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There	are	as	many	IEP	goals	as	there	are	students.	But	the	longer	you	teach	special	education,	the	more	youll	find	yourself	searching	for	just	the	right	reading	comprehension	goal	for	a	student	who	struggles	with	executive	functions,	or	a	student	who	needs	to	focus	on	writing.	Thats	where	an	IEP	goal	bank,	also	known	as	a	goal	database,	comes	in.
Below	youll	find	a	list	of	more	than	170	sample	IEP	goals	covering	a	variety	of	focus	areas.	Plus,	be	sure	to	fill	out	the	form	on	this	page	to	get	access	to	a	free,	editable	Google	Doc	version	of	the	goal	bank	along	with	a	bundle	of	free	editable	goal-tracking	sheets.	The	bundle	includes	daily	and	weekly	goal-tracking	sheets,	as	well	as	trial	tracking	and
progress	tracking	sheets	for	data	collection.	We	Are	Teachers	Jump	to:	There	is	an	art	to	writing	IEP	goals.	Typically,	start	with	creating	SMART	goals:	Specific	Measurable	Achievable	Relevant	Time-bound	This	means	that	the	goal	a	student	is	working	on	aligns	with	what	they	need	to	do	in	real	life,	whether	real	life	is	their	grade-level	classroom	or
the	community.	And	we	know	if	the	goal	is	successful	because	its	measurable,	within	a	reasonable	amount	of	time.	So,	to	break	it	down:	Specific:	The	goal	should	state	exactly	what	the	student	will	be	able	to	do.	Measurable:	The	students	progress	can	be	measured	using	a	checklist,	assessment,	observations,	or	another	way.	How	the	goal	will	be
measured	should	be	clear.	Achievable:	The	goal	either	builds	on	a	skill	the	student	can	already	do,	or	presents	a	skill	that	the	child	has	the	prerequisite	knowledge	and	skills	to	start.	Relevant:	The	goal	is	important	for	the	students	short-	and	long-term	success.	Time-bound:	The	goal	can	be	accomplished	within	the	life	of	the	IEP	(typically	one	school
year).	Strong	IEP	Goal	Examples:	Given	a	story	at	their	reading	level,	Sarah	will	answer	five	literal	questions	about	what	happened	in	the	story.	During	reading	discussion,	Josh	will	use	complete	sentences	to	speak	to	classmates	about	a	read	text.	Weak	IEP	Goal	Examples:	Sarah	will	understand	stories.	Josh	will	use	complete	sentences	throughout	the
day.	Here	are	more	tips	for	choosing	and	writing	strong	IEP	goals:	Start	with	observable,	measurable	objectives.	A	goal	is	observable	and	measurable	if	it	is	concretely	written	and	can	be	quantified.	Think:	if	someone	who	didnt	know	this	child	read	the	goal,	would	they	know	how	to	measure	it?	Think	about	the	context.	Different	contexts	require
different	behaviors,	especially	regarding	communication	and	behavior	goals.	For	example:	During	discussion,	Jake	will	engage	in	three	back-and-forth	exchanges	with	a	peer.	This	goal	would	be	important	in	reading	class,	but	not	as	much	in	math.	Use	positive	language.	Focus	on	what	the	student	can	do,	and	build	from	there.	This	is	particularly
important	related	to	behavior.	Rather	than	detailing	what	a	student	will	not	do,	focus	on	what	they	will	be	taught	to	do.	Less	is	more.	Students	can	only	accomplish	so	many	goals	in	a	year,	so	make	sure	the	student	has	a	number	of	goals	that	reflect	their	areas	of	need	and	are	appropriate	for	the	amount	of	time	they	receive	support.	A	lot	of	thought
goes	into	each	IEP	goal,	so	here	are	170+	sample	IEP	goals	that	every	special	education	teacher	should	have	in	their	bank.	Many	students	with	IEPs	require	foundational	reading	skills	that	focus	on	phonemic	awareness,	phonics,	and	fluency.	When	crafting	foundational	reading	goals,	consider	where	the	student	is	starting.	For	example,	if	they	can
already	read	CVC	words,	a	next	step	would	be	to	read	CVCE	and	long	vowel	patterns,	not	multisyllabic	words.	Use	these	goals	to	advance	students	foundational	reading	skills	in	a	systematic	way.	By	[DATE],	given	a	word	with	[NUMBER]	sounds,	[STUDENT]	will	[BLEND	OR	SEGMENT]	the	sounds	orally	to	[PRODUCE	OR	SEGMENT]	the	word.	Given
[NUMBER]	pairs	of	words,	[STUDENT]	will	identify	if	they	rhyme	or	not	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy.	By	[DATE],	given	a	list	of	[NUMBER]	words	with	[PHONICS	PATTERN],	[STUDENT]	will	segment	and	blend	the	sounds	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	correctly	decode	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	given	words	with	[PHONICS
PATTERN].	[STUDENT]	will	read	[PHONICS	PATTERN]	correctly	in	text	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy.	[STUDENT]	will	apply	decoding	strategies	to	sound	out	unfamiliar	words	in	[PERCENT]	of	opportunities.	Given	a	grade-level	passage,	[STUDENT]	will	read	[NUMBER]	words	per	minute	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	by	[DATE].	Given	a	grade-level
passage,	[STUDENT]	will	read	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	by	[DATE].	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	demonstrate	appropriate	expression	and	intonation	when	reading	aloud	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	trials.	Vocabulary	instruction	is	important	for	kids	as	they	build	the	language	skills	necessary	to	understand	text.	Incorporate	these	vocabulary	goals	to
support	students	oral	language	and	reading	comprehension.	[STUDENT]	will	increase	their	sight	word	vocabulary	from	[CURRENT	NUMBER]	to	[TARGET	NUMBERS]	by	[DATE].	[STUDENT]	will	use	context	clues	to	determine	the	meaning	of	an	unfamiliar	word	in	text	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy.	[STUDENT]	will	apply	a	vocabulary	strategy	to	define
and	use	an	unfamiliar	word	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	trials.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	expand	their	receptive	and	expressive	vocabulary	by	learning	and	correctly	using	at	least	50	new	grade-appropriate	words	in	written	and	oral	communication.	Reading	comprehension	is	a	skill	that	many	students	struggle	with	it.	Choose	a	goal	that	helps
students	reach	the	next	level	of	reading	comprehension	so	they	can	understand	and	enjoy	what	they	read.	When	given	a	story	at	their	reading	level,	[STUDENT]	will	use	a	storyboard	or	story	map	to	outline	the	storys	main	elements.	When	given	a	nonfiction	text	at	their	reading	level,	[STUDENT]	will	select	and	use	the	appropriate	graphic	organizer	to
identify	key	information.	When	given	a	paragraph	at	their	reading	level,	[STUDENT]	will	apply	the	RAP	strategy	(Reading	a	single	paragraph,	Asking	oneself	to	define	the	main	idea	and	supporting	details,	Putting	the	information	into	the	readers	language).	When	given	a	paragraph	at	their	reading	level,	[STUDENT]	will	apply	QAR	(question-and-
answer	relationship)	strategy	to	answer	questions.	When	given	a	passage	at	their	reading	level,	[STUDENT]	will	use	an	outline	strategy	to	summarize	the	content	or	retell	the	story.	When	given	a	text	at	their	reading	level,	[STUDENT]	will	read	and	demonstrate	literal	knowledge	by	answering	five	literal	questions.	[STUDENT]	will	demonstrate
understanding	of	text	using	total	communication	(AAC	devices,	PECS,	verbalization,	sign	language)	to	answer	five	literal	questions	about	the	text.	When	presented	with	a	passage	at	their	reading	level,	[STUDENT]	will	use	context	clues	to	identify	the	meaning	of	unknown	words.	When	given	a	passage	at	their	instructional	level,	[STUDENT]	will	make
a	prediction	and	read	to	confirm	or	adjust	their	prediction	with	information	from	the	text.	When	given	a	text	at	their	reading	level,	[STUDENT]	will	identify	the	main	idea	and	two	supporting	details.	When	[STUDENT]	is	given	pictures	and	word	cards,	they	will	match	15	new	functional	vocabulary	words	with	pictures.	Given	a	sentence,	[STUDENT]	will
combine	background	knowledge	with	information	from	the	text	to	infer	the	authors	meaning.	Given	a	passage	at	their	reading	level,	[STUDENT]	will	answer	five	inferential	questions.	After	reading	a	passage	with	visual	supports	(e.g.,	highlighting),	[STUDENT]	will	answer	literal	questions	with	minimal	assistance.	After	reading	a	passage	at	their
reading	level,	[STUDENT]	will	identify	the	authors	purpose	for	writing.	Given	a	list	of	authors	purposes	and	a	text,	[STUDENT]	will	select	the	correct	authors	purpose	for	writing.	Students	may	be	working	on	numeracy	or	word	problems.	Whatever	their	focus,	choose	a	math	goal	that	helps	them	progress.	[STUDENT]	will	identify	a	one-	or	two-digit
number	(verbally,	pointing,	written).	[STUDENT]	will	rote-count	from	1	to	25	(or	higher).	[STUDENT]	will	skip-count	by	2,	3,	5,	10	to	50	(verbal	or	written).	When	given	up	to	10	objects,	[STUDENT]	will	count	and	state	how	many	objects	there	are	(verbally,	pointing).	Given	10	addition	problems,	[STUDENT]	will	independently	add	single-digit	numbers
with	(or	without)	regrouping.	[STUDENT]	will	independently	subtract	a	single-digit	number	from	a	double-digit	number	with	(or	without)	regrouping.	Given	10	subtraction	problems,	[STUDENT]	will	independently	subtract	double-digit	numbers	from	double-digit	numbers	with	(or	without)	regrouping.	[STUDENT]	will	independently	tell	time	to	the	half
hour	(or	quarter	hour,	etc.)	on	an	analog	clock	(verbal	or	written).	[STUDENT]	will	independently	identify	the	next	dollar	amount	when	given	a	price,	determine	how	much	is	needed	to	make	a	purchase,	and	count	out	the	necessary	amount	using	school	money.	Given	a	quarter,	dime,	nickel,	and	penny,	[STUDENT]	will	identify	the	coin	and	value.	Given
a	random	amount	of	coins	(all	one	type	or	mixed),	[STUDENT]	will	independently	count	the	coins.	When	given	a	mix	of	coins	and	dollar	bills,	[STUDENT]	will	independently	count	the	money.	When	given	two-digit	(or	three-	or	four-digit)	numbers,	[STUDENT]	will	round	to	the	nearest	tens	(or	hundreds	or	thousands).	Given	two	numbers	(pictures,
