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Have	you	ever	wondered	why	anointing	is	such	a	significant	act	in	the	Bible?	It’s	more	than	just	applying	oil;	it	carries	deep	spiritual	meaning	and	purpose.	You	might	have	seen	it	in	church	or	heard	about	it	in	sermons,	but	understanding	its	true	essence	can	really	enrich	your	faith.	Anointing	symbolizes	God’s	blessing,	empowerment,	and	healing.	It’s
a	practice	that	connects	believers	with	divine	purpose	and	community.	In	this	article,	you’ll	explore	the	biblical	meaning	of	anointing,	how	it’s	been	used	throughout	scripture,	and	what	it	means	for	your	life	today.	By	the	end,	you’ll	have	a	clearer	picture	of	this	powerful	act	and	how	it	can	impact	your	spiritual	journey.	Significance	of	Anointing:
Anointing	is	a	powerful	biblical	act	that	symbolizes	God’s	blessing,	healing,	and	divine	empowerment	for	individuals	and	communities.	Historical	Context:	Anointing	has	roots	in	ancient	cultures,	serving	roles	of	blessing,	purification,	and	divine	authority,	which	informs	its	biblical	significance.	Old	and	New	Testament	Roles:	In	the	Old	Testament,
anointing	marked	the	selection	of	prophets,	priests,	and	kings,	while	in	the	New	Testament,	it	signifies	the	Holy	Spirit’s	work,	especially	in	Jesus	as	the	Anointed	One.	Types	of	Anointing:	The	Bible	outlines	distinct	types	of	anointing,	including	those	for	kings,	prophets,	and	priests,	each	reflecting	a	unique	aspect	of	God’s	purpose	and	authority.
Spiritual	Implications:	Anointing	represents	not	only	healing	and	restoration	but	also	empowerment	for	service,	encouraging	believers	to	engage	in	roles	that	fulfill	God’s	calling.	Personal	Practices:	Engaging	in	personal	or	community	anointing	rituals	can	deepen	one’s	faith	and	connection	to	God,	providing	spiritual	support	and	guidance.	Anointing
in	the	Bible	carries	significant	spiritual	weight.	It	symbolizes	God’s	blessing,	empowerment,	and	healing	for	individuals	and	communities.	Often	connected	to	the	act	of	applying	oil,	it	signifies	the	setting	apart	of	someone	for	a	sacred	purpose.	Old	Testament	Usage	Anointing	frequently	appears	in	the	Old	Testament.	Prophets,	priests,	and	kings
received	anointing	as	a	sign	of	God’s	selection.	For	example,	Samuel	anointed	Saul	and	later	David	as	kings	of	Israel,	marking	their	divine	appointment	(1	Samuel	10:1,	1	Samuel	16:13).	New	Testament	Significance	In	the	New	Testament,	anointing	shifts	to	symbolize	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Jesus,	often	described	as	the	Anointed	One,	exemplifies
the	fulfillment	of	God’s	promise.	His	anointing	signifies	the	beginning	of	His	ministry	(Luke	4:18).	Empowerment	Anointing	provides	believers	with	divine	empowerment.	This	is	evident	in	acts	of	service	and	leadership	within	the	church.	You	receive	strength	and	guidance	through	the	Spirit,	enabling	you	to	fulfill	your	calling.	Healing	Anointing	is	also
associated	with	healing.	In	James	5:14,	believers	are	encouraged	to	anoint	the	sick	with	oil	for	restoration.	This	act	demonstrates	faith	in	God’s	ability	to	heal	and	emphasizes	community	support.	Covenant	Confirmation	Anointing	acts	as	a	confirmation	of	God’s	covenant.	It	signifies	that	you	are	marked	by	God,	belonging	to	Him.	This	assurance	fosters
deeper	trust	and	commitment	in	your	faith	journey.	Personal	Anointing	Practices	You	may	consider	using	anointing	oil	during	prayer.	Apply	it	on	yourself	or	others,	symbolizing	a	request	for	God’s	guidance,	healing,	or	empowerment.	Community	Anointing	Services	Participate	in	or	organize	anointing	services	within	your	community.	These	gatherings
create	a	supportive	atmosphere	where	believers	seek	God’s	intervention	collaboratively.	Spiritual	Reflection	Reflect	regularly	on	the	significance	of	being	anointed.	Recognize	how	God	has	empowered	you	for	specific	tasks	or	roles	in	your	life.	This	awareness	can	strengthen	your	spiritual	journey.	By	understanding	the	biblical	meaning	of	anointing,
you	gain	clarity	on	its	relevance	today	and	the	profound	impact	it	can	have	on	your	faith.	Anointing	carries	historical	significance	in	biblical	texts,	symbolizing	empowerment,	authority,	and	divine	favor.	Understanding	its	roots	enhances	appreciation	for	its	spiritual	meaning.	Anointing	existed	in	various	ancient	cultures,	serving	as	a	ritual	for	blessing,
healing,	and	purification.	Egyptians	used	scented	oils	to	anoint	pharaohs,	signifying	their	divine	right	to	rule.	Similarly,	Greeks	applied	oils	during	athletic	competitions	to	honor	victors,	symbolizing	strength	and	success.	These	practices	laid	a	foundation	for	the	biblical	understanding	of	anointing.	In	Hebrew	Scriptures,	anointing	signifies	God’s
selection	of	leaders	and	prophets.	For	instance,	Saul	and	David	were	anointed	by	the	prophet	Samuel	to	become	kings	of	Israel	(1	Samuel	10:1;	1	Samuel	16:13).	Anointing	with	oil	represented	the	Holy	Spirit’s	presence,	empowering	individuals	for	God’s	service.	Additionally,	priests	were	consecrated	through	anointing	(Exodus	30:30),	underscoring
their	role	in	mediating	between	God	and	the	people.	Each	instance	illustrates	the	deep	spiritual	connection	between	anointing	and	divine	authority.	Anointing	in	the	Bible	occurs	in	various	contexts,	each	reflecting	distinct	aspects	of	God’s	purpose	and	presence.	The	types	of	anointing	serve	to	empower,	designate,	and	sanctify	individuals	for	specific
roles.	Anointing	of	kings	signifies	God’s	choice	for	leadership.	Instances	include	the	anointing	of	Saul	and	David	as	the	first	kings	of	Israel.	In	1	Samuel	10:1,	Samuel	pours	oil	on	Saul’s	head,	marking	him	as	king.	Similarly,	in	1	Samuel	16:13,	David	receives	anointing	from	Samuel,	indicating	God’s	favor	and	empowerment	for	his	future	role.	This
practice	illustrates	royal	authority	and	God’s	guidance	in	governance.	Anointing	of	prophets	represents	divine	empowerment	for	prophetic	ministry.	For	example,	in	1	Kings	19:16,	God	commands	Elijah	to	anoint	Elisha	as	a	prophet.	This	act	signifies	the	passing	of	the	prophetic	mantle	and	divine	approval	of	Elisha’s	mission.	Prophetic	anointing
affirms	God’s	voice	and	purpose	through	chosen	individuals,	equipping	them	to	deliver	His	messages.	Anointing	of	priests	serves	to	consecrate	individuals	for	sacred	duties.	In	Exodus	28:41,	God	instructs	Moses	to	anoint	Aaron	and	his	sons	to	serve	as	priests.	This	anointing	designates	them	for	roles	in	worship	and	sacrificial	service,	emphasizing	the
importance	of	holiness	and	mediation	between	God	and	the	people.	The	oil	used	in	this	anointing	symbolizes	the	presence	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	enabling	priests	to	fulfill	their	responsibilities	effectively.	Anointing	holds	significant	spiritual	implications	in	biblical	contexts.	It	embodies	God’s	blessing	and	empowerment	for	individuals	and	communities.
Anointing	frequently	represents	healing	and	restoration	in	the	Bible.	The	act	itself	reflects	the	divine	touch	intended	to	mend	physical,	emotional,	and	spiritual	wounds.	For	example,	James	5:14-15	instructs	believers	to	call	elders	to	anoint	the	sick	with	oil	for	healing.	This	ritual	emphasizes	faith	in	God’s	power	to	heal.	Additionally,	outside	of	physical
healing,	anointing	symbolizes	spiritual	restoration,	drawing	individuals	closer	to	God.	When	you	seek	healing	through	anointing,	trust	in	God’s	presence	to	bring	wholeness	and	peace.	Anointing	also	serves	as	a	powerful	symbol	of	empowerment	for	service.	In	the	Old	Testament,	figures	like	Saul	and	David	were	anointed	to	lead	God’s	people,	receiving
divine	strength	to	fulfill	their	roles.	In	the	New	Testament,	Jesus’s	baptism	serves	as	an	anointing	moment,	marking	the	start	of	his	ministry.	Through	anointing,	you	receive	the	Holy	Spirit’s	empowerment	to	serve	your	community	and	fulfill	your	calling.	Embrace	the	practice	by	seeking	guidance,	whether	in	personal	prayer	or	communal	worship,	and
step	into	the	roles	God	has	prepared	for	you.	Anointing	carries	a	rich	biblical	meaning	that	goes	beyond	mere	ritual.	It’s	about	experiencing	God’s	presence	and	empowerment	in	your	life.	Whether	you	seek	guidance	healing	or	a	deeper	connection	with	your	purpose	anointing	serves	as	a	reminder	of	God’s	faithfulness	and	love.	As	you	reflect	on	the
significance	of	anointing	remember	that	it’s	an	invitation	to	embrace	your	own	journey	of	faith.	Allow	this	sacred	act	to	inspire	you	to	seek	God’s	empowerment	and	to	serve	others	with	the	gifts	He’s	given	you.	Embrace	the	anointing	in	your	life	and	watch	how	it	transforms	your	spiritual	walk.	Anointing	in	the	Bible	symbolizes	God’s	blessing,
empowerment,	and	healing.	It	represents	divine	favor	and	authority,	signifying	the	chosen	role	of	individuals	as	leaders,	prophets,	or	priests.	Anointing	serves	as	a	symbol	of	both	physical	and	spiritual	healing.	It	is	a	demonstration	of	faith	in	God’s	power	to	restore	and	provide	wholeness	and	peace	to	individuals	and	communities.	Key	figures	include
Saul,	David,	and	Jesus.	Each	was	anointed	for	specific	purposes:	Saul	and	David	as	kings	and	Jesus	for	His	prophetic	ministry	and	sacrificial	role.	Anointing	empowers	individuals	to	fulfill	their	God-given	roles,	enhancing	their	ability	to	serve	and	lead	in	various	ministries,	as	seen	in	historical	biblical	contexts.	Yes,	anointing	can	be	embraced	in	modern
spiritual	experiences	through	personal	prayer	and	communal	worship,	providing	guidance,	support,	and	empowerment	in	one’s	faith	journey.	Answer	In	the	Bible,	anointing	with	oil	is	performed	in	religious	ceremonies	and	used	for	grooming	(Ruth	3:3;	Matthew	6:17),	refreshment	(Luke	7:46),	medicinal	treatments	(Luke	10:34),	and	burial	traditions
(Mark	16:1).	Ceremonial	anointing	in	the	Old	Testament	was	a	physical	act	involving	the	smearing,	rubbing,	or	pouring	of	sacred	oil	on	someone’s	head	(or	on	an	object)	as	an	outward	symbol	that	God	had	chosen	and	set	apart	the	person	(or	object)	for	a	specific	holy	purpose.	The	Hebrew	term	mashach	meant	“to	anoint	or	smear	with	oil.”	The	oil
used	for	religious	anointing	was	carefully	blended	with	fine	spices	according	to	a	specific	formula	prescribed	by	the	Lord	(Exodus	30:22–32).	Using	this	oil	for	any	other	purpose	was	a	serious	offense	carrying	the	penalty	of	being	“cut	off”	from	the	community	(Exodus	30:33).	Kings,	priests,	and	prophets	were	anointed	outwardly	with	oil	to	symbolize	a
more	profound	spiritual	reality—that	God’s	presence	was	with	them	and	His	favor	was	upon	them	(Psalm	20:6;	28:8).	While	David	was	still	a	young	shepherd,	God	told	Samuel	to	anoint	him	to	become	king	over	Israel	(1	Samuel	16:3).	From	that	day	forward,	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	rested	powerfully	upon	David’s	life	(1	Samuel	16:13;	Psalm	89:20).
