	snakes.​Continued	study	of	reptiles	in	Peru.​We	are	grateful	for	these	incredible	scientists	who	continue	to	pursue	new	ways	to	study,	understand,	and	sometimes	even	discover,	species
that	are	new	to	us.	​	Dense,	dark,	and	full	of	deadly	animals	–	Peru	has	one	of	the	wildest	and	most	diverse	ecosystems	on	the	planet.	Around	60%	of	Peru	is	dominated	by	rainforests	with	both	the	Amazon	and	the	Andes	covering	the	land.	So	what	dangerous	animals	in	Peru	are	hiding	in	the	shadows?	This	South	American	nation	is	among	the	world’s	top
10	megadiverse	countries	due	to	its	proximity	to	the	equator	creating	wet	tropical	conditions.	The	long	North-South	extension	offers	climatic	variation	within	the	rainforest,	similar	to	the	habitats	for	dangerous	animals	in	Chile.	Peru’s	coastline	is	also	home	to	several	endemic	species,	along	with	the	three	distinct	regions	across	the	country	divided	up	by
the	Andes.	Some	of	the	most	dangerous	animals	in	Peru	are	so	small	that	they	can	hide	in	plain	sight	without	going	detected.	Others	are	incredibly	skilled	at	hunting,	so	much	so	that	you	wouldn’t	notice	being	measured	up	for	size.	The	jaguar	is	Peru’s	big	cat	that	prowls	the	jungle,	with	jaws	strong	enough	to	pierce	skulls.	However,	this	solitary	animal
tends	to	stay	in	the	full	depths	of	the	Amazon,	meaning	attacks	on	humans	are	rare.	Nonetheless,	whether	you’re	exploring	the	famed	Machu	Picchu	or	hiking	the	Inca	Trail,	being	on	high	alert	while	exploring	Peru	is	always	a	good	idea	for	survival.	You	never	know	which	of	these	most	dangerous	animals	in	Peru	is	just	around	the	corner.	Photo	by	Envato
Elements	Latin	NamePhyllobates	terribilisFatal	WeaponsExtremely	potent	toxic	excreted	on	the	skinTreatmentNo	antidote,	the	body	must	fight	by	itselfWhere	To	Find	ThemWet	areas	of	the	rainforest,	ie.	marshes,	streams,	rivers,	lakes,	and	swampsIUCN	StatusNo	concern	Poison	dart	frogs	are	perhaps	one	of	the	world’s	most	deadly	animals.	The	poison
they	pack	(batrachotoxin)	is	powerful	enough	to	kill	up	to	seven	men,	delivering	a	toxic	attack	even	in	minuscule	quantities.	Toxin	from	a	poison	dart	frog	can	kill	any	animal,	including	humans,	in	less	than	three	minutes	and	there	is	no	antidote.	However,	it’s	not	all	bad	–	scientists	are	researching	the	toxic	and	possible	uses	for	pain	relief.	On	average,	a
poison	dart	frog	is	only	15mm	in	length	(some	known	to	have	grown	up	to	6cm).	However,	once	the	frog	is	spotted,	identifying	these	poisonous	frogs	is	straightforward.	They	come	in	a	variety	of	colors,	all	bright	and	vibrant	as	a	warning	about	the	potent	toxic	found	on	their	skin.	You’ll	find	gold,	copper,	red,	blue,	or	green	poison	dart	frogs	across	Peru,
Argentina,	and	other	South	American	countries.	The	golden	poison	dart	frog	is	the	most	dangerous	and	poisonous	variety.	If	you	are	unlucky	to	come	into	contact	with	the	frog	poison,	you’ll	experience	some	or	all	of	the	following	symptoms:	Swelling	Muscular	paralysis	Nausea	Death	Poison	dart	frogs	can	be	found	throughout	the	jungle,	especially	around
the	Amazonian	marshes,	lakes,	swamps,	streams,	and	rivers.	The	best	thing	to	do	is	steer	clear	of	these	tiny	yet	powerful	amphibians!	Be	careful	where	you’re	putting	your	hands	when	exploring	the	depths	of	the	Peruvian	jungle.	Photo	by	Wikimedia	Commons	Latin	NameScolopendra	giganteaFatal	WeaponsStrong	toxic	administered	through	forcipules