groups	of	items),	[STUDENT]	will	determine	which	number	is	greater	than/less	than/equal	to	by	selecting	or	drawing	the	appropriate	symbol.	Given	data	and	a	graph	(bar,	pie),	[STUDENT]	will	complete	the	graph	to	display	the	data.	Given	a	graph	(bar,	pie,	line),	[STUDENT]	will	answer	three	questions	about	the	data.	[STUDENT]	will	identify	the
numerator	and	denominator	in	a	fraction.	When	given	a	picture	of	a	shape	divided	into	parts,	[STUDENT]	will	color	the	correct	number	of	sections	to	represent	the	fraction	given.	When	given	five	addition	problems	with	fractions,	[STUDENT]	will	add	fractions	with	like	denominators.	[STUDENT]	will	solve	one-step	word	problems	using	addition	and
subtraction	(or	multiplication	and	division).	[STUDENT]	will	independently	solve	15	multiplication	facts	(up	to	9).	Given	a	fact-fluency	tracker,	[STUDENT]	will	track	mastery	of	multiplication	facts	up	to	12.	Given	a	problem-solving	checklist,	[STUDENT]	will	use	the	checklist	to	solve	a	one-step	or	two-step	word	problem.	Here	are	writing	IEP	goals	for
organization,	fluency,	and	editing.	Given	a	topic,	[STUDENT]	will	write	a	sentence	that	accurately	addresses	the	topic.	Given	a	word	bank,	[STUDENT]	will	select	the	appropriate	words	to	complete	a	sentence	or	paragraph	about	a	topic.	[STUDENT]	will	use	a	keyword	outline	to	write	a	paragraph	with	at	least	[number	of]	sentences,	including	an
introduction/topic	sentence	and	conclusion	sentence.	When	given	a	writing	assignment	in	the	general	or	special	education	setting,	[STUDENT]	will	apply	the	use	of	an	editing	checklist	that	includes	prompts	for	grammar,	punctuation,	capitalization,	and	full	sentences	to	review	and	revise	a	paragraph.	[STUDENT]	will	dictate	a	response	to	a	question
and	use	talk-to-text	to	communicate	at	least	three	sentences	about	a	topic.	[STUDENT]	will	write	a	three-paragraph	essay	about	a	topic	that	includes	a	clear	introductory	sentence,	main	idea,	supporting	details,	and	conclusion.	[STUDENT]	will	select	and	use	the	appropriate	graphic	organizers	to	organize	ideas	in	response	to	a	writing	topic.	When
given	a	paragraph	to	revise,	[STUDENT]	will	edit	their	writing	to	organize	sentences	into	paragraphs.	When	given	a	paragraph	to	revise,	[STUDENT]	will	add	transitional	words	and	phrases	to	connect	ideas	in	sentences	(or	paragraphs).	When	given	a	prompt,	[STUDENT]	will	maintain	writing	for	[amount	of	time]	as	measured	by	observation	and
student	writing	output.	Everything	we	see	in	school	is	behavior,	from	working	to	engaging	in	class	to	maintaining	self-control	and	managing	emotions.	If	a	student	has	an	IEP	for	ADHD,	an	emotional	disability,	autism,	or	other	categories,	they	may	be	working	on	behavior	goals	to	improve	their	ability	to	succeed	in	school.	Given	a	self-monitoring
checklist,	[STUDENT]	will	demonstrate	self-regulation	during	[#	of	sessions]	across	[#	of	months].	Given	a	task	and	verbal	(written,	picture)	instructions,	[STUDENT]	will	begin	the	task	within	[#	of	minutes].	Given	a	token	board,	[STUDENT]	will	follow	class	rules	to	earn	[#	of	tokens]	for	each	30-minute	period	in	special	and	general	education
settings.	Given	a	self-regulation	strategy	(e.g.,	zones	of	regulation),	[STUDENT]	will	identify	when	they	are	moving	from	green	to	red,	and	apply	a	self-regulation	strategy	to	maintain	their	self-regulation.	Given	support	and	a	visual	model,	[STUDENT]	will	implement	an	organizational	system	for	their	locker/desk/backpack/binder.	Given	a	multi-step
assignment,	[STUDENT]	will	break	the	task	into	parts	and	organize	the	task	on	paper	including	steps,	materials,	and	time	frame.	Given	scripts	and	reminders,	[STUDENT]	will	manage	frustration	and	disruptions	to	their	routine	during	classroom	activities.	Given	a	social	story,	[STUDENT]	will	be	able	to	adjust	to	new	routines	and	procedures	in	the
classroom.	By	the	end	of	the	IEP,	[STUDENT]	will	manage	conflicts,	independent	of	teacher	support,	4	out	of	5	occurrences	over	a	_____	time	period.	Given	a	work	assignment,	[STUDENT]	will	initiate	work	tasks	as	measured	by	observation	and	work	completion.	Given	a	work	assignment,	[STUDENT]	will	complete	work	tasks	as	measured	by
observation	and	work	completion.	Given	a	token	board	and	visual	or	rules,	[STUDENT]	will	follow	rules	and	earn	tokens	throughout	the	total	school	environment.	Social	skills	may	not	seem	academic,	but	how	students	engage	with	others	can	be	an	important	outcome	for	students	who	have	deficits	in	this	area.	Here	are	goals	that	can	support	their
progression	in	forming	relationships	with	peers	and	adults.	During	unstructured	class	time,	[STUDENT]	will	engage	in	respectful	conversation	with	peers	(maintain	personal	space,	use	respectful	voice).	During	unstructured	class	time	or	play	time	(e.g.,	recess),	[STUDENT]	will	engage	with	peers	(participate,	share,	follow	rules,	take	turns)	for	>	10
minutes	with	minimal	adult	prompting.	When	given	an	example	of	a	social	conflict,	[STUDENT]	will	identify	the	problem	and	brainstorm	[#	of	possible	solutions].	During	a	preferred	activity,	[STUDENT]	will	invite	a	peer	to	join	in	during	recess.	During	a	preferred	activity,	[STUDENT]	will	engage	in	appropriate	conversation	(ask	appropriate
questions,	respond	to	questions,	take	turns)	for	>	five	turns.	When	frustrated	or	involved	in	a	conflict,	[STUDENT]	will	resolve	the	conflict	without	aggression	but	will	apply	a	problem-solving	strategy	(walk	away,	tell	a	teacher).	[STUDENT]	will	demonstrate	five	back-and-forth	exchanges	with	peers	during	structured	play	activities.	[STUDENT]	will
recognize	the	need	for	and	ask	to	take	a	break	when	feeling	overwhelmed.[STUDENT]	will	engage	in	appropriate	turn-taking	with	peers	in	classroom	discussion.	[STUDENT]	will	decrease	inappropriate	verbal	comments	to	once	per	day	(or	week)	or	less	as	measured	by	teacher	observation	and	behavior	checklist.	Given	a	pre-activity	checklist,
[STUDENT]	will	identify	one	peer	they	would	like	to	engage	with	and	how	they	are	going	to	engage	(e.g.,	ask	a	question,	invite	to	play).	Identifying	and	managing	feelings	is	another	important	school	outcome	for	students	who	have	deficits	in	this	area.	Here	are	goals	that	help	students	advance	in	social-emotional	skills.	[STUDENT]	will	work
cooperatively	with	peers	in	small-group	settings	(e.g.,	share	materials,	engage	in	conversation,	accept	others	ideas).	[STUDENT]	will	engage	in	cooperative	play	interactions	by	letting	others	make	changes	to	the	play	routine.	[STUDENT]	will	identify	appropriate	social	rules	and	expectations	for	various	social	situations.	[STUDENT]	will	refrain	from
interrupting	others.	[STUDENT]	will	identify	emotions	presented	in	picture	form.	When	prompted,	[STUDENT]	will	state	their	feeling	and	why	they	are	feeling	that	way.	[STUDENT]	will	engage	in	communication	with	others	by	asking	questions	when	provided	with	the	opportunity.	[STUDENT]	will	increase	or	maintain	conversation	about	a	preferred
or	non-preferred	topic.	Given	a	strategy	and	visual	prompts,	[STUDENT]	will	identify	the	signs	of	anxiety	and	apply	a	strategy	to	address	feelings	of	anxiety	in	real	and	simulated	situations.	Given	a	picture	scale,	[STUDENT]	will	identify	the	level	of	anxiety	they	are	feeling.	Executive	functioning	skills	are	skills	like	planning,	working	memory,	attention,
problem-solving,	mental	flexibility,	and	self-regulation	that	help	kids	be	successful	in	school.	Students	with	poor	executive	functioning	have	a	hard	time	with	time	management,	organization,	getting	started	with	or	finishing	work,	and	connecting	past	experiences	with	current	actions.	(Know	any	kids	like	this?)	Heres	a	list	of	goals	for	helping	students
with	executive	functioning.	Given	visual	cues,	[STUDENT]	will	implement	a	system	for	organizing	their	backpack	(locker,	binder).	Given	a	task	and	a	list	of	materials,	[STUDENT]	will	gather	the	needed	items	to	complete	the	task.	Given	an	assignment,	[STUDENT]	will	create	a	plan	(to-do	list,	flow	chart)	to	use	to	complete	the	assignment.	[STUDENT]
will	arrive	at	class	with	necessary	materials	(paper,	pen,	computer).	[STUDENT]	will	use	a	checklist	(visual	schedule)	to	independently	complete	classwork.	[STUDENT]	will	respond	appropriately	to	oral	commands.	[STUDENT]	will	ask	for	clarification	and	further	explanation	when	needed.	[STUDENT]	will	request	desired	objects	or	instructional
materials	and	equipment	using	[picture	prompts,	sign	language,	AAC	device,	etc.].	[STUDENT]	will	follow	activity	schedule	and	obey	rules	and	regulations	that	have	been	discussed	and	described	orally.	[STUDENT]	will	express	needs,	wants,	and	feelings	using	[picture	prompts,	sign	language,	verbalization,	etc.].	[STUDENT]	will	create	a	daily	visual
schedule	(or	checklist	or	to-do	list)	and	complete	it.	By	the	end	of	the	IEP,	[STUDENT]	will	demonstrate	the	ability	to	follow	multiple-step	directions	(two	or	three	steps)	with	minimal	(one	or	two)	adult	prompts.	By	the	end	of	the	IEP,	[STUDENT]	will	refer	to	their	checklist	for	task	completion	to	finish	assigned	work.	Self-advocacy	goals	are	for	skills
from	decision-making	to	goal	attainment,	asking	for	help,	and	speaking	up	for	yourself.	These	are	important	skills	that	students	need	to	develop,	especially	as	they	transition	into	independent	living,	college,	and	career.	[STUDENT]	will	effectively	communicate	their	needs	and	preferences	in	the	classroom	by	[raising	their	hand,	writing	a	note].
