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probably	didn't	mean	to	do	that.3.	Usage	Problem	Used	to	request	or	grant	permission:	Can	I	be	excused?This	use	of	"can"	comes	from	Middle	English,	first	and	third	person	singular	present	tense	of	connen,	meaning	"to	know	how."	Children	often	learn	this	usage	from	adults,	who	tell	them	they	can	go	outside	after	cleaning	their	room.	In	informal
speech,	this	is	acceptable,	especially	in	negative	questions	like	"Can't	I	have	the	car	tonight?"	The	distinction	between	"can"	and	"may"	is	still	used	in	formal	situations,	but	it	seems	to	be	fading.	A	2009	survey	found	that	37%	of	users	preferred	"may"	over	"can,"	but	more	than	half	said	"can"	was	only	slightly	unacceptable	in	this	context.
###ARTICLEcan	has	multiple	meanings	and	uses	in	English,	including	slang	terms	for	military	and	film	terminology,	as	well	as	a	verb	meaning	"to	preserve"	or	"to	dismiss."	The	word	can	also	be	an	auxiliary	verb,	indicating	ability,	power,	or	skill.	It	is	often	used	with	infinitives	without	"to,"	such	as	"I	envy	people	who	can	sing"	or	"She	can	solve	the
problem	easily."	However,	when	expressing	negative	thoughts,	the	negative	forms	cannot	and	couldn't	are	used	instead.	It	has	a	special	meaning.	If	you	say	that	someone	could	do	something,	you	mean	that	they	have	the	ability	to	do	it,	but	they	don't	in	fact	do	it.We	could	do	much	more	in	this	country	to	educate	people.3.	Ability:	The	PastYou	use
could	or	a	past	form	of	be	able	to	talk	about	ability	in	the	past.He	could	run	faster	than	anyone	else.A	lot	of	them	couldn't	read	or	write.I	wasn't	able	to	answer	their	questions.If	you	say	that	someone	was	able	to	do	something,	you	usually	mean	that	they	had	the	ability	to	do	it	and	they	did	it.	Could	does	not	have	this	meaning.After	two	weeks	in	bed,
he	was	able	to	return	to	work.The	farmers	were	able	to	pay	their	employees'	wages.If	you	want	to	say	that	someone	had	the	ability	to	do	something	but	did	not	in	fact	do	it,	you	say	that	they	could	have	done	it.You	could	have	given	it	all	to	me.You	could	have	been	a	little	bit	more	careful.If	you	want	to	say	that	someone	did	not	do	something	because
they	did	not	have	the	ability	to	do	it,	you	say	that	they	could	not	have	done	it.I	couldn't	have	gone	with	you,	because	I	was	in	London	at	the	time.If	you	want	to	say	that	someone	had	the	ability	to	do	something	in	the	past,	although	they	don't	now	have	this	ability,	you	say	that	they	used	to	be	able	to	do	it.I	used	to	be	able	to	sleep	anywhere.You	used	to
be	able	to	see	the	house	from	here.4.	Ability:	The	FutureYou	use	a	future	form	of	be	able	to	talk	about	ability	in	the	future.I	shall	be	able	to	answer	that	question	tomorrow.5.	Ability:	Reporting	StructuresCould	is	often	used	in	reporting	structures.	For	example,	if	a	woman	says	'I	can	speak	Arabic',	you	usually	report	this	as	'She	said	she	could	speak
Arabic'.She	said	I	could	bring	it	back	later.6.	Ability:	'Be	Able	To'	After	Other	VerbsBe	able	to	is	sometimes	used	after	modals	such	as	might	or	should,	and	after	verbs	such	as	want,	hope,	or	expect.I	might	be	able	to	help	you.You	may	be	able	to	get	extra	money.You	should	be	able	to	see	that	from	here.She	would	not	be	able	to	go	out	alone.Do	you
