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Knowing	how	to	remove	a	shower	handle	helps	you	maintain	your	shower	and	keeps	it	in	working	order.	However,	shower	handle	replacement	depends	on	the	type	of	shower	handle	you	have.Luckily,	we	have	the	definitive	guide	on	how	to	replace	a	shower	handle	and	offer	hints	and	tips	on	removing	a	stuck	handle.	How	to	Remove	Different	Types	of
Shower	HandlesThere	are	several	types	of	shower	handles,	some	with	no	visible	screws	and	others	without	screws.	Lets	take	a	look	at	your	options:Lever	HandlesLever	handles	consist	of	a	bar	handle	attached	to	a	pivot.	The	screws	are	typically	concealed	beneath	a	cover	plate,	so	you	must	remove	it	to	get	access.Pop	off	the	faceplate	and	loosen	the
screws	to	remove	the	handle.	It	is	one	of	the	easiest	to	remove	and	the	most	common	handle	in	US	showers.Knob	HandlesWhether	its	a	globe,	jeweled,	or	square,	knob	handles	look	like	door	handles.	They	are	easy	to	use	and	look	classy.Twist	them	clockwise,	and	you	get	running	water.	Counterclockwise	turns	the	faucet	off.They	come	in	screw	and
screwless	models	with	locking	pins.	You	will	only	know	which	you	have	once	you	examine	it	more	closely.Screw	models	have	a	cover	plate	on	the	top	of	the	handle.	Simply	remove	that	to	expose	the	screw.Screwless	models	have	an	Allen	bolt	concealed	in	the	side	beneath	the	handle.	You	will	need	a	hex	or	Allen	key	to	remove	the	bolt,	and	the	handle
comes	off.Cross	HandlesCross	handle	faucets	are	a	hark	back	to	the	olden	days,	invoking	a	vintage	style.	The	front	of	the	shower	handle	has	a	cover	plate	(typically	labeled	hot	and	cold).	Pop	off	the	plate	with	a	flathead	screwdriver	to	reveal	the	screw	beneath.Remove	the	screw,	and	the	handle	comes	off.	This	type	of	handle	is	becoming	increasingly
popular	with	people	designing	spaces	with	a	nod	to	the	past.Double	Faucet	HandlesDouble	faucet	handles	consist	of	two	handles,	with	one	controlling	the	hot	and	the	other	the	cold.	Typically,	they	have	two	cross	handles	or	knobs	at	each	end.	Remove	the	cap	plate	to	expose	the	set	screws	beneath.Use	a	crosshead	screwdriver	and	remove	the	screws,
and	the	handles	come	away.	If	you	have	a	screwless	double	faucet	handle,	locate	the	hex	bolt	beneath	the	handle	on	the	stem.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	remove	the	bolt,	and	the	head	comes	free.Single	HandlesSingle	handles	twist	both	left	and	right	to	control	the	hot	and	cold	function.	The	screw	is	located	on	the	stem	beneath	the	pivoting	faucet	head.
Remove	the	screw	using	a	flathead	or	crosshead	screwdriver	(depending	on	your	model),	and	the	handle	lifts	off.Delta	Shower	HandlesLocate	the	small	rubber	plug	just	under	the	handle	curve.	Pull	it	out	with	your	fingers	to	reveal	the	small	hex	screw	beneath.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	loosen	the	nut,	and	the	handle	comes	away	from	the	stem.If	you
struggle	to	free	the	rubber	plug,	use	long-nose	pliers.	Ensure	that	you	have	a	safe	place	to	store	the	plug	while	removing	the	handle.How	to	Remove	a	Handle	With	No	Visible	ScrewsSo,	the	time	has	come	to	remove	that	faulty	shower	handle.	Before	we	get	down	to	the	details,	what	tools	will	you	need	to	complete	the	task	successfully?What	Youll
NeedAllen	wrenches.Adjustable	wrench.Flathead	screwdriver.Old	rags.Rust	cleaner.Lubricant.White	vinegar.A	handle	removal	tool	(optional).1.	Isolate	the	Water	SupplyTurn	off	the	water	at	the	isolation	switch	near	the	shower,	or	the	mains	valve	entering	the	house.	You	will	need	a	flathead	screwdriver	or	you	can	simply	turn	the	handle	to	switch	off
the	water	supply.2.	Remove	the	FaceplateSpray	some	WD-40	on	the	faceplate	and	then	use	an	adjustable	wrench	to	twist	it	off.	Some	faceplates	have	a	raised	lip	that	allows	you	to	wedge	a	flathead	screwdriver	to	pop	it	off.3.	Clean	InsideWhile	the	faceplate	is	removed,	use	white	vinegar	to	clean	out	the	grime.	You	will	also	spot	the	manufacturers
nameplate	inside	the	recess.	This	is	crucial	if	you	want	to	replace	like-for-like	because	it	isnt	always	obvious.The	hidden	screws	are	located	inside	this	section	of	your	faucet	handle.	You	may	also	want	to	spray	a	lubricant	inside	to	loosen	the	screw,	making	it	easier	to	remove.4.	Loosen	the	ScrewDepending	on	the	type	of	faucet	handle	you	have,	use
the	screwdriver	or	Allen	wrench	to	loosen	the	concealed	screw	and	remove	it.	Place	it	in	a	safe	place	because	they	are	easy	to	lose.Keep	In	MindSome	faucet	handles	dont	have	a	cover	plate.	The	hex	screw	is	located	under	the	handle	on	the	stem.5.	Remove	the	HandleGently	wiggle	the	handle	free	from	the	stem.	It	may	take	some	time	as	grime	and
debris	build-up	can	stick	the	handle	to	the	fixture.	Use	more	WD-40	if	needed,	and	eventually,	the	handle	will	come	free.Why	Is	My	Shower	Handle	Stuck?Your	shower	handle	is	probably	gunked	up.	Showers	are	exposed	to	constant	water	and	mineral	deposits.	When	the	water	dries,	it	forms	a	white	residue.Over	time,	it	hardens	in	a	process	called
scaling.	This	is	why	your	shower	handle	gets	stuck.Its	simple	enough	to	remedy.	You	need	some	white	vinegar	and	water	in	a	spray	bottle	to	dissolve	the	grime.	You	can	also	use	cleaning	detergent	like	this	Lime-a-Way	Bathroom	Cleaner.How	to	Remove	a	Stuck	Shower	Handle	So,	youve	followed	the	steps	to	the	letter,	and	your	shower	or	tub	handle
wont	budge.	You	will	need	a	special	tool	called	a	faucet	handle	puller.	How	do	you	use	it?	Lets	find	out.What	Youll	NeedFaucet	handle	puller.Flathead	screwdriver.Phillips	screwdriver.Locate	the	cover	plate	on	the	top	of	the	faucet.Use	the	flathead	screwdriver	to	lever	off	the	cover	to	expose	the	screw	anchoring	the	faucet.Remove	the	screw	using	the
screwdriver	(Phillips	or	flathead,	depending	on	the	screw).Place	the	handle	puller	over	the	faucet	handle.Wind	the	faucet	puller	like	a	corkscrew.	The	bolt	will	descend	into	the	empty	shaft	of	the	handle	and	tighten	the	two	grips	at	the	base	of	the	handle.Gently	pull	the	faucet	tool,	and	the	handle	will	come	free.Take	NoteDouble	check	that	your	faucet
handle	is	compatible	with	the	handle	puller.	Brands	like	Moen	may	require	a	specific	type	of	handle	puller.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	HandleOnce	youve	successfully	removed	your	old	shower	handle,	youll	need	to	fit	the	new	one.	It	is	a	simple	process	because	you	reverse	the	procedure	you	used	to	remove	it.As	youve	already	turned	the	water	off	to
remove	the	old	handle,	you	are	safe	to	install	the	new	one.	You	may	need	to	remove	the	escutcheon	plate	(the	cover	plate	concealing	the	hole)	to	reveal	the	cartridge	inside.	The	easiest	method	is	to	replace	like-for-like.With	the	stem	exposed,	slide	the	new	faucet	handle	in	place.	Tighten	the	Allen	screw	on	the	side	of	the	handle	to	hold	it	in	situ.	If	your
model	has	a	screw	through	the	top	of	the	handle,	tighten	it	and	clip	the	cover	plate	back	on.Turn	on	the	water	to	check	for	drips	and	leaks.	If	all	is	good,	turn	the	handle	to	confirm	it	operates	as	it	should.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	Handle	Escutcheon	PlateThe	escutcheon	plate	serves	to	cover	the	unsightly	hole	in	the	shower	wall.	It	is	held	in	place	by
two	screws.	Use	a	flathead	or	Phillips	screwdriver	to	remove	them,	depending	on	the	type.If	the	plate	is	caulked	to	the	shower	wall,	you	will	need	to	use	a	utility	knife	to	score	the	caulk	to	remove	the	escutcheon.	Slide	the	new	escutcheon	plate	so	that	the	screw	holes	align.	Tighten	the	screws	with	the	screwdriver.Push	the	new	faucet	handle	onto	the
stem	and	twist	it	left	and	right	to	ensure	the	mechanism	is	engaged.	Tighten	the	screw	using	either	the	Allen	wrench	or	the	screwdriver,	and	pop	the	cover	plate	back	on	(if	needed).Turn	on	the	water	and	check	for	leaks	and	drips.	Get	a	Handle	on	the	SituationKnowing	how	to	take	off	a	shower	handle	is	vital	if	you	want	your	appliances	to	stay	in	good
working	order.	Shower	fixtures	fail	from	time	to	time,	and	rather	than	wasting	a	packet	on	calling	a	pro,	why	not	fix	it	yourself?Not	only	will	you	feel	like	youve	conquered	Everest,	but	your	family	will	also	shower	you	with	praise	as	their	conquering	hero.	Whats	not	to	love	about	that?	Feedback:	Was	This	Article	Helpful?	Thank	You	For	Your	Feedback!
