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Hadith	classifications	are	based	on	various	criteria,	including	reference	to	a	particular	authority,	links	in	the	isnad	(sequence	of	reporters),	number	of	reporters,	nature	of	matn	and	isnad,	and	authenticity	of	correspondents.	The	categories	include	Qudsi	(Divine)	Hadiths,	which	were	directly	from	Allah	to	the	Prophet	Muhammad	,	Marfu`	(Elevated)
Hadiths,	which	were	directly	heard	by	companions,	Mauquf	(Stopped)	Hadiths,	Maktu`	(Severed)	Hadiths,	and	others	like	Musnad,	Muttasil,	Mursal,	Munqati`,	Mu`adal,	and	Mu`allaq.	Additionally,	there	are	classifications	based	on	the	number	of	reporters,	such	as	Mutawatir	(Consecutive)	and	Ahad	(Isolated),	with	sub-types	like	Mash'hur,	Aziz,	and
Gharib.	Others	include	Munkar	(Denounced)	Hadiths	for	contradicting	authentic	ones,	Mudraj	(Interpolated)	Hadiths	with	added	words,	Sahih	(Sound)	for	trustworthy	reporters,	Hasan	(Good)	for	known	but	weak	memory,	Da`if	(Weak)	for	shortcomings	in	the	isnad,	and	Maudu`	(Fabricated)	for	opposing	confirmed	Prophetic	traditions.	The	concept	of
writing	down	the	Sunnah	was	recognized	during	the	Prophet's	lifetime,	with	narrations	like	Ab	Hurayrah	mentioning	Abdullah	ibn	'Amr	as	a	prolific	narrator	who	used	to	write	and	he	could	not.	A	narration	from	Abdullh	ibn	Amr	ibn	Al-	also	highlights	the	permission	of	writing	Hadiths	by	the	Prophet,	despite	some	companions	discouraging	it	initially
for	concerns	about	mixing	with	the	Quran	or	due	to	lack	of	need	immediately	after	his	death.	The	delay	in	writing	down	the	Sunnah	was	primarily	because	the	standardization	of	the	Quran	took	precedence	and	there	was	no	pressing	necessity	for	written	records	of	the	Sunnah	at	that	time.Hadith,	which	literally	means	'to	happen',	was	a	way	to	report
or	narrate	events,	words,	and	actions.	It	was	a	vital	part	of	Islam,	as	it	served	as	both	an	inspirational	guide	and	a	religious	law.	The	Quran,	being	the	word	of	God,	took	priority,	but	Hadith	was	considered	the	backbone	of	Islam.	This	concept	is	rooted	in	Arabic,	with	'h-d-th'	meaning	'to	happen',	implying	a	report	or	narration.The	Sahaba,	companions
of	the	Prophet	Muhammad	(peace	be	upon	him),	began	recording	and	compiling	Hadith	during	the	1st	century	Hijri,	despite	its	not	being	a	necessity	at	that	time.	A	few	notable	examples	of	these	early	compilations	include	Samrah	ibn	Jundub's	letter	to	his	son	Sulayman	and	Anas	ibn	Mlik	encouraging	his	children	to	secure	knowledge	by	writing.
Others,	such	as	Ab	Bakr's	afa,	contained	vital	information	about	Zakah	obligations.Hadith	played	a	pivotal	role	in	shaping	the	lives	of	Muslims,	serving	both	as	an	inspirational	guide	and	a	religious	law.	Its	development	was	crucial	during	the	first	three	centuries	of	Islam,	providing	valuable	insights	into	the	ethics	and	culture	of	its	followers.	The
importance	of	Hadith	cannot	be	overstated,	as	it	serves	as	a	means	to	understand	the	teachings	of	Prophet	Muhammad	(peace	be	upon	him)	and	his	legacy.The	Six	Popular	Hadiths	of	the	Prophet	(PBUH)	That	Shape	Muslim	LivesIn	the	realm	of	Islamic	teachings,	six	popular	hadiths	of	the	Prophet	(PBUH)	hold	a	special	place	in	the	lives	of	Muslims.