really	expect	to	be	able	to	do	that?Don't	use	can	or	could	after	any	other	verbs.7.	'Being	Able	To'You	can	use	an	-ing	form	of	be	able	to.He	liked	being	able	to	discuss	politics	with	Veronica.There	is	no	-ing	form	of	can	or	could.8.	AwarenessCan	and	could	are	used	with	verbs	such	as	see,	hear,	and	smell	to	say	that	someone	is	or	was	aware	of	something
through	one	of	their	senses.I	could	see	a	few	stars	in	the	sky.9.	Possibility:	The	Present	and	FutureCould	and	can	be	used	to	talk	about	possibility	in	the	present	or	future.You	use	could	to	say	that	there	is	a	possibility	that	something	is	or	will	be	true.Don't	eat	it.	It	could	be	a	toadstool.He	was	jailed	in	February,	and	could	be	released	next	year.Might
and	may	can	be	used	in	a	similar	way.Kathy's	career	may	be	ruined.Be	Careful!Don't	use	'could	not'	to	say	that	there	is	a	possibility	that	something	is	not	true.	Instead	you	use	might	not	or	may	not.It	might	not	be	possible.If	you	want	to	say	that	it	is	impossible	that	something	is	true,	you	use	cannot	or	could	not.You	can	to	say	that	something	is
sometimes	possible.Sudden	changes	can	sometimes	have	a	negative	effect.10.	Possibility:	The	PastYou	use	could	have	to	say	that	there	is	a	possibility	that	something	was	true	in	the	past.He	could	have	been	in	the	house	on	his	own.Might	have	and	may	have	can	be	used	in	a	similar	way.She	might	have	found	the	information	online.It	may	have	been	a
dead	bird.You	also	use	could	have	to	say	that	there	was	a	possibility	of	something	being	true	in	the	past,	although	it	was	not	in	fact	true.It	could	have	been	worse.He	could	have	made	a	fortune	as	a	lawyer.Be	Careful!Don't	use	'could	not	have'	to	say	that	there	is	a	possibility	that	something	was	not	true.	Instead	you	use	might	not	have	or	may	not
have.She	might	not	have	known	the	password.If	you	want	to	say	that	it	is	impossible	that	something	was	true,	you	use	could	not	have.The	decision	couldn't	have	been	easy.The	man	couldn't	have	seen	us	at	all.11.	PermissionCan	and	could	are	used	to	say	that	someone	is	allowed	to	do	something.You	can	take	out	money	at	any	branch	of	your	own
bank.He	could	come	and	use	my	computer.Cannot	and	could	not	are	used	to	say	that	someone	is	or	was	forbidden	to	do	something.You	can't	bring	strangers	in	here.Her	dad	said	shecan	-	a	type	of	container	for	food	or	drink;	also	refers	to	a	specific	quantity	contained	in	such	a	container	I	can't	understand	your	English,	it's	very	confusing.	You	speak
little	bit	Spanish,	but	what	do	you	say?¿Qué	quieres	decir?Can	you	tell	me	something	about	plechovka	and	konserve?Plechovka	is	a	type	of	food,	I	think	it's	some	kind	of	jam	or	preserve.	Konserve	is	also	a	word	for	conserve	or	can.	But	I	don't	know	what	you	mean	with	dose	and	moccism.	It	seems	like	you	are	talking	about	some	kind	of	powder	or
dust.	Maybe	you	could	tell	me	more	about	this	topic?	ich	vielleicht	mitkommen?	—	ja,	ich	möchte	gerne	gehen,	darf	ich?	—	nein,	du	darfst	nicht	→	kann	ich	dein	Auto	nehmen?	—	nein	(ausdrücklich	überrascht)	→	können;	wie	können	Sie	nur	so	etwas	sagen!	→	das	kann	doch	wohl	nicht	dein	Ernst	sein	(	Ausdruck	von	Überraschung	und	Erstaunen	)	→