biteTreatmentUse	a	hot	compress	to	dilute	the	venom,	followed	by	ice	packs	to	reduce	any	swelling	Where	To	Find	ThemSheltered	areas	in	dark	and	damp	jungle	spacesIUCN	StatusThreatened	A	creature	worthy	of	a	leading	role	in	a	Stephen	King	novel,	the	giant	yellow-leg	Peruvian	centipede,	also	known	as	the	Amazonian	giant	centipede,	can	grow	up
to	30	cm	in	length.	They	prey	on	a	large	variety	of	animals	and	feed	on	whatever	they	manage	to	kill.	These	killer	creatures	climb	the	ceilings	of	caves	to	hold	and	manipulate	their	prey	like	bats,	administering	a	lethal	toxin	from	the	forcipules.	The	giant	centipede	is	also	extremely	aggressive	and	is	known	to	have	attacked	people	that	cross	its	path.	A	four-
year-old	child	was	reported	to	have	been	killed	by	the	centipedes’	venom.	Luckily,	the	centipede	doesn’t	make	a	regular	habit	of	adding	humans	to	their	meal	plan.	These	creature’s	diet	is	based	on	invertebrates	and	also	larger	creatures	like	lizards,	snakes,	frogs,	mice,	bats,	and	sparrow-sized	birds	found	in	the	rainforest.	It	can	overpower	and	kill
creatures	larger	than	itself.	This	arthropod	thrives	in	the	shadows	of	the	Peruvian	tropical	jungle.	They	are	typically	found	in	the	dark	and	damp	corners,	under	shelter	and	awaiting	their	unsuspecting	victim.	Photo	by	Envato	Elements	Latin	NamePhoneutriaFatal	WeaponsPowerful	venom	administered	through	biteTreatmentSeek	medical	attention	for	the
antidote	to	the	spider	biteWhere	To	Find	ThemSheltered	areas	in	dark	spaces,	often	found	in	homes	and	other	urban	areasIUCN	StatusNot	listed	One	of	the	most	dangerous	arachnids	in	the	world	is	the	Brazilian	wandering	spider.	Bites	from	these	spiders	contain	a	powerful	neurotoxin	that	can	lead	to	serious	respiratory	paralysis	as	well	as	excruciating
pain	for	the	unfortunate	victim.	An	antidote	was	only	recently	discovered	in	1996,	a	year	when	a	recorded	14	people	died	from	the	Brazilian	wandering	spider	bite.	Identifying	the	Brazilian	wandering	spider	can	be	challenging,	especially	as	they	are	more	active	during	the	night.	The	body	is	typically	around	2	inches	with	the	leg	span	being	a	more	notable
6	inches.	Colors	can	vary,	but	most	are	brown	with	a	yellowish	band	down	the	back.	All	Brazilian	wandering	spiders	are	hairy	and	fast	movers!	These	arachnids	give	plenty	of	warning	before	they	strike	into	an	attack.	They	raise	their	body	onto	their	hind	legs	and	expose	their	red	jaws	–	a	defensive	posture	in	the	spider	world.	A	venomous	bite	from	a
wandering	spider	can	cause	the	following	reactions:	Loss	of	muscle	control	Respiratory	paralysis	Inflammation	Death	As	the	name	suggests,	these	spiders	can	be	found	across	Peru	and	other	South	American	nations.	They	prefer	to	crawl	on	the	floor	of	the	jungle	looking	for	prey	during	the	night	but	have	also	been	known	to	wander	into	human
settlements.	These	spiders	can	remain	hidden	in	houses	and	cars,	quietly	building	nests	unbeknown	to	the	homeowners.	Banana	farms	and	importers	from	South	America	have	to	be	careful	as	sometimes	the	wandering	spiders	have	settled	in	bunches.	Photo	by	Wikimedia	Commons	Latin	NameParaponera	ClavataFatal	WeaponsPoneratoxin	in	a
sting/biteTreatmentUse	a	hot	compress	to	dilute	the	venom,	followed	by	ice	packs	to	reduce	any	swellingWhere	To	Find	ThemForest	floors	and	treesIUCN	StatusLeast	concern	Bullet	worker	ants	can	grow	up	to	1.2	inches	in	length	and	have	no	limit	to	their	sting.	They	are	not	naturally	aggressive	but	have	one	of	the	most	painful	stings	ever	recorded.	The