Centuries	before	David’s	time,	the	Lord	had	instructed	Moses	to	consecrate	Aaron	and	his	sons	to	serve	as	priests	(Exodus	28:41;	30:30;	Leviticus	8:30;	10:7).	God	authenticated	their	priestly	ministry	with	the	fiery	glory	of	His	presence	that	consumed	their	offerings.	Holy	items,	including	the	tabernacle	itself,	were	also	set	apart	or	consecrated	by
anointing	for	use	in	worship	and	sacrificial	ceremonies	(Genesis	28:18;	Exodus	30:26–29;	40:9–11).	The	Bible	contains	a	literal	reference	to	a	prophet’s	anointing	when	the	Lord	commanded	Elijah	to	anoint	Elisha	as	the	prophet	to	succeed	him	(1	Kings	19:16).	It	also	includes	metaphorical	references	to	anointing	to	indicate	that	prophets	were
empowered	and	protected	by	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	to	perform	their	calling	(1	Chronicles	16:22;	Psalm	105:15).	Anointing	the	head	with	oil	was	also	an	ancient	custom	of	hospitality	shown	to	honored	guests.	In	Psalm	23:5,	King	David	pictures	himself	as	an	esteemed	guest	at	the	Lord’s	table.	This	practice	of	anointing	a	dinner	guest	with	oil	reappears
in	the	Gospels	(Luke	7:46;	Mark	14:3–9;	John	12:3).	In	the	New	Testament,	Jesus	Christ	reveals	Himself	as	our	anointed	King,	Priest,	and	Prophet.	He	is	God’s	Holy	and	chosen	Son,	the	Messiah.	In	fact,	Messiah,	which	literally	means	“anointed	one,”	is	derived	from	the	Hebrew	word	for	“anointed.”	Christ	(Gr.	Christos)	means	“the	anointed	one.”	Jesus
declared	at	the	launch	of	His	ministry,	“The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is	on	me,	because	he	has	anointed	me	to	proclaim	good	news	to	the	poor	.	.	.	to	proclaim	freedom	for	the	prisoners	and	recovery	of	sight	for	the	blind,	to	set	the	oppressed	free”	(Luke	4:18;	cf.	Isaiah	61:1).	Jesus	Christ	fulfilled	Old	Testament	prophecy	as	the	Anointed	One,	the	chosen
Messiah	(Luke	4:21).	He	proved	His	anointing	through	the	miracles	He	performed	and	the	life	He	sacrificed	as	Savior	of	the	world	(Acts	10:38).	There	is	also	a	sense	in	which	Christians	today	are	anointed.	Through	Jesus	Christ,	believers	receive	“an	anointing	from	the	Holy	One”	(1	John	2:20).	This	anointing	is	not	expressed	in	an	outward	ceremony
but	through	sharing	in	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit	(Romans	8:11).	At	the	moment	of	salvation,	believers	are	indwelt	by	the	Holy	Spirit	and	joined	to	Christ,	the	Anointed	One.	As	a	result,	we	partake	of	His	anointing	(2	Corinthians	1:21–22).	According	to	one	scholar,	this	anointing	“expresses	the	sanctifying	influences	of	the	Holy	Spirit	upon	Christians
who	are	priests	and	kings	unto	God”	(Smith,	W.,	“Anointing,”	Smith’s	Bible	Dictionary,	revised	ed.,	Thomas	Nelson,	2004).	The	New	Testament	also	associates	anointing	oil	with	healing	and	prayer.	When	Jesus	sent	out	the	disciples	to	preach	the	gospel,	“they	cast	out	many	demons	and	healed	many	sick	people,	anointing	them	with	olive	oil”	(Mark
6:13,	NLT).	James	instructs	believers	to	“call	the	elders	of	the	church	to	pray	over	them”	when	they	are	sick	“and	anoint	them	with	oil	in	the	name	of	the	Lord”	for	healing	(James	5:14).	Those	in	Charismatic	religious	circles	speak	of	“the	anointing”	as	something	Christians	can	and	should	be	seeking.	It	is	common	for	them	to	speak	of	“anointed”
preachers,	sermons,	ministries,	songs,	etc.,	and	to	advise	others	to	“unlock	their	anointing”	or	“walk	in	the	anointing.”	The	idea	is	that	the	anointing	is	an	outpouring	of	God’s	power	to	accomplish	a	task	through	the	anointed	one.	Charismatics	claim	there	are	corporate	anointings	as	well	as	various	types	of	individual	anointings:	the	five-fold	anointing;
the	apostolic	anointing;	and,	for	women,	the	Ruth	anointing,	the	Deborah	anointing,	the	Anna	anointing,	etc.	Some	even	speak	of	a	“Davidic	anointing”	upon	musical	instruments—“anointed”	instruments	are	played	by	God	Himself	to	drive	away	demons	and	take	worship	to	a	higher	level	than	ever	before.	Special	anointings	are	said	to	allow	a	person	to
use	his	spiritual	gift	to	a	“higher	degree.”	Charismatics	say	that	special	anointings	are	received	by	“releasing	one’s	faith.”	Much	of	the	Charismatic	teaching	on	the	anointing	goes	beyond	what	Scripture	says.	In	their	hunger	for	signs	and	wonders,	many	Charismatics	seek	new	and	ever	more	titillating	experiences,	and	that	requires	more	outpourings,
more	spiritual	baptisms,	and	more	anointings.	But	the	Bible	points	to	one	anointing	of	the	Spirit,	just	as	it	points	to	one	baptism:	“As	for	you,	the	anointing	you	received	from	him	remains	in	you”	(1	John	2:27;	see	also	2	Timothy	1:14).	This	same	passage	also	refutes	another	misconception,	viz.,	that	Satan	can	somehow	“steal”	a	believer’s	anointing.
We	don’t	need	to	worry	about	losing	the	anointing	we	received	because	Scripture	says	it	remains.	Another	aberrant	teaching	concerning	the	anointing	of	the	Spirit	is	the	“Mimshach	anointing.”	Mimshach	is	a	Hebrew	word	related	to	mashach	(“anoint”)	and	found	only	in	Ezekiel	28:14,	where	the	anointing	is	said	to	“cover”	(NKJV)	or	“cover	and
protect”	(AMP).	According	to	some,	the	Mimshach	anointing	(which	was	bestowed	on	Lucifer	before	his	fall)	is	available	now	to	believers.	Receiving	this	anointing	will	cause	everything	one	touches	to	increase	or	expand,	and	the	anointed	one	will	experience	greater	levels	of	success,	material	gain,	health,	and	power.	Rather	than	chase	after	a	new
anointing,	believers	should	remember	they	already	have	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	Spirit	is	not	given	in	part,	He	does	not	come	in	portions	or	doses,	and	He	is	not	taken	away.	We	have	the	promise	that	“his	divine	power	has	given	us	everything	we	need	for	a	godly	life	through	our	knowledge	of	him	who	called	us	by	his	own	glory	and	goodness”	(2
Peter	1:3).	The	Spirit	of	the	Sovereign	Lord	is	on	me,	because	the	Lord	has	anointed	me	to	proclaim	good	news	to	the	poor.	He	has	sent	me	to	bind	up	the	brokenhearted,	to	proclaim	freedom	for	the	captives	and	release	from	darkness	for	the	prisoners,	–	Isaiah	61:1	As	we	look	into	the	topic	of	anointing,	we	see	it	as	a	powerful	act	in	the	Bible.