Thank	You	For	Your	Feedback!	Knowing	how	to	remove	a	shower	handle	helps	you	maintain	your	shower	and	keeps	it	in	working	order.	However,	shower	handle	replacement	depends	on	the	type	of	shower	handle	you	have.Luckily,	we	have	the	definitive	guide	on	how	to	replace	a	shower	handle	and	offer	hints	and	tips	on	removing	a	stuck	handle.
How	to	Remove	Different	Types	of	Shower	HandlesThere	are	several	types	of	shower	handles,	some	with	no	visible	screws	and	others	without	screws.	Lets	take	a	look	at	your	options:Lever	HandlesLever	handles	consist	of	a	bar	handle	attached	to	a	pivot.	The	screws	are	typically	concealed	beneath	a	cover	plate,	so	you	must	remove	it	to	get
access.Pop	off	the	faceplate	and	loosen	the	screws	to	remove	the	handle.	It	is	one	of	the	easiest	to	remove	and	the	most	common	handle	in	US	showers.Knob	HandlesWhether	its	a	globe,	jeweled,	or	square,	knob	handles	look	like	door	handles.	They	are	easy	to	use	and	look	classy.Twist	them	clockwise,	and	you	get	running	water.	Counterclockwise
turns	the	faucet	off.They	come	in	screw	and	screwless	models	with	locking	pins.	You	will	only	know	which	you	have	once	you	examine	it	more	closely.Screw	models	have	a	cover	plate	on	the	top	of	the	handle.	Simply	remove	that	to	expose	the	screw.Screwless	models	have	an	Allen	bolt	concealed	in	the	side	beneath	the	handle.	You	will	need	a	hex	or
Allen	key	to	remove	the	bolt,	and	the	handle	comes	off.Cross	HandlesCross	handle	faucets	are	a	hark	back	to	the	olden	days,	invoking	a	vintage	style.	The	front	of	the	shower	handle	has	a	cover	plate	(typically	labeled	hot	and	cold).	Pop	off	the	plate	with	a	flathead	screwdriver	to	reveal	the	screw	beneath.Remove	the	screw,	and	the	handle	comes	off.
This	type	of	handle	is	becoming	increasingly	popular	with	people	designing	spaces	with	a	nod	to	the	past.Double	Faucet	HandlesDouble	faucet	handles	consist	of	two	handles,	with	one	controlling	the	hot	and	the	other	the	cold.	Typically,	they	have	two	cross	handles	or	knobs	at	each	end.	Remove	the	cap	plate	to	expose	the	set	screws	beneath.Use	a
crosshead	screwdriver	and	remove	the	screws,	and	the	handles	come	away.	If	you	have	a	screwless	double	faucet	handle,	locate	the	hex	bolt	beneath	the	handle	on	the	stem.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	remove	the	bolt,	and	the	head	comes	free.Single	HandlesSingle	handles	twist	both	left	and	right	to	control	the	hot	and	cold	function.	The	screw	is	located	on
the	stem	beneath	the	pivoting	faucet	head.	Remove	the	screw	using	a	flathead	or	crosshead	screwdriver	(depending	on	your	model),	and	the	handle	lifts	off.Delta	Shower	HandlesLocate	the	small	rubber	plug	just	under	the	handle	curve.	Pull	it	out	with	your	fingers	to	reveal	the	small	hex	screw	beneath.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	loosen	the	nut,	and	the
handle	comes	away	from	the	stem.If	you	struggle	to	free	the	rubber	plug,	use	long-nose	pliers.	Ensure	that	you	have	a	safe	place	to	store	the	plug	while	removing	the	handle.How	to	Remove	a	Handle	With	No	Visible	ScrewsSo,	the	time	has	come	to	remove	that	faulty	shower	handle.	Before	we	get	down	to	the	details,	what	tools	will	you	need	to
complete	the	task	successfully?What	Youll	NeedAllen	wrenches.Adjustable	wrench.Flathead	screwdriver.Old	rags.Rust	cleaner.Lubricant.White	vinegar.A	handle	removal	tool	(optional).1.	Isolate	the	Water	SupplyTurn	off	the	water	at	the	isolation	switch	near	the	shower,	or	the	mains	valve	entering	the	house.	You	will	need	a	flathead	screwdriver	or
you	can	simply	turn	the	handle	to	switch	off	the	water	supply.2.	Remove	the	FaceplateSpray	some	WD-40	on	the	faceplate	and	then	use	an	adjustable	wrench	to	twist	it	off.	Some	faceplates	have	a	raised	lip	that	allows	you	to	wedge	a	flathead	screwdriver	to	pop	it	off.3.	Clean	InsideWhile	the	faceplate	is	removed,	use	white	vinegar	to	clean	out	the
grime.	You	will	also	spot	the	manufacturers	nameplate	inside	the	recess.	This	is	crucial	if	you	want	to	replace	like-for-like	because	it	isnt	always	obvious.The	hidden	screws	are	located	inside	this	section	of	your	faucet	handle.	You	may	also	want	to	spray	a	lubricant	inside	to	loosen	the	screw,	making	it	easier	to	remove.4.	Loosen	the	ScrewDepending
on	the	type	of	faucet	handle	you	have,	use	the	screwdriver	or	Allen	wrench	to	loosen	the	concealed	screw	and	remove	it.	Place	it	in	a	safe	place	because	they	are	easy	to	lose.Keep	In	MindSome	faucet	handles	dont	have	a	cover	plate.	The	hex	screw	is	located	under	the	handle	on	the	stem.5.	Remove	the	HandleGently	wiggle	the	handle	free	from	the
stem.	It	may	take	some	time	as	grime	and	debris	build-up	can	stick	the	handle	to	the	fixture.	Use	more	WD-40	if	needed,	and	eventually,	the	handle	will	come	free.Why	Is	My	Shower	Handle	Stuck?Your	shower	handle	is	probably	gunked	up.	Showers	are	exposed	to	constant	water	and	mineral	deposits.	When	the	water	dries,	it	forms	a	white
residue.Over	time,	it	hardens	in	a	process	called	scaling.	This	is	why	your	shower	handle	gets	stuck.Its	simple	enough	to	remedy.	You	need	some	white	vinegar	and	water	in	a	spray	bottle	to	dissolve	the	grime.	You	can	also	use	cleaning	detergent	like	this	Lime-a-Way	Bathroom	Cleaner.How	to	Remove	a	Stuck	Shower	Handle	So,	youve	followed	the
steps	to	the	letter,	and	your	shower	or	tub	handle	wont	budge.	You	will	need	a	special	tool	called	a	faucet	handle	puller.	How	do	you	use	it?	Lets	find	out.What	Youll	NeedFaucet	handle	puller.Flathead	screwdriver.Phillips	screwdriver.Locate	the	cover	plate	on	the	top	of	the	faucet.Use	the	flathead	screwdriver	to	lever	off	the	cover	to	expose	the	screw
anchoring	the	faucet.Remove	the	screw	using	the	screwdriver	(Phillips	or	flathead,	depending	on	the	screw).Place	the	handle	puller	over	the	faucet	handle.Wind	the	faucet	puller	like	a	corkscrew.	The	bolt	will	descend	into	the	empty	shaft	of	the	handle	and	tighten	the	two	grips	at	the	base	of	the	handle.Gently	pull	the	faucet	tool,	and	the	handle	will
come	free.Take	NoteDouble	check	that	your	faucet	handle	is	compatible	with	the	handle	puller.	Brands	like	Moen	may	require	a	specific	type	of	handle	puller.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	HandleOnce	youve	successfully	removed	your	old	shower	handle,	youll	need	to	fit	the	new	one.	It	is	a	simple	process	because	you	reverse	the	procedure	you	used	to
remove	it.As	youve	already	turned	the	water	off	to	remove	the	old	handle,	you	are	safe	to	install	the	new	one.	You	may	need	to	remove	the	escutcheon	plate	(the	cover	plate	concealing	the	hole)	to	reveal	the	cartridge	inside.	The	easiest	method	is	to	replace	like-for-like.With	the	stem	exposed,	slide	the	new	faucet	handle	in	place.	Tighten	the	Allen
screw	on	the	side	of	the	handle	to	hold	it	in	situ.	If	your	model	has	a	screw	through	the	top	of	the	handle,	tighten	it	and	clip	the	cover	plate	back	on.Turn	on	the	water	to	check	for	drips	and	leaks.	If	all	is	good,	turn	the	handle	to	confirm	it	operates	as	it	should.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	Handle	Escutcheon	PlateThe	escutcheon	plate	serves	to	cover	the
unsightly	hole	in	the	shower	wall.	It	is	held	in	place	by	two	screws.	Use	a	flathead	or	Phillips	screwdriver	to	remove	them,	depending	on	the	type.If	the	plate	is	caulked	to	the	shower	wall,	you	will	need	to	use	a	utility	knife	to	score	the	caulk	to	remove	the	escutcheon.	Slide	the	new	escutcheon	plate	so	that	the	screw	holes	align.	Tighten	the	screws
with	the	screwdriver.Push	the	new	faucet	handle	onto	the	stem	and	twist	it	left	and	right	to	ensure	the	mechanism	is	engaged.	Tighten	the	screw	using	either	the	Allen	wrench	or	the	screwdriver,	and	pop	the	cover	plate	back	on	(if	needed).Turn	on	the	water	and	check	for	leaks	and	drips.	Get	a	Handle	on	the	SituationKnowing	how	to	take	off	a
shower	handle	is	vital	if	you	want	your	appliances	to	stay	in	good	working	order.	Shower	fixtures	fail	from	time	to	time,	and	rather	than	wasting	a	packet	on	calling	a	pro,	why	not	fix	it	yourself?Not	only	will	you	feel	like	youve	conquered	Everest,	but	your	family	will	also	shower	you	with	praise	as	their	conquering	hero.	Whats	not	to	love	about	that?
