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Present	participle	of	excruciate,	from	Latin	excruciō,	from	ex-	+	cruciō	(“I	torment”).	excruciating	(comparative	more	excruciating,	superlative	most	excruciating)	Causing	great	pain	or	anguish,	agonizing	Synonyms:	lacerating,	poignant	2011,	Charles	Colson,	Nancy	Pearcey,	How	Now	Shall	We	Live?:Sagan	faced	an	excruciating	dilemma:	Should	he	remain	true	to	his
naturalistic	philosophy	and	reject	the	marrow	graft	as	something	acquired	by	immoral	means?	Or	should	he	agree	to	undergo	the	medical	treatment	in	hope	of	saving	his	life	Exceedingly	intense;	extreme	1922,	Agatha	Christie,	“Chapter	16”,	in	The	Secret	Adversary:When	he	at	last	opened	his	eyes,	he	was	conscious	of	nothing	but	an	excruciating	pain	through	his	temples.
He	was	vaguely	aware	of	unfamiliar	surroundings.	excruciatinglysuperexcruciatingunexcruciating	adjective	jump	to	other	results	extremely	painful	or	badThe	pain	in	my	back	was	excruciating.She	groaned	at	the	memory,	suffering	all	over	again	the	excruciating	embarrassment	of	those	moments.He	rolled	on	the	floor	in	excruciating	agony.The	process	is	painful,	but	not
excruciating.Synonyms	painfulpainfulsore	▪	raw	▪	inflamed	▪	excruciating	▪	burning	▪	itchyThese	words	all	describe	something	that	causes	you	physical	pain.painful	causing	you	physical	pain.	Painful	can	describe	a	part	of	the	body,	illness,	injury,	treatment	or	death:	Is	your	knee	still	painful?	•	a	series	of	painful	injections	•	a	slow	and	painful	death	sore	(of	a	part	of	the
body)	painful	and	often	red,	especially	because	of	infection	or	because	a	muscle	has	been	used	too	much:a	sore	throatTheir	feet	were	sore	after	hours	of	walking.raw	(of	a	part	of	the	body)	red	and	painful,	for	example	because	of	an	infection	or	because	the	skin	has	been	damaged:The	skin	on	her	feet	had	been	rubbed	raw.inflamed	(of	a	part	of	the	body)	painful,	red	and	hot
because	of	an	infection	or	injury:The	wound	had	become	inflamed.excruciating	extremely	painful.	Excruciating	can	describe	feelings,	treatments	or	death	but	not	parts	of	the	body:	an	excruciating	throat/​back/​knee.	burning	painful	and	giving	a	feeling	of	being	very	hot:She	felt	a	burning	sensation	in	her	throat.itchy	giving	an	uncomfortable	feeling	on	your	skin	that	makes
you	want	to	scratch;	having	this	feeling:an	itchy	rashI	feel	itchy	all	over.Patternssore/​inflamed/​itchy	eyesraw/​inflamed/​itchy	skina	painful/​an	excruciating	deatha	painful/​burning	sensationexcruciating/​burning	painOxford	Collocations	DictionaryExcruciating	is	used	with	these	nouns:	See	full	entry	See	excruciating	in	the	Oxford	Advanced	American	Dictionary
WordReference	Random	House	Learner's	Dictionary	of	American	English	©	2025ex•cru•ci•at•ing	/ɪkˈskruʃiˌeɪtɪŋ/USA	pronunciation			adj.		causing	intense	suffering;	tormenting:	excruciating	pain.	WordReference	Random	House	Unabridged	Dictionary	of	American	English	©	2025ex•cru•ci•at•ing		(ik	skro̅o̅′shē	ā′ting),USA	pronunciation	adj.		extremely	painful;	causing
intense	suffering;	unbearably	distressing;	torturing:an	excruciating	noise;	excruciating	pain.	exceedingly	elaborate	or	intense;	extreme:done	with	excruciating	care.	excruciate	+	-ing2	1655–65	ex•cru′ci•at′ing•ly,	adv.		1.	.	unbearable,	insufferable,	unendurable,	agonizing,	racking.	Collins	Concise	English	Dictionary	©	HarperCollins	Publishers::	excruciating	/ɪkˈskruːʃɪˌeɪtɪŋ/
adj	unbearably	painful;	agonizing	intense;	extreme:	he	took	excruciating	pains	to	do	it	well	informal	irritating;	trying	jocular	very	bad:	an	excruciating	punexˈcruciˌatingly	adv	WordReference	Random	House	Unabridged	Dictionary	of	American	English	©	2025ex•cru•ci•ate		(ik	skro̅o̅′shē	āt′),USA	pronunciation	v.t.,	-at•ed,	-at•ing.		to	inflict	severe	pain	upon;	torture:The