Anointing	symbolizes	God’s	presence	and	empowerment	in	our	lives.	It	is	not	just	a	physical	act	but	a	deep	spiritual	meaning.	We,	as	believers,	are	reminded	that	anointing	sets	us	apart	for	a	divine	purpose.	When	we	receive	God’s	anointing,	we	are	equipped	to	serve	Him	and	fulfill	His	calling	in	our	lives.	It’s	an	invitation	into	a	deeper	relationship
where	He	empowers	us	with	the	strength	and	guidance	we	need.	Our	anointing	may	not	look	the	same	as	that	of	leaders	in	the	Bible,	but	each	of	us	is	called	to	proclaim	His	Word,	act	in	faith,	and	spread	His	love	in	various	forms.	Together,	we	can	recognize	how	God	uses	us	uniquely	through	His	anointing.	1	John	2:20	But	you	have	an	anointing	from
the	Holy	One,	and	all	of	you	know	the	truth.	–	1	John	2:20	James	5:14	Is	anyone	among	you	sick?	Let	them	call	the	elders	of	the	church	to	pray	over	them	and	anoint	them	with	oil	in	the	name	of	the	Lord.	–	James	5:14	Psalm	23:5	You	prepare	a	table	before	me	in	the	presence	of	my	enemies.	You	anoint	my	head	with	oil;	my	cup	overflows.	–	Psalm	23:5
Mark	6:13	They	drove	out	many	demons	and	anointed	many	sick	people	with	oil	and	healed	them.	–	Mark	6:13	Acts	10:38	How	God	anointed	Jesus	of	Nazareth	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	power,	and	how	he	went	around	doing	good	and	healing	all	who	were	under	the	power	of	the	devil,	because	God	was	with	him.	–	Acts	10:38	Anointing	in	Worship	In	our
collective	worship,	anointing	can	be	a	profound	expression	of	our	love	and	reverence	for	God.	When	we	come	together	in	praise,	we	are	invited	to	lift	each	other	up	in	prayer	and	anoint	those	in	need.	This	speaks	to	the	bond	we	share	as	a	community,	highlighting	our	role	in	carrying	each	other’s	burdens.	When	we	anoint	during	worship,	it	reminds	us
of	the	sacredness	of	togetherness	and	God’s	healing	touch	in	our	lives.	This	sacred	act	signifies	that	we	are	not	on	our	own	in	our	struggles;	the	Holy	Spirit	is	with	us,	anointing	us	with	hope	and	courage	as	we	journey	through	life	together.	Psalm	92:10	You	have	exalted	my	horn	like	that	of	a	wild	ox;	fine	oils	have	been	poured	on	me.	–	Psalm	92:10	2
Corinthians	1:21	Now	it	is	God	who	establishes	both	us	and	you	in	Christ.	He	anointed	us,	–	2	Corinthians	1:21	Matthew	26:7	A	woman	came	to	him	with	an	alabaster	jar	of	very	expensive	perfume,	which	she	poured	on	his	head	as	he	was	reclining	at	the	table.	–	Matthew	26:7	Luke	4:18	The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is	on	me,	because	he	has	anointed	me	to
proclaim	good	news	to	the	poor.	He	has	sent	me	to	proclaim	freedom	for	the	prisoners	and	recovery	of	sight	for	the	blind,	to	set	the	oppressed	free.	–	Luke	4:18	Hebrews	1:9	You	have	loved	righteousness	and	hated	wickedness;	therefore	God,	your	God,	has	set	you	above	your	companions	by	anointing	you	with	the	oil	of	joy.	–	Hebrews	1:9	Anointing
for	Healing	As	we	explore	the	topic	of	healing,	we	see	that	anointing	plays	a	vital	part	in	this	process.	Throughout	the	Bible,	we	learn	that	anointing	oil	symbolizes	God’s	healing	power	and	that	it	is	often	used	as	a	means	of	seeking	divine	intervention.	We,	together,	understand	that	healing	can	be	both	physical	and	spiritual.	When	we	come	together	to
pray	for	one	another,	anointing	with	oil	represents	our	faith	in	God’s	ability	to	heal.	By	acknowledging	His	anointing	in	our	lives,	we	recognize	that	we	are	never	alone	in	our	struggles.	Our	prayers	can	uplift	those	around	us,	empowering	them	with	renewed	strength	and	hope	through	the	love	and	compassion	of	God.	Mark	16:18	They	will	pick	up
snakes	with	their	hands;	and	when	they	drink	deadly	poison,	it	will	not	hurt	them	at	all;	they	will	place	their	hands	on	sick	people,	and	they	will	get	well.	–	Mark	16:18	Exodus	30:25	And	make	these	into	a	sacred	anointing	oil,	the	perfumed	ointment,	the	work	of	a	perfumer;	it	will	be	the	sacred	anointing	oil.	–	Exodus	30:25	1	Timothy	5:23	Stop
drinking	only	water,	and	use	a	little	wine	because	of	your	stomach	and	your	frequent	illnesses.	–	1	Timothy	5:23	Luke	7:46	You	did	not	put	oil	on	my	head,	but	she	has	poured	perfume	on	my	feet.	–	Luke	7:46	James	5:15	And	the	prayer	offered	in	faith	will	make	the	sick	person	well;	the	Lord	will	raise	them	up.	If	they	have	sinned,	they	will	be	forgiven.
–	James	5:15	Anointing	in	Leadership	Leadership	within	our	faith	community	is	often	marked	by	anointing,	representing	God’s	selection	and	empowerment	of	individuals	for	specific	tasks.	Anointing	confirms	that	leaders	are	chosen	to	shepherd	their	communities,	providing	guidance	and	wisdom	rooted	in	God’s	Word.	As	we	look	ahead,	we,	as	a	group,
can	appreciate	that	true	leadership	involves	service	and	humility,	always	seeking	to	honor	God	in	our	actions.	When	we	acknowledge	the	anointing	on	leaders	within	the	church,	we	recognize	the	responsibility	they	bear	and	commit	to	supporting	them	through	prayer	and	encouragement.	Together,	we	can	foster	a	culture	of	respect	and	love	that
mirrors	the	heart	of	God.	1	Samuel	16:12	So	he	sent	for	him	and	had	him	brought	in.	He	was	glowing	with	health	and	had	a	fine	appearance	and	handsome	features.	Then	the	Lord	said,	“Rise	and	anoint	him;	this	is	the	one.”	–	1	Samuel	16:12	1	Kings	19:16	Also,	anoint	Jehu	son	of	Nimshi	king	over	Israel;	and	anoint	Elisha	son	of	Shaphat	from	Abel
Meholah	to	succeed	you	as	prophet.	–	1	Kings	19:16	2	Samuel	5:3	When	all	the	elders	of	Israel	had	come	to	King	David	at	Hebron,	the	king	made	a	covenant	with	them	at	Hebron	before	the	Lord,	and	they	anointed	David	king	over	Israel.	–	2	Samuel	5:3	Acts	13:22	After	removing	Saul,	he	made	David	their	king.	God	testified	concerning	him:	“I	have
found	David	son	of	Jesse	a	man	after	my	own	heart;	he	will	do	everything	I	want	him	to	do.”	–	Acts	13:22	Exodus	28:41	After	you	put	these	clothes	on	your	brother	Aaron	and	his	sons,	anoint	and	ordain	them.	Consecrate	them	so	they	may	serve	me	as	priests.	–	Exodus	28:41	Anointing	and	God’s	Promises	The	anointing	of	God	ties	closely	to	His	faithful
promises	throughout	the	Bible.	Each	promise	signifies	God’s	unchanging	nature	and	His	commitment	to	us.	Together,	we	can	rejoice	knowing	that	He	anoints	us	to	fulfill	His	promises	of	protection,	guidance,	and	provision.	We	discover	comfort	in	these	assurances	as	we	remember	His	everlasting	presence	in	our	lives.	With	every	anointing,	we	take	a
step	forward	in	our	faith	journey,	knowing	that	God	equips	and	empowers	us	to	hold	fast	to	His	promises.	United	in	faith,	we	can	encourage	each	other	to	stand	firmly	on	these	promises,	trusting	that	our	anointing	brings	us	closer	to	His	intended	purpose	for	our	lives.	Psalm	105:15	Do	not	touch	my	anointed	ones;	do	my	prophets	no	harm.	–	Psalm
105:15	Isaiah	62:1	For	Zion’s	sake	I	will	not	keep	silent,	for	Jerusalem’s	sake	I	will	not	remain	quiet,	till	her	vindication	shines	out	like	the	dawn,	her	salvation	like	a	blazing	torch.	–	Isaiah	62:1	2	Samuel	22:51	He	is	a	tower	of	salvation	for	his	king	and	shows	unfailing	kindness	to	his	anointed,	to	David	and	his	descendants	forever.	–	2	Samuel	22:51
Micah	5:4	He	will	stand	and	shepherd	his	flock	in	the	strength	of	the	Lord,	in	the	majesty	of	the	name	of	the	Lord	his	God.	And	they	will	live	securely,	for	then	his	greatness	will	reach	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.	–	Micah	5:4	Acts	3:26	When	God	raised	up	his	servant,	he	sent	him	first	to	you	to	bless	you	by	turning	each	of	you	from	your	wicked	ways.	–
Acts	3:26	Anointing	and	Obedience	Embracing	anointing	requires	open	hearts	in	obedience	to	God.	When	we	accept	His	anointing,	we	are	called	to	respond	to	His	voice	and	follow	His	will	for	our	lives.	Trusting	in	the	anointing	compels	us	to	act	with	purpose	and	commitment,	aiming	to	reflect	Christ’s	love	in	everything	we	do.	It	fosters	a	deeper
sense	of	responsibility	towards	one	another,	calling	us	to	live	lives	that	encourage	and	uplift	fellow	believers.	In	our	obedience,	we	can	witness	the	impact	of	God’s	anointing,	paving	the	way	for	transformation	and	growth	both	personally	and	in	our	communities.	Together,	we	forge	ahead,	confident	that	our	obedience	leads	to	greater	blessings
through	God’s	anointing.	1	Peter	2:9	But	you	are	a	chosen	people,	a	royal	priesthood,	a	holy	nation,	God’s	special	possession,	that	you	may	declare	the	praises	of	him	who	called	you	out	of	darkness	into	his	wonderful	light.	–	1	Peter	2:9	Isaiah	61:3	And	provide	for	those	who	grieve	in	Zion—to	bestow	on	them	a	crown	of	beauty	instead	of	ashes,	the	oil
of	joy	instead	of	mourning,	and	a	garment	of	praise	instead	of	a	spirit	of	despair.	They	will	be	called	oaks	of	righteousness,	a	planting	of	the	Lord	for	the	display	of	his	splendor.	–	Isaiah	61:3	Ruth	2:12	May	the	Lord	repay	you	for	what	you	have	done.	May	you	be	richly	rewarded	by	the	Lord,	the	God	of	Israel,	under	whose	wings	you	have	come	to	take
refuge.	–	Ruth	2:12	John	14:13	And	I	will	do	whatever	you	ask	in	my	name,	so	that	the	Father	may	be	glorified	in	the	Son.	–	John	14:13	Romans	12:1	Therefore,	I	urge	you,	brothers	and	sisters,	in	view	of	God’s	mercy,	to	offer	your	bodies	as	a	living	sacrifice,	holy	and	pleasing	to	God—this	is	your	true	and	proper	worship.	–	Romans	12:1	Final	Thoughts
As	we	reflect	on	the	topic	of	anointing,	we	realize	it	is	a	gift	from	God,	filled	with	purpose	and	meaning.	Together,	we	have	explored	its	significance	in	worship,	healing,	leadership,	and	obedience.	Anointing	is	not	just	a	single	event,	but	a	continuous	journey	that	calls	us	to	trust	in	God’s	plans	and	to	act	with	faith.	We	stand	united	in	our	commitment
to	encourage	one	another	in	our	anointing,	lifting	each	other	up	as	we	walk	this	path	together.	Let’s	continue	to	seek	the	Lord’s	anointing	in	our	lives,	reflecting	His	light	and	love	in	all	that	we	do.	For	those	interested,	feel	free	to	explore	more	topics	like	Exodus	30:22	and	Isaiah	61:2	to	deepen	your	understanding	of	God’s	promises	through	the	word.