Feedback:	Was	This	Article	Helpful?	Thank	You	For	Your	Feedback!	Thank	You	For	Your	Feedback!	To	replace	a	shower	faucet	handle	(lever/knob),	follow	these	steps:	Gather	Tools	and	Materials:Replacement	faucet	handle.	Screwdriver	(Phillips	or	flathead).	Allen	wrench	(if	applicable).	Plumbers	tape	(Teflon	tape).	Replacement	screws	(if	needed).
Turn	Off	the	Water	Supply:Locate	and	turn	off	the	main	water	supply	to	the	shower	to	ensure	no	water	flows	during	the	replacement.	Remove	the	Old	Handle:Depending	on	the	handle	type,	you	may	need	to	remove	a	screw	or	set	screw	securing	it.	For	a	lever	handle:	Look	for	a	set	screw	near	the	base	of	the	handle.	Use	an	Allen	wrench	to	loosen	and
remove	it.	For	a	knob	handle:	Look	for	a	screw	or	screws	usually	on	the	underside	or	behind	the	decorative	cap.	Use	a	screwdriver	to	remove	them.	Detach	the	Old	Handle:Once	the	screw	or	set	screw	is	removed,	gently	pull	or	wiggle	the	old	handle	until	it	comes	off.	Clean	the	Stem:Inspect	the	stem	for	any	debris,	mineral	deposits,	or	old	plumbers
tape.	Clean	the	stem	thoroughly	to	ensure	a	proper	seal	with	the	new	handle.	Prepare	the	New	Handle:If	necessary,	apply	plumbers	tape	(Teflon	tape)	to	the	threads	of	the	stem	to	create	a	watertight	seal.	Attach	the	New	Handle:Carefully	slide	the	new	handle	onto	the	stem,	aligning	it	with	the	screw	hole	or	set	screw	location.	Secure	the	New
Handle:For	a	lever	handle:	Tighten	the	set	screw	with	an	Allen	wrench	to	secure	the	handle	in	place.	For	a	knob	handle:	Insert	and	tighten	the	screws	you	removed	earlier.	Turn	On	the	Water	Supply:Gradually	turn	on	the	main	water	supply	to	the	shower.	Test	for	Leaks	and	Functionality:Turn	on	the	shower	to	check	for	any	leaks	around	the	handle.
Make	sure	the	new	handle	operates	smoothly	and	controls	the	water	flow	correctly.	Final	Checks	and	Adjustments:Make	any	necessary	adjustments	to	the	handles	position	or	tightness	to	ensure	proper	function	and	a	secure	fit.	Cleanup:Clean	up	your	work	area	and	dispose	of	any	debris.	You	are	likely	to	have	the	following	types	of	shower	faucets	in
your	bathroom:	Lever-type	shower	faucet	Knob-type	shower	faucet	Single-handle	shower	faucet	Double-handle	shower	faucet	3-handle	shower	faucet	Lever	type	shower	faucets	are	also	single-handle	shower	faucets.	You	use	the	same	handle/lever	to	turn	on	the	water	and	also	choose	the	temperature	depending	on	which	side	you	turn	it.	If	you	have	a
tub-shower	combo,	the	shower	diverter	will	be	on	the	tub	spout.	With	a	two/three-handle	shower	faucet,	you	will	have	knobs.	Each	knob	will	turn	on	the	cold	and	the	hot	water.	The	middle	knob	in	a	3-handle	shower	faucet	is	the	shower	diverter	valve.	I	will	start	by	showing	you	how	to	replace	a	single-handle/lever	shower	faucet	handle	then	we	will
look	at	how	to	replace	a	shower	faucet	knob/handle	later.	If	you	have	a	modern	Moen	or	Delta	single-handle	shower	faucet	(some	other	brands	as	well),	this	is	the	handle	you	have.	The	good	thing	is	that	you	replace	a	3-handle	shower	faucet	with	this	type	of	faucet.	More	information	on	that	here.	If	you	have	a	broken	single-handle	shower	faucet
handle,	this	is	how	to	replace	it:	Replacing	this	handle	will	require	you	to	first	turn	it	upside	down	to	access	the	screw.	There	is	no	way	to	do	that	without	water	running	out	of	the	shower	head	or	tub	spout.	For	that	reason,	you	will	first	need	to	turn	off	water	to	the	shower.	If	you	are	lucky,	there	will	be	an	access	panel	on	the	wall	behind	the	shower.
There	are	shut	off	valves	behind	the	access	panel	for	the	hot	and	cold	water.	If	you	have	no	shower	access	panel	in	your	house,	you	will	need	to	turn	off	water	to	your	entire	house.	The	shut	off	valve	will	be	in	the	basement	very	close	to	the	water	heater	where	the	main	water	line	enters	the	house.	Turn	on	the	faucet	to	drain	the	water	already	in	the
pipes.	Do	not	forget	to	plug	off	the	shower/bathtub	drain	to	prevent	losing	screws	down	to	the	drain.	Turn	the	faucet	handle	upside	down	to	reveal	a	hex	screw	that	connects	it	to	the	rest	of	the	faucet.	Use	an	Allen	wrench	to	loosen	and	remove	the	screw.	Pull	out	the	handle	as	you	wiggle	it	at	the	same	time.	An	escutcheon	is	the	decorative	trim	plate
which	is	used	to	cover	the	unsightly	hole	on	the	bathroom	wall	where	the	faucet	is	installed.	It	is	installed	purely	for	cosmetic	purposes.	All	faucets	dont	look	the	same.	You	will	notice	that	after	removing	the	faucet	handle,	there	may	be	an	anti-scald	device	or	other	attachments	at	the	tip	of	the	shower	cartridge.	The	good	thing	is	you	can	remove	the
escutcheon	without	removing	these	parts.	The	escutcheon	will	be	attached	to	the	wall	using	2	screws.	Loosen	the	screws	with	a	screwdriver	and	remove	the	escutcheon.	Note:	The	escutcheon	may	be	caulked	to	the	wall.	If	that	is	the	case,	cut	through	the	caulk	with	a	knife.	You	may	also	need	to	tap	the	escutcheon	gently	to	completely	free	it	up.	Slide
in	the	new	escutcheon	and	align	the	screw	holes	as	they	were	before.	Put	in	the	screws	and	tighten	it	against	the	wall.	Push	the	new	faucet	handle	on	the	shower	cartridge.	Before	putting	in	the	screw,	turn	the	handle	left	and	right	to	be	sure	that	is	properly	engaged	and	that	it	is	moving	freely.	Insert	the	screw	and	tighten	it	with	the	Allen	wrench.