können;	vielleicht	hat	er	sich	verlaufen;	(es	ist)	möglich,	dass	er	sich	verlaufen	hat?	→	ob	er	sich	wohl	oder	vielleicht	verlaufen	hat?	→	er	könnte	im	nächsten	Zug	sein;	und	es	hätte	so	eine	gute	Party	sein	können!	→	wenn	man	bedenkt,	dass	er	hätte	Arzt	werden	können	(mit	Verbaleinfluss)	→	können;	hören	Sie	mich?,	können	Sie	mich	hören?	(=
befehlsgewohnt)	→	kann	ich	Ihnen	helfen?	→	habe	ich	etwas	zu	sagen	(ausdrücklich	einlösend)	→	können;	sie	kann	sehr	nett	sein,	wenn	sie	will;	Sie	könnten	ihn	ja	mal	anrufen;	Sie	hätten	etwas	höflicher	sein	können;	das	hätten	Sie	mir	auch	sagen	können	(=	sich	auszudrücken)	→	können;	ich	hätte	sie	umbringen	können	(mit	Verbaleinfluss)	→
einmachen?	canned	foodstuffs	→	einmachen,	eindosen	können;	Klappe!	(inf)Collins	German	Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition	2005.	can	put	(especially	food)	into	cans,	usually	to	preserve	it.	a	factory	for	canning	raspberries.	blik	conservar	enlatar	naložit	eindosen	fylde	i	kande;	komme	på	dåse	консервирам	enlatar	konservna	fabrika
fábrica	de	enlatados	konservál	I	can	never	be	his	wife.	to	have	the	power	or	means	to.	can	be	preserved	indefinitely.	have	the	ability,	power,	or	skill	to.	Can	I	speak	to	you	for	a	moment?	kann	kann	kann	can	put	(especially	food)	into	cans,	usually	to	preserve	it.	a	factory	for	canning	raspberries.	blik	conservar	enlatar	nalojit	eindosen	fylde	i	kande;
komme	på	dåse	консервирам	enlatar	konservna	fabrika	fábrica	de	enlatados	konservál	can	,	a	container	for	food	and	drinks	as	well	as	trash	.	also	called	bucket	or	pail	.	it	is	used	to	keep	things	in	or	carry	liquids	.	there	are	many	kinds	of	cans	made	of	different	materials	like	metal	or	plastic	.	can	,	a	slang	word	that	means	the	butt	or	the	bathroom	.	it
also	refers	to	the	toilets	where	people	go	.	can	,	something	that	is	preserved	by	putting	it	in	a	can	.	this	is	often	done	with	food	and	drinks	.	the	meaning	of	can	has	changed	over	time	,	but	its	origin	dates	back	to	old	english	"	cunnan	"	which	meant	"	to	know	"	or	"	to	understand	"	.	today	,	the	word	can	be	used	to	show	ability	or	permission	.	for	example
,	my	trainer	says	I	can	win	the	race	if	I	really	work	hard	.	it	also	means	that	something	is	possible	or	likely	.	for	instance	,	he	can	speak	three	languages	fluently	.	can	but	and	cannot	but	are	old-fashioned	expressions	that	mean	there	is	no	other	choice	but	to	do	something	.	they	are	not	often	used	in	modern	language	.	can	1	and	may	1	are	sometimes
used	interchangeably	when	talking	about	possibility	,	but	their	meanings	are	slightly	different	.	"	can	"	means	ability	or	permission	,	while	"	may	"	means	probability	or	possibility	.	The	evacuation	amidst	flames	on	Jan.	7	resulted	in	residents	abandoning	their	cars	and	fleeing	on	foot,	prompting	emergency	responders	to	clear	the	road	with	bulldozers
so	they	could	enter	the	area.	The	forensic	scans	revealed	detailed	tattoos	that	were	not	visible	to	the	naked	eye.	Initially,	Ahkello	Witherspoon's	career	path	seemed	unimaginable,	but	he	was	now	approaching	his	ninth	season.	If	a	police	officer	adheres	to	discipline	protocols,	employees	can	subsequently	appeal	the	decision	to	the	State	Personnel
Board.	Recently,	Ms	Bruce	discussed	the	administration's	vision	for	future	governance	in	Gaza	beyond	its	prohibition	of	Hamas.
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