These	hadiths	not	only	provide	valuable	insights	into	the	Prophet's	teachings	but	also	serve	as	a	guide	for	individuals	to	lead	a	virtuous	life.###	Mercy	and	KindnessOne	of	the	most	important	hadiths	is,	Those	people	who	show	no	mercy	will	receive	no	mercy	from	Allah.	[Muslim,	Al-Fadail].	This	emphasizes	the	importance	of	showing	compassion	and
kindness	towards	others.	The	Prophet	stressed	that	even	if	one	follows	every	word	of	the	Quran	but	cannot	forgive	small	mistakes	and	be	kind	towards	others,	they	cannot	be	true	to	their	faith.###	Quest	for	KnowledgeThe	hadith,	Wisdom	and	knowledge	are	things	that	the	believer	lacks.	He	should	take	them	wherever	he	finds	them.	[Tirmidhi,	Al-
Ilm;	(Knowledge)	19],	highlights	the	significance	of	continuous	learning	and	seeking	knowledge.	The	Prophet	believed	that	it	was	the	only	method	for	a	Muslim	to	lead	a	better	life.###	Moderation	in	ReligionAnother	important	hadith	is,	Religion	is	very	easy	and	whoever	overburdens	himself	in	his	religion	will	not	be	able	to	continue	in	that	way.	So
you	should	not	be	extremists,	but	try	to	be	near	to	perfection	and	receive	the	good	tidings	that	you	will	be	rewarded;	and	gain	strength	by	worshipping	in	the	mornings,	the	nights.	[Bukhari,	Fath-ul-Bari].	This	teaches	Muslims	to	apply	moderation	in	their	faith,	avoiding	extremes	of	either	overburdening	or	neglecting	their	responsibilities.###
Selflessness	and	Good	DeedsThe	hadith,	Those	who	are	the	means	of	good	deeds	are	the	same	as	those	who	perform	good	deeds.	[Tirmidhi,	Al-Ilm;	(Knowledge)	14],	emphasizes	the	importance	of	becoming	a	selfless	being,	participating	in	actions	that	bring	joy	and	happiness	to	others.###	Respecting	ParentsA	significant	hadith	states,	It	is	one	of	the
greatest	sins	that	a	man	should	curse	his	parents.	[Bukhari].	This	teaches	Muslims	not	to	abuse	anyone	or	their	parents.	The	Prophet	emphasizes	the	importance	of	treating	others	with	kindness	and	respect.###	Good	MannersThe	final	hadith,	No	father	has	ever	given	a	child	a	gift	that	is	superior	to	good	manners.	[Tirmidhi],	Al-Birr	(Virtue);	33],
highlights	the	significance	of	learning	good	manners.	The	Prophet	advised	Muslims	to	take	inspiration	from	his	life	and	practice	good	manners	in	their	daily	interactions.###	Understanding	HadithHadith	originated	from	an	Arabic	word	meaning	to	report	or	give.	It	is	a	record	of	the	customs	or	adages	of	the	Prophet	Muhammad,	considered	as	the
primary	source	of	strict	laws	and	moral	standards	after	the	holy	Quran.	The	classification	of	hadith	is	crucial	in	understanding	its	significance,	including	identifying	dhaif	(weak),	maudhu	(fabricated),	or	sahih	(authentic)	hadith.###	ConclusionThe	six	popular	hadiths	of	the	Prophet	(PBUH)	serve	as	a	guiding	force	for	Muslims	to	lead	a	virtuous	life.