Turn	the	water	to	the	shower	back	on	and	check	the	handle	is	shutting	off	and	turning	on	precisely.	And	basically	that	is	how	to	replace	a	shower	faucet	handle	in	a	single-handle	shower	faucet.	Replacing	the	handle	in	a	two/three-handle	shower	faucet	will	take	longer	if	you	are	replacing	all	the	3	handles	(recommended)	but	it	is	absolutely	easy.	I
dont	even	turn	off	the	water	to	the	shower	during	the	replacement.	The	shower	faucet/knob	is	usually	attached	to	the	shower	cartridge/stem	by	a	long	Philips	screw.	This	screw	is	however	hidden	by	a	small	index	cap	at	the	front/face	of	the	knob.	Keenly	look	at	the	front	of	your	shower	faucet	knob.	You	will	see	a	small	index	cap	either	with	the	faucet
brand	logo	or	with	initials	C	or	H	to	denote	cold	or	hot	water.	Here	is	how	to	replace	a	two/three	shower	faucet	handle:	Remove	the	index	cap.	For	this	you	will	need	a	flat	and	sharp	surface	like	a	small	flathead	screw	driver	or	even	a	knife.	Pry	off	the	off	the	cap	being	careful	not	to	injure	your	fingers.	Dont	worry	if	it	breaks.	Use	a	Philips	screwdriver
to	remove	the	screw.	As	you	hold	the	screwdriver	with	one	hand,	use	your	other	handle	to	grab	the	knob	and	counter	the	force	of	the	screwdriver.	This	will	prevent	you	from	turning	the	faucet	on.	Once	the	screw	is	out,	pull	out	the	knob.	Depending	on	how	long	the	handle	has	been	there,	it	might	be	very	sticky	so	you	will	need	to	wiggle	and	pull	it	out
forcefully.	Remove	the	escutcheon.	Again,	this	step	is	optional.	With	these	types	of	faucet	handles,	the	escutcheon	could	be	threaded	on	the	faucet	stem.	All	you	will	need	is	to	do	is	loosen	it	with	a	wrench.	Install	the	new	escutcheon.	Slide	in	the	new	escutcheon	and	secure	it	against	the	wall.	If	you	dont	want	to	replace	the	escutcheon,	clean	the	old
escutcheon/stop	tube	especially	if	there	are	mineral	deposits	on	it	to	allow	the	new	handle	to	slide	in	freely.	Slide	in	the	new	knob	and	secure	it	with	a	screw.	Pop	in	the	new	index	cover	to	conceal	the	screw.	Test	the	new	handle.	And	that	is	how	to	replace	a	shower	faucet	handle.	I	hope	this	guide	was	helpful.	Knowing	how	to	remove	a	shower	handle
helps	you	maintain	your	shower	and	keeps	it	in	working	order.	However,	shower	handle	replacement	depends	on	the	type	of	shower	handle	you	have.Luckily,	we	have	the	definitive	guide	on	how	to	replace	a	shower	handle	and	offer	hints	and	tips	on	removing	a	stuck	handle.	How	to	Remove	Different	Types	of	Shower	HandlesThere	are	several	types
of	shower	handles,	some	with	no	visible	screws	and	others	without	screws.	Lets	take	a	look	at	your	options:Lever	HandlesLever	handles	consist	of	a	bar	handle	attached	to	a	pivot.	The	screws	are	typically	concealed	beneath	a	cover	plate,	so	you	must	remove	it	to	get	access.Pop	off	the	faceplate	and	loosen	the	screws	to	remove	the	handle.	It	is	one	of
the	easiest	to	remove	and	the	most	common	handle	in	US	showers.Knob	HandlesWhether	its	a	globe,	jeweled,	or	square,	knob	handles	look	like	door	handles.	They	are	easy	to	use	and	look	classy.Twist	them	clockwise,	and	you	get	running	water.	Counterclockwise	turns	the	faucet	off.They	come	in	screw	and	screwless	models	with	locking	pins.	You
will	only	know	which	you	have	once	you	examine	it	more	closely.Screw	models	have	a	cover	plate	on	the	top	of	the	handle.	Simply	remove	that	to	expose	the	screw.Screwless	models	have	an	Allen	bolt	concealed	in	the	side	beneath	the	handle.	You	will	need	a	hex	or	Allen	key	to	remove	the	bolt,	and	the	handle	comes	off.Cross	HandlesCross	handle
faucets	are	a	hark	back	to	the	olden	days,	invoking	a	vintage	style.	The	front	of	the	shower	handle	has	a	cover	plate	(typically	labeled	hot	and	cold).	Pop	off	the	plate	with	a	flathead	screwdriver	to	reveal	the	screw	beneath.Remove	the	screw,	and	the	handle	comes	off.	This	type	of	handle	is	becoming	increasingly	popular	with	people	designing	spaces
with	a	nod	to	the	past.Double	Faucet	HandlesDouble	faucet	handles	consist	of	two	handles,	with	one	controlling	the	hot	and	the	other	the	cold.	Typically,	they	have	two	cross	handles	or	knobs	at	each	end.	Remove	the	cap	plate	to	expose	the	set	screws	beneath.Use	a	crosshead	screwdriver	and	remove	the	screws,	and	the	handles	come	away.	If	you
have	a	screwless	double	faucet	handle,	locate	the	hex	bolt	beneath	the	handle	on	the	stem.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	remove	the	bolt,	and	the	head	comes	free.Single	HandlesSingle	handles	twist	both	left	and	right	to	control	the	hot	and	cold	function.	The	screw	is	located	on	the	stem	beneath	the	pivoting	faucet	head.	Remove	the	screw	using	a	flathead	or
crosshead	screwdriver	(depending	on	your	model),	and	the	handle	lifts	off.Delta	Shower	HandlesLocate	the	small	rubber	plug	just	under	the	handle	curve.	Pull	it	out	with	your	fingers	to	reveal	the	small	hex	screw	beneath.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	loosen	the	nut,	and	the	handle	comes	away	from	the	stem.If	you	struggle	to	free	the	rubber	plug,	use	long-
nose	pliers.	Ensure	that	you	have	a	safe	place	to	store	the	plug	while	removing	the	handle.How	to	Remove	a	Handle	With	No	Visible	ScrewsSo,	the	time	has	come	to	remove	that	faulty	shower	handle.	Before	we	get	down	to	the	details,	what	tools	will	you	need	to	complete	the	task	successfully?What	Youll	NeedAllen	wrenches.Adjustable
wrench.Flathead	screwdriver.Old	rags.Rust	cleaner.Lubricant.White	vinegar.A	handle	removal	tool	(optional).1.	Isolate	the	Water	SupplyTurn	off	the	water	at	the	isolation	switch	near	the	shower,	or	the	mains	valve	entering	the	house.	You	will	need	a	flathead	screwdriver	or	you	can	simply	turn	the	handle	to	switch	off	the	water	supply.2.	Remove	the
FaceplateSpray	some	WD-40	on	the	faceplate	and	then	use	an	adjustable	wrench	to	twist	it	off.	Some	faceplates	have	a	raised	lip	that	allows	you	to	wedge	a	flathead	screwdriver	to	pop	it	off.3.	Clean	InsideWhile	the	faceplate	is	removed,	use	white	vinegar	to	clean	out	the	grime.	You	will	also	spot	the	manufacturers	nameplate	inside	the	recess.	This	is
crucial	if	you	want	to	replace	like-for-like	because	it	isnt	always	obvious.The	hidden	screws	are	located	inside	this	section	of	your	faucet	handle.	You	may	also	want	to	spray	a	lubricant	inside	to	loosen	the	screw,	making	it	easier	to	remove.4.	Loosen	the	ScrewDepending	on	the	type	of	faucet	handle	you	have,	use	the	screwdriver	or	Allen	wrench	to
loosen	the	concealed	screw	and	remove	it.	Place	it	in	a	safe	place	because	they	are	easy	to	lose.Keep	In	MindSome	faucet	handles	dont	have	a	cover	plate.	The	hex	screw	is	located	under	the	handle	on	the	stem.5.	Remove	the	HandleGently	wiggle	the	handle	free	from	the	stem.	It	may	take	some	time	as	grime	and	debris	build-up	can	stick	the	handle
to	the	fixture.	Use	more	WD-40	if	needed,	and	eventually,	the	handle	will	come	free.Why	Is	My	Shower	Handle	Stuck?Your	shower	handle	is	probably	gunked	up.	Showers	are	exposed	to	constant	water	and	mineral	deposits.	When	the	water	dries,	it	forms	a	white	residue.Over	time,	it	hardens	in	a	process	called	scaling.	This	is	why	your	shower	handle
gets	stuck.Its	simple	enough	to	remedy.	You	need	some	white	vinegar	and	water	in	a	spray	bottle	to	dissolve	the	grime.	You	can	also	use	cleaning	detergent	like	this	Lime-a-Way	Bathroom	Cleaner.How	to	Remove	a	Stuck	Shower	Handle	So,	youve	followed	the	steps	to	the	letter,	and	your	shower	or	tub	handle	wont	budge.	You	will	need	a	special	tool
called	a	faucet	handle	puller.	How	do	you	use	it?	Lets	find	out.What	Youll	NeedFaucet	handle	puller.Flathead	screwdriver.Phillips	screwdriver.Locate	the	cover	plate	on	the	top	of	the	faucet.Use	the	flathead	screwdriver	to	lever	off	the	cover	to	expose	the	screw	anchoring	the	faucet.Remove	the	screw	using	the	screwdriver	(Phillips	or	flathead,
depending	on	the	screw).Place	the	handle	puller	over	the	faucet	handle.Wind	the	faucet	puller	like	a	corkscrew.	The	bolt	will	descend	into	the	empty	shaft	of	the	handle	and	tighten	the	two	grips	at	the	base	of	the	handle.Gently	pull	the	faucet	tool,	and	the	handle	will	come	free.Take	NoteDouble	check	that	your	faucet	handle	is	compatible	with	the
handle	puller.	Brands	like	Moen	may	require	a	specific	type	of	handle	puller.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	HandleOnce	youve	successfully	removed	your	old	shower	handle,	youll	need	to	fit	the	new	one.	It	is	a	simple	process	because	you	reverse	the	procedure	you	used	to	remove	it.As	youve	already	turned	the	water	off	to	remove	the	old	handle,	you	are
safe	to	install	the	new	one.	You	may	need	to	remove	the	escutcheon	plate	(the	cover	plate	concealing	the	hole)	to	reveal	the	cartridge	inside.	The	easiest	method	is	to	replace	like-for-like.With	the	stem	exposed,	slide	the	new	faucet	handle	in	place.	Tighten	the	Allen	screw	on	the	side	of	the	handle	to	hold	it	in	situ.	If	your	model	has	a	screw	through	the