bullet	ant	sting	releases	poneratoxin,	a	compound	that	disrupts	synapses	in	the	central	nervous	system	causing	the	following	side	effects:	Nerve	confusion	Intense	pain	lasting	more	than	12	hours	Swelling	at	the	area	of	the	bite	Typically	after	24	hours,	the	toxin	is	flushed	out	of	the	body.	This	means	that	the	pain	can	last	a	full	day,	however,	the	intense
sensation	typically	subsides	around	12	hours.	There	are	no	reports	of	deaths	from	bullet	ant	stings,	perhaps	because	it	would	take	at	least	250	stings	to	kill	an	average-sized	adult.	That	being	said,	we	still	advise	you	to	avoid	receiving	a	sting	from	one	of	these	dangerous	animals	in	Peru.	The	Schmidt	sting	pain	index	ranks	the	bullet	ant’s	sting	as	one	of
the	most	painful,	above	that	of	a	tarantula	hawk	wasp	sting.	Some	victims	have	claimed	the	pain	of	being	shot	by	a	bullet	is	comparable	to	that	of	a	bullet	being	hit	by	the	bullet,	which	explains	the	name’s	origin.	Whereas	others	have	likened	the	intense	pain	to	walking	over	flaming	charcoal	with	a	3″	nail	in	your	heel.	Photo	by	Envato	Elements	Latin
NameAedes	albopictusFatal	WeaponsCarriers	of	vector-borne	diseases	transmitted	via	a	biteTreatmentVaccinations	and	medication	available	from	medical	professionalsWhere	To	Find	ThemClose	to	water	sources,	such	as	rivers,	lakes,	and	marshesIUCN	StatusLeast	concern	Mosquitos	are	one	of	the	most	dangerous	insects	found	globally.	These	tiny
buzzing	bugs	are	more	than	just	annoying,	they	act	as	the	vectors	of	diseases	like	malaria	and	yellow	fever.	Tourists	to	the	Amazon	rainforest	are	advised	to	take	all	necessary	precautions	to	avoid	mosquito	bites.	Yellow	fever	vaccinations	and	mosquito	repellant	creams	are	among	the	best	measures	to	prevent	mosquito	bites	in	the	jungle.	Also	wearing
long-sleeved	tops	and	pants	while	in	the	rainforest	is	helpful.	Some	medical	practitioners	may	advise	taking	malaria	tablets	either	before	your	trip	or	in	the	event	of	being	bitten.	The	Amazon	has	a	huge	population	of	mosquitos.	Its	hot,	humid,	and	tropical	rainforest	provides	the	most	ideal	conditions	for	mosquitos	to	thrive.	Photo	by	Envato	Elements	Latin
NameMelanosuchus	nigerFatal	WeaponsPowerful	jaws	and	territorial	behaviorTreatmentSeek	urgent	medical	attention	if	you	are	attackedWhere	To	Find	ThemClose	to	water	sources,	such	as	rivers,	lakes,	and	marshesIUCN	StatusThreatened	Lurking	in	lakes,	slow-moving	rivers,	and	flooded	savannahs	is	the	black	caiman.	This	powerful	reptile	is
considered	the	biggest	predator	in	the	Peruvian	ecosystem.	It	feeds	on	a	variety	of	birds,	reptiles,	fish,	and	mammals.	Black	caimans	are	capable	of	taking	any	animal	that	unknowingly	ventures	into	its	territory,	and	that	includes	humans.	Between	2008	and	2013,	43	people	have	been	attacked	by	black	caimans.	Thankfully	less	than	one-fifth	of	these
attacks	on	humans	were	fatal.	These	dangerous	animals	can	grow	up	to	a	staggering	6	meters	in	length.	They	look	very	similar	to	the	American	alligator	except	for	the	clear	difference	of	color.	Its	jaws	are	extremely	powerful,	which	they	use	to	grab	prey	to	drown,	not	chew.	Photo	by	Wikimedia	Commons	Latin	NameEunectes	murinusFatal
WeaponsPowerful	constricting	body	powerful	enough	to	crush	and	suffocate	victimsTreatmentSeek	urgent	medical	attention	if	you	are	attackedWhere	To	Find	ThemClose	to	water	sources,	such	as	rivers,	lakes,	and	marshesIUCN	StatusNot	evaluated	The	green	anaconda	is	the	largest	non-venomous	snake	in	the	world	and	is	found	across	most	of	South