They	emphasize	the	importance	of	mercy,	kindness,	selflessness,	good	manners,	and	respecting	parents.	Understanding	these	hadiths	is	essential	in	applying	Islamic	teachings	in	everyday	life.The	Isnad	System:	A	Record	of	Human	Intellectual	HistoryBy	Marzuqa	KarimaThe	Importance	of	Hadith	Studies	in	Islamic	SciencesHaving	completed	her
education	in	Alimiyyah	Programme	and	subsequent	postgraduate	course	in	Hadith	studies	(Dawra	Al-Hadith),	she	has	shown	a	keen	interest	in	the	Hadith	sciences.	Her	ijza	from	prominent	scholars	such	as	Shaykh	Akram	Nadwi	(UK)	and	Shaykh	Hatim	al-Awni	(Makkah),	along	with	her	studies	at	the	University	of	Jordan,	demonstrate	her	commitment
to	understanding	the	significance	of	Hadiths	in	Islamic	jurisprudence.Currently	pursuing	an	MA	in	Islamic	Studies	at	SOAS,	she	is	well-versed	in	the	various	aspects	of	Hadith	studies.	Her	background	as	a	student	and	practitioner	of	Taekwondo	has	likely	influenced	her	approach	to	understanding	the	practical	applications	of	Hadiths	in	everyday
life.The	significance	of	Hadith	and	Sunnah	in	guiding	Muslims'	daily	lives	cannot	be	overstated,	as	they	provide	a	valuable	source	of	wisdom	from	the	Prophet	Muhammad's	(P.B.U.H)	teachings.	Understanding	these	concepts	is	crucial	for	Muslims	to	navigate	the	vast	body	of	Islamic	teachings	attributed	to	the	Prophet.	The	compilation	of	Hadith	was
motivated	by	the	importance	placed	on	following	the	Prophet's	guidance,	which	is	reflected	in	his	own	words:	"Convey	on	behalf	of	me,	even	if	it	be	a	sentence."	(Sahih	Bukhari)	This	emphasis	on	record-keeping	and	transmission	was	emphasized	in	the	Quran,	where	Allah	says:	"When	you	received	it	with	your	tongues,	and	articulated	it	with	your
mouths	regarding	what	you	had	no	knowledge	of,	you	considered	it	lightly	but	it	was	tremendous	in	the	sight	of	Allah."The	classification	of	Hadith	into	Sahih	(Authentic),	Hasan	(Approved),	Zae'ef	(Weak),	and	Mawdu'	(Fabricated)	is	essential	for	Muslims	to	discern	reliable	sources	of	guidance.	Sahih	Hadith	must	conform	to	the	Quran,	the	consensus
of	the	Muslim	community	(Ijma),	and	fundamental	Islamic	principles.	It	cannot	contradict	established	scientific	facts,	reason,	or	common	sense.	A	complete	and	unbroken	chain	of	transmission,	known	as	Sanad,	is	also	necessary	for	a	Hadith	to	be	considered	Sahih.The	science	of	Hadith	has	been	refined	over	centuries	through	the	efforts	of	scholars
like	Abdullah	Ibn	Al-Mubarak,	who	developed	the	Isnad	system	or	recording	hadith,	which	has	given	Muslims	confidence	in	attributing	statements	and	actions	to	the	Prophet	Muhammad	(peace	be	upon	him).	However,	this	field	can	seem	complex	due	to	its	rich	history	and	terminology.Despite	the	intricacies,	gaining	a	basic	understanding	of	Hadith
classification	is	achievable	through	studying	the	historical	development	of	this	science.	This	includes	recognizing	the	importance	of	narrators'	authenticity	when	transmitting	hadiths,	as	well	as	their	knowledge,	piety,	memory,	and	trustworthiness.	By	critically	evaluating	each	Hadith's	chain	of	transmission	and	content,	Muslims	can	ensure	they	are
following	trustworthy	sources	of	Islamic	guidance.The	Imperative	of	Reporting	Hadith	in	Early	Islamic	Historyif	the	person	failed	to	corroborate	the	report.	Political	dissent	and	the	age	of	the	successors	(Tabiin)	Yet	even	before	the	collation	of	hadith	had	had	a	chance	to	fully	develop,	the	process	was	complicated	by	the	political	circumstances	at	the