top	of	the	handle,	tighten	it	and	clip	the	cover	plate	back	on.Turn	on	the	water	to	check	for	drips	and	leaks.	If	all	is	good,	turn	the	handle	to	confirm	it	operates	as	it	should.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	Handle	Escutcheon	PlateThe	escutcheon	plate	serves	to	cover	the	unsightly	hole	in	the	shower	wall.	It	is	held	in	place	by	two	screws.	Use	a	flathead	or
Phillips	screwdriver	to	remove	them,	depending	on	the	type.If	the	plate	is	caulked	to	the	shower	wall,	you	will	need	to	use	a	utility	knife	to	score	the	caulk	to	remove	the	escutcheon.	Slide	the	new	escutcheon	plate	so	that	the	screw	holes	align.	Tighten	the	screws	with	the	screwdriver.Push	the	new	faucet	handle	onto	the	stem	and	twist	it	left	and	right
to	ensure	the	mechanism	is	engaged.	Tighten	the	screw	using	either	the	Allen	wrench	or	the	screwdriver,	and	pop	the	cover	plate	back	on	(if	needed).Turn	on	the	water	and	check	for	leaks	and	drips.	Get	a	Handle	on	the	SituationKnowing	how	to	take	off	a	shower	handle	is	vital	if	you	want	your	appliances	to	stay	in	good	working	order.	Shower
fixtures	fail	from	time	to	time,	and	rather	than	wasting	a	packet	on	calling	a	pro,	why	not	fix	it	yourself?Not	only	will	you	feel	like	youve	conquered	Everest,	but	your	family	will	also	shower	you	with	praise	as	their	conquering	hero.	Whats	not	to	love	about	that?	Feedback:	Was	This	Article	Helpful?	Thank	You	For	Your	Feedback!	Thank	You	For	Your
Feedback!	How	to	Remove	a	Shower	Faucet	HandleYour	shower	faucet	handle	is	one	of	the	most	used	parts	of	your	bathroom,	but	its	also	one	of	the	most	likely	to	break.	If	your	shower	faucet	handle	is	loose,	wobbly,	or	leaking,	you	may	need	to	remove	it	and	replace	it.	This	is	a	relatively	simple	DIY	project	that	can	be	completed	in	a	few	minutes	with
a	few	basic	tools.In	this	article,	well	walk	you	through	the	steps	on	how	to	remove	a	shower	faucet	handle.	Well	also	provide	tips	on	how	to	choose	the	right	replacement	handle	and	how	to	install	it	correctly.	So	if	your	shower	faucet	handle	is	giving	you	trouble,	read	on	for	the	solution!`htmlStepInstructionsImage1Turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the
faucet.2Locate	the	setscrews	that	hold	the	handle	in	place.3Use	a	screwdriver	to	loosen	the	setscrews.4Pry	the	handle	off	of	the	faucet.5Replace	the	old	handle	with	a	new	one.`Shower	faucet	handles	are	a	common	part	of	any	bathroom,	but	they	can	also	be	a	source	of	frustration	when	they	break	or	need	to	be	replaced.	If	youre	looking	to	remove	a
shower	faucet	handle,	there	are	a	few	things	youll	need	to	know.In	this	guide,	well	walk	you	through	the	process	of	removing	a	shower	faucet	handle,	step-by-step.	Well	also	provide	tips	on	how	to	avoid	common	mistakes	and	make	the	job	go	as	smoothly	as	possible.Tools	and	MaterialsThe	following	tools	and	materials	are	required	to	remove	a	shower
faucet	handle:Adjustable	wrenchPliersPenetrating	oilRagSteps1.	Turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	shower.	This	is	usually	done	by	turning	the	shut-off	valve	located	behind	the	shower	faucet.2.	Remove	the	decorative	cap	covering	the	shower	faucet	handle.	This	cap	is	usually	held	in	place	by	a	small	set	screw.	Use	a	Phillips	head	screwdriver	to	remove
the	set	screw.3.	Grip	the	shower	faucet	handle	with	an	adjustable	wrench	and	turn	it	counterclockwise.	Be	careful	not	to	overtighten	the	wrench,	as	this	could	damage	the	handle.4.	If	the	handle	is	stuck,	apply	a	few	drops	of	penetrating	oil	to	the	threads	and	let	it	sit	for	a	few	minutes.	This	will	help	to	loosen	the	threads	and	make	them	easier	to
turn.5.	Once	the	handle	is	loose,	use	pliers	to	grip	the	handle	and	turn	it	counterclockwise	until	it	comes	off.6.	Clean	the	threads	of	the	shower	faucet	stem	with	a	rag.7.	Reinstall	the	decorative	cap.Removing	a	shower	faucet	handle	is	a	relatively	simple	task,	but	its	important	to	follow	the	steps	carefully	to	avoid	damaging	the	handle	or	the	shower
faucet.	By	following	the	steps	in	this	guide,	you	can	remove	your	shower	faucet	handle	with	ease.Here	are	a	few	additional	tips	for	removing	a	shower	faucet	handle:If	the	handle	is	stuck,	you	can	try	heating	it	up	with	a	hair	dryer.	This	will	help	to	loosen	the	adhesive	that	is	holding	the	handle	in	place.If	you	are	unable	to	remove	the	handle	by
yourself,	you	can	call	a	plumber	for	help.	A	plumber	will	have	the	tools	and	experience	necessary	to	remove	the	handle	safely	and	without	damaging	the	shower	faucet.Related	Articles[How	to	Replace	a	Shower	Faucet	Handle](	[How	to	Repair	a	Leaking	Shower	Faucet](	[How	to	Clean	a	Shower	Faucet](	How	to	Remove	Shower	Faucet	Handle?
Shower	faucet	handles	are	an	essential	part	of	your	shower,	but	they	can	also	be	a	pain	to	remove	if	they	break	or	you	need	to	replace	them.	Luckily,	removing	a	shower	faucet	handle	is	a	relatively	simple	task	that	can	be	completed	in	just	a	few	minutes.In	this	guide,	we	will	walk	you	through	the	process	of	removing	a	shower	faucet	handle,	step-by-
step.	We	will	also	provide	some	tips	and	tricks	to	help	you	get	the	job	done	quickly	and	easily.Tools	and	MaterialsTo	remove	a	shower	faucet	handle,	you	will	need	the	following	tools	and	materials:A	screwdriverA	pair	of	pliersA	rag	or	towelPenetrating	oil	(optional)Step	1:	Turn	off	the	Water	SupplyBefore	you	can	remove	the	shower	faucet	handle,	you
will	need	to	turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	shower.	This	will	prevent	any	water	from	leaking	out	of	the	faucet	while	you	are	working	on	it.To	turn	off	the	water	supply,	locate	the	shut-off	valve	for	the	shower.	This	valve	is	usually	located	near	the	water	heater	or	the	main	water	line.	Once	you	have	located	the	valve,	turn	it	clockwise	to	close	it.Step	2:
Loosen	the	Screws	that	Hold	the	Handle	in	PlaceOnce	the	water	supply	has	been	turned	off,	you	can	begin	to	loosen	the	screws	that	hold	the	shower	faucet	handle	in	place.	These	screws	are	typically	located	on	the	back	of	the	handle,	and	they	are	usually	held	in	place	with	a	Phillips	head	screwdriver.Use	a	Phillips	head	screwdriver	to	loosen	the
screws	that	hold	the	handle	in	place.	Be	careful	not	to	overtighten	the	screws,	as	this	could	damage	the	handle.Step	3:	Remove	the	HandleOnce	the	screws	have	been	loosened,	you	can	remove	the	handle	from	the	faucet.	To	do	this,	simply	grasp	the	handle	and	pull	it	straight	out.	The	handle	should	come	off	fairly	easily.If	the	handle	is	stuck,	you	can
try	using	a	little	bit	of	penetrating	oil	to	loosen	it.	Apply	the	penetrating	oil	to	the	threads	of	the	handle	and	let	it	sit	for	a	few	minutes.	Then,	try	to	remove	the	handle	again.Step	4:	Clean	the	FaucetOnce	the	handle	has	been	removed,	you	can	clean	the	faucet.	To	do	this,	use	a	rag	or	towel	to	wipe	down	the	faucet.	Be	sure	to	clean	the	threads	of	the
faucet	where	the	handle	was	attached.Step	5:	Reinstall	the	HandleTo	reinstall	the	handle,	simply	reverse	the	steps	that	you	took	to	remove	it.	First,	apply	a	little	bit	of	plumbers	grease	to	the	threads	of	the	handle.	Then,	insert	the	handle	into	the	faucet	and	tighten	the	screws.Be	sure	to	tighten	the	screws	until	they	are	snug,	but	not	too	tight.
Overtightening	the	screws	could	damage	the	handle.Removing	a	shower	faucet	handle	is	a	relatively	simple	task	that	can	be	completed	in	just	a	few	minutes.	By	following	the	steps	in	this	guide,	you	can	easily	remove	your	shower	faucet	handle	and	replace	it	with	a	new	one.Here	are	some	additional	tips	and	tricks	that	may	help	you	remove	your
shower	faucet	handle:If	the	screws	are	stuck,	you	can	try	using	a	heat	gun	to	loosen	them.	Hold	the	heat	gun	a	few	inches	away	from	the	screws	and	turn	it	on	high.	The	heat	will	help	to	loosen	the	screws	and	make	them	easier	to	remove.If	the	handle	is	still	stuck	after	you	have	loosened	the	screws,	you	can	try	using	a	pry	bar	to	remove	it.	Insert	the
pry	bar	between	the	handle	and	the	faucet	and	gently	pry	the	handle	off.	Be	careful	not	to	damage	the	faucet.If	you	are	having	trouble	removing	the	handle,	you	can	always	call	a	plumber	for	help.	A	plumber	will	be	able	to	remove	the	handle	quickly	and	easily.	How	do	I	remove	a	shower	faucet	handle?1.	Turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	This	is
usually	located	at	the	back	of	the	faucet,	near	the	bottom.2.	Remove	the	decorative	cap.	This	is	usually	a	small,	round	cap	that	is	located	at	the	center	of	the	handle.	It	may	be	held	in	place	by	a	screw	or	a	small	clip.3.	Locate	the	setscrews.	These	are	usually	located	on	the	underside	of	the	handle,	near	the	center.	There	may	be	one	or	two	setscrews.4.