headache	excruciated	him.	to	cause	mental	anguish	to;	irritate	greatly.	Latin	excruciātus,	past	participle	of	excruciāre	to	torment,	torture,	equivalent.	to	ex-	ex-1	+	cruciāre	to	torment,	crucify	(derivative	of	crux	cross);	see	ate1	1560–70	Collins	Concise	English	Dictionary	©	HarperCollins	Publishers::	excruciate	/ɪkˈskruːʃɪˌeɪt/	vb	(transitive)	to	inflict	mental	suffering	on;
torment	obsolete	to	inflict	physical	pain	on;	tortureEtymology:	16th	Century:	from	Latin	excruciāre,	from	cruciāre	to	crucify,	from	crux	crossexˌcruciˈation	n	Also	found	in:	Thesaurus.		(ĭk-skro͞o′shē-ā′tĭng)adj.1.	Intensely	painful;	agonizing.2.	Very	intense	or	extreme:	wrote	with	excruciating	precision.American	Heritage®	Dictionary	of	the	English	Language,	Fifth	Edition.
Copyright	©	2016	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(ɪkˈskruːʃɪˌeɪtɪŋ)	adj1.	unbearably	painful;	agonizing2.	intense;	extreme:	he	took	excruciating	pains	to	do	it	well.	3.	informal	irritating;	trying4.	jocular	very	bad:	an	excruciating	pun.	Collins	English	Dictionary	–	Complete
and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014	(ɪkˈskru	ʃiˌeɪ	tɪŋ)	adj.	1.	causing	intense	suffering;	tormenting.	2.	intense	or	extreme:	excruciating	pain.	ex•cru′ci•at`ing•ly,	adv.	Random	House	Kernerman	Webster's	College	Dictionary,	©	2010	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Copyright	2005,	1997,	1991	by
Random	House,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	Based	on	WordNet	3.0,	Farlex	clipart	collection.	©	2003-2012	Princeton	University,	Farlex	Inc.adjective	agonizing,	acute,	severe,	extreme,	burning,	violent,	intense,	piercing,	racking,	searing,	tormenting,	exquisite,	harrowing,	unbearable,	insufferable,	torturous,	unendurable	I	was	in	excruciating	pain.Collins	Thesaurus	of	the
English	Language	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	2nd	Edition.	2002	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995,	2002adjective	The	American	Heritage®	Roget's	Thesaurus.	Copyright	©	2013,	2014	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	sársaukafullur,
kveljandiatrocestraziantetormentosoCollins	Spanish	Dictionary	-	Complete	and	Unabridged	8th	Edition	2005	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1971,	1988	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	1993,	1996,	1997,	2000,	2003,	2005Collins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2005Collins	German	Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition
2005.	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1980	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1997,	1999,	2004,	2005,	2007Collins	Italian	Dictionary	1st	Edition	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995	(ikˈskruːʃieitiŋ)	adjective	causing	extreme	bodily	or	mental	pain.	an	excruciating	headache.	ondraaglike	 ح�رَبمُ 	 ،ب�ذَعمُ 	мъчителен	lancinante	krutý	qualvoll	uudholdelig;	ulidelig	βασανιστικός,
φρικτόςatroz,	insoportable	piinav	 اسرف 	 تقاط 	 ؛زادگناج 	tuskallinen	atroce	 רסֶיָימְ 	฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀	bolan,	mučan	kínzó	sakit	sekali	sársaukafullur,	kveljandi	atroce	ひどく苦しい				kankinantis	(par	sāpēm)	mokošs	sakit	sekali	martelend	ulidelig,	uutholdelig,	pinefull	dręczący	 نجمغ 	 ،كانريو 	 ،كاندرد 	torturante/lancinante	groaznic	мучительный	krutý,	úsporný	zelo	hud,	mučen	mučan	olidlig	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	