[STUDENT]	will	use	a	communication	notebook	to	write	questions	and	concerns	to	the	teacher	one	time	per	week.	[STUDENT]	will	identify	a	goal,	create	a	list	of	steps	to	achieve	the	goal,	and	work	through	the	steps.	Given	a	challenging	situation	to	solve,	[STUDENT]	will	define	the	problem	and	come	up	with	two	possible	solutions.	Given	a	task	that
involves	a	choice	(e.g.,	the	school	lunch	menu,	a	list	of	books),	[STUDENT]	will	select	between	the	options	available.	[STUDENT]	will	create	a	list	of	three	personal	strengths	and	three	areas	for	improvement.	[STUDENT]	will	actively	participate	in	the	development	of	their	IEP	goals	and	accommodations.	[STUDENT]	will	identify	one	IEP	goal	and	three
objectives	to	support	that	goal.	When	faced	with	an	academic	challenge,	[STUDENT]	will	seek	assistance	by	raising	their	hand	or	using	the	classroom	procedure	for	seeking	help.	[STUDENT]	will	advocate	for	accommodations	and/or	modifications	in	the	classroom	using	an	appropriate	time,	tone	of	voice,	and	language.	[STUDENT]	will	demonstrate
understanding	of	their	learning	preferences	using	a	checklist,	verbal	communication,	or	another	method	of	communication.	[STUDENT]	will	engage	in	positive	self-talk	daily	with	and	without	teacher	support.	By	the	end	of	the	IEP,	[STUDENT]	will	learn	and	apply	two	self-advocacy	strategies.	By	the	end	of	the	IEP,	[STUDENT]	will	demonstrate	the
ability	to	ask	for	help	when	needed.	By	the	end	of	the	IEP,	[STUDENT]	will	identify	and	communicate	two	environmental	requirements	(e.g.,	I	need	a	movement	break).	By	the	end	of	the	IEP,	[STUDENT]	will	engage	in	three	conferences	and/or	meetings	where	the	student	will	communicate	their	educational	needs.	[STUDENT]	will	explain	and
advocate	for	testing	accommodations	through	the	classroom	teacher,	testing	center,	school	counselor,	etc.	[STUDENT]	will	reflect	on	their	academic	progress	and	will	determine	which	accommodations	are	supporting	their	learning.	Occupational	therapists	work	on	all	kinds	of	goals	with	students	in	schools,	from	proper	positioning	to	handwriting	and
executive	functioning	across	the	school	day.	Use	these	goals	to	build	students	fine	motor	and	functional	skills.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	demonstrate	the	ability	to	use	a	tripod	grasp	to	write	legibly	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	attempts.	By	[DATE],	using	proper	grip,	[STUDENT]	will	cut	shapes	with	smooth	edges	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]
attempts.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	assemble	a	10-piece	puzzle	in	[TIME].	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	catch	a	ball	using	both	hands	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	attempts.	Throughout	the	year,	[STUDENT]	will	maintain	a	seated	position	during	story	time,	without	leaning	or	slouching,	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	attempts.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]
will	safely	navigate	classroom	transitions,	avoiding	physical	obstacles	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	attempts.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	copy	a	provided	sentence	with	[PERCENT]	letter	accuracy.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	reproduce	a	sequence	of	drawn	objects	in	the	correct	order.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	tie	their	shoes	in	less	than	3
minutes.	By	[DATE],	student	will	independently	open	their	lunch	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	sessions.	By	[DATE],	after	a	sensory	break,	[STUDENT]	will	return	to	class	and	rejoin	the	task	at	hand	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	attempts.	By	[DATE],	using	a	fidget,	[STUDENT]	will	remain	seated	during	instruction	for	[NUMBER]	continuous	minutes.
By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	use	a	planner	to	track	and	submit	[PERCENT]	of	assignments	on	time.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	initiate	and	complete	two-step	classroom	tasks	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	classroom	situations.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	ask	for	a	break	using	a	calm	voice	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	situations.	By	[DATE],
[STUDENT]	will	type	a	one-page	assignment	using	adaptive	software	with	fewer	than	five	errors.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	access	and	read	an	e-book	using	a	screen	reader,	completing	three	chapter	reviews	with	[PERCENT]	comprehension.	By	[DATE],	using	alternative	seating,	[STUDENT]	will	remain	on	task	for	20	minutes	in	[PERCENT]	of
classroom	activities.	In	a	quiet	zone,	[STUDENT]	will	complete	independent	tasks	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	attempts.	Using	adjusted	lighting,	[STUDENT]	will	read	and	answer	comprehension	questions	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy.	Speech	and	communication	goals	have	to	do	with	articulation,	language,	and	reading
comprehension.	Here	are	goals	for	articulation,	language,	and	reading	that	are	specifically	for	speech	therapy.	Many	students	are	in	speech	therapy	with	articulation	goals.	These	sample	IEP	goals	focus	on	articulation	skills.	[STUDENT]	will	provide	[SOUND]	in	the	[POSITION]	in	[WORDS/PHRASES/SENTENCES]	in	[PERCENT]	of	trials.	[STUDENT]
will	produce	[SOUND]	in	the	[INITIAL/MEDIAL/FINAL]	position	in	words	in	[PERCENT]	of	trials.	[STUDENT]	will	produce	[SOUND]	across	all	word	positions	in	connected	speech	in	[PERCENT]	trials.	[STUDENT]	will	imitate	vowel	sounds	in	[PERCENT]	opportunities	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	trials.	[STUDENT]	will	suppress	the	phonological
pattern	of	final	consonant	deletion	by	producing	consonants	in	the	final	position	in	[PERCENT]	of	opportunities	for	[TOTAL]	trials.	[STUDENT]	will	suppress	the	phonological	pattern	of	fronting	by	producing	velar	consonants	in	[PERCENT]	of	opportunities	for	[TOTAL]	trials.	[STUDENT]	will	produce	single	words	with	[PERCENT]	intelligibility	during
therapy	sessions	in	[PERCENT]	of	opportunities	for	[TOTAL]	trials.	[STUDENT]	will	produce	sentences	with	[PERCENT]	intelligibility	in	[PERCENT]	of	opportunities	for	[TOTAL]	trials.	[STUDENT]	will	produce	speech	during	structured	tasks	with	[PERCENT]	intelligibility	in	[PERCENT]	of	opportunities	for	[TOTAL]	trials.	[STUDENT]	will	produce
speech	during	spontaneous	communication	with	[PERCENT]	intelligibility	in	[PERCENT]	of	opportunities	for	[TOTAL]	trials.	[STUDENT]	will	speak	at	an	appropriate	rate	in	[PERCENT]	of	opportunities	for	[TOTAL]	trials.	[STUDENT]	will	speak	at	an	appropriate	volume	in	[PERCENT]	of	opportunities	for	[TOTAL]	trials.	Receptive	and	expressive
language	are	a	big	focus	of	speech	therapy.	Use	these	sample	IEP	goals	to	tackle	both.	Given	verbal	and	visual	prompts,	[STUDENT]	will	follow	novel	one-step	directions	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	trials.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	maintain	a	turn-taking	activity	for	at	least	three	turns	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	trials.	By
[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	make	a	choice	by	pointing,	signing,	or	imitating	a	word	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	trials.	By	[DATE],	given	verbal	and	visual	prompts,	[STUDENT]	will	use	signs/pictures/icons/speech	to	communicate	needs	and	wants	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	trials.	By	[DATE],	given	a	visual	and	verbal	prompt,
[STUDENT]	will	imitate	a	word	approximation,	sign,	or	activate	speech	to	make	a	request	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	trials.	Speech	therapy	is	about	reading	comprehension	too,	so	check	out	these	sample	IEP	goals	that	are	doable	within	a	speech	therapy	session.	By	[DATE],	[STUDENT]	will	expand	their	receptive	and	expressive	vocabulary	by
learning	and	correctly	using	at	least	50	new	grade-appropriate	words	in	written	and	oral	communication.	[STUDENT]	will	define	and	use	10	new	vocabulary	words	in	context	per	quarter.	[STUDENT]	will	identify	the	main	idea	of	a	grade-level	passage	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	across	[NUMBER]	of	trials.	Given	a	reading	passage,	[STUDENT]	will
highlight	at	least	three	supporting	details	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	opportunities.	[STUDENT]	will	sequence	key	events	from	a	story	in	correct	order	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	in[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	opportunities.	[STUDENT]	will	answer	literal	comprehension	questions	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	opportunities.