Use	a	screwdriver	to	loosen	the	setscrews.	Turn	the	screwdriver	counterclockwise	to	loosen	the	setscrews.5.	Remove	the	handle.	Once	the	setscrews	are	loosened,	you	can	carefully	pry	the	handle	off	of	the	faucet.	Be	careful	not	to	damage	the	faucet.What	if	the	setscrews	are	stripped?If	the	setscrews	are	stripped,	you	can	try	using	a	pair	of	pliers	to
grip	the	setscrews	and	turn	them.	You	can	also	try	using	a	small	file	to	create	a	new	slot	in	the	setscrews	so	that	you	can	use	a	screwdriver	to	turn	them.What	if	the	handle	is	stuck?If	the	handle	is	stuck,	you	can	try	using	a	penetrating	oil	to	loosen	it.	Spray	the	penetrating	oil	on	the	threads	of	the	handle	and	let	it	sit	for	a	few	minutes.	Then,	try	to
turn	the	handle	again.	You	can	also	try	using	a	hair	dryer	to	heat	up	the	handle.	This	will	help	to	loosen	the	adhesive	that	is	holding	the	handle	in	place.How	do	I	replace	a	shower	faucet	handle?1.	Purchase	a	new	shower	faucet	handle.	Make	sure	that	the	new	handle	is	compatible	with	your	faucet.2.	Remove	the	old	handle.	Follow	the	steps	above	to
remove	the	old	handle.3.	Install	the	new	handle.	Align	the	new	handle	with	the	faucet	and	tighten	the	setscrews.4.	Turn	on	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	Test	the	faucet	to	make	sure	that	it	is	working	properly.What	are	some	common	problems	with	shower	faucet	handles?Some	common	problems	with	shower	faucet	handles	include:The	handle	is
stuck.The	handle	is	loose.The	handle	is	leaking.The	handle	is	damaged.How	can	I	prevent	problems	with	my	shower	faucet	handle?You	can	prevent	problems	with	your	shower	faucet	handle	by:Turning	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet	when	you	are	not	using	it.Cleaning	the	faucet	regularly	to	prevent	build-up	of	dirt	and	grime.Replacing	the	faucet
handle	if	it	is	damaged.By	following	these	tips,	you	can	help	to	keep	your	shower	faucet	handle	working	properly	for	many	years	to	come.In	this	blog	post,	we	have	discussed	how	to	remove	a	shower	faucet	handle.	We	have	covered	the	steps	involved	in	the	process,	as	well	as	some	tips	and	tricks	to	make	the	job	easier.	We	hope	that	this	information
has	been	helpful,	and	that	you	are	now	able	to	remove	your	shower	faucet	handle	with	ease.Here	are	some	key	takeaways	from	this	blog	post:To	remove	a	shower	faucet	handle,	you	will	need	to	first	turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	shower.Once	the	water	is	turned	off,	you	can	use	a	screwdriver	to	remove	the	screws	that	hold	the	handle	in	place.You
may	also	need	to	use	a	wrench	to	loosen	the	nuts	that	hold	the	handle	in	place.Once	the	screws	and	nuts	are	removed,	you	can	simply	pull	the	handle	off	of	the	faucet.Be	sure	to	replace	the	old	handle	with	a	new	one	that	is	the	same	size	and	type	as	the	original.By	following	these	steps,	you	can	easily	remove	your	shower	faucet	handle	and	replace	it
with	a	new	one.	Liana	FarrellLiana	Farrell	is	the	owner	of	toiletty.com.	She	is	a	mom	of	two	and	is	very	passionate	about	home	improvement.	Liana	has	ten	years	of	home	improvement	experience,	and	in	her	own	words,	she	said:	I	love	improving	the	home,	and	Im	very	passionate	about	keeping	the	home	in	the	best	possible	condition.	I	love	it!	Liana
Farrell	balances	beauty	and	functionality	when	she	goes	about	her	home	improvement	jobs.	Knowing	how	to	remove	a	shower	handle	helps	you	maintain	your	shower	and	keeps	it	in	working	order.	However,	shower	handle	replacement	depends	on	the	type	of	shower	handle	you	have.Luckily,	we	have	the	definitive	guide	on	how	to	replace	a	shower
handle	and	offer	hints	and	tips	on	removing	a	stuck	handle.	How	to	Remove	Different	Types	of	Shower	HandlesThere	are	several	types	of	shower	handles,	some	with	no	visible	screws	and	others	without	screws.	Lets	take	a	look	at	your	options:Lever	HandlesLever	handles	consist	of	a	bar	handle	attached	to	a	pivot.	The	screws	are	typically	concealed
beneath	a	cover	plate,	so	you	must	remove	it	to	get	access.Pop	off	the	faceplate	and	loosen	the	screws	to	remove	the	handle.	It	is	one	of	the	easiest	to	remove	and	the	most	common	handle	in	US	showers.Knob	HandlesWhether	its	a	globe,	jeweled,	or	square,	knob	handles	look	like	door	handles.	They	are	easy	to	use	and	look	classy.Twist	them
clockwise,	and	you	get	running	water.	Counterclockwise	turns	the	faucet	off.They	come	in	screw	and	screwless	models	with	locking	pins.	You	will	only	know	which	you	have	once	you	examine	it	more	closely.Screw	models	have	a	cover	plate	on	the	top	of	the	handle.	Simply	remove	that	to	expose	the	screw.Screwless	models	have	an	Allen	bolt
concealed	in	the	side	beneath	the	handle.	You	will	need	a	hex	or	Allen	key	to	remove	the	bolt,	and	the	handle	comes	off.Cross	HandlesCross	handle	faucets	are	a	hark	back	to	the	olden	days,	invoking	a	vintage	style.	The	front	of	the	shower	handle	has	a	cover	plate	(typically	labeled	hot	and	cold).	Pop	off	the	plate	with	a	flathead	screwdriver	to	reveal
the	screw	beneath.Remove	the	screw,	and	the	handle	comes	off.	This	type	of	handle	is	becoming	increasingly	popular	with	people	designing	spaces	with	a	nod	to	the	past.Double	Faucet	HandlesDouble	faucet	handles	consist	of	two	handles,	with	one	controlling	the	hot	and	the	other	the	cold.	Typically,	they	have	two	cross	handles	or	knobs	at	each	end.
Remove	the	cap	plate	to	expose	the	set	screws	beneath.Use	a	crosshead	screwdriver	and	remove	the	screws,	and	the	handles	come	away.	If	you	have	a	screwless	double	faucet	handle,	locate	the	hex	bolt	beneath	the	handle	on	the	stem.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	remove	the	bolt,	and	the	head	comes	free.Single	HandlesSingle	handles	twist	both	left	and
right	to	control	the	hot	and	cold	function.	The	screw	is	located	on	the	stem	beneath	the	pivoting	faucet	head.	Remove	the	screw	using	a	flathead	or	crosshead	screwdriver	(depending	on	your	model),	and	the	handle	lifts	off.Delta	Shower	HandlesLocate	the	small	rubber	plug	just	under	the	handle	curve.	Pull	it	out	with	your	fingers	to	reveal	the	small
hex	screw	beneath.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	loosen	the	nut,	and	the	handle	comes	away	from	the	stem.If	you	struggle	to	free	the	rubber	plug,	use	long-nose	pliers.	Ensure	that	you	have	a	safe	place	to	store	the	plug	while	removing	the	handle.How	to	Remove	a	Handle	With	No	Visible	ScrewsSo,	the	time	has	come	to	remove	that	faulty	shower	handle.
Before	we	get	down	to	the	details,	what	tools	will	you	need	to	complete	the	task	successfully?What	Youll	NeedAllen	wrenches.Adjustable	wrench.Flathead	screwdriver.Old	rags.Rust	cleaner.Lubricant.White	vinegar.A	handle	removal	tool	(optional).1.	Isolate	the	Water	SupplyTurn	off	the	water	at	the	isolation	switch	near	the	shower,	or	the	mains	valve
entering	the	house.	You	will	need	a	flathead	screwdriver	or	you	can	simply	turn	the	handle	to	switch	off	the	water	supply.2.	Remove	the	FaceplateSpray	some	WD-40	on	the	faceplate	and	then	use	an	adjustable	wrench	to	twist	it	off.	Some	faceplates	have	a	raised	lip	that	allows	you	to	wedge	a	flathead	screwdriver	to	pop	it	off.3.	Clean	InsideWhile	the
faceplate	is	removed,	use	white	vinegar	to	clean	out	the	grime.	You	will	also	spot	the	manufacturers	nameplate	inside	the	recess.	This	is	crucial	if	you	want	to	replace	like-for-like	because	it	isnt	always	obvious.The	hidden	screws	are	located	inside	this	section	of	your	faucet	handle.	You	may	also	want	to	spray	a	lubricant	inside	to	loosen	the	screw,
making	it	easier	to	remove.4.	Loosen	the	ScrewDepending	on	the	type	of	faucet	handle	you	have,	use	the	screwdriver	or	Allen	wrench	to	loosen	the	concealed	screw	and	remove	it.	Place	it	in	a	safe	place	because	they	are	easy	to	lose.Keep	In	MindSome	faucet	handles	dont	have	a	cover	plate.	The	hex	screw	is	located	under	the	handle	on	the	stem.5.