What	is	the	meaning	of	being	anointed?Definition	and	Origin	of	AnointingAnointing	refers	to	the	ceremonial	act	of	pouring	or	smearing	oil	on	a	person	or	object,	symbolizing	consecration,	sanctification,	or	divine	empowerment.	In	ancient	Near	Eastern	cultures,	anointing	was	commonly	observed	in	royal	inaugurations,	religious	rituals,	and	even	in
daily	practices	involving	scented	oils.	Scriptural	references	to	anointing	underscore	the	vital	role	it	played	among	the	Israelites	and	in	the	early	Church.	This	practice	signifies	God’s	blessing,	spiritual	authority,	and	setting	apart	for	His	purposes.Anointing	in	the	Old	TestamentFrom	the	earliest	biblical	texts,	anointing	held	great	significance:1.
Consecration	of	Priests:	Exodus	28:41	describes	how	Aaron	and	his	sons	were	anointed	to	serve	as	priests:	“After	you	clothe	Aaron	and	his	sons	in	these	garments,	you	are	to	anoint	and	ordain	them	and	consecrate	them	to	serve	as	My	priests.”	This	established	the	precedent	that	anointing	conferred	a	sacred	status,	dedicating	individuals	to	the
service	of	God.2.	Selection	of	Kings:	A	notable	example	is	found	in	1	Samuel	16:13:	“So	Samuel	took	the	horn	of	oil	and	anointed	him	in	the	presence	of	his	brothers,	and	the	Spirit	of	the	LORD	rushed	upon	David	from	that	day	forward.”	Here,	David	was	chosen	and	set	apart	as	king,	and	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	came	upon	him	in	a	special	way	when	he
was	anointed.	This	account	highlights	the	close	connection	between	divine	calling	and	anointing.3.	Anointing	of	Prophets:	While	prophets	were	not	always	anointed	with	oil	in	the	same	way	kings	or	priests	were,	some	passages	indicate	that	God	ordained	prophets	through	His	Spirit.	In	1	Kings	19:16,	Elijah	is	instructed	to	anoint	Elisha,	showing	that
anointing	could	mark	prophetic	commissioning.Historical	and	Archaeological	ContextArchaeological	records	from	the	ancient	Near	East	provide	insights	into	the	cultural	environment	in	which	anointing	took	place.	Clay	tablets	from	Mesopotamia	mention	oils	used	in	religious	ceremonies,	aligning	with	biblical	accounts	of	holy	ointments.	These
artifacts	confirm	that	the	act	of	anointing	was	a	recognized	practice	across	multiple	regions.Discoveries,	such	as	certain	ancient	inscriptions	referencing	royal	enthronement	ceremonies,	mirror	the	scriptural	descriptions	of	anointing	kings.	These	finds	support	the	historical	reliability	of	Old	Testament	narratives	and	affirm	the	biblical	claim	that
anointing	was	regarded	as	a	high	honor,	commissioned	by	God.Spiritual	Symbolism	in	the	Old	TestamentBeyond	the	physical	act,	anointing	signified	spiritual	truths.	Psalm	23:5	declares,	“You	prepare	a	table	before	me	in	the	presence	of	my	enemies.	You	anoint	my	head	with	oil;	my	cup	overflows.”	This	verse	points	to	divine	favor,	protection,	and
abundant	provision.	Similarly,	the	sacrificial	system	in	Exodus,	coupled	with	the	holy	anointing	oil	in	Exodus	30:22-30,	illustrates	that	anointing	was	integrally	connected	with	holiness	and	dedication	to	God.Christ	as	the	Anointed	OneThe	term	“Messiah”	comes	from	the	Hebrew	word	for	“Anointed	One,”	and	the	title	“Christ”	has	its	roots	in	the	Greek
term	“Christos,”	which	also	means	“Anointed	One.”	The	New	Testament	emphasizes	Jesus’s	unique	anointing:1.	Prophetic	Fulfillment:	At	the	synagogue	in	Nazareth,	Jesus	quotes	Isaiah	61,	asserting	in	Luke	4:18:	“The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is	on	Me,	because	He	has	anointed	Me	to	preach	good	news	to	the	poor…”	This	announcement	underlines	that	He
was	specifically	sent	and	anointed	by	God	for	His	ministry.2.	Public	Recognition:	In	John	1:41,	Andrew	tells	Simon	Peter,	“We	have	found	the	Messiah”	(which	is	translated	as	Christ).	This	statement	acknowledges	Jesus	as	the	long-awaited	Anointed	One	who	fulfills	Old	Testament	prophecies.3.	Ultimate	Purpose:	Christ’s	anointing	ties	directly	to	His
redemptive	work.	Passages	such	as	Mark	14:3-9	record	the	anointing	of	Jesus	before	His	crucifixion,	prophetically	signifying	His	burial	and	sacrifice.	His	resurrection	affirms	both	His	identity	and	His	eternal	kingship.Anointing	in	the	Early	ChurchWith	the	resurrection	and	ascension	of	Christ,	the	New	Testament	Church	came	to	understand	anointing
primarily	in	spiritual	terms:1.	Anointing	by	the	Holy	Spirit:	Believers	are	said	to	receive	an	anointing	from	God	Himself.	In	2	Corinthians	1:21-22,	it	is	written,	“Now	it	is	God	who	establishes	both	us	and	you	in	Christ.	He	anointed	us,	placed	His	seal	on	us,	and	put	His	Spirit	in	our	hearts	as	a	pledge	of	what	is	to	come.”	This	underlines	God’s	action	in
setting	believers	apart	and	empowering	them	through	the	indwelling	Spirit.2.	Ongoing	Empowerment:	1	John	2:27	reminds	believers	that	“the	anointing	you	received	from	Him	remains	in	you,”	underscoring	that	God’s	presence	through	the	Spirit	provides	continuous	guidance	and	discernment.Purpose	and	Effects	of	Anointing	TodayIn	various
Christian	traditions,	anointing	continues	in	contexts	such	as	ordination,	ministry	commissioning,	or	praying	for	the	sick.	James	5:14	says,	“Is	any	one	of	you	sick?	He	should	call	the	elders	of	the	church	to	pray	over	him	and	anoint	him	with	oil	in	the	name	of	the	Lord.”	While	the	symbol	of	oil	remains,	the	core	belief	is	that	healing	and	empowerment
come	from	God	Himself.Many	personal	testimonies,	both	historical	and	modern,	recount	moments	of	divine	intervention	after	prayer	and	the	laying	on	of	hands	with	oil.	These	serve	as	anecdotes	supporting	the	ongoing	relevance	of	anointing	in	a	believer’s	life	and	point	to	God’s	continued	work	in	the	world.Practical	Implications	for
BelieversAnointing	offers:1.	Identification	and	Calling:	Recognizing	that	an	individual	is	set	apart	by	God.2.	Spiritual	Empowerment:	Suggesting	that	God’s	Spirit	acts	in	and	through	believers	to	accomplish	His	purposes.3.	Consecration	and	Devotion:	Encouraging	faithful	living	and	dedication	to	God’s	will.ConclusionBeing	anointed	in	the	Bible
combines	both	a	tangible	act-often	involving	oil-and	a	profound	spiritual	reality.	It	signifies	divine	calling,	equipping,	and	favor.	From	the	consecration	of	priests	and	the	crowning	of	kings	in	the	Old	Testament	to	the	empowerment	of	believers	through	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	New	Testament,	anointing	underscores	God’s	active	presence	and	ongoing
relationship	with	His	people.	The	practice	affirms	that	God	Himself	sets	individuals	apart	for	sacred	purposes,	and	through	His	Spirit,	He	continues	to	guide,	nurture,	and	work	miracles	in	the	lives	of	those	who	trust	Him.	Anointing	is	a	significant	term	in	the	Bible,	rich	with	spiritual	meaning	and	cultural	context.	To	fully	understand	the	biblical
meaning	of	anointing,	we	must	delve	into	its	symbolism,	historical	practices,	and	the	profound	implications	it	has	for	faith	and	everyday	life.		See	our	content	Anointing	is	derived	from	the	Hebrew	word	mashach,	which	means	"to	smear"	or	"to	rub	with	oil."	In	biblical	times,	anointing	with	oil	was	a	common	practice	that	symbolized	sanctification,
empowerment,	and	divine	approval.	The	act	of	anointing	serves	as	a	visual	representation	of	God’s	presence	and	blessing.	Anointing	in	the	Old	Testament	In	the	Old	Testament,	anointing	was	often	associated	with	the	consecration	of	kings,	priests,	and	prophets.	For	instance,	in	1	Samuel	16:13,	we	read	about	the	anointing	of	David:	"So	Samuel	took
the	horn	of	oil	and	anointed	him	in	the	midst	of	his	brothers;	and	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	came	upon	David	from	that	day	forward."	This	act	signified	God's	selection	of	David	as	the	future	king	of	Israel,	illustrating	that	anointing	marked	a	divine	calling	and	authority.	Cultural	Context	of	Anointing	In	ancient	Israel,	oil	was	considered	a	valuable	resource,
often	used	for	various	purposes,	including	cooking	and	lighting	lamps.	However,	its	use	in	religious	ceremonies	elevated	its	significance.	Anointing	oil	was	often	composed	of	a	mixture	of	olive	oil	and	spices,	making	it	a	fragrant	and	ceremonial	substance.	It	was	used	not	only	to	consecrate	individuals	but	also	to	signify	healing	and	restoration,	as	seen
in	James	5:14:	"Is	anyone	among	you	sick?	Let	him	call	for	the	elders	of	the	church,	and	let	them	pray	over	him,	anointing	him	with	oil	in	the	name	of	the	Lord."	Biblical	References	to	Anointing	The	biblical	meaning	of	anointing	extends	beyond	physical	oil;	it	embodies	the	empowerment	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	In	the	New	Testament,	we	see	the	ultimate