[STUDENT]	will	predict	story	outcomes	based	on	context	clues	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	opportunities.	Given	a	characters	actions,	[STUDENT]	will	infer	the	characters	emotions	or	motivations	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	opportunities.	[STUDENT]	will	analyze	cause-and-effect	relationships
in	a	passage	and	correctly	identify	at	least	two	cause-and-effect	connections	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	opportunities.	[STUDENT]	will	interpret	figurative	language	and	explain	its	meaning	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	opportunities.	[STUDENT]	will	compare	and	contrast	two	texts	on	the	same
topic,	identifying	at	least	three	key	differences	and	similarities	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	opportunities.	Given	an	informational	text,	[STUDENT]	will	distinguish	between	fact	and	opinion	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	opportunities.	Given	a	text,	[STUDENT]	will	evaluate	the	authors	purpose	and	provide	two	examples	of
supporting	evidence	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	opportunities.	Given	a	text,	[STUDENT]	will	summarize	key	points	in	their	own	words,	including	the	central	idea	and	essential	details,	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy	in	[NUMBER]	out	of	[TOTAL]	opportunities.	Use	these	sample	IEP	goals	for	students	who	use	AAC	devices.	The
goal	here	is	effective	communication	and	full	participation	in	school.	By	[DATE],	given	one	verbal	prompt,	[STUDENT]	will	use	core	vocabulary	words	to	meaningfully	engage	in	[ACTIVITY]	at	least	one	time	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy,	as	measured	through	observations,	[NUMBER]	times	per	grading	period.	By	[DATE],	during	structured	language
activities,	[STUDENT]	will	use	their	device	for	three	different	functions	(request,	repetition,	comment,	label,	refuse,	greet,	ask	question,	etc.)	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy,	as	measured	through	observations,	[NUMBER]	times	per	grading	period.	By	[DATE],	given	a	model,	[STUDENT]	will	use	their	device	to	interact	with	their	environment	(point,
gesture,	imitate,	etc.)	with	[PERCENT]	accuracy.	We	Are	Teachers	Just	fill	out	the	form	on	this	page	to	get	instant	access	to	an	editable	Google	Doc	with	all	the	goals	mentioned	above	as	well	as	a	bundle	of	four	printable	and	editable	goal-tracking	sheets.	Save	your	goal	bank	and	access	it	anytime	to	cut	and	paste	goals	into	your	IEP	software	and/or
into	the	editable	and	printable	goal-tracking	sheets	provided.	The	bundle	includes	daily	and	weekly	tracking	sheets,	as	well	as	trial	tracking	and	progress	tracking	sheets	for	data	collection.	IEP	goals	for	reading	play	a	crucial	role	in	supporting	students	with	individualized	education	plans	by	providing	structured,	measurable	objectives	that	guide	their
progress.	These	goals	are	designed	to	address	specific	reading	skills,	such	as	comprehension,	fluency,	decoding,	and	vocabulary	development.	By	tailoring	reading	instruction	to	a	students	unique	needs,	educators	can	create	a	more	effective	learning	experience	that	fosters	growth	and	confidence.Setting	measurable	IEP	goals	is	essential	for	tracking
student	progress	over	time.	When	goals	include	clear	criteria	for	success,	teachers,	parents,	and	clinicians	can	assess	whether	a	student	is	making	meaningful	improvements.	For	example,	instead	of	a	broad	goal	like	improve	reading	comprehension,	a	measurable	goal	might	state	that	a	student	will	correctly	answer	questions	about	key	details	in	a
grade-level	passage	with	80	percent	accuracy.	This	level	of	specificity	ensures	that	students	receive	targeted	interventions	and	that	educators	can	adjust	strategies	as	needed.In	addition	to	supporting	academic	achievement,	well-crafted	IEP	goals	for	reading	help	students	build	independence	in	their	literacy	skills.	As	they	work	toward	these	goals,
they	develop	the	ability	to	decode	words	more	efficiently,	understand	complex	texts,	and	apply	reading	strategies	across	different	subjects.	By	establishing	clear,	structured	objectives,	educators	can	help	students	become	more	confident	readers	who	are	better	prepared	for	future	learning.	Key	Components	of	Effective	IEP	Goals	for	ReadingIEP	goals
for	reading	should	be	carefully	designed	to	address	specific	skills	that	help	students	develop	strong	literacy	foundations.	By	focusing	on	key	areas	such	as	decoding,	fluency,	sight	word	recognition,	vocabulary	development,	and	comprehension,	educators	can	create	targeted	objectives	that	support	a	students	reading	progress.	Each	of	these
components	plays	a	vital	role	in	helping	students	become	more	confident	and	independent	readers.Decoding	IEP	Goals:	Supporting	Phonemic	Awareness	and	PhonicsOne	of	the	first	steps	in	reading	development	is	decoding.	Decoding	IEP	goals	focus	on	helping	students	break	down	words	into	smaller	parts,	making	it	easier	to	recognize	and
pronounce	them.	This	process	relies	on	phonemic	awareness,	which	involves	identifying	and	manipulating	sounds	in	words,	as	well	as	phonics,	which	connects	these	sounds	to	written	letters.For	students	who	struggle	with	decoding,	IEP	goals	might	include	recognizing	letter-sound	relationships,	blending	sounds	to	form	words,	or	using	syllable
patterns	to	read	unfamiliar	words.	When	students	develop	strong	decoding	skills,	they	can	read	more	efficiently	and	with	greater	confidence.Reading	Fluency	IEP	Goals:	Enhancing	Speed,	Accuracy,	and	ExpressionOnce	students	begin	to	recognize	words,	reading	fluency	becomes	an	important	focus.	Reading	fluency	IEP	goals	aim	to	improve	the
speed,	accuracy,	and	expression	with	which	a	student	reads.	Fluency	is	essential	because	it	allows	students	to	shift	their	focus	from	decoding	individual	words	to	understanding	the	meaning	of	a	text.A	fluency-related	goal	might	state	that	a	student	will	read	a	grade-level	passage	aloud	at	a	rate	of	100	words	per	minute	with	95	percent	accuracy.	By
practicing	fluency	skills,	students	can	read	with	better	rhythm	and	intonation,	making	the	reading	experience	more	engaging	and	meaningful.Sight	Word	Recognition	IEP	Goals:	Building	Automatic	Word	RecognitionAnother	crucial	element	in	reading	development	is	sight	word	recognition.	Sight	word	recognition	IEP	goals	help	students	build
automaticity	with	commonly	used	words	that	do	not	always	follow	standard	phonetic	rules.	When	students	can	quickly	recognize	high-frequency	words	like	the,	said,	and	because,	they	can	read	with	greater	ease.A	measurable	goal	in	this	area	might	involve	identifying	and	reading	a	specific	number	of	sight	words	within	a	set	timeframe.	Developing
this	skill	reduces	frustration	and	allows	students	to	focus	more	on	comprehension.Vocabulary	Development	IEP	Goals:	Expanding	Word	Knowledge	and	UsageIn	addition	to	recognizing	words,	students	need	to	expand	their	vocabulary.	Vocabulary	development	IEP	goals	focus	on	increasing	a	students	understanding	of	word	meanings	and	usage.	A
strong	vocabulary	supports	comprehension	by	helping	students	grasp	the	meaning	of	unfamiliar	words	in	context.Goals	in	this	area	might	include	learning	new	words	through	direct	instruction,	using	context	clues	to	determine	word	meaning,	or	applying	newly	learned	words	in	sentences.	The	more	words	a	student	understands,	the	better	equipped
they	are	to	engage	with	a	variety	of	texts.IEP	Goals	for	Reading	Comprehension:	Strengthening	Understanding	and	Critical	ThinkingFinally,	all	of	these	skills	contribute	to	reading	comprehension.	IEP	goals	for	reading	comprehension	help	students	strengthen	their	ability	to	understand	and	interpret	texts.	Comprehension	involves	more	than	just
recognizing	words;	it	requires	students	to	analyze	information,	make	connections,	and	draw	conclusions.A	well-structured	goal	might	focus	on	answering	questions	about	key	details,	summarizing	a	passage,	or	identifying	the	main	idea	and	supporting	details.	As	students	improve	their	comprehension	skills,	they	become	more	capable	of	reading	for
meaning	across	different	subjects.By	addressing	each	of	these	key	components,	IEP	goals	for	reading	provide	a	structured	approach	to	literacy	development.	When	students	receive	targeted	support	in	decoding,	fluency,	sight	word	recognition,	vocabulary,	and	comprehension,	they	are	better	prepared	to	navigate	the	challenges	of	reading	with
confidence	and	success.	Creating	Measurable	and	SMART	IEP	GoalsWhen	developing	IEP	goals	for	reading,	it	is	essential	to	make	them	measurable	and	structured	in	a	way	that	allows	students,	educators,	and	parents	to	track	progress	effectively.	One	of	the	most	effective	ways	to	ensure	clarity	and	accountability	is	by	using	the	SMART	goal
framework.	SMART	IEP	goals	for	writing	and	reading	are	specific,	measurable,	achievable,	relevant,	and	time-bound.	This	approach	helps	create	meaningful	objectives	that	directly	support	student	growth.Defining	SMART	IEP	Goals	for	Writing	and	ReadingA	well-crafted	IEP	goal	should	be	specific,	meaning	it	clearly	defines	the	skill	the	student	is
working	on.	Instead	of	a	vague	goal	like	improve	reading	comprehension,	a	more	effective	goal	would	be	identify	the	main	idea	and	two	supporting	details	in	a	grade-level	passage	with	80	percent	accuracy.	The	second	example	provides	clarity	on	what	skill	is	being	targeted.IEP	goals	should	also	be	measurable,	allowing	educators	to	assess	progress.