time.	It	was	in	the	midst	of	dissent	and	arguably	the	first	schism	in	Muslim	history,	where	civil	war	broke	out	between	Ali,	the	fourth	Caliph	and	Muawiya,	the	then	governor	of	Damascus.	This	period	witnessed	mass	hadith	forgery	as	people	attempt	to	advance	political	causes	of	both	parties.	Against	this	backdrop,	the	imperative	of	reporting	a	chain
of	narration	suddenly	appeared	amongst	the	second	generation	of	Muslims,	with	at	least	one	medium	between	the	narrator	and	the	Prophet	Muhammad	(pbuh).	The	usage	of	terms	like	mursal	started	to	appear,	a	term	that	describes	the	chain	in	which	one	or	more	narrators	cannot	be	verified.	During	this	time,	narrator	criticism	began	to	take	place
for	the	first	time	due	to	the	fraught	political	situation,	and	hadith	critics	begin	to	classify	narrators	as	those	which	were	reliable,	Ahl	al-ilm	(people	of	knowledge)	and	those	who	were	not,	Ahl	al-bida	(people	of	innovation).	Protected	through	the	ages	Up	until	now,	it	may	seem	that	there	is	little	record	of	written	compilations	amongst	the	early
generations	of	Muslims.	Today,	some	have	used	this	to	criticize	collections	of	hadith,	labeling	them	as	unreliable	or	less	significant	compared	to	the	Quran.	Yet	in	reality,	this	critique	exposes	modern	Western	academias	backward	projections	on	the	treatment	of	religious	scripture.	The	phenomenon	of	the	typographic	print	culture	revolution	has
caused	the	West	to	largely	underestimate	the	extent	to	which	oral	traditions	were	used	to	maintain	accuracy	and	reliability.	The	early	Islamic	community	was	set	within	a	society	where	oral	interactions	dominated,	and	such	was	the	reality	for	the	vast	majority	of	persons	and	communities	throughout	history.	Even	the	written	word	of	the	Quran	was
secondary	to	its	strong	oral	transmission.	In	other	words,	the	Quran	is	ultimately	not	a	written	document	but	a	recitation	which	is	what	the	word	Quran	means.	This	is	not	to	say	the	companions	were	completely	dismissive	of	writing	hadith.	On	the	contrary,	a	few	noted	companions	like	Abu	Hurayra,	Ali	and	Abdullah	ibn	Amr	ibn	Al-Aas	would	collect
hadiths	in	their	own	personal	collections,	although	they	were	not	accessible	sources	of	hadiths.	Furthermore,	due	to	the	primitive	state	of	the	Arabic	language,	sama	listening	to	the	recital	of	a	hadith	from	a	student	was	very	practical,	and	written	documents	could	not	be	relied	upon	solely	to	gain	comprehension	of	a	hadith.	This	was	so	crucial,	some
hadith	transmitters	like	such	as	Ata	Ibn	Muslim	Al-Khafaf,	were	so	concerned	that	the	hadiths	recorded	in	their	books	would	be	misunderstood,	that	they	either	burned	or	buried.	To	ignore	this	significant	functional	aspect	of	the	transmission	of	hadith	is	a	disingenuous	viewing	of	history	through	the	lens	of	the	post-enlightenment	West.	For	the
student	of	hadith,	this	is	especially	important	in	order	to	contextualise	the	historical	development	of	hadith	transmission,	as	well	as	the	different	forms	hadith	criticism	took	on	in	each	generation	which	will	further	be	elucidated	on	incoming	articles.After	the	death	of	the	Prophet	Muhammad	(pbuh),	his	teachings	became	crucial	as	various	issues	arose
from	his	demise.	The	narration	of	hadith	began	during	this	period	and	gained	significant	attention	under	Abu	Bakr	As-Siddiq,	who	emphasized	the	importance	of	authentic	narrations	by	accepting	only	trustworthy	sources.###ARTICLEThe	vast	expanse	of	this	field	can	be	gaind	a	basic	understanding	through	the	study	of	its	historical	develepment.