fulfillment	of	anointing	in	Jesus	Christ,	who	is	referred	to	as	"the	Anointed	One"	or	"Messiah."	In	Luke	4:18,	Jesus	declares,	"The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is	upon	me,	because	he	has	anointed	me	to	proclaim	good	news	to	the	poor."	Here,	anointing	signifies	Jesus'	divine	mission	to	bring	salvation	and	healing	to	humanity.	Anointing	and	Spiritual	Importance
Anointing	carries	a	profound	spiritual	importance	as	it	represents	God’s	presence,	favor,	and	empowerment	in	the	lives	of	believers.	When	someone	is	anointed,	it	symbolizes	being	set	apart	for	a	specific	purpose.	This	can	apply	to	leaders,	such	as	pastors	and	elders,	or	to	individuals	seeking	healing	and	restoration.	Moreover,	in	2	Corinthians	1:21-22,
Paul	writes,	"Now	it	is	God	who	makes	both	us	and	you	stand	firm	in	Christ.	He	anointed	us,	set	his	seal	of	ownership	on	us,	and	put	his	Spirit	in	our	hearts	as	a	deposit,	guaranteeing	what	is	to	come."	This	passage	highlights	that	every	believer	is	anointed	by	God,	receiving	the	Holy	Spirit	as	a	guarantee	of	their	faith	and	eternal	life.	The	Relevance	of
Anointing	in	Everyday	Life	Understanding	the	biblical	meaning	of	anointing	can	greatly	influence	how	we	practice	our	faith	today.	Anointing	is	not	merely	a	historical	or	ceremonial	act;	it	has	real	implications	for	our	spiritual	lives.	Anointing	for	Healing	and	Empowerment	In	our	daily	lives,	we	can	seek	anointing	for	various	aspects,	including	physical
healing,	emotional	restoration,	and	spiritual	empowerment.	When	we	pray	for	one	another,	we	can	symbolize	our	faith	in	God’s	ability	to	heal	and	restore	through	the	act	of	anointing	with	oil,	as	instructed	in	the	book	of	James.	Embracing	Our	Anointing	Recognizing	that	we	are	all	anointed	by	God	encourages	us	to	embrace	our	unique	callings	and
purposes.	Whether	we	are	called	to	serve	in	our	communities,	lead	in	our	churches,	or	simply	live	out	our	faith	in	everyday	interactions,	understanding	our	anointing	can	empower	us	to	act	boldly	and	with	purpose.	Conclusion	In	conclusion,	the	biblical	meaning	of	anointing	encapsulates	a	rich	tapestry	of	symbolism,	cultural	significance,	and	spiritual
depth.	It	serves	as	a	reminder	of	God’s	presence,	empowerment,	and	calling	in	our	lives.	By	embracing	the	concept	of	anointing,	we	can	cultivate	a	deeper	understanding	of	our	faith,	recognize	our	divine	purpose,	and	experience	the	transformative	power	of	God	in	our	everyday	lives.	The	anointing	is	not	just	for	pastors,	prophets,	or	church	leaders—
it’s	for	every	believer	who	desires	to	walk	in	God’s	power.	Many	people	hear	the	word	anointing	and	immediately	associate	it	with	supernatural	encounters,	miracles,	and	spiritual	gifts.	While	these	are	certainly	aspects	of	it,	the	anointing	is	much	deeper.	It	is	God’s	divine	empowerment	that	enables	you	to	fulfill	His	purpose	for	your	life.	But	how	do
you	access	and	walk	in	the	anointing	daily?	If	you’ve	ever	felt	spiritually	dry	or	wondered	why	some	believers	seem	to	operate	with	greater	power	and	authority,	this	guide	will	give	you	biblical	insights	and	practical	steps	to	cultivate	the	anointing	in	your	life.	The	anointing	is	the	presence	and	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	working	in	and	through	you.	In
the	Old	Testament,	prophets,	priests,	and	kings	were	anointed	with	oil	as	a	sign	of	being	set	apart	for	God’s	work.	In	the	New	Testament,	Jesus	came	to	bring	the	fullness	of	the	anointing	to	every	believer.	✔	The	anointing	is	God’s	supernatural	ability	working	through	a	person.✔	It	empowers	you	to	do	what	you	cannot	do	in	your	own	strength.✔	The
anointing	is	not	a	one-time	event—it	is	a	continuous	flow	from	God.	“But	the	anointing	which	ye	have	received	of	him	abideth	in	you,	and	ye	need	not	that	any	man	teach	you:	but	as	the	same	anointing	teacheth	you	of	all	things,	and	is	truth,	and	is	no	lie,	and	even	as	it	hath	taught	you,	ye	shall	abide	in	him.”	(1	John	2:27)	Application:	Recognize	that
the	anointing	is	already	in	you	if	you	are	a	believer.	It	is	your	responsibility	to	cultivate	and	walk	in	it	daily.	The	anointing	is	not	something	you	earn—it	is	given	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	If	you	desire	to	walk	in	greater	anointing,	you	must	deepen	your	relationship	with	Him.	✔	The	Holy	Spirit	is	the	one	who	empowers	and	directs	you.✔	Without	Him,	you	are
operating	in	your	own	strength.✔	The	more	you	yield	to	Him,	the	more	His	power	flows	through	you.	“Now	he	which	establisheth	us	with	you	in	Christ,	and	hath	anointed	us,	is	God;	Who	hath	also	sealed	us,	and	given	the	earnest	of	the	Spirit	in	our	hearts.”	(2	Corinthians	1:21-22)	Application:	Spend	time	in	prayer,	worship,	and	studying	the	Word	to
deepen	your	relationship	with	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	anointing	flows	strongest	in	those	who	dwell	in	God’s	presence.	The	more	time	you	spend	with	God,	the	more	His	power	rests	on	you.	✔	Daily	communion	with	God	through	prayer	and	worship	increases	the	anointing.✔	Fasting	and	consecration	help	remove	distractions	that	block	His	presence.✔	Sin,
disobedience,	and	worldliness	can	hinder	the	flow	of	the	anointing.	“But	thou,	when	thou	prayest,	enter	into	thy	closet,	and	when	thou	hast	shut	thy	door,	pray	to	thy	Father	which	is	in	secret;	and	thy	Father	which	seeth	in	secret	shall	reward	thee	openly.”	(Matthew	6:6)	Application:	Set	aside	time	every	day	to	be	alone	with	God.	His	presence	is
where	the	anointing	increases.	The	anointing	increases	in	the	lives	of	those	who	walk	in	obedience	to	God’s	will.	The	Holy	Spirit	cannot	flow	freely	through	a	person	who	is	living	in	disobedience.	✔	Obedience	unlocks	greater	levels	of	spiritual	authority.✔	The	more	you	surrender	to	God’s	will,	the	more	He	can	use	you.✔	Disobedience	and	compromise
can	cause	spiritual	stagnation.	“And	it	shall	come	to	pass,	if	thou	shalt	hearken	diligently	unto	the	voice	of	the	Lord	thy	God,	to	observe	and	to	do	all	his	commandments	which	I	command	thee	this	day,	that	the	Lord	thy	God	will	set	thee	on	high	above	all	nations	of	the	earth.”	(Deuteronomy	28:1)	Application:	Examine	your	life	and	ask	God	to	reveal
any	areas	where	you	need	to	be	more	obedient.	The	anointing	is	not	given	to	make	you	proud	or	self-sufficient—it	is	given	to	serve	others.	Those	who	walk	in	love	and	humility	experience	a	greater	outpouring	of	God’s	power.	✔	Pride	blocks	the	anointing,	but	humility	attracts	it.✔	The	anointing	is	meant	to	bless	and	uplift	others,	not	to	glorify
yourself.✔	Love	is	the	highest	demonstration	of	spiritual	maturity.	“But	he	giveth	more	grace.	Wherefore	he	saith,	God	resisteth	the	proud,	but	giveth	grace	unto	the	humble.”	(James	4:6)	Application:	Serve	others	with	love,	and	always	give	God	the	glory	for	what	He	does	through	you.	The	anointing	is	released	through	your	words.	When	you	speak
God’s	Word	with	faith	and	boldness,	His	power	manifests.	✔	The	spoken	Word	carries	the	anointing	to	break	yokes	and	heal.✔	Faith-filled	words	activate	miracles	and	breakthroughs.✔	Jesus	always	spoke	with	authority—we	must	do	the	same.	“The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is	upon	me,	because	he	hath	anointed	me	to	preach	the	gospel	to	the	poor;	he	hath
sent	me	to	heal	the	brokenhearted,	to	preach	deliverance	to	the	captives,	and	recovering	of	sight	to	the	blind,	to	set	at	liberty	them	that	are	bruised.”	(Luke	4:18)	Application:	Start	declaring	God’s	Word	daily	over	your	life,	family,	and	circumstances.	Not	everyone	will	understand	or	appreciate	the	anointing	on	your	life.	Some	people	will	try	to	drain,
misuse,	or	attack	it.	✔	Protect	your	anointing	by	staying	away	from	toxic	environments	and	negative	influences.✔	Be	careful	who	you	allow	to	speak	into	your	life.✔	Stay	connected	to	people	who	encourage	your	spiritual	growth.	“Give	not	that	which	is	holy	unto	the	dogs,	neither	cast	ye	your	pearls	before	swine,	lest	they	trample	them	under	their	feet,
and	turn	again	and	rend	you.”	(Matthew	7:6)	Application:	Set	healthy	spiritual	boundaries	and	surround	yourself	with	those	who	honor	the	presence	of	God	in	your	life.	When	you	walk	in	the	anointing,	miracles,	favor,	and	breakthroughs	follow	you.	The	more	you	expect	and	step	out	in	faith,	the	more	you	will	see	God	move.	✔	Lay	hands	on	the	sick	and
expect	them	to	recover.✔	Pray	for	boldness	to	walk	in	spiritual	gifts.✔	The	anointing	increases	the	more	you	use	it	in	faith.	“And	these	signs	shall	follow	them	that	believe;	In	my	name	shall	they	cast	out	devils;	they	shall	speak	with	new	tongues.”	(Mark	16:17)	Application:	Step	out	in	faith	today	and	allow	the	anointing	to	flow	through	you!	The