America.	These	giants	average	20	to	30	feet	in	length	and	can	weigh	up	to	550	pounds.	Anacondas	are	found	in	swamps,	lakes,	and	marshes	across	Peru	–	so	it’s	highly	advisable	not	to	go	swimming	in	the	jungle!	Despite	being	incredibly	large,	these	snakes	have	mastered	the	art	of	camouflage.	They	blend	in	perfectly	with	the	jungle	environment	and	are
often	submerge	the	bulk	of	their	body	in	water.	This	harmony	with	the	natural	environment	makes	the	anaconda	one	of	the	most	dangerous	animals	in	Peru	and	Latin	America.	Anacondas	use	their	size	and	strength	advantage	to	constrict	their	prey,	breaking	bones	and	suffocating	their	victims.	They	have	a	legendary	status	of	being	“man-eaters”,
however,	attacks	on	humans	are	not	common.	These	enormous	snakes	feast	on	deer,	birds,	wild	pigs,	and	even	jaguars.	Photo	by	Envato	Elements	Latin	NameElectrophorus	electricusFatal	WeaponsElectrical	charge	that	is	powerful	enough	to	stun	large	mammalsTreatmentSeek	urgent	medical	attention	if	you	are	attackedWhere	To	Find	ThemFreshwater
locations	in	the	rainforestIUCN	StatusLeast	concern	Sticking	with	the	waters	of	Peru,	next	up	is	the	electric	eel.	Strictly	not	an	eel,	but	rather	a	species	of	knife	fish	that	is	capable	of	stunning	an	adult	human	with	its	powerful	electrical	charge.	Three	pairs	of	abdominal	organs	allow	it	to	generate	a	shock	of	up	to	600	volts.	There	are	cases	in	which	the
electric	eel	has	stunned	horses,	caiman,	and	other	large	mammals.	Fatal	attacks	on	humans	are	rare	but	not	completely	non-existent.	A	single	jolt	is	enough	to	cause	the	person	to	stop	breathing	and	potentially	drown	in	shallow	water.	The	shocking	capability	is	a	defense	mechanism	as	well	as	a	feature	used	to	shock	prey	before	consumption.	Electric	eels
can	grow	up	to	8	feet	in	length	and	weigh	up	to	20	kg.	They	have	a	slender	snake-like	body	shape	and	are	typically	dark	in	color,	making	them	extremely	camouflaged	on	riverbeds.	Yet	another	reason	to	skip	swimming	in	Peru!	Photo	by	Envato	Elements	Latin	NamePygocentrus	nattereriFatal	WeaponsRazor-sharp	teeth	and	powerful	jawsTreatmentSeek
urgent	medical	attention	if	you	are	attackedWhere	To	Find	ThemFreshwater	locations	in	the	rainforestIUCN	StatusLeast	concern	And	last	but	not	least,	piranhas!	Piranhas	are	freshwater	fish	infamous	for	their	powerful	jaws	and	razor-sharp	teeth.	The	black	piranha’s	bite	is	one	of	the	most	forceful	bites	among	the	animal	kingdom.	Despite	the	fish	being
reportedly	so	dangerous,	local	tribes	have	brought	them	to	their	tables	and	even	created	tools	and	weapons	using	the	teeth	and	bones.	A	piranhas	bite	can	easily	tear	through	all	flesh	including	that	of	humans.	In	2015,	a	girl’s	body	was	found	partly	eaten	by	piranhas	in	Brazil!	The	girl	was	riding	a	boat	with	her	grandmother	when	the	boat	capsized	during
a	storm,	leading	to	an	extremely	unfortunate	feeding	frenzy.	That	being	said,	piranhas	don’t	make	a	habit	of	adding	humans	to	their	diet.	They	tend	to	stick	to	eating	other	fish,	insects,	mollusks,	crustaceans,	algae,	and	seeds.	However,	when	hungry	during	the	dry	season,	attacks	and	feeding	frenzies	are	likely	to	happen.	Identifying	piranhas	is	fairly
clear.	Most	piranhas	don’t	grow	more	than	2	feet	long	and	generally	are	dark	in	color	with	a	deep	red	underbelly.	They	have	deep	bodies	with	blunt	heads	and	scissor-like	jaws.	Considered	one	of,	if	not	the	most	dangerous	animals	in	Peru	is	the	poison	dart	frog.	The	poison	excreted	by	this	amphibian	can	be	fatal	and	there	is	no	known	antidote.	This	frog