Measurability	ensures	that	teachers	can	track	whether	a	student	is	meeting	expectations.	For	example,	a	measurable	goal	might	state	that	a	student	will	read	a	passage	at	100	words	per	minute	with	95	percent	accuracy,	rather	than	simply	saying	increase	reading	fluency.To	be	effective,	goals	must	also	be	achievable	and	appropriately	challenging	for
the	student.	Setting	goals	that	are	too	difficult	can	be	discouraging,	while	goals	that	are	too	easy	do	not	promote	real	progress.	Achievability	considers	a	students	current	reading	level	and	gradually	builds	on	their	abilities.Additionally,	goals	should	be	relevant	to	the	students	educational	needs.	This	means	focusing	on	reading	skills	that	directly
impact	their	ability	to	succeed	in	school	and	in	daily	life.	A	student	struggling	with	decoding	would	benefit	from	a	goal	addressing	phonics	and	sound	blending	rather	than	one	focused	solely	on	comprehension	strategies.Lastly,	all	IEP	goals	for	reading	should	be	time-bound,	meaning	they	include	a	specific	timeframe	for	completion.	Instead	of	saying
improve	reading	fluency,	a	stronger	goal	would	specify	that	by	the	end	of	the	second	grading	period,	the	student	will	read	a	grade-level	passage	aloud	at	90	words	per	minute	with	90	percent	accuracy.	Adding	a	deadline	creates	accountability	and	ensures	regular	monitoring	of	progress.Examples	of	Measurable	IEP	Goals	for	Reading	Across	Grade
LevelsIEP	goals	should	be	adapted	to	fit	the	needs	of	students	at	different	grade	levels.	Younger	students	might	focus	more	on	foundational	reading	skills,	while	older	students	work	on	comprehension	and	analysis.	Below	are	examples	of	measurable	IEP	goals	for	reading	at	different	stages:Kindergarten:	By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will
correctly	identify	and	name	all	uppercase	and	lowercase	letters	with	90	percent	accuracy.Elementary:	Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	read	a	list	of	50	high-frequency	sight	words	with	95	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	trials.Middle	School:	By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	read	a	grade-level	passage	aloud	at	110	words	per	minute
with	95	percent	accuracy.High	School:	By	the	end	of	the	academic	year,	the	student	will	analyze	a	non-fiction	article	and	summarize	the	main	idea	and	three	key	points	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	attempts.These	goals	provide	clear	expectations	and	allow	teachers	to	track	progress	while	adjusting	instruction	as	needed.Progress
Monitoring	IEP	Goals	Tracking	Student	ImprovementsSetting	well-defined	goals	is	only	the	first	step.	To	ensure	that	students	are	making	steady	progress,	regular	monitoring	is	necessary.	Progress	monitoring	IEP	goals	help	educators	and	support	staff	assess	whether	interventions	and	teaching	strategies	are	effective.Tracking	progress	can	be	done
in	multiple	ways.	Teachers	might	use	fluency	checks,	comprehension	quizzes,	informal	reading	inventories,	or	teacher	observations.	For	instance,	if	a	student	is	working	on	decoding,	the	teacher	might	assess	progress	by	having	the	student	read	a	list	of	decodable	words	at	the	beginning,	middle,	and	end	of	the	quarter.	If	a	student	is	working	on
comprehension,	teachers	might	use	graphic	organizers	or	oral	discussions	to	measure	understanding.Another	key	part	of	progress	monitoring	is	making	adjustments	when	necessary.	If	a	student	is	not	meeting	their	goal	within	the	expected	timeframe,	educators	may	need	to	modify	instruction,	provide	additional	support,	or	break	the	goal	into	smaller
steps.	On	the	other	hand,	if	a	student	meets	their	goal	earlier	than	expected,	the	goal	can	be	adjusted	to	continue	challenging	their	skills.By	setting	SMART	IEP	goals	for	writing	and	reading	and	consistently	monitoring	progress,	students	receive	the	individualized	support	they	need	to	become	stronger	readers.	Well-designed	goals	help	create	a
structured	path	for	improvement,	making	literacy	more	accessible	and	achievable	for	all	learners.	Grade-Level	Specific	IEP	Goals	for	ReadingIEP	goals	for	reading	should	be	tailored	to	meet	the	needs	of	students	at	different	developmental	stages.	While	younger	students	focus	on	foundational	reading	skills,	older	students	work	toward	more	advanced
literacy	concepts.	Below	are	20	measurable	IEP	goals	for	each	school	level,	focusing	on	essential	reading	skills.Kindergarten	SMART	IEP	Goals	for	ReadingFocusing	on	letter	recognition,	phonics,	and	early	comprehension.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	identify	and	name	all	uppercase	and	lowercase	letters	with	90	percent	accuracy	in
three	out	of	four	trials.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	match	all	uppercase	and	lowercase	letters	to	their	corresponding	sounds	in	8	out	of	10	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	blend	three-letter	CVC	words	(e.g.,	cat,	dog,	sun)	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	opportunities.By	the	end	of	the	quarter,	the	student	will
identify	beginning	sounds	in	spoken	words	with	90	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	identify	ending	sounds	in	spoken	words	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	read	20	high-frequency	sight	words	correctly	in	three	out	of	four	trials.By	the	end
of	the	semester,	the	student	will	track	words	from	left	to	right	while	reading	aloud	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.In	10	weeks,	the	student	will	recognize	and	produce	rhyming	words	in	8	out	of	10	opportunities.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	follow	a	simple	one-step	direction	after	listening	to	a	short	story	with	80	percent	accuracy.Within
12	weeks,	the	student	will	answer	who,	what,	and	where	questions	after	listening	to	a	story	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	trials.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	retell	a	familiar	story	using	pictures	or	prompts	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.Within	8	weeks,	the	student	will	identify	the	front	cover,
back	cover,	and	title	page	of	a	book	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	determine	if	a	book	is	fiction	or	nonfiction	in	three	out	of	four	opportunities.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	recognize	and	read	their	first	and	last	name	in	print	with	90	percent	accuracy.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	identify
words	that	have	the	same	beginning	sound	as	a	given	word	in	8	out	of	10	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	track	words	from	left	to	right	while	following	along	in	a	book	in	80	percent	of	trials.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	recognize	when	a	sentence	begins	with	a	capital	letter	and	ends	with	punctuation	in	three	out	of	four
trials.Within	9	weeks,	the	student	will	read	simple	consonant-vowel-consonant	words	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	predict	what	happens	next	in	a	familiar	story	with	80	percent	accuracy.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	describe	the	setting	or	main	character	of	a	story	in	two	out	of
three	attempts.Primary	Elementary	SMART	IEP	Goals	for	Reading	(Grades	1	and	2)Focusing	on	foundational	skills,	fluency,	vocabulary,	and	early	comprehension.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	correctly	identify	all	uppercase	and	lowercase	letters	and	match	them	to	their	corresponding	sounds	with	90	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five
trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	read	a	list	of	50	high-frequency	sight	words	with	95	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	trials.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	blend	consonant-vowel-consonant	(CVC)	words	and	read	them	aloud	with	90	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	use	decoding
strategies	to	read	unfamiliar	words	with	85	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	attempts.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	read	a	grade-level	passage	at	50	words	per	minute	with	90	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	track	words	from	left	to	right	while	reading	simple	sentences	with	90
percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	opportunities.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	answer	who,	what,	where,	and	when	questions	about	a	short	story	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	retell	a	familiar	story	using	beginning,	middle,	and	end	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four
attempts.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	identify	the	main	idea	of	a	short	passage	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	identify	and	produce	rhyming	words	in	8	out	of	10	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	read	and	follow	simple	one-step	written	directions	with	90	percent
accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	trials.Within	9	weeks,	the	student	will	use	context	clues	to	determine	the	meaning	of	an	unfamiliar	word	in	a	sentence	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	identify	and	correctly	use	common	sight	words	in	complete	sentences	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	12
weeks,	the	student	will	identify	whether	a	story	is	fiction	or	nonfiction	with	90	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	attempts.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	use	illustrations	to	support	comprehension	of	a	text	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	recognize	common	prefixes	(e.g.,	un-,	re-,	pre-
)	and	suffixes	(e.g.,	-ing,	-ed)	and	determine	their	meaning	in	four	out	of	five	opportunities.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	make	and	confirm	predictions	about	a	story	using	text	and	illustrations	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	identify	characters,	settings,	and	major	events	in	a	story
with	90	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	answer	comprehension	questions	about	a	story	read	aloud	with	90	percent	accuracy.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	read	and	interpret	a	bar	graph	or	chart	in	an	informational	text	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	trials.Intermediate
Elementary	SMART	IEP	Goals	for	Reading	(Grades	3,	4,	and	5)Focusing	on	fluency,	vocabulary,	comprehension,	and	critical	thinking.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	read	a	grade-level	passage	at	80	words	per	minute	with	95	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	identify	the	main	idea	and	at	least	two
supporting	details	in	a	grade-level	passage	with	85	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	read	a	list	of	100	high-frequency	sight	words	with	95	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	answer	inferential	questions	about	a	fiction	or	nonfiction	text	with	80	percent
accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	summarize	a	short	story	or	nonfiction	passage	in	their	own	words	with	85	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.Within	9	weeks,	the	student	will	determine	the	meaning	of	an	unfamiliar	word	using	context	clues	in	a	sentence	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of
five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	compare	and	contrast	two	characters,	settings,	or	events	in	a	text	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	explain	how	illustrations	and	text	work	together	to	convey	meaning	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will