The	enviroment	of	revelation,	where	the	Prophet	Muhammad	(pbuh)	was	the	exclusive	medium	between	Allah	and	His	creation,	has	been	a	major	focus	since	Islam's	inception.	The	keenness	of	his	companions	to	observe	and	record	every	aspect	of	his	life	is	testement	to	their	strong	belief	in	the	importance	of	accuracy.The	Quran	and	the	Prophet	both
stressd	the	impotance	of	recording	information	accuratly,	as	in	Surah	Nur,	verse	15	where	Allah	says:	When	you	received	it	with	your	tongues,	and	articulated	it	with	your	mouths	regarding	what	you	had	no	knowledge	of,	you	considered	it	lightly	but	it	was	tremendous	in	the	sight	of	Allah.	This	instruction	can	also	be	found	in	a	hadith,	which	is
unsurprisingly	reported	by	a	plethora	of	companions.The	companions	who	actively	engaged	in	transmitting	reports,	such	as	Abu	Hurayra,	Ibn	Umar,	Anas	bin	Malik,	Aisha	and	Ibn	Abbas,	may	Allah	be	pleased	with	them,	were	the	authorities	from	which	the	succeeding	generation	would	learn	about	the	religion.	However,	after	the	demise	of	the
Prophet,	the	companions	naturally	increasd	in	cautiousness	when	accepting	a	hadith.The	enormity	of	the	report	being	attributed	to	the	Prophet	was	such	that	Umar	ibn	Al	Khattab	a	successor	to	the	Prophet	after	Abu	Bakr	would	demand	witnesses	to	corroborate	a	report	which	was	attributed	to	the	Prophet,	however	mundane	it	may	have	been.	The
politcal	circumstances	at	the	time,	including	the	collation	of	hadith	and	the	first	schism	in	Muslim	history,	further	complicated	the	process.During	this	time,	narrator	criticism	began	to	take	place	for	the	first	time	due	to	the	fraught	politcal	situation,	and	hadith	critics	begin	to	classify	narrators	as	those	which	were	reliable,	Ahl	al-ilm	(people	of
knowledge)	and	those	who	were	not,	Ahl	al-bida	(people	of	innovation).Today,	some	may	use	this	to	criticize	collections	of	hadith,	labeling	them	as	unreliable	or	less	significant	compared	to	the	Quran.	However,	this	critique	exposes	modern	Western	academias	backward	projections	on	the	treatment	of	religious	scripture.	The	early	Islamic	community
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life	of	Muhammad	and	early	Islamic	history	passed	down	orally	and	written	for	over	a	century	after	his	death	in	632.	According	to	Muslims,	collecting	hadith	or	sayings	by	or	about	Muhammad	was	a	thorough	process	that	began	right	at	the	time	of	Muhammad.In	pre-Islamic	Arabia,	memorization	was	primarily	used	to	convey	information	among
Arabs.	Writing	existed	but	was	rare;	only	a	few	could	read	or	write	during	Muhammad's	era.	In	Islamic	literature,	there	are	mentions	of	prophetic	narrations	being	transcribed	systematically	later	on	due	to	societal	needs	and	changes	in	religious	practices.The	history	of	hadith	literature	spans	from	its	beginning	in	the	7th	century	up	to	the	present
day.The	ability	to	memorize	and	write	was	not	a	common	trait	among	the	majority	of	the	companions	of	the	Prophet	Muhammad.	This	is	evident	from	the	hadith	that	prohibited	writing	down	the	Quran	without	permission,	as	they	were	prone	to	making	errors	while	writing.	The	prohibition	was	also	intended	to	prevent	the	mixing	up	of	different
texts.However,	there	are	hadiths	that	suggest	the	permissibility	of	writing	down	hadith,	and	some	narrators,	such	as	Abd	Allah	ibn	'Amr,	wrote	down	everything	they	heard	from	the	Prophet.	Another	example	is	Abu	Shah,	who	asked	Muhammad	to	write	down	his	words	during	a	sermon,	and	Muhammad	complied.The	post-prophetic	period	saw	a	need
for	systematic	collection	and	compilation	of	hadith.	Umar	ibn	al-Khattab	was	instrumental	in	establishing	this	process,	but	he	was	cautious	about	accepting	forged	hadiths	due	to	the	fear	of	heresy.	The	Abbasid	dynasty,	which	seized	power	after	a	civil	war,	encouraged	Muslims	to	write	down	hadith,	leading	to	the	development	of	a	vast	collection	of