is	also	extremely	small	and	can	be	difficult	to	see	when	exploring	the	jungle	making	an	accidental	encounter	likely.	Anacondas	are	the	most	dangerous	snakes	in	Peru	due	to	their	size	and	strength.	These	snakes	don’t	often	hunt	humans.	However,	they	are	capable	of	constricting	the	average-sized	man,	breaking	bones,	and	suffocating	the	unfortunate
victim.	Often	named	the	“man-eating	snake”,	this	is	clearly	one	of	the	most	dangerous	animals	in	Peru.	There	are	several	species	of	spiders	in	Peru	that	are	considered	dangerous.	The	most	toxic	to	avoid	at	all	costs	is	the	Brazilian	wandering	spider.	The	bite	is	extremely	painful	and	can	result	in	muscle	paralysis,	respiratory	issues,	and	even	death	which
make	these	spiders	one	of	the	most	dangerous	animals	in	Peru.	Enjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for
your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now	on	demand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will
be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now	on	demand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper
detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI
demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now	on	demand.Watch	Now	Esta	es	la	Plataforma	Digital	Única	del	Estado	Peruano,	donde	encontrarás	información	sobre	trámites,	servicios,	normas	y	más.	Jaguar	Mountain	Lion	2	Amazon	Dolphins	Spectacled	Bear	Sea	Lion	2	Tapir	species	Amazon	Manatee	White-
tailed	Deer	vicunha	Guanaco	Andean	Fox	Howler	Monkey	Andes	Condor	King	Vulture	Scarlet	Macaw	Brown	Pelican	Frigate	bird	Cock	of	the	Rock	3	Caiman	species	Anaconda	3	Iguana	Species	Paixe	Amazon	catfish	Pirana	Peru's	animals	list	is	among	the	world's	longest.	In	fact,	Peru	is	among	the	the	world's	top	10	megadiverse	countries.	This	diversity	is
the	result	of	several	factors:	It	is	very	close	to	the	equator,	which	is	characterized	by	wet	tropical	conditions;	Peru	has	a	very	long	North-South	extension,	allowing	for	considerable	climatic	variation	of	its	rainforests,	resulting	in	related	species	variation;	The	Andes	divides	the	country	in	three	zones,	each	with	different	sets	of	species;	The	coastal	region	of
Peru	is	a	desert	but	with	great	local	and	altitudinal	variation,	allowing	for	a	high	degree	of	endemism.	However,	even	though	having	the	greatest	number	of	animal	species,	South	America	-	including	Peru	-	has	no	terrestrial	macrofauna,	like	Africa	and	Asia.	The	largest	predator	is	the	Jaguar	and	the	largest	hoofed	animal	is	the	Lowland	Tapir,	a	mid-sized
ungulate.	However,	Peru	is	home	to	all	four	camel	species.	On	the	other	hand,	with	regard	to	birds	and	reptiles,	Peru	holds	its	ground	with	the	world's	largest	flying	bird,	the	Andes	Condor	and	the	giant	tortoises	of	Galapagos.	On	this	page	you	find	the	25	most	spectacular	animals	of	Peru	rainforest	list,	most	of	which	in	high	resolution	photographs,	which
you	can	see	at	full	size	by	clicking	on	the	pictures.	Animals	of	the	Peru	Rainforest	There	is	quite	a	bit	of	confusion	about	the	diversity	of	different	habitats,	the	greatest	diversity	is	found	in	the	wet	lowlands,	where	the	animals	of	Peru	rainforest	list	is	the	longest.	There	is	quite	a	hype	about	the	diversity	of	the	Andes	cloud	forests,	but	in	fact	they	are	much
less	diverse	than	the	lowlands,	and	the	number	of	species	decreases	dramatically	with	elevation.	Paramos	are	very	species	poor	for	tropical	ecosystems.		In	fact,	about	1000	m,	there	are	only	a	few	fish	species	of	one	single	genus.	Also	Mangroves	are	notoriously	poor	in	species	diversity,	even	though	the	numbers	of	some	species	may	be	quite	large.