read	a	passage	aloud	with	appropriate	expression	and	intonation	in	four	out	of	five	opportunities.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	use	a	dictionary	or	glossary	to	determine	the	meaning	of	an	unknown	word	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	identify	cause-and-effect	relationships	in	a	story	or	article	with	85	percent
accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	attempts.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	compare	and	contrast	different	versions	of	the	same	story	or	topic	across	different	genres	with	80	percent	accuracy.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	explain	how	an	authors	purpose	influences	a	text	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	identify
and	explain	the	meaning	of	common	idioms,	similes,	and	metaphors	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	determine	the	theme	of	a	story	and	provide	at	least	two	supporting	details	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	use	evidence	from	a	text	to
support	an	opinion	or	argument	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	read	and	interpret	data	from	tables,	charts,	and	graphs	in	informational	texts	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	differentiate	between	fact	and	opinion	in	a	nonfiction	passage	with	85	percent
accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	analyze	the	structure	of	a	nonfiction	text	and	explain	how	it	helps	convey	meaning	with	80	percent	accuracy.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	write	a	summary	of	an	informational	text	that	includes	the	main	idea	and	key	details	with	85	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five
trials.Middle	School	SMART	IEP	Goals	for	ReadingFocusing	on	advanced	comprehension,	critical	thinking,	and	analysis	skills.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	read	a	grade-level	passage	at	120	words	per	minute	with	95	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	determine	the	theme	of	a	short	story	and
provide	two	supporting	details	with	80	percent	accuracy.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	identify	the	tone	and	mood	of	a	passage	using	textual	evidence	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	analyze	the	impact	of	figurative	language	(e.g.,	similes,	metaphors,	personification)	on	meaning	with	80	percent
accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	attempts.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	summarize	an	article	using	key	points	in	three	out	of	four	trials.Within	9	weeks,	the	student	will	identify	and	explain	the	authors	purpose	in	a	nonfiction	passage	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	compare	and
contrast	the	perspectives	of	two	different	authors	writing	about	the	same	topic	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	attempts.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	make	predictions	about	a	text	and	justify	them	using	textual	evidence	in	three	out	of	four	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	identify	and	explain	the	use	of
persuasive	techniques	in	an	argumentative	text	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	read	and	interpret	data	from	charts,	graphs,	and	informational	texts	with	80	percent	accuracy.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	use	context	clues	to	determine	the	meaning	of	unfamiliar	academic	vocabulary	in	three	out	of	four
attempts.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	determine	cause-and-effect	relationships	in	a	nonfiction	text	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	analyze	the	relationships	between	characters	in	a	novel	using	textual	evidence	with	80	percent	accuracy.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	explain	how
the	structure	of	a	text	affects	its	meaning	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	identify	and	explain	irony	in	a	short	story	or	novel	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	evaluate	the	reliability	and	credibility	of	sources	when	conducting	research	in	four	out	of	five
trials.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	identify	bias	in	a	nonfiction	article	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.Within	9	weeks,	the	student	will	analyze	a	poem	for	meaning,	structure,	and	literary	devices	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	read	and	summarize	a
primary	source	document	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	use	textual	evidence	to	support	an	argument	in	a	short	analytical	essay	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.High	School	SMART	IEP	Goals	for	ReadingFocusing	on	analyzing	complex	texts,	critical	thinking,	and	academic
reading	skills.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	read	a	grade-level	passage	at	150	words	per	minute	with	95	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	analyze	an	authors	argument	and	evaluate	the	effectiveness	of	their	evidence	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will
identify	and	interpret	symbolism	in	a	novel	with	80	percent	accuracy.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	determine	an	authors	perspective	and	explain	how	it	influences	the	text	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	use	textual	evidence	to	support	an	argument	in	a	literary	analysis	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	9
weeks,	the	student	will	evaluate	the	reliability	and	credibility	of	sources	in	research	projects	with	90	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	identify	and	explain	the	use	of	rhetorical	devices	(e.g.,	ethos,	pathos,	logos)	in	an	argumentative	speech	with	80	percent	accuracy.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will
compare	and	contrast	themes	across	two	literary	works	with	80	percent	accuracy.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	summarize	a	newspaper	or	academic	article,	highlighting	key	details	with	90	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	analyze	a	historical	text	and	explain	how	context	influences	the
authors	argument	in	three	out	of	four	trials.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	identify	logical	fallacies	in	argumentative	writing	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	read	and	annotate	a	complex	text,	identifying	key	ideas	and	supporting	details	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four
attempts.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	determine	the	meaning	of	domain-specific	vocabulary	in	a	science	or	social	studies	text	with	80	percent	accuracy.Within	9	weeks,	the	student	will	analyze	how	an	author	develops	a	characters	motivations	and	relationships	throughout	a	novel	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four
attempts.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	evaluate	an	authors	claim	in	an	argumentative	essay	and	determine	whether	the	evidence	provided	is	sufficient	and	relevant	with	90	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	read	and	analyze	multiple	perspectives	on	a	controversial	issue,	identifying	key
arguments	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	explain	how	cultural	influences	shape	a	piece	of	literature	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	write	a	well-supported	response	to	a	literature-based	essay	prompt	using	textual	evidence	in	three	out	of	four
attempts.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	identify	and	analyze	satire	in	literature	and	explain	its	purpose	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	read	and	interpret	a	Supreme	Court	opinion,	summarizing	the	main	arguments	and	decisions	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	attempts.
Supporting	Diverse	Learners	in	ReadingEvery	student	learns	at	their	own	pace,	and	for	some,	reading	presents	unique	challenges	that	require	targeted	support.	Students	with	dyslexia,	ADHD,	and	other	learning	disabilities	often	need	specialized	strategies	and	individualized	goals	to	help	them	develop	strong	literacy	skills.	By	creating	IEP	goals	for
reading	that	address	these	diverse	learning	needs,	educators	can	provide	structured,	measurable	interventions	that	support	student	success.IEP	Goals	for	Dyslexia	Addressing	Decoding	and	Fluency	ChallengesDyslexia	is	a	language-based	learning	difference	that	affects	a	students	ability	to	decode	words,	recognize	spelling	patterns,	and	develop
reading	fluency.	Many	students	with	dyslexia	struggle	with	letter-sound	relationships,	making	it	difficult	to	read	words	automatically.	To	help	them	become	stronger	readers,	IEP	goals	should	focus	on	phonemic	awareness,	decoding	strategies,	and	fluency	development.One	effective	approach	for	students	with	dyslexia	is	structured	phonics	instruction,
such	as	Orton-Gillingham-based	programs,	which	teach	letter-sound	relationships	in	a	systematic	way.	Additionally,	fluency-building	strategies,	including	repeated	reading	and	guided	oral	reading,	can	help	students	improve	their	reading	speed	and	accuracy.Examples	of	IEP	goals	for	students	with	dyslexia	include:By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the
student	will	decode	one-syllable	words	using	phonics	strategies	with	90	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	blend	letter	sounds	to	read	CVC	(consonant-vowel-consonant)	words	with	85	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	use	syllable	division	strategies	to
decode	multisyllabic	words	with	80	percent	accuracy.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	read	a	list	of	100	high-frequency	sight	words	with	90	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	read	a	grade-level	passage	at	90	words	per	minute	with	95	percent	accuracy	in	three	out	of	four	trials.Within	12	weeks,
the	student	will	identify	and	correct	decoding	errors	using	self-monitoring	strategies	in	four	out	of	five	attempts.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	recognize	and	apply	six	common	syllable	types	when	decoding	unfamiliar	words	with	80	percent	accuracy.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	use	context	clues	to	determine	the	meaning	of
unknown	words	in	a	text	with	85	percent	accuracy.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	increase	oral	reading	fluency	by	practicing	with	repeated	readings,	improving	by	10	words	per	minute.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	demonstrate	improved	reading	stamina	by	reading	independently	for	15	minutes	without	stopping	in	four	out	of
five	attempts.For	our	complete	Dyslexia	IEP	Goal	Bank	and	Guide,	click	here.IEP	Goals	for	ADHD	Enhancing	Focus	and	Engagement	in	Reading	TasksStudents	with	ADHD	often	experience	difficulties	with	focus,	working	memory,	and	sustained	attention	while	reading.	They	may	struggle	with	staying	engaged	in	a	text,	remembering	details,	or
following	multi-step	reading	tasks.	To	support	these	students,	IEP	goals	should	include	strategies	that	improve	reading	comprehension,	increase	stamina,	and	promote	active	engagement.Providing	structured	reading	routines,	graphic	organizers,	and	chunked	reading	assignments	can	help	students	with	ADHD	stay	on	task.	Additionally,	incorporating
movement	breaks,	audio	books,	and	hands-on	learning	strategies	can	enhance	focus	and	comprehension.Examples	of	IEP	goals	for	students	with	ADHD	include:By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	use	active	reading	strategies	(highlighting,	note-taking,	summarizing)	to	stay	engaged	with	a	text	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the
student	will	complete	a	grade-level	reading	assignment	with	minimal	redirection	in	four	out	of	five	opportunities.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	follow	along	with	an	audiobook	while	reading	a	text	to	improve	focus	in	four	out	of	five	attempts.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	use	a	graphic	organizer	to	track	key	details	in	a	passage