anointing	is	not	just	for	church	services	or	special	occasions—it	is	for	every	area	of	your	life.	✔	Stay	connected	to	the	Holy	Spirit.✔	Walk	in	obedience,	humility,	and	love.✔	Speak	and	declare	God’s	Word	with	authority.✔	Guard	and	protect	the	anointing	on	your	life.✔	Expect	miracles,	breakthroughs,	and	supernatural	encounters.	You	are	anointed	for
a	purpose.	Now,	walk	in	that	anointing	every	day	and	let	God’s	power	flow	through	you!	Tagged	Christian	Living,	Daily	Devotion,	Dr	Val	Ukachi,	Holy	Spirit,	Spiritual	Empowerment,	The	Anointing	Throughout	Scripture	we	find	powerful	moments	where	God’s	anointing	transforms	ordinary	people	into	vessels	of	extraordinary	purpose.	From	shepherd
boys	to	fishermen	these	divine	encounters	remind	us	that	the	Lord’s	selection	rarely	follows	human	logic.	The	anointing	oil	that	flowed	down	Aaron’s	beard	wasn’t	just	ceremonial	–	it	represented	God’s	supernatural	empowerment	for	service.	We’ve	seen	this	pattern	repeated	across	both	testaments	where	the	Spirit’s	touch	brings	healing	deliverance
and	divine	authority.	As	we	explore	these	biblical	examples	we’ll	discover	that	anointing	isn’t	reserved	for	the	spiritually	elite.	Whether	it’s	David	receiving	Samuel’s	oil	or	Jesus	reading	from	Isaiah	in	the	synagogue	each	account	reveals	how	God	equips	those	He	calls	for	His	kingdom	work.	Biblical	anointing	represents	God’s	divine	act	of	consecrating
individuals	for	sacred	purposes	through	the	application	of	oil	or	the	Holy	Spirit’s	empowerment.	We	find	this	practice	woven	throughout	Scripture	from	Genesis	to	Revelation.	The	Hebrew	word	“mashach”	means	to	smear	or	rub	with	oil.	The	Greek	equivalent	“chrio”	carries	the	same	meaning	and	gives	us	the	title	“Christ”	–	the	Anointed	One.	Three
primary	types	of	anointing	appear	in	Scripture:	Physical	anointing	–	Oil	poured	on	heads	of	kings,	priests,	and	prophets	Spiritual	anointing	–	The	Holy	Spirit’s	empowerment	for	service	Symbolic	anointing	–	Objects	consecrated	for	worship	(altars,	vessels,	tabernacle	items)	We	see	anointing	oil’s	specific	recipe	in	Exodus	30:23-25.	God	commanded
Moses	to	blend	myrrh	(500	shekels),	cinnamon	(250	shekels),	calamus	(250	shekels),	cassia	(500	shekels),	and	olive	oil	(one	hin).	This	sacred	mixture	wasn’t	for	common	use.	The	act	of	anointing	served	four	distinct	purposes	in	biblical	times.	First,	it	consecrated	individuals	for	divine	service.	Second,	it	imparted	spiritual	authority	for	leadership	roles.
Third,	it	provided	supernatural	enablement	for	impossible	tasks.	Fourth,	it	marked	God’s	chosen	vessels	before	their	communities.	“The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is	upon	Me,	Because	He	has	anointed	Me	to	preach	the	gospel	to	the	poor”	(Luke	4:18,	NKJV)	Jesus	declared	these	words	in	Nazareth’s	synagogue,	connecting	Isaiah’s	prophecy	to	His	own
ministry.	His	anointing	came	directly	from	the	Father	without	physical	oil.	We	observe	anointing’s	transformative	power	throughout	Scripture.	Saul	received	a	new	heart	after	Samuel	anointed	him	(1	Samuel	10:9).	David	experienced	the	Spirit	rushing	upon	him	from	his	anointing	day	forward	(1	Samuel	16:13).	Elisha	received	a	double	portion	of
Elijah’s	anointing	(2	Kings	2:9).	The	anointing	breaks	yokes	of	bondage	and	destroys	burdens	according	to	Isaiah	10:27.	It	equips	ordinary	believers	for	extraordinary	kingdom	work.	We	carry	this	same	anointing	today	through	the	Holy	Spirit’s	indwelling	presence.	The	Old	Testament	reveals	God’s	sovereign	choice	to	anoint	specific	individuals	for
divine	purposes.	We	discover	three	distinct	offices	that	received	sacred	anointing:	kings,	priests,	and	prophets.	Samuel’s	horn	of	oil	transformed	shepherds	into	sovereigns	and	warriors	into	monarchs.	When	Samuel	anointed	Saul,	Scripture	records	that	“the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	came	upon	him”	(1	Samuel	10:6),	changing	him	into	a	different	person
entirely.	David’s	anointing	stands	as	the	most	remarkable	example	of	royal	consecration.	Samuel	bypassed	seven	of	Jesse’s	sons	before	finding	the	shepherd	boy.	The	moment	oil	touched	David’s	head,	“the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	came	upon	David	from	that	day	forward”	(1	Samuel	16:13).	Solomon	received	his	anointing	at	Gihon	spring	through	Zadok	the
priest.	The	ceremony	included	trumpet	blasts	and	public	proclamation.	Even	foreign	kings	recognized	Israel’s	anointed	rulers	–	like	when	the	Queen	of	Sheba	acknowledged	Solomon’s	divine	appointment.	Jehu’s	anointing	came	through	Elisha’s	servant	during	military	campaign.	The	young	prophet	poured	oil	on	Jehu’s	head	declaring,	“So	says	the
Lord	God	of	Israel:	‘I	have	anointed	you	king	over	the	people	of	the	Lord'”	(2	Kings	9:6).	His	fellow	officers	immediately	submitted	to	God’s	chosen	vessel.	Aaron’s	consecration	established	the	priestly	anointing	pattern	for	generations.	Moses	poured	sacred	oil	on	Aaron’s	head,	letting	it	run	down	his	beard	onto	his	garments.	The	anointing	oil	recipe
contained	precise	measurements:	500	shekels	of	myrrh,	250	shekels	of	cinnamon,	250	shekels	of	calamus,	and	500	shekels	of	cassia	mixed	with	a	hin	of	olive	oil.	God	forbid	anyone	from	duplicating	this	formula	for	common	use.	Every	high	priest	after	Aaron	received	this	same	consecration.	The	oil	sanctified	not	just	the	person	but	also	the	tabernacle
furnishings,	the	altar,	and	all	sacred	vessels.	Exodus	30:30	commands,	“And	you	shall	anoint	Aaron	and	his	sons,	and	consecrate	them,	that	they	may	minister	to	Me	as	priests.”	The	anointing	separated	priests	from	ordinary	Israelites	for	sacred	service.	Without	oil	consecration,	no	descendant	of	Aaron	could	perform	priestly	duties.	The	anointing
actually	lasted	seven	days	–	a	complete	consecration	period	before	priests	could	begin	their	ministry.	Elijah’s	mantle	passing	to	Elisha	demonstrates	prophetic	anointing	transfer.	God	instructed	Elijah,	“You	shall	anoint	Elisha	the	son	of	Shaphat	of	Abel	Meholah	as	prophet	in	your	place”	(1	Kings	19:16).	Not	every	prophet	received	physical	oil
anointing	like	kings	and	priests	did.	Many	prophets	experienced	spiritual	anointing	through	direct	divine	commissioning.	Isaiah’s	lips	were	touched	with	burning	coal	from	God’s	altar.	Jeremiah	received	God’s	word	when	the	Lord	touched	his	mouth.	Ezekiel’s	anointing	came	through	eating	a	scroll	filled	with	God’s	messages.	The	prophet	consumed
God’s	words	before	speaking	them	to	Israel.	This	spiritual	anointing	proved	just	as	powerful	as	physical	oil	consecration.	The	prophetic	anointing	brought	supernatural	abilities:	predicting	future	events,	performing	miracles,	and	confronting	kings	with	divine	authority.	When	God’s	Spirit	came	upon	prophets,	they	spoke	with	heaven’s	backing.	Their
words	carried	the	weight	of	“So	says	the	Lord”	because	anointing	validated	their	ministry.	David’s	journey	to	kingship	wasn’t	marked	by	a	single	anointing	but	three	distinct	divine	appointments.	Each	anointing	revealed	God’s	progressive	unfolding	of	His	purpose	for	Israel’s	greatest	king.	God	sent	Samuel	to	Jesse’s	house	in	Bethlehem	with	a	horn	of
oil	and	specific	instructions.	Seven	of	Jesse’s	sons	passed	before	the	prophet,	but	God	rejected	each	one.	“Do	not	look	at	his	appearance	or	at	his	physical	stature,	because	I	have	refused	him.	For	the	Lord	does	not	see	as	man	sees;	for	man	looks	at	the	outward	appearance,	but	the	Lord	looks	at	the	heart”	(1	Samuel	16:7).	David	was	keeping	sheep	in
the	fields	when	they	called	him.	The	youngest	son,	overlooked	by	his	own	family,	became	God’s	chosen	vessel.	Samuel	poured	oil	on	David’s	head	in	front	of	his	brothers.	The	Scripture	records	an	immediate	transformation:	“The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	came	upon	David	from	that	day	forward”	(1	Samuel	16:13).	This	private	anointing	occurred	approximately
15	years	before	David	actually	took	the	throne.	God’s	timing	rarely	matches	our	expectations.	The	anointing	brought	three	immediate	changes:	The	Holy	Spirit’s	permanent	presence	Supernatural	courage	against	Goliath	Musical	abilities	that	soothed	Saul’s	torment	After	Saul’s	death,	the	men	of	Judah	gathered	at	Hebron	to	recognize	David’s
kingship.	This	public	anointing	legitimized	what	God	had	already	declared	through	Samuel.	“Then	the	men	of	Judah	came,	and	there	they	anointed	David	king	over	the	house	of	Judah”	(2	Samuel	2:4).	David	ruled	from	Hebron	for	seven	and	a	half	years	over	Judah	alone.	The	northern	tribes	still	followed	Saul’s	son	Ish-Bosheth	during	this	period.	This