Endangered	species	of	Peru	Being	so	species	rich,	there	are	countless	endangered	species	in	Peru,	many	not	even	known	to	science.	That	is	why	each	protected	area	in	Peru	is	so	important.	Why	consider	booking	our		Peru	National	Parks	Tour?	Because	for	the	same	price,	our	tour	gets	you	to	ALL	places	Peru	is	so	famous	for.	On	top	of	that,	you	get	to	see
9	National	Parks/Reserves	accompanied	by	a	naturalist	guide.	There	is	nothing	similar	on	the	market.	As	Peru	can	be	combined	with	other	countries,	we	organize	tours	in	modules:	Lima	Cusco,	Machu	Picchu	module,	Manu	National	Park	module,	National	Parks	Module,	All	modules.	Destinations	Overview:		World	Heritage	Site	Lima,		World	Heritage	Site
Cusco,	Amazon	park	Manu	National	Park,		World	Heritage	Site	Valle	Sagrado/Sacred	Valley,	World	Heritage	Site	Machu	Picchu,	Cloud	Forest	Machu	Picchu	Sanctuary,	Highland	wetland	Titicaca	National	Reserve,	Uros	floating	islands,	Altiplano	wildlife	park	Salinas	&	Aguadas	Blancas	National	Reserve,	World's	second	deepest	canyon	Colca	Canyon,
Word	heritage	site	Arequipa,	World	heritage	site	Nazca	Lines,	Pampas	Galeras	National	Reserve,	San	Fernando	National	Reserve,	Paracas	National	Reserve,	Ballestas	Islands	National	Reserve.	MAMMALS	Our	mammal	list	of	Peru	has	287	species,	the	most	abundant	group	being	bats,	that	you	can	see	everywhere,	followed	by	the	rodents.	This	is	the
complete	list	of	mammals	of	Peru.	Monkeys	21	species	of	monkeys	are	known	from	Peru	with	10	occurring	in	the	Amazon	of	Peru:	The	Pygmy	marmoset,	Cebuella	pygmaea,	is	the	world's	second	tiniest	monkey.		The	Black	Mantle	Tamarin,	Saguinus	nigricollis,	the	Spix's	Night	Monkey,	Aotus	vociferans,	the	Coppery	Titi	Monkey,	Callicebus	cupreus,
Yellow-handed	Titi	Monkey,	Callicebus	lucifer,	the	Collared	Titi	Monkey,	Callicebus	torquatus,	the	Monk	Saki,	Pithecia	monachus,	the	Common	Squirrel	Monkey,	Saimiri	sciureus,	the	White-fronted	Capuchin	Monkey,	Cebus	albifrons,	Long-haired	spider	monkey	Ateles	belzebuth,	the	Red	Howler	Monkey,	Alouatta	seniculus,	and	the	Brown	Woolly	Monkey,
Lagothrix	lagotricha,	many	of	which	can	be	seen	regularly.	Monkeys	are	rarely	found	above	1000masl.	Brown	Woolly	Monkey,	Lagothrix	lagotricha.	Below:	Yellow-handed	Titi	Monkey,	Ateles	belzebuth.	Lowland	Tapirs,	Tapirus	terrestris,	are	terrestrial	lowland	jungle	animals	but	they	also	are	very	happy	in	the	water.	Highly	appreciated	for	their	meat,
they	are	hunted	heavily	hunted	anywhere	outside	the	reserves.	One	rarely	sees	one,	but	they	are	there.	Higher	up	along	the	Andes	occurs	the	Woolly	Tapir,	Tapirus	Pinchaque,	which	also	is	rarely	seen.	Capybaras,	Hydrochoerus	hydrochaeris,	are	the	largest	rodents	on	earth.	They	live	along	the	banks	of	rivers	and	can	be	frequently	seen	in	the	Amazon.	Of
course	there	are	many	other	species	of	rodents,	and	often	one	can	see	porcupines.	Other	native	hoofed	animals	of	Peru,	include	both	species	of	peccaries,	Collared	Peccary,	Tayassu	tajacu,	and	the	White-lipped	Peccary,	T.	pecari.,	as	well	as	several	species	of	deer	such	as	White	Tailed	Deer,	Odocoileus	virginianus,	and	the	Brocket	Deer,	Manzama
americana.	Camel	species	Although	"hoofed"	animals,	camel	species	don't	have	real	hoofs	but	rather	flattened	toes	that	spread	on	thick	cushions.	vicunhas	live	in	herds	of	1	male	with	up	to	15	females,	while	bachelor	male	herds	may	have	as	many	as	50	individuals.	Guanacos	-	the	wild	ancestor	of	the	Lama	-	prefers	living	at	lower	elevations	than	the