with	80	percent	accuracy.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	read	independently	for	20	minutes	without	losing	focus	in	three	out	of	four	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	answer	comprehension	questions	after	reading	a	passage,	recalling	at	least	three	key	details	with	80	percent	accuracy.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will
break	a	reading	assignment	into	smaller	sections	and	complete	each	section	with	sustained	attention	in	four	out	of	five	trials.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	self-monitor	attention	during	reading	tasks	and	apply	a	focusing	strategy	(e.g.,	checking	off	completed	sections)	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	use	a
visual	checklist	to	complete	multi-step	reading	assignments	with	85	percent	accuracy.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	demonstrate	comprehension	of	a	passage	by	verbally	summarizing	key	points	in	three	out	of	four	opportunities.For	our	complete	ADHD	IEP	Goal	Bank	and	Guide,	click	here.IEP	Goals	for	Learning	Disabilities	Adapting	Strategies	for
Individualized	SupportStudents	with	learning	disabilities	may	face	a	variety	of	challenges	related	to	decoding,	comprehension,	fluency,	or	vocabulary	development.	Because	learning	disabilities	are	diverse,	IEP	goals	should	be	highly	individualized	and	focus	on	building	skills	in	a	structured,	scaffolded	manner.Using	multi-sensory	reading	strategies,
such	as	touch,	movement,	and	visual	cues,	can	help	students	with	learning	disabilities	strengthen	their	reading	skills.	Additionally,	providing	explicit	instruction,	extended	processing	time,	and	alternative	text	formats	can	make	reading	more	accessible.Examples	of	IEP	goals	for	students	with	learning	disabilities	include:By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the
student	will	identify	and	read	50	new	vocabulary	words	using	a	multi-sensory	strategy	with	85	percent	accuracy.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	decode	and	read	grade-level	words	with	90	percent	accuracy	using	phonics	strategies.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	improve	reading	fluency	by	increasing	words	read	per	minute	by	15
while	maintaining	95	percent	accuracy.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	use	a	sentence	frame	to	write	a	summary	of	a	text,	including	the	main	idea	and	two	supporting	details,	with	80	percent	accuracy.By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	answer	who,	what,	when,	where,	why,	and	how	questions	about	a	text	with	85	percent	accuracy	in	four
out	of	five	trials.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	sequence	three	major	events	from	a	story	using	a	visual	organizer	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	recognize	and	read	grade-level	sight	words	with	90	percent	accuracy.Within	10	weeks,	the	student	will	use	a	structured	reading	guide	to	track	progress	through	a
passage	with	85	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	differentiate	between	fiction	and	nonfiction	texts	by	identifying	key	characteristics	with	90	percent	accuracy.Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	demonstrate	reading	comprehension	by	answering	inferential	and	literal	questions	with	85	percent
accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	attempts.Aligning	IEP	Goals	with	StandardsIEP	goals	for	reading	should	not	only	be	individualized	but	also	aligned	with	academic	standards	to	ensure	that	students	receive	instruction	that	helps	them	progress	toward	grade-level	expectations.	Aligning	IEP	goals	with	standards,	such	as	the	Common	Core	State	Standards	or
state-specific	learning	objectives,	helps	students	with	disabilities	develop	the	skills	they	need	to	succeed	in	general	education	settings.Standards	provide	a	framework	for	what	students	should	know	and	be	able	to	do	at	each	grade	level.	By	integrating	these	expectations	into	IEP	goals,	educators	can	create	structured	learning	objectives	that	support
both	individualized	needs	and	broader	academic	progress.	When	IEP	goals	are	connected	to	state	standards,	students	can	work	on	targeted	skills	while	still	accessing	grade-level	content	in	a	meaningful	way.Common	Core	IEP	Goals	for	Reading	Meeting	State	StandardsThe	Common	Core	State	Standards	(CCSS)	outline	specific	reading	skills	that
students	should	develop	from	kindergarten	through	high	school.	These	skills	include	phonemic	awareness,	fluency,	comprehension,	vocabulary	development,	and	critical	thinking.	While	some	students	may	need	additional	support	or	modifications	to	reach	these	goals,	aligning	IEP	objectives	with	these	expectations	ensures	that	they	are	progressing	in
a	way	that	connects	to	broader	educational	outcomes.For	example,	a	Common	Core	standard	for	early	elementary	students	may	focus	on	the	ability	to	recognize	the	main	idea	and	key	details	in	a	text.	A	corresponding	IEP	goal	could	state:By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	identify	the	main	idea	and	at	least	two	supporting	details	in	a	grade-
level	passage	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.For	middle	school	students,	a	Common	Core	reading	standard	may	emphasize	analyzing	how	an	author	develops	a	theme	over	the	course	of	a	text.	A	related	IEP	goal	might	be:By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	analyze	a	novel	and	provide	three	pieces	of	textual	evidence	to
support	their	interpretation	of	the	theme	in	four	out	of	five	trials.In	high	school,	a	Common	Core	standard	might	require	students	to	evaluate	the	effectiveness	of	an	authors	argument.	An	aligned	IEP	goal	could	be:By	the	end	of	the	grading	period,	the	student	will	evaluate	an	authors	argument	in	a	nonfiction	text	by	identifying	the	claim,	supporting
evidence,	and	reasoning	with	85	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of	five	trials.By	structuring	IEP	goals	around	these	standards,	students	receive	instruction	that	prepares	them	for	higher-level	academic	tasks	while	still	addressing	their	individual	learning	needs.Standards-Based	IEP	Goals	for	Writing	and	Reading	Ensuring	Academic	ProgressIn	addition	to
reading,	writing	skills	are	an	essential	part	of	literacy	development.	Many	students	with	IEPs	need	explicit	instruction	in	organizing	thoughts,	structuring	sentences,	and	expressing	ideas	clearly.	Aligning	writing	IEP	goals	with	academic	standards	ensures	that	students	are	not	only	improving	their	foundational	writing	skills	but	also	developing	the
ability	to	communicate	effectively	across	subjects.For	elementary	students,	a	writing	standard	might	focus	on	forming	complete	sentences	and	organizing	thoughts	logically.	An	IEP	goal	related	to	this	could	be:Within	12	weeks,	the	student	will	write	three	complete	sentences	with	correct	capitalization	and	punctuation	in	four	out	of	five	trials.For
middle	school	students,	writing	standards	often	emphasize	developing	structured	paragraphs	with	clear	supporting	details.	A	related	IEP	goal	might	be:By	the	end	of	the	semester,	the	student	will	write	a	five-sentence	paragraph	that	includes	a	topic	sentence,	three	supporting	details,	and	a	concluding	sentence	with	85	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of



five	trials.High	school	writing	standards	often	involve	composing	argumentative	essays	or	research	papers.	A	standards-aligned	IEP	goal	could	state:By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	write	a	persuasive	essay	that	includes	a	clear	thesis	statement,	three	supporting	arguments,	and	textual	evidence	with	80	percent	accuracy	in	four	out	of
five	trials.These	goals	ensure	that	students	with	IEPs	are	making	academic	progress	in	reading	and	writing	while	also	addressing	their	specific	learning	challenges.	Standards-based	instruction	helps	bridge	the	gap	between	individualized	support	and	grade-level	expectations,	allowing	students	to	build	skills	that	will	serve	them	beyond	their	current
academic	setting.Making	Standards-Based	Goals	Meaningful	for	StudentsWhile	aligning	IEP	goals	with	standards	is	important,	it	is	equally	essential	to	make	these	goals	accessible	and	achievable	for	students.	Some	students	may	require	modifications,	such	as	using	assistive	technology,	receiving	additional	time	to	complete	assignments,	or	engaging
in	structured	small-group	instruction.	Others	may	benefit	from	scaffolded	instruction	that	gradually	increases	the	complexity	of	tasks	over	time.For	instance,	if	a	student	struggles	with	decoding	words	but	needs	to	meet	a	comprehension	standard,	they	might	be	allowed	to	listen	to	an	audiobook	while	following	along	with	the	text.	If	a	student	finds
writing	overwhelming,	breaking	an	assignment	into	smaller	steps	with	built-in	checkpoints	can	help	them	stay	on	track.By	ensuring	that	IEP	goals	are	both	standards-based	and	tailored	to	a	students	needs,	educators	can	create	a	balanced	approach	that	supports	growth	while	fostering	confidence.	The	ultimate	goal	is	to	help	students	become
independent,	capable	readers	and	writers	who	can	engage	with	academic	content	at	their	own	pace	while	still	meeting	essential	learning	benchmarks.	ConclusionIEP	goals	for	reading	are	essential	in	helping	students	develop	strong	literacy	skills	while	addressing	their	individual	learning	needs.	By	setting	clear	and	structured	objectives,	educators
can	support	students	in	improving	decoding,	fluency,	vocabulary,	and	comprehension.	These	goals	provide	a	roadmap	for	growth	and	ensure	that	students	are	making	measurable	progress	toward	grade-level	expectations.	When	well-designed,	IEP	goals	create	opportunities	for	success	by	guiding	instruction	and	fostering	collaboration	among
teachers,	parents,	and	support	staff.To	be	effective,	IEP	goals	must	be	specific	and	measurable.	Vague	objectives	like	improve	reading	skills	do	not	provide	a	clear	way	to	track	progress.	Instead,	goals	should	outline	exactly	what	the	student	will	achieve,	how	success	will	be	measured,	and	the	timeframe	for	completion.	Regular	progress	monitoring
allows	educators	to	assess	whether	a	student	is	meeting	expectations	and	adjust	instruction	as	needed.	If	a	student	is	not	progressing	as	expected,	strategies	can	be	modified	to	better	support	their	development.Tracking	progress	through	data-driven	strategies	helps	ensure	that	reading	goals	remain	relevant	and	achievable.	Tools	such	as	fluency
checklists,	comprehension	quizzes,	and	student	self-assessments	provide	valuable	insights	into	learning	patterns.	For	example,	a	teacher	might	conduct	weekly	timed	readings	to	measure	fluency	improvements	or	use	graphic	organizers	to	help	students	identify	key	details	in	a	text.	When	IEP	goals	are	thoughtfully	crafted	and	consistently	monitored,
they	create	a	strong	foundation	for	reading	success,	helping	students	to	develop	the	skills	they	need	for	lifelong	learning.	For	as	long	as	Ive	been	attending	IEP	meetings,	one	thing	that	continues	to	baffle	me	is	reading.	Basic	reading	skills	are	just	thatbasics.	The	foundation.	The	pre	skills.	The	early	literacy	skills	for	kids.	And	yet	time	and	again,	I	find
that	IEP	teams	shy	away	from	basic	reading	skills	IEP	goals	even	when	its	obvious	that	the	child	has	not	mastered	this.	If	a	child	doesnt	have	the	early	literacy	skills	first,	they	cannot	move	on	to	things	like	fluency	and	comprehension.	Yes,	common	core	standards	and	grade	level	are	considerations	when	developing	IEP	goals.	But,	if	the	child	lacks	the