Remove	the	HandleGently	wiggle	the	handle	free	from	the	stem.	It	may	take	some	time	as	grime	and	debris	build-up	can	stick	the	handle	to	the	fixture.	Use	more	WD-40	if	needed,	and	eventually,	the	handle	will	come	free.Why	Is	My	Shower	Handle	Stuck?Your	shower	handle	is	probably	gunked	up.	Showers	are	exposed	to	constant	water	and	mineral
deposits.	When	the	water	dries,	it	forms	a	white	residue.Over	time,	it	hardens	in	a	process	called	scaling.	This	is	why	your	shower	handle	gets	stuck.Its	simple	enough	to	remedy.	You	need	some	white	vinegar	and	water	in	a	spray	bottle	to	dissolve	the	grime.	You	can	also	use	cleaning	detergent	like	this	Lime-a-Way	Bathroom	Cleaner.How	to	Remove	a
Stuck	Shower	Handle	So,	youve	followed	the	steps	to	the	letter,	and	your	shower	or	tub	handle	wont	budge.	You	will	need	a	special	tool	called	a	faucet	handle	puller.	How	do	you	use	it?	Lets	find	out.What	Youll	NeedFaucet	handle	puller.Flathead	screwdriver.Phillips	screwdriver.Locate	the	cover	plate	on	the	top	of	the	faucet.Use	the	flathead
screwdriver	to	lever	off	the	cover	to	expose	the	screw	anchoring	the	faucet.Remove	the	screw	using	the	screwdriver	(Phillips	or	flathead,	depending	on	the	screw).Place	the	handle	puller	over	the	faucet	handle.Wind	the	faucet	puller	like	a	corkscrew.	The	bolt	will	descend	into	the	empty	shaft	of	the	handle	and	tighten	the	two	grips	at	the	base	of	the
handle.Gently	pull	the	faucet	tool,	and	the	handle	will	come	free.Take	NoteDouble	check	that	your	faucet	handle	is	compatible	with	the	handle	puller.	Brands	like	Moen	may	require	a	specific	type	of	handle	puller.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	HandleOnce	youve	successfully	removed	your	old	shower	handle,	youll	need	to	fit	the	new	one.	It	is	a	simple
process	because	you	reverse	the	procedure	you	used	to	remove	it.As	youve	already	turned	the	water	off	to	remove	the	old	handle,	you	are	safe	to	install	the	new	one.	You	may	need	to	remove	the	escutcheon	plate	(the	cover	plate	concealing	the	hole)	to	reveal	the	cartridge	inside.	The	easiest	method	is	to	replace	like-for-like.With	the	stem	exposed,
slide	the	new	faucet	handle	in	place.	Tighten	the	Allen	screw	on	the	side	of	the	handle	to	hold	it	in	situ.	If	your	model	has	a	screw	through	the	top	of	the	handle,	tighten	it	and	clip	the	cover	plate	back	on.Turn	on	the	water	to	check	for	drips	and	leaks.	If	all	is	good,	turn	the	handle	to	confirm	it	operates	as	it	should.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	Handle
Escutcheon	PlateThe	escutcheon	plate	serves	to	cover	the	unsightly	hole	in	the	shower	wall.	It	is	held	in	place	by	two	screws.	Use	a	flathead	or	Phillips	screwdriver	to	remove	them,	depending	on	the	type.If	the	plate	is	caulked	to	the	shower	wall,	you	will	need	to	use	a	utility	knife	to	score	the	caulk	to	remove	the	escutcheon.	Slide	the	new	escutcheon
plate	so	that	the	screw	holes	align.	Tighten	the	screws	with	the	screwdriver.Push	the	new	faucet	handle	onto	the	stem	and	twist	it	left	and	right	to	ensure	the	mechanism	is	engaged.	Tighten	the	screw	using	either	the	Allen	wrench	or	the	screwdriver,	and	pop	the	cover	plate	back	on	(if	needed).Turn	on	the	water	and	check	for	leaks	and	drips.	Get	a
Handle	on	the	SituationKnowing	how	to	take	off	a	shower	handle	is	vital	if	you	want	your	appliances	to	stay	in	good	working	order.	Shower	fixtures	fail	from	time	to	time,	and	rather	than	wasting	a	packet	on	calling	a	pro,	why	not	fix	it	yourself?Not	only	will	you	feel	like	youve	conquered	Everest,	but	your	family	will	also	shower	you	with	praise	as	their
conquering	hero.	Whats	not	to	love	about	that?	Feedback:	Was	This	Article	Helpful?	Thank	You	For	Your	Feedback!	Thank	You	For	Your	Feedback!	Knowing	how	to	remove	a	shower	handle	helps	you	maintain	your	shower	and	keeps	it	in	working	order.	However,	shower	handle	replacement	depends	on	the	type	of	shower	handle	you	have.Luckily,	we
have	the	definitive	guide	on	how	to	replace	a	shower	handle	and	offer	hints	and	tips	on	removing	a	stuck	handle.	How	to	Remove	Different	Types	of	Shower	HandlesThere	are	several	types	of	shower	handles,	some	with	no	visible	screws	and	others	without	screws.	Lets	take	a	look	at	your	options:Lever	HandlesLever	handles	consist	of	a	bar	handle
attached	to	a	pivot.	The	screws	are	typically	concealed	beneath	a	cover	plate,	so	you	must	remove	it	to	get	access.Pop	off	the	faceplate	and	loosen	the	screws	to	remove	the	handle.	It	is	one	of	the	easiest	to	remove	and	the	most	common	handle	in	US	showers.Knob	HandlesWhether	its	a	globe,	jeweled,	or	square,	knob	handles	look	like	door	handles.
They	are	easy	to	use	and	look	classy.Twist	them	clockwise,	and	you	get	running	water.	Counterclockwise	turns	the	faucet	off.They	come	in	screw	and	screwless	models	with	locking	pins.	You	will	only	know	which	you	have	once	you	examine	it	more	closely.Screw	models	have	a	cover	plate	on	the	top	of	the	handle.	Simply	remove	that	to	expose	the
screw.Screwless	models	have	an	Allen	bolt	concealed	in	the	side	beneath	the	handle.	You	will	need	a	hex	or	Allen	key	to	remove	the	bolt,	and	the	handle	comes	off.Cross	HandlesCross	handle	faucets	are	a	hark	back	to	the	olden	days,	invoking	a	vintage	style.	The	front	of	the	shower	handle	has	a	cover	plate	(typically	labeled	hot	and	cold).	Pop	off	the
plate	with	a	flathead	screwdriver	to	reveal	the	screw	beneath.Remove	the	screw,	and	the	handle	comes	off.	This	type	of	handle	is	becoming	increasingly	popular	with	people	designing	spaces	with	a	nod	to	the	past.Double	Faucet	HandlesDouble	faucet	handles	consist	of	two	handles,	with	one	controlling	the	hot	and	the	other	the	cold.	Typically,	they
have	two	cross	handles	or	knobs	at	each	end.	Remove	the	cap	plate	to	expose	the	set	screws	beneath.Use	a	crosshead	screwdriver	and	remove	the	screws,	and	the	handles	come	away.	If	you	have	a	screwless	double	faucet	handle,	locate	the	hex	bolt	beneath	the	handle	on	the	stem.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	remove	the	bolt,	and	the	head	comes	free.Single
HandlesSingle	handles	twist	both	left	and	right	to	control	the	hot	and	cold	function.	The	screw	is	located	on	the	stem	beneath	the	pivoting	faucet	head.	Remove	the	screw	using	a	flathead	or	crosshead	screwdriver	(depending	on	your	model),	and	the	handle	lifts	off.Delta	Shower	HandlesLocate	the	small	rubber	plug	just	under	the	handle	curve.	Pull	it
out	with	your	fingers	to	reveal	the	small	hex	screw	beneath.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	loosen	the	nut,	and	the	handle	comes	away	from	the	stem.If	you	struggle	to	free	the	rubber	plug,	use	long-nose	pliers.	Ensure	that	you	have	a	safe	place	to	store	the	plug	while	removing	the	handle.How	to	Remove	a	Handle	With	No	Visible	ScrewsSo,	the	time	has	come	to
remove	that	faulty	shower	handle.	Before	we	get	down	to	the	details,	what	tools	will	you	need	to	complete	the	task	successfully?What	Youll	NeedAllen	wrenches.Adjustable	wrench.Flathead	screwdriver.Old	rags.Rust	cleaner.Lubricant.White	vinegar.A	handle	removal	tool	(optional).1.	Isolate	the	Water	SupplyTurn	off	the	water	at	the	isolation	switch
near	the	shower,	or	the	mains	valve	entering	the	house.	You	will	need	a	flathead	screwdriver	or	you	can	simply	turn	the	handle	to	switch	off	the	water	supply.2.	Remove	the	FaceplateSpray	some	WD-40	on	the	faceplate	and	then	use	an	adjustable	wrench	to	twist	it	off.	Some	faceplates	have	a	raised	lip	that	allows	you	to	wedge	a	flathead	screwdriver
to	pop	it	off.3.	Clean	InsideWhile	the	faceplate	is	removed,	use	white	vinegar	to	clean	out	the	grime.	You	will	also	spot	the	manufacturers	nameplate	inside	the	recess.	This	is	crucial	if	you	want	to	replace	like-for-like	because	it	isnt	always	obvious.The	hidden	screws	are	located	inside	this	section	of	your	faucet	handle.	You	may	also	want	to	spray	a