Lama,	but	can	still	be	found	as	high	as	3,500	m.	It	is	extremely	draught	tolerant	and	can	be	found	in	deserts	from	Peru	to	Southern	Argentina.	Alpacas	are	a	domesticated	form	of	the	vecu?s;	highly	valued	for	their	wool	they	are	widely	used	in	the	Andes	highlands.	As	transport	by	animals	is	becoming	increasingly	less	important,	Lamas,	are	becoming	a
less	common	sight	in	Peru.	Viscachas	are	common	in	the	Andes	highlands	and	a	highly	valued	pray	for	Andean	Foxes.	The	Northern	Anteater	has	a	fairly	wide	distribution	throughout	the	country.	Predators	Most	predators	live	in	the	lowlands	and	quite	a	few	of	them	actually	like	water	or	at	least	tolerate	it.	Some	of	the	predators	include:	Both	the	Jaguar,
Panthera	onca,	and	the	Ocelot,	Leopardus	pardalis,	like	water	rich	forests;	Jaguars	are	known	to	actually	like	swimming.	These,	and	several	other	species	of	cats	are	present	in	the	Amazon	lowlands.	Particularly	at	night,	you	can	see	them	sneaking	across	low	hanging	branches,	when	you	go	looking	for	crocodiles.	With	a	bit	of	luck,	all	of	a	sudden	the	eyes
of	a	big	cat	are	caught	in	your	flashlight.	Both	Jaguars,	Panthera	onca,	and	Pumas	or	Mountain	Lions,	Puma	concolor,	-	which	also	live	in	both	parks	-	avoid	people	and	are	rarely	seen,	even	by	the	indigenous	people.	Both	species	are	on	the	endangered	animals	of	Peru	list.	Higher	up	on	the	Amazonian	Andes	slopes	the	Spectacled	or	Andean	Bear	is	the
largest	predator.	The	South	American	coati,	or	ring-tailed	coati,	Nasua	nasua,	is	a	common	predator	in	the	Amazon	region.	Both	the	Giant	Otter,	Pteronura	brasiliensis,	and	the	Neotropical	Otter,	Lutra	longicaudis,	belong	naturally	in	the	eastern	lowlands.	They	do	occur	however	in	the	major	reserves	of	Peru's	Amazon	region.	Besides	Mountain	Lions,	the
largest	predators	are	the	Spectacles	Bear	and	the	Andean	Fox.	Dolphins	In	the	a	water-drenched	Amazon	Region,	two	species	of	dolphins	live	in	the	rivers:	Since	the	1970s,	three	camelid	species	have	been	introduced:	the	wild	vicunha	and	the	domestic	Llama	and	Alpaca.	As	many	as	6000+	vicunhas	live	at	the	paramos	surrounding	the	Chimborazo	and
their	range	continues	to	expand.	The	Andean	Fox	is	a	canine	species	somewhere	between	a	fox	and	a	coyote.	The	Pink	Amazon	Dolphin,	Inia	geoffrensis,	can	be	recognized	by	its	hump-shaped	dorsal	fin	and	the	more	pronounced	hump	on	its	head	and	longer	snout.	Particularly	the	males	may	be	pink,	but	in	the	Amazon	of	Peru	they	are	mostly	gray.	The
Pink	Amazon	Dolphin	can	turn	its	head	90	degrees	each	way.	Dolphins	can	be	seen	almost	daily	on	the	larger	rivers,	darting	around	the	canoe	and	sometimes	swimming	with	the	swimmers.	When	the	water	level	is	high,	dolphins	even	enter	the	flooded	forest	in	pursuit	of	fishes	that	feed	on	nuts	and	seeds	from	the	flooded	forest	floor.	The	Gray	Amazon
Dolphin	or	Tucuxi,	Sotalia	fluviatilis,	can	be	recognized	by	its	shark-like	triangular	dorsal	fin.	Its	belly	is	lighter	and	varies	from	light	grey	to	pinkish.	It	has	a	closely	related	relative	in	the	coastal	waters	of	South	America,	but	that	species	does	not	swim	as	deeply	into	the	Amazon	region	as	the	Tucuxi.	More	so	than	the	Pink	Amazon	Dolphin,	Tucuxis	tend	to
jump	out	of	the	water.	The	Amazonian	Manatee,	Trichechus	inunguis,	is	a	species	of	manatee	that	lives	in	the	freshwaters	rivers	and	lakes	of	the	Amazon	basin	and	supposedly	never	leaves	for	the	sea.	It	is	found	in	Brazil,	Peru,	Colombia,	Peru,	Guyana,	and	Venezuela.	It	is	closely	related	to	the	West	Indian	Manatee,	that	also	ventures	up	the	Amazon