books.Ibn	Shihab	al-Zuhri	is	credited	with	being	the	first	to	compile	hadith	at	Umar	ibn	AbdulAziz's	order,	marking	the	beginning	of	systematic	collection.	This	process	resulted	in	a	proliferation	of	books	on	hadith,	which	has	been	beneficial	for	the	Islamic	community.The	legacy	of	hadith	compilation	in	Islam	spans	centuries,	with	the	final	Caliph,	Al-
Mutawakkil	III	(15081517),	marking	the	end	of	an	era.	Historians	claim	that	hadith	collection	and	evaluation	continued	unabated	during	the	Umayyad	period,	largely	relying	on	oral	transmission	from	early	Muslims	to	later	collectors	or	teachers	to	students.	The	Abbasid	scholars	faced	a	vast,	disorganized	corpus	of	traditions,	with	many	contradicting
each	other,	as	they	attempted	to	discern	authentic	narrations	from	invented	ones	for	political	or	theological	purposes.	To	address	this	challenge,	scholars	employed	various	techniques	in	hadith	studies.###ARTICLEThe	compilation	of	the	Prophet's	sayings	and	actions,	known	as	Hadith,	was	a	crucial	task	to	preserve	the	teachings	of	Islam.	Abdullah
ibn	Maslamah	is	believed	to	have	written	down	many	of	the	Prophet's	sayings,	which	he	referred	to	as	Sahifah	Sadiqa	(The	Book	of	Truth).	Anas	ibn	Malik,	a	young	attendant	of	the	Prophet,	also	wrote	down	the	Hadith	on	scrolls	and	claimed	that	he	had	read	them	back	to	the	Prophet	to	correct	any	mistakes.Ali	ibn	Abi	Talib,	a	scribe	of	the	Prophet,
was	tasked	with	writing	down	important	documents,	including	official	letters,	missionary	letters,	treaties	of	peace,	and	alliance	documents.	The	Prophet's	Sahifa,	which	dealt	with	zakat	(charity)	and	taxes,	was	also	written	by	Ali.	These	documents	were	later	incorporated	into	larger	collections	of	Hadith.The	interest	in	preserving	Hadith	literature
increased	after	the	death	of	the	Prophet,	as	the	Companions	who	knew	the	Hadith	at	first	hand	began	to	pass	away.	Converts	also	showed	great	eagerness	to	learn	about	the	traditions,	leading	to	the	establishment	of	centers	for	learning	and	tradition	collection.	The	disciples	of	these	Companions	would	travel	to	collect	more	traditions	from	different
sources.The	Age	of	Tabiun	(101-200	A.H.)	saw	a	significant	increase	in	compilation	work.	Mohammed	ibn	Shihab	Al	Zuhri	was	one	of	the	first	regular	compilers	of	Hadith,	tasked	by	Umar	ibn	Abdul	Aziz	to	prepare	a	collection	of	all	available	traditions.	Other	notable	compilers	included	Abu	Bakr	Al-Hazm	and	Imam	Malik,	who	compiled	the	famous
work,	Al	Muwatta.The	Third	Age	of	Tabiun	(200-300	A.H.)	was	marked	by	great	scrutiny	in	authenticating	the	Hadith.	Scholars	used	elaborate	rules	and	canons	to	distinguish	between	true	and	false	traditions,	paying	particular	attention	to	the	recorded	chains	of	witnesses.	Traditions	were	categorized	into	three	general	categories:	sahih	(sound),
hasan	(good),	and	dhaif	(weak).	This	period	saw	the	compilation	of	six	standard	works	on	Hadith,	known	as	the	Si'ah-e-Sittah.The	Isnad	system,	which	records	hadith	and	criticizes	its	authenticity,	has	been	a	cornerstone	of	Islamic	scholarship	for	centuries.	As	Abdullah	Ibn	Al-Mubarak	said,	"If	it	were	not	for	the	Isnad,	any	person	would	say	what	they
wanted."	This	phrase	encapsulates	the	importance	of	verifying	the	chain	of	transmission	in	order	to	accurately	attribute	statements,	deeds,	or	approvals	to	the	Prophet	Muhammad	(peace	be	upon	him).	The	Isnad	system	has	given	Muslims	confidence	in	their	faith	and	has	played	a	crucial	role	in	preserving	the	authentic	teachings	of	the	Prophet.by
Marzuqa	Karima,	a	graduate	of	Ebrahim	College	with	expertise	in	Dawra	Al-Hadith,	exploring	the	evolution	of	hadith	transmission	and	criticism.
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