foundational	skills,	they	will	not	become	a	proficient	reader.	I	often	use	the	analogy	of	Mt.	Everest.	If	you	fly	me	over	there	and	put	me	at	the	base	of	Mt.	Everest,	I	cannot	climb	it.	I	probably	would	die.	Just	because	I	am	there,	does	not	mean	I	can	do	it.	I	dont	have	the	foundational	skills	or	the	training	to	climb	Mt.	Everest.	Think	of	reading	the	same
wayjust	presenting	the	material	to	kids	does	not	mean	they	can	do	it	or	learn	it.	Putting	reading	goals	on	an	IEP	does	not	mean	the	child	can	achieve	them	if	they	do	not	have	the	pre	skills	and	the	conditioning	to	get	there.	If	a	child	cannot	decode,	then	they	cannot	develop	comprehension	skills.	Its	really	quite	simple,	yet	for	some	reason	I	find	it
difficult	for	IEP	teams	to	work	on	the	basics	before	moving	on.	Or,	even	assess	the	child	for	all	areas	of	reading.	Basic	reading	skills	encompass	decoding,	fluency,	vocabulary,	and	comprehension.	In	this	article,	I	will	delve	into	understanding	basic	reading	skills,	the	evaluation	process,	crafting	Individualized	Education	Program	(IEP)	goals,	and
tracking	progress.	Basic	reading	skills	are	fundamental	abilities	that	individuals	develop	to	comprehend	written	text.	These	skills	are	typically	acquired	during	early	childhood	and	are	essential	for	success	in	academic	and	professional	settings.	Some	basic	reading	skills	include:	Phonemic	awareness:	Understanding	that	words	are	made	up	of
individual	sounds,	or	phonemes,	and	being	able	to	manipulate	these	sounds	within	words.	Phonics:	Understanding	the	relationship	between	letters	and	sounds,	and	being	able	to	use	this	knowledge	to	decode	words	while	reading.	Vocabulary:	Knowing	the	meanings	of	words	and	being	able	to	recognize	them	in	written	text.	Fluency:	Reading	smoothly
and	accurately,	with	appropriate	speed	and	expression.	Comprehension:	Understanding	the	meaning	of	written	text,	including	the	main	idea,	supporting	details,	and	inferred	meanings.	Decoding:	Applying	phonics	skills	to	recognize	and	sound	out	unfamiliar	words.	Sight	word	recognition:	Recognizing	high-frequency	words	automatically,	without
needing	to	sound	them	out.	Contextual	clues:	Using	surrounding	text	or	images	to	help	understand	the	meaning	of	unfamiliar	words	or	phrases.	Predictive	skills:	Making	predictions	about	what	will	happen	next	in	a	text	based	on	prior	knowledge	and	clues	from	the	text.	Active	reading	strategies:	Engaging	with	the	text	by	asking	questions,	making
connections,	and	summarizing	key	points	to	enhance	understanding.	These	skills	form	the	foundation	for	more	advanced	reading	abilities	and	are	critical	for	lifelong	learning	and	success	in	various	aspects	of	life.	Its	also	worth	noting	that	some	of	these	skills	necessary	to	learn	how	to	read	require	other	skills,	such	as	executive	functioning.	Working
memory	is	required	for	many	of	the	above,	as	an	example.	A	struggling	reader	may	have	a	lot	going	onit	might	be	an	issue	of	focus	and	attention	due	to	something	like	ADHD,	or	it	might	be	dyslexia	or	executive	function	disorder.	If	you	are	a	parent	reading	this,	you	really	need	to	dig	in,	learn	all	of	it	and	make	sure	your	child	is	accurately	assessed
and	has	all	the	necessary	interventions.	Im	not	knocking	schools	or	teachers,	but	in	many	cases	I	see	struggling	readers	receive	interventions	like	90	minutes	of	pull	out	to	the	resource	room	with	a	reading	specialist.	Note:	Many	School	District	Email	inboxes	block	email	from	outside	entities.	If	you	do	not	receive	this	within	a	few	minutes,	check	spam
or	try	again	with	a	personal	email	address.	In	most	states,	a	reading	specialist	by	definition,	is	a	general	education	teacher.	The	student	requires	special	education	if	they	have	a	learning	disability.	This	is	not	something	you	will	find	in	IDEA	or	any	state	regulations,	to	my	knowledge.	The	evaluation	of	basic	reading	skills	typically	falls	under	the
purview	of	educational	professionals,	including:	Teachers:	Classroom	teachers	often	conduct	informal	assessments	to	gauge	students	reading	abilities	through	observations,	reading	logs,	and	one-on-one	interactions.	Special	Education	Specialists:	For	children	with	learning	disabilities	or	special	needs,	special	education	professionals	may	conduct
more	formal	assessments	to	identify	specific	challenges	and	strengths.	School	Psychologists:	Psychologists	may	administer	standardized	tests	to	evaluate	a	childs	reading	proficiency	and	identify	any	underlying	cognitive	or	developmental	issues.	Individualized	Education	Programs	(IEPs)	are	tailored	plans	designed	to	address	the	unique	needs	of
students	with	disabilities	or	learning	difficulties.	Also	read:	20	IEP	Goals	for	Low	Functioning	Students	When	it	comes	to	basic	reading	skills,	IEP	goals	and	objectives	may	include:	Decoding	Skills:By	[specific	date],	the	student	will	correctly	decode	[number]	out	of	[number]	given	words	with	[specific	phonetic	pattern].	The	student	will	use	decoding
strategies	such	as	chunking	or	sounding	out	unfamiliar	words	independently	in	[percentage]%	of	opportunities.	Fluency:The	student	will	read	[number]	words	per	minute	with	[percentage]%	accuracy	on	grade-level	passages	by	[specific	date].	By	the	end	of	the	academic	year,	the	student	will	demonstrate	increased	expression	and	intonation	while
reading	aloud.	Vocabulary	Development:The	student	will	increase	their	sight	word	vocabulary	from	[current	number]	to	[target	number]	words	by	[specific	date].	The	student	will	use	context	clues	to	determine	the	meaning	of	unfamiliar	words	in	text	with	[percentage]%	accuracy.	Comprehension:The	student	will	identify	the	main	idea	and	supporting
details	in	a	passage	with	[percentage]%	accuracy.	By	[specific	date],	the	student	will	use	comprehension	strategies	such	as	summarizing,	predicting,	and	visualizing	to	enhance	understanding.	Please	note	that	if	you	scroll	down,	you	will	find	links	to	other	lists	of	IEP	goals	where	I	have	more	options.	Such	as	I	have	a	post	just	for	Vocabulary	IEP	goals
and	Decoding	IEP	goals,	as	well	as	reading	comprehension	IEP	goals.	Here	are	two	Individualized	Education	Program	(IEP)	goals	corresponding	to	each	of	the	ten	reading	skills	listed	above.	Phonemic	Awareness:	a.	By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	when	presented	with	three-sound	words	(e.g.,	cat),	the	student	will	be	able	to	orally	segment	and	blend
the	sounds	with	80%	accuracy	as	measured	by	teacher	observation	and	informal	assessments.	b.	By	the	end	of	each	quarter,	the	student	will	demonstrate	proficiency	in	identifying	and	producing	rhyming	words	in	a	set	of	given	words	with	at	least	90%	accuracy	on	three	out	of	four	opportunities.	Phonics:	a.	By	the	end	of	the	semester,	when	given	a
list	of	common	consonant	blends	(e.g.,	bl,	br,	st),	the	student	will	correctly	decode	words	containing	these	blends	in	isolation	with	85%	accuracy	during	teacher-administered	assessments.	b.	Given	a	passage	at	the	appropriate	reading	level,	the	student	will	decode	multisyllabic	words	using	knowledge	of	phonics	rules	and	patterns	with	at	least	80%
accuracy	as	measured	by	teacher	observations	and	running	records.	Vocabulary:	a.	By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	student	will	expand	their	receptive	and	expressive	vocabulary	by	learning	and	correctly	using	at	least	50	new	grade-appropriate	words	in	written	and	oral	communication.	b.	When	presented	with	unfamiliar	words	in	context,	the
student	will	use	context	clues	and	prior	knowledge	to	determine	the	meaning	of	the	word	with	80%	accuracy	in	teacher-designed	activities.	Fluency:	a.	By	the	end	of	each	quarter,	the	student	will	increase	their	reading	fluency	rate	by	20	words	per	minute	from	baseline,	as	measured	by	timed	readings	of	grade-level	passages.	b.	The	student	will
practice	reading	aloud	for	at	least	15	minutes	daily	using	texts	at	their	instructional	level	to	improve	oral	reading	fluency	and	expression.	Comprehension:	a.	When	given	a	short	passage,	the	student	will	identify	the	main	idea	and	at	least	three	supporting	details	with	80%	accuracy	on	teacher-created	comprehension	quizzes.	b.	By	the	end	of	the
semester,	the	student	will	demonstrate	the	ability	to	make	inferences	and	draw	conclusions	from	texts	by	correctly	answering	inferential	questions	with	75%	accuracy	on	written	assessments.	Decoding:	a.	Given	a	list	of	common	prefixes	and	suffixes,	the	student	will	decode	and	correctly	read	words	containing	these	affixes	with	at	least	90%	accuracy
during	teacher-led	activities	and	assessments.	b.	When	presented	with	unfamiliar	words,	the	student	will	apply	phonics	skills	to	segment	the	word	into	syllables	and	decode	it	accurately	with	85%	accuracy	in	reading	tasks.	Sight	Word	Recognition:	a.	The	student	will	learn	and	master	a	set	of	50	high-frequency	sight	words,	demonstrating	automatic
recognition	in	isolation	and	within	context	with	at	least	90%	accuracy	on	weekly	assessments.	b.	Given	a	grade-appropriate	passage,	the	student	will	identify	and	read	high-frequency	sight	words	accurately	and	fluently	within	the	text	with	at	least	95%	accuracy.	Contextual	Clues:	a.	When	encountering	unfamiliar	vocabulary	in	text,	the	student	will
use	surrounding	context	clues	to	determine	the	meaning	of	the	word	with	at	least	80%	accuracy	on	teacher-designed	worksheets.	b.	The	student	will	participate	in	guided	reading	activities	where	they	practice	using	context	clues	to	predict	the	meaning	of	unfamiliar	words	with	75%	accuracy	as	measured	by	teacher	observation	and	discussions.
Predictive	Skills:	a.	By	the	end	of	the	quarter,	the	student	will	demonstrate	improved	predictive	reading	skills	by	accurately	predicting	outcomes	or	events	in	a	story	based	on	textual	clues	with	70%	accuracy	during	teacher-led	discussions	and	written	responses.	b.	During	guided	reading	sessions,	the	student	will	make	predictions	about	the	content	of
the	text	before	reading	and	evaluate	the	accuracy	of	their	predictions	after	reading,	achieving	at	least	80%	accuracy	in	their	predictions.	Active	Reading	Strategies:	a.	The	student	will	use	graphic	organizers,	such	as	story	maps	or	KWL	charts,	to	actively	engage	with	texts	by	identifying	key	elements	before,	during,	and	after	reading	with	90%
accuracy	as	measured	by	teacher	observation	and	completed	graphic	organizers.	b.	When	reading	independently,	the	student	will	employ	active	reading	strategies,	such	as	asking	questions,	making	connections,	and	summarizing	key	points,	to	enhance	comprehension	and	demonstrate	understanding	through	written	or	oral	responses	with	at	least
80%	accuracy.	Monitoring	progress	is	crucial	to	ensure	that	interventions	are	effective	and	that	students	are	making	meaningful	gains	in	their	basic	reading	skills.	Several	methods	can	be	employed:	Regular	Assessments:	Teachers	can	administer	periodic	assessments,	such	as	fluency	probes,	comprehension	quizzes,	or	vocabulary	tests,	to	track
growth	over	time.	IEP	Data	Collection:	Keeping	detailed	records	of	students	performance	on	various	reading	tasks	allows	educators	to	identify	trends,	strengths,	and	areas	needing	improvement.	Observations:	Teachers	can	observe	students	during	reading	activities	to	assess	their	use	of	strategies,	decoding	skills,	and	comprehension	abilities	in	real-
time.	Portfolio	Review:	Maintaining	portfolios	of	students	work,	including	samples	of	reading	passages,	written	responses,	and	self-assessments,	provides	a	holistic	view	of	progress.	If	you	are	unhappy	with	your	childs	progress	or	think	their	reading	interventions	are	not	sufficient,	there	is	a	lot	more	information	on	this	website	about	that.	Everything
from	requesting	an	IEE	and	how	to	dig	into	your	IEP	present	levels	and	write	a	solid	IEP	parent	concerns	letter.	Good	luck	and	here	are	those	other	posts.	
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