second	anointing	demonstrates	an	important	principle:	God’s	promises	often	unfold	in	stages.	David	didn’t	receive	the	entire	kingdom	immediately.	The	Hebron	anointing	brought	specific	responsibilities:	Establishing	justice	in	Judah	Building	military	strength	Honoring	those	loyal	to	Saul	Waiting	patiently	for	God’s	full	promise	David’s	response	to
partial	fulfillment	teaches	us	patience.	He	refused	to	force	God’s	hand	by	attacking	the	northern	tribes.	We	see	God’s	wisdom	in	this	progressive	revelation.	David	needed	those	seven	years	in	Hebron	to	develop	the	skills	required	for	ruling	all	Israel.	God’s	anointing	extends	beyond	people	to	consecrate	physical	objects	for	holy	purposes.	Scripture
reveals	specific	instances	where	God	commanded	the	anointing	of	items	to	set	them	apart	for	divine	service.	Moses	received	explicit	instructions	from	God	to	anoint	every	piece	of	furniture	in	the	tabernacle.	Exodus	30:26-29	records	God’s	command:	“With	it	you	shall	anoint	the	tabernacle	of	meeting	and	the	ark	of	the	Testimony;	the	table	and	all	its
utensils,	the	lampstand	and	its	utensils,	and	the	altar	of	incense;	the	altar	of	burnt	offering	with	all	its	utensils,	and	the	laver	and	its	base.”	This	anointing	transformed	ordinary	objects	into	extraordinary	vessels	of	God’s	presence.	The	holy	anointing	oil	sanctified	these	items,	making	them	untouchable	by	common	hands.	God	established	three	critical
principles	through	this	anointing:	Objects	became	holy	through	consecration	Anointed	items	carried	divine	authority	Everything	touching	them	became	holy	The	ark	of	the	covenant	received	special	attention	in	this	process.	Its	anointing	marked	it	as	God’s	earthly	throne,	the	place	where	His	glory	dwelt	among	Israel.	We	see	God’s	meticulous	care	in
separating	the	sacred	from	the	profane.	Each	anointed	piece	served	a	specific	function	in	worship,	demonstrating	that	nothing	in	God’s	service	is	insignificant.	Jacob’s	encounter	with	God	at	Bethel	represents	the	first	recorded	anointing	of	an	object	in	Scripture.	Genesis	28:18	tells	us,	“Then	Jacob	rose	early	in	the	morning,	and	took	the	stone	that	he
had	put	at	his	head,	set	it	up	as	a	pillar,	and	poured	oil	on	top	of	it.”	This	spontaneous	act	of	worship	marked	a	divine	encounter.	Jacob’s	anointing	transformed	an	ordinary	stone	into	a	memorial	of	God’s	presence.	The	pillar	served	three	purposes:	Commemorated	God’s	revelation	Established	a	sacred	meeting	place	Created	a	witness	between	Jacob
and	God	Jacob	returned	to	this	same	place	years	later	and	anointed	the	pillar	again.	Genesis	35:14	confirms,	“So	Jacob	set	up	a	pillar	in	the	place	where	He	talked	with	him,	a	pillar	of	stone;	and	he	poured	a	drink	offering	on	it,	and	he	poured	oil	on	it.”	This	repeated	anointing	demonstrates	the	ongoing	nature	of	consecration.	Sacred	places	require
renewed	dedication	as	we	encounter	God	in	fresh	ways.	Jacob’s	example	teaches	us	that	anointing	creates	tangible	reminders	of	spiritual	experiences.	His	pillar	stood	as	testimony	that	ordinary	places	become	extraordinary	when	God	shows	up.	Jesus	stands	as	the	ultimate	fulfillment	of	every	anointing	we’ve	examined	in	Scripture.	He	embodies	the
complete	expression	of	God’s	anointed	King,	Priest,	and	Prophet.	The	title	“Messiah”	comes	directly	from	the	Hebrew	word	“Mashiach,”	meaning	“anointed	one.”	Christ,	from	the	Greek	“Christos,”	carries	the	exact	same	meaning.	When	Andrew	found	his	brother	Simon	Peter,	he	declared,	>	“We	have	found	the	Messiah”	(which	is	translated,	the
Christ)	(John	1:41).	This	wasn’t	just	finding	another	prophet	or	teacher.	They’d	discovered	the	One	whom	every	Old	Testament	anointing	pointed	toward.	Jesus	combined	all	three	anointed	offices	in	one	person:	Prophet	–	He	proclaimed	God’s	word	with	ultimate	authority	Priest	–	He	interceded	between	God	and	humanity	King	–	He	rules	over	God’s
eternal	kingdom	Peter’s	confession	at	Caesarea	Philippi	captured	this	truth	perfectly:	>	“You	are	the	Christ,	the	Son	of	the	living	God”	(Matthew	16:16).	The	disciples	recognized	Jesus	as	the	long-awaited	Anointed	One	who’d	fulfill	every	prophecy.	Unlike	earthly	kings	who	received	temporary	anointing,	Jesus	possessed	eternal	anointing	from	before
creation.	His	anointing	didn’t	come	through	Samuel’s	horn	of	oil	but	through	His	divine	nature	itself.	Jesus’	baptism	in	the	Jordan	River	marked	His	public	anointing	for	ministry.	The	Holy	Spirit	descended	upon	Him	like	a	dove,	providing	visible	confirmation	of	His	divine	commissioning.	Matthew	records	this	pivotal	moment:	>	“When	He	had	been
baptized,	Jesus	came	up	immediately	from	the	water;	and	behold,	the	heavens	were	opened	to	Him,	and	He	saw	the	Spirit	of	God	descending	like	a	dove	and	alighting	upon	Him”	(Matthew	3:16).	The	Father’s	voice	thundered	from	heaven,	declaring	His	pleasure	in	His	Son.	This	anointing	empowered	Jesus	for	His	earthly	ministry.	Luke	tells	us	that	>
“Jesus,	being	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	returned	from	the	Jordan	and	was	led	by	the	Spirit	into	the	wilderness”	(Luke	4:1).	After	His	wilderness	victory,	Jesus	proclaimed	His	anointed	mission	in	Nazareth’s	synagogue:	To	preach	good	news	to	the	poor	To	heal	the	brokenhearted	To	proclaim	liberty	to	captives	To	give	sight	to	the	blind	To	set	the
oppressed	free	Peter	later	testified	about	this	anointing:	>	“God	anointed	Jesus	of	Nazareth	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	with	power,	who	went	about	doing	good	and	healing	all	who	were	oppressed	by	the	devil”	(Acts	10:38).	Every	miracle,	every	teaching,	every	act	of	compassion	flowed	from	this	divine	anointing.	The	New	Testament	reveals	fresh
dimensions	of	anointing	through	intimate	acts	of	worship	and	apostolic	ministry.	We	discover	anointing	transforms	from	ceremonial	ritual	into	expressions	of	devotion	and	vehicles	for	miraculous	healing.	Mary’s	extravagant	act	of	anointing	Jesus	occurs	six	days	before	Passover	at	Simon	the	leper’s	house	in	Bethany.	She	breaks	an	alabaster	flask
containing	pure	nard	worth	300	denarii—nearly	a	year’s	wages—and	pours	it	over	Jesus’	head	and	feet.	“Then	Mary	took	a	pound	of	very	costly	oil	of	spikenard,	anointed	the	feet	of	Jesus,	and	wiped	His	feet	with	her	hair”	(John	12:3,	NKJV).	The	fragrance	fills	the	entire	house	as	Mary	demonstrates	prophetic	understanding	of	Christ’s	approaching
death.	Judas	protests	the	waste	but	Jesus	defends	her	action	saying,	“She	has	done	this	for	the	day	of	My	burial”	(John	12:7,	NKJV).	This	anointing	differs	from	Old	Testament	examples	in	three	ways:	A	woman	performs	the	anointing	instead	of	a	prophet	or	priest	Love	motivates	the	act	rather	than	ceremonial	duty	The	anointing	prepares	for	burial	not
coronation	Jesus	declares	Mary’s	deed	will	be	remembered	wherever	the	gospel’s	preached	throughout	the	world.	Her	sacrificial	worship	becomes	an	eternal	testimony	of	devotion	that	transcends	cultural	boundaries	and	speaks	to	every	generation.	James	establishes	anointing	oil	as	a	practical	ministry	tool	for	the	early	church’s	elders.	He	instructs
believers	to	call	for	church	elders	when	they’re	sick	for	prayer	and	anointing.	“Is	anyone	among	you	sick?	Let	him	call	for	the	elders	of	the	church,	and	let	them	pray	over	him,	anointing	him	with	oil	in	the	name	of	the	Lord”	(James	5:14,	NKJV).	The	apostles	regularly	practice	this	ministry	as	we	see	in	Mark	6:13:	“They	cast	out	many	demons,	and
anointed	with	oil	many	who	were	sick,	and	healed	them”	(NKJV).	The	oil	serves	as	a	tangible	point	of	contact	for	faith	while	the	healing	power	flows	from	God	alone.	This	New	Testament	practice	combines	three	essential	elements:	Elders	representing	spiritual	authority	Oil	symbolizing	the	Holy	Spirit’s	presence	Prayer	invoking	Jesus’	name	and	power
We	continue	this	biblical	pattern	today	in	our	churches	and	ministries.	The	anointing	oil	doesn’t	contain	magical	properties	but	represents	our	faith	in	God’s	healing	touch.	When	we	anoint	the	sick	with	oil	we’re	following	apostolic	tradition	that	connects	us	to	the	early	church’s	miraculous	ministry.	The	anointing	carries	profound	spiritual	meaning
that	transcends	the	physical	act	of	applying	oil.	We	discover	through	Scripture	that	anointing	represents	God’s	supernatural	empowerment	and	divine	selection	for	His	purposes.	The	Holy	Spirit	serves	as	the	true	source	of	all	genuine	anointing	in	Scripture.	When	Samuel	anointed	David,	“the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	came	upon	David	from	that	day	forward”