veren	劇烈疼痛的，極痛苦的	болісний,	нестерпний	 کان 	 تيذا 	 دیدش 	nhức	nhối	剧烈的（痛疼）,	极痛苦的Kernerman	English	Multilingual	Dictionary	©	2006-2013	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its	existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add	a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the	webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this	page:	No	word	of	complaint	passed	his	tight	set	lips,	though
the	pain	of	his	wounds	was	excruciating.The	captain	found	her	extended	on	a	pallet	of	mats	in	excruciating	pain.His	face	grew	very	white	as	his	eyes	rested	upon	the	bloody	thing	grinning	up	at	him	from	the	floor,	the	face	set	in	a	death	mask	of	excruciating	horror.I	got	quite	cross	with	them	after	a	bit,	and	told	them	what	I	thought	of	them,	and	then	they	gave	the	gimlet
such	an	excruciating	wrench	that	I	woke	up.Drowsiness	was	irresistibly	mastering	him,	but	he	kept	awake	kept	awake	by	an	excruciating	pain	in	his	arm,	for	which	he	could	find	no	satisfactory	position.History,	some	day,	will	have	an	excruciating	laugh	at	their	expense."What	has	become	of	that	old	vagabond?'	And	the	housemaid	came	and	scrubbed	his	nose	with	sand-
paper;	and	once	when	the	Princess	Angelica's	little	sister	was	born,	he	was	tied	up	in	an	old	kid	glove;	and	another	night,	some	larking	young	men	tried	to	wrench	him	off,	and	put	him	to	the	most	excruciating	agony	with	a	turnscrew.The	speed	with	which	I	ran	from	the	galley	caused	excruciating	pain	in	my	knee,	and	I	sank	down	helplessly	at	the	break	of	the	poop.O'Dowd
had	a	cock's	plume	in	her	hat,	and	a	very	large	"repayther"	on	her	stomach,	which	she	used	to	ring	on	all	occasions,	narrating	how	it	had	been	presented	to	her	by	her	fawther,	as	she	stipt	into	the	car'ge	after	her	mar'ge;	and	these	ornaments,	with	other	outward	peculiarities	of	the	Major's	wife,	gave	excruciating	agonies	to	Captain	Osborne,	when	his	wife	and	the	Major's
came	in	contact;	whereas	Amelia	was	only	amused	by	the	honest	lady's	eccentricities,	and	not	in	the	least	ashamed	of	her	company.And	with	great	solemnity	and	excruciating	Batting,	Billy	sang:Bumble,	seeing	with	excruciating	feelings,	the	delight	of	the	two	old	paupers,	who	were	tittering	together	most	rapturously,	hesitated	for	an	instant.Why,	you	have	saved	my	life!--
snatched	me	from	a	horrible	and	excruciating	death!	adjective	(2)View	synonyms	for	excruciatingunbearably	painful;	agonizingintense;	extremehe	took	excruciating	pains	to	do	it	wellinformal,		irritating;	tryinghumorous,		very	bad“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins
Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012excruciatingly	adverbunexcruciating	adjectiveExamples	are	provided	to	illustrate	real-world	usage	of	words	in	context.	Any	opinions	expressed	do	not	reflect	the	views	of	Dictionary.com.Oedipus’	rectitude	and	gleaming	self-confidence	were	so	palpable	that	as	he	grappled	with	the	slow	drip	of	dark	revelations
about	his	past—and	present—his	increasing	disorientation	and	anguish	were	excruciating	to	watch.Read	more	on	The	Wall	Street	JournalIn	the	pantheon	of	losses,	this	was	arguably	the	most	excruciating.It	was	an	excruciating	process,	which	took	almost	two	years.He	and	his	team	accumulated	so	much	material	that	they	had	to	cut	dozens	of	profiles	and	recipes	from	the
final	product,	a	process	that	Wareheim	called	excruciating.Read	more	on	Los	Angeles	TimesexcruciateexcruciationBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!©	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC
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