River,	but	never	as	deeply	inland	as	the	Amazonian	Manatee.	Bats	With	so	many	insects	to	feast	on,	it	is	obvious	that	there	are	lots	of	bats	in	the	Amazon:	There	are	numerous	species	of	bats	in	the	jungle.	Of	course,	at	night	you	can	see	them	fly	in	great	numbers	in	the	sky.	But	in	daytime	too,	you	can	see	quite	a	few	of	them.	Some	species	hang	from	low
braches	above	the	water,	and	when	you	pass	by	them,	they	may	flya	off	their	resting	places	and	you	get	to	see	them	from	quite	nearby.	These	pictures	have	been	taken	by	biologists	during	a	bat	field	study.	BIRDS	More	than	1650	species	of	birds	have	been	recorded	for	Peru,	making	it	the	most	bird	diverse	country	in	the	world	by	size.	REPTILES	Many
reptiles	also	like	a	to	snatch	up	insects,	although	some	of	them	also	like	other	animals	of	Peru	for	dinner,	such	as	amphibians,	birds	and	even	peccaries	and	deer,	as	is	the	case	of	anacondas	and	Black	Caiman:	AMPHIBIANS	Other	groups	of	the	animal	kingdom	also	love	taking	it	out	on	insects:	the	Amphibians.	Frogs	and	toads	are	extremely	common	in	the
Amazon	Jungle	as	well	as	along	the	Andes	flanks.	In	fact,	most	of	the	nightly	concerts	are	sung	by	amphibians!	Unless	you	know	how	and	where	to	look	for	them,	you	rarely	see	them	though.	Some	of	those	noisy	critters	are	no	more	than	one	or	two	centimeters	and	they	have	perfect	hiding	colors.	As	soon	as	they	notice	you,	they	keep	quiet,	but	the
moment	you	are	gone,	they	resume	their	song.	FISHES	While	fishing	is	no	longer	allowed	in	the	parks,	other	than	by	the	Indians	for	personal	use,	there	are	a	great	number	of	fishes,	including	the	infamous	pira?s,	as	well	as	the	gigantic	Paiches	and	Amazon	Catfish.	The	coastal	ichteofauna	is	far	less	diverse	and	to	some	extent	related	to	the	marine
ichteofauna.	ARTHROPODS	Of	course	the	jungle	is	home	to	a	fabulous	variety	of	the	most	wonderful	insects,	big	and	small:	colorful	moths	and	butterflies,	odd	shaped	beetles,	dragonflies,	etc.	etc.	After	more	than	two	decades	in	the	reserve,	we	learned	that	for	insects,	every	night	is	different.	Some	nights	great	numbers	of	very	different	species	are
attracted	by	lights,	while	other	nights	insects	abound,	but	most	of	them	only	belonging	to	only	a	few	species.		During	nightly	excursions	in	the	Amazon,	the	guides	go	looking	for	nocturnal	insects	on	the	ground.	The	Amazon	has	some	really	weird	looking	critters	that	you	only	can	see	at	night	with	flashlights.	Moths	Some	evenings,	insects	come	in	great
variety,	while	other	evenings,	only	a	few	different	species	fly	about.	Particularly	the	moths	that	come	after	the	lights	of	the	lodge,	are	of	great	beauty	and	if	you	are	lucky,	you	may	see	a	few	of	these	species	of	the	"hummingbirds"	of	the	insect	world	show	off	their	incredibly	rapid	wing	beats.	Caterpillars	Caterpillars	appear	in	amazing	shapes	and	colors
and	are	always	a	thankful	subject	for	photographers.	Butterflies	Of	course	their	adult	life	forms	are	also	well-represented.	Many	diurnal	butterflies	like	to	gather	at	specific	places,	supposedly	to	nourish	themselves	with	minerals.	Spiders	and	other	Arthropods	And	then	of	course	there	are	spiders,	in	many	sizes	and	colors:	At	a	distance	of	3000	km	from
the	sea,	there	are	fresh	water	crabs	in	the	Amazon.	Are	they	there	from	ancient	days	when	the	Amazon	was	under	the	Atlantic	Ocean,	or	did	they	adapt	to	fresh	water	and	migrated	upstream?	Whip	spiders	are	closest	related	to	the	spiders,	but	are	still	quite	different.	They	have	no	silk	glands	and	are	different	from	scorpions	by	lacking	a	poisonous	tail.
They	are	totally	harmless	to	people.