(1	Samuel	16:13	NKJV).	We	see	this	pattern	repeated	throughout	biblical	history.	The	oil	itself	doesn’t	contain	power—it’s	merely	a	symbol	of	the	Spirit’s	presence.	Jesus	declared	in	Luke	4:18,	“The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is	upon	Me,	because	He	has	anointed	Me”	(NKJV).	The	Spirit’s	anointing	brings	three	specific	manifestations:	Power	for	supernatural
ministry	Authority	over	demonic	forces	Wisdom	for	divine	assignments	We	recognize	the	Holy	Spirit’s	anointing	through	its	fruit.	Transformed	character	accompanies	genuine	anointing.	Spiritual	gifts	emerge	when	the	Spirit	anoints	believers.	The	same	Spirit	who	anointed	prophets,	priests,	and	kings	now	dwells	within	us.	Paul	confirms	this	truth:
“Now	He	who	establishes	us	with	you	in	Christ	and	has	anointed	us	is	God”	(2	Corinthians	1:21	NKJV).	God’s	anointing	marks	His	sovereign	choice	for	specific	purposes.	We	can’t	earn	or	manufacture	this	divine	appointment—it	comes	solely	through	His	selection.	Consider	how	God	chose	unlikely	candidates	throughout	Scripture:	Gideon	threshing
wheat	in	hiding	Moses	stuttering	before	Pharaoh	Peter	denying	Christ	three	times	Paul	persecuting	the	church	Each	person	received	anointing	even	though	their	weaknesses.	The	anointing	validates	God’s	calling	on	our	lives.	It	confirms	His	appointment	before	human	recognition	arrives.	Divine	appointment	through	anointing	establishes	spiritual
authority.	When	God	anoints	someone,	He	backs	their	ministry	with	Heaven’s	resources.	Opposition	can’t	prevail	against	God’s	anointed	servants.	We	see	this	protection	in	David’s	refusal	to	harm	Saul.	He	declared,	“The	Lord	forbid	that	I	should	stretch	out	my	hand	against	the	Lord’s	anointed”	(1	Samuel	26:11	NKJV).	David	understood	that	anointing
creates	a	sacred	trust	between	God	and	His	chosen	vessels.	Our	anointing	today	carries	the	same	divine	appointment.	We’re	set	apart	for	Kingdom	purposes	through	the	Spirit’s	empowerment.	The	biblical	examples	of	anointing	we’ve	explored	reveal	a	powerful	truth:	God’s	divine	selection	and	empowerment	aren’t	limited	to	ancient	times.	From
shepherd	boys	becoming	kings	to	ordinary	objects	becoming	sacred	vessels,	we	see	how	God’s	anointing	transforms	the	common	into	the	extraordinary.	Today’s	believers	carry	this	same	spiritual	DNA	through	the	Holy	Spirit’s	indwelling	presence.	We’re	not	just	reading	about	historical	anointings	–	we’re	living	participants	in	God’s	ongoing	work.	The
same	Spirit	who	empowered	David	to	defeat	giants	and	enabled	the	apostles	to	heal	the	sick	dwells	within	us.	As	we	walk	in	our	divine	calling,	let’s	remember,	anointing	isn’t	about	perfection	but	purpose.	It’s	God’s	mark	of	ownership	and	His	promise	of	provision	for	every	assignment	He	gives	us.	Whether	we’re	called	to	marketplace	ministry	or
pastoral	leadership,	the	Holy	Spirit	equips	us	with	everything	we	need	to	fulfill	our	Kingdom	mandate.	ANOINTING	a-noint'-ing:	A	distinction	was	made	by	the	ancient	Hebrews	between	anointing	with	oil	in	private	use,	as	in	making	one's	toilet	(cukh),	and	anointing	as	a	religious	rite	(mashach).	1.	Ordinary	Use:	(1)	As	regards	its	secular	or	ordinary
use,	the	native	olive	oil,	alone	or	mixed	with	perfumes,	was	commonly	used	for	toilet	purposes,	the	very	poor	naturally	reserving	it	for	special	occasions	only	(Ruth	3:3).	The	fierce	protracted	heat	and	biting	lime	dust	of	Palestine	made	the	oil	very	soothing	to	the	skin,	and	it	was	applied	freely	to	exposed	parts	of	the	body,	especially	to	the	face	(Psalms
104:15).	(2)	The	practice	was	in	vogue	before	David's	time,	and	traces	of	it	may	be	found	throughout	the	Old	Testament	(see	Deuteronomy	28:40;	Ruth	3:3;	2	Samuel	12:20;	14:2;	2	Chron	28:15;	Ezekiel	16:9;	Micah	6:15;	Daniel	10:3)	and	in	the	New	Testament	(Matthew	6:17,	etc.).	Indeed	it	seems	to	have	been	a	part	of	the	daily	toilet	throughout	the
East.	(3)	To	abstain	from	it	was	one	token	of	mourning	(2	Samuel	14:2;	compare	Matthew	6:17),	and	to	resume	it	a	sign	that	the	mourning	was	ended	(2	Samuel	12:20;	14:2;	Daniel	10:3;	Judith	10:3).	It	often	accompanied	the	bath	(Ruth	3:3;	2	Samuel	12:20;	Ezekiel	16:9;	Susanna	17),	and	was	a	customary	part	of	the	preparation	for	a	feast
(Ecclesiastes	9:8;	Psalms	23:5).	One	way	of	showing	honor	to	a	guest	was	to	anoint	his	head	with	oil	(Psalms	23:5;	Luke	7:46);	a	rarer	and	more	striking	way	was	to	anoint	his	feet	(Luke	7:38).	In	James	5:14,	we	have	an	instance	of	anointing	with	oil	for	medicinal	purposes,	for	which	see	OIL.	2.	Religious	Use:	Anointing	as	a	religious	rite	was	practiced
throughout	the	ancient	East	in	application	both	to	persons	and	to	things.	(1)	It	was	observed	in	Canaan	long	before	the	Hebrew	conquest,	and,	accordingly,	Weinel	(Stade's	Zeutschrift,	XVIII,	50)	holds	that,	as	the	use	of	oil	for	general	purposes	in	Israel	was	an	agricultural	custom	borrowed	from	the	Canaanites,	so	the	anointing	with	sacred	oil	was	an
outgrowth	from	its	regular	use	for	toilet	purposes.	It	seems	more	in	accordance	with	the	known	facts	of	the	case	and	the	terms	used	in	description	to	accept	the	view	set	forth	by	Robertson	Smith	(Religion	of	the	Semites,	2nd	ed.,	233,	383;	compare	Wellhausen,	Reste	des	arabischen	Heidenthums,	2nd	ed.,	125)	and	to	believe	that	the	cukh	or	use	of	oil
for	toilet	purposes,	was	of	agricultural	and	secular	origin,	and	that	the	use	of	oil	for	sacred	purposes,	mashach,	was	in	origin	nomadic	and	sacrificial.	Robertson	Smith	finds	the	origin	of	the	sacred	anointing	in	the	very	ancient	custom	of	smearing	the	sacred	fat	on	the	altar	(matstsebhah),	and	claims,	rightly	it	would	seem,	that	from	the	first	there	was
a	distinct	and	consistent	usage,	distinguishing	the	two	terms	as	above.	(2)	The	primary	meaning	of	mashach	in	Hebrew,	which	is	borne	out	by	the	Arabic,	seems	to	have	been	"to	daub"	or	"smear."	It	is	used	of	painting	a	ceiling	in	Jeremiah	22:14,	of	anointing	a	shield	in	Isaiah	21:5,	and	is,	accordingly,	consistently	applied	to	sacred	furniture,	like	the
altar,	in	Exodus	29:36	and	Daniel	9:24,	and	to	the	sacred	pillar	in	Genesis	31:13:	"where	thou	anointedst	a	pillar."	(3)	The	most	significant	uses	of	mashach,	however,	are	found	in	its	application,	not	to	sacred	things,	but	to	certain	sacred	persons.	The	oldest	and	most	sacred	of	these,	it	would	seem,	was	the	anointing	of	the	king,	by	pouring	oil	upon	his
head	at	his	coronation,	a	ceremony	regarded	as	sacred	from	the	earliest	times,	and	observed	religiously	not	in	Israel	only,	but	in	Egypt	and	elsewhere	(see	Judges	9:8,15;	1	Samuel	9:16;	10:1;	2	Samuel	19:10;	1	Kings	1:39,45;	2	Kings	9:3,6;	11:12).	Indeed	such	anointing	appears	to	have	been	reserved	exclusively	for	the	king	in	the	earliest	times,
which	accounts	for	the	fact	that	"the	Lord's	anointed"	became	a	synonym	for	"king"	(see	1	Samuel	12:3,5;	26:11;	2	Samuel	1:14;	Psalms	20:6).	It	is	thought	by	some	that	the	practice	originated	in	Egypt,	and	it	is	known	to	have	been	observed	as	a	rite	in	Canaan	at	a	very	early	day.	Tell	el-Amarna	Letters	37	records	the	anointing	of	a	king.	(4)	Among
the	Hebrews	it	was	believed	not	only	that	it	effected	a	transference	to	the	anointed	one	of	something	of	the	holiness	and	virtue	of	the	deity	in	whose	name	and	by	whose	representative	the	rite	was	performed,	but	also	that	it	imparted	a	special	endowment	of	the	spirit	of	Yahweh	(compare	1	Samuel	16:13;	Isaiah	61:1).	Hence	the	profound	reverence	for
the	king	as	a	sacred	personage,	"the	anointed"	(Hebrew,	meshiach	YHWH),	which	passed	over	into	our	language	through	the	Greek	Christos,	and	appears	as	"Christ".	(5)	In	what	is	known	today	as	the	Priestly	Code,	the	high	priest	is	spoken	of	as	"anointed"	(Exodus	29:7;	Leviticus	4:3;	8:12),	and,	in	passages	regarded	by	some	as	later	additions	to	the
Priestly	Code,	other	priests	also	are	thus	spoken	of	(Exodus	30:30;	40:13-15).	Elijah	was	told	to	anoint	Elisha	as	a	prophet	(1	Kings	19:16),	but	seems	never	to	have	done	so.	1	Kings	19:16	gives	us	the	only	recorded	instance	of	such	a	thing	as	the	anointing	of	a	prophet.	Isaiah	61:1	is	purely	metaphorical	(compare	Dillmann	on	Leviticus	8:12-14	with
ICC	on	Numbers	3:3;	see	also	Nowack,	Lehrbuch	der	hebraischen	Archaologie,	II,	124).	_LITERATURE._	Jewish	Encyclopedia,	article	"Anointing";	BJ,	IV,	ix,	10,	DB,	article	"Anointing,"	etc.	George	B.	Eager
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