lubricant	inside	to	loosen	the	screw,	making	it	easier	to	remove.4.	Loosen	the	ScrewDepending	on	the	type	of	faucet	handle	you	have,	use	the	screwdriver	or	Allen	wrench	to	loosen	the	concealed	screw	and	remove	it.	Place	it	in	a	safe	place	because	they	are	easy	to	lose.Keep	In	MindSome	faucet	handles	dont	have	a	cover	plate.	The	hex	screw	is
located	under	the	handle	on	the	stem.5.	Remove	the	HandleGently	wiggle	the	handle	free	from	the	stem.	It	may	take	some	time	as	grime	and	debris	build-up	can	stick	the	handle	to	the	fixture.	Use	more	WD-40	if	needed,	and	eventually,	the	handle	will	come	free.Why	Is	My	Shower	Handle	Stuck?Your	shower	handle	is	probably	gunked	up.	Showers
are	exposed	to	constant	water	and	mineral	deposits.	When	the	water	dries,	it	forms	a	white	residue.Over	time,	it	hardens	in	a	process	called	scaling.	This	is	why	your	shower	handle	gets	stuck.Its	simple	enough	to	remedy.	You	need	some	white	vinegar	and	water	in	a	spray	bottle	to	dissolve	the	grime.	You	can	also	use	cleaning	detergent	like	this	Lime-
a-Way	Bathroom	Cleaner.How	to	Remove	a	Stuck	Shower	Handle	So,	youve	followed	the	steps	to	the	letter,	and	your	shower	or	tub	handle	wont	budge.	You	will	need	a	special	tool	called	a	faucet	handle	puller.	How	do	you	use	it?	Lets	find	out.What	Youll	NeedFaucet	handle	puller.Flathead	screwdriver.Phillips	screwdriver.Locate	the	cover	plate	on
the	top	of	the	faucet.Use	the	flathead	screwdriver	to	lever	off	the	cover	to	expose	the	screw	anchoring	the	faucet.Remove	the	screw	using	the	screwdriver	(Phillips	or	flathead,	depending	on	the	screw).Place	the	handle	puller	over	the	faucet	handle.Wind	the	faucet	puller	like	a	corkscrew.	The	bolt	will	descend	into	the	empty	shaft	of	the	handle	and
tighten	the	two	grips	at	the	base	of	the	handle.Gently	pull	the	faucet	tool,	and	the	handle	will	come	free.Take	NoteDouble	check	that	your	faucet	handle	is	compatible	with	the	handle	puller.	Brands	like	Moen	may	require	a	specific	type	of	handle	puller.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	HandleOnce	youve	successfully	removed	your	old	shower	handle,	youll
need	to	fit	the	new	one.	It	is	a	simple	process	because	you	reverse	the	procedure	you	used	to	remove	it.As	youve	already	turned	the	water	off	to	remove	the	old	handle,	you	are	safe	to	install	the	new	one.	You	may	need	to	remove	the	escutcheon	plate	(the	cover	plate	concealing	the	hole)	to	reveal	the	cartridge	inside.	The	easiest	method	is	to	replace
like-for-like.With	the	stem	exposed,	slide	the	new	faucet	handle	in	place.	Tighten	the	Allen	screw	on	the	side	of	the	handle	to	hold	it	in	situ.	If	your	model	has	a	screw	through	the	top	of	the	handle,	tighten	it	and	clip	the	cover	plate	back	on.Turn	on	the	water	to	check	for	drips	and	leaks.	If	all	is	good,	turn	the	handle	to	confirm	it	operates	as	it
should.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	Handle	Escutcheon	PlateThe	escutcheon	plate	serves	to	cover	the	unsightly	hole	in	the	shower	wall.	It	is	held	in	place	by	two	screws.	Use	a	flathead	or	Phillips	screwdriver	to	remove	them,	depending	on	the	type.If	the	plate	is	caulked	to	the	shower	wall,	you	will	need	to	use	a	utility	knife	to	score	the	caulk	to	remove
the	escutcheon.	Slide	the	new	escutcheon	plate	so	that	the	screw	holes	align.	Tighten	the	screws	with	the	screwdriver.Push	the	new	faucet	handle	onto	the	stem	and	twist	it	left	and	right	to	ensure	the	mechanism	is	engaged.	Tighten	the	screw	using	either	the	Allen	wrench	or	the	screwdriver,	and	pop	the	cover	plate	back	on	(if	needed).Turn	on	the
water	and	check	for	leaks	and	drips.	Get	a	Handle	on	the	SituationKnowing	how	to	take	off	a	shower	handle	is	vital	if	you	want	your	appliances	to	stay	in	good	working	order.	Shower	fixtures	fail	from	time	to	time,	and	rather	than	wasting	a	packet	on	calling	a	pro,	why	not	fix	it	yourself?Not	only	will	you	feel	like	youve	conquered	Everest,	but	your
family	will	also	shower	you	with	praise	as	their	conquering	hero.	Whats	not	to	love	about	that?	Feedback:	Was	This	Article	Helpful?	Thank	You	For	Your	Feedback!	Thank	You	For	Your	Feedback!	Knowing	how	to	remove	a	shower	handle	helps	you	maintain	your	shower	and	keeps	it	in	working	order.	However,	shower	handle	replacement	depends	on
the	type	of	shower	handle	you	have.Luckily,	we	have	the	definitive	guide	on	how	to	replace	a	shower	handle	and	offer	hints	and	tips	on	removing	a	stuck	handle.	How	to	Remove	Different	Types	of	Shower	HandlesThere	are	several	types	of	shower	handles,	some	with	no	visible	screws	and	others	without	screws.	Lets	take	a	look	at	your	options:Lever
HandlesLever	handles	consist	of	a	bar	handle	attached	to	a	pivot.	The	screws	are	typically	concealed	beneath	a	cover	plate,	so	you	must	remove	it	to	get	access.Pop	off	the	faceplate	and	loosen	the	screws	to	remove	the	handle.	It	is	one	of	the	easiest	to	remove	and	the	most	common	handle	in	US	showers.Knob	HandlesWhether	its	a	globe,	jeweled,	or
square,	knob	handles	look	like	door	handles.	They	are	easy	to	use	and	look	classy.Twist	them	clockwise,	and	you	get	running	water.	Counterclockwise	turns	the	faucet	off.They	come	in	screw	and	screwless	models	with	locking	pins.	You	will	only	know	which	you	have	once	you	examine	it	more	closely.Screw	models	have	a	cover	plate	on	the	top	of	the
handle.	Simply	remove	that	to	expose	the	screw.Screwless	models	have	an	Allen	bolt	concealed	in	the	side	beneath	the	handle.	You	will	need	a	hex	or	Allen	key	to	remove	the	bolt,	and	the	handle	comes	off.Cross	HandlesCross	handle	faucets	are	a	hark	back	to	the	olden	days,	invoking	a	vintage	style.	The	front	of	the	shower	handle	has	a	cover	plate
(typically	labeled	hot	and	cold).	Pop	off	the	plate	with	a	flathead	screwdriver	to	reveal	the	screw	beneath.Remove	the	screw,	and	the	handle	comes	off.	This	type	of	handle	is	becoming	increasingly	popular	with	people	designing	spaces	with	a	nod	to	the	past.Double	Faucet	HandlesDouble	faucet	handles	consist	of	two	handles,	with	one	controlling	the
hot	and	the	other	the	cold.	Typically,	they	have	two	cross	handles	or	knobs	at	each	end.	Remove	the	cap	plate	to	expose	the	set	screws	beneath.Use	a	crosshead	screwdriver	and	remove	the	screws,	and	the	handles	come	away.	If	you	have	a	screwless	double	faucet	handle,	locate	the	hex	bolt	beneath	the	handle	on	the	stem.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	remove
the	bolt,	and	the	head	comes	free.Single	HandlesSingle	handles	twist	both	left	and	right	to	control	the	hot	and	cold	function.	The	screw	is	located	on	the	stem	beneath	the	pivoting	faucet	head.	Remove	the	screw	using	a	flathead	or	crosshead	screwdriver	(depending	on	your	model),	and	the	handle	lifts	off.Delta	Shower	HandlesLocate	the	small	rubber
plug	just	under	the	handle	curve.	Pull	it	out	with	your	fingers	to	reveal	the	small	hex	screw	beneath.	Use	an	Allen	key	to	loosen	the	nut,	and	the	handle	comes	away	from	the	stem.If	you	struggle	to	free	the	rubber	plug,	use	long-nose	pliers.	Ensure	that	you	have	a	safe	place	to	store	the	plug	while	removing	the	handle.How	to	Remove	a	Handle	With	No
Visible	ScrewsSo,	the	time	has	come	to	remove	that	faulty	shower	handle.	Before	we	get	down	to	the	details,	what	tools	will	you	need	to	complete	the	task	successfully?What	Youll	NeedAllen	wrenches.Adjustable	wrench.Flathead	screwdriver.Old	rags.Rust	cleaner.Lubricant.White	vinegar.A	handle	removal	tool	(optional).1.	Isolate	the	Water
SupplyTurn	off	the	water	at	the	isolation	switch	near	the	shower,	or	the	mains	valve	entering	the	house.	You	will	need	a	flathead	screwdriver	or	you	can	simply	turn	the	handle	to	switch	off	the	water	supply.2.	Remove	the	FaceplateSpray	some	WD-40	on	the	faceplate	and	then	use	an	adjustable	wrench	to	twist	it	off.	Some	faceplates	have	a	raised	lip
that	allows	you	to	wedge	a	flathead	screwdriver	to	pop	it	off.3.	Clean	InsideWhile	the	faceplate	is	removed,	use	white	vinegar	to	clean	out	the	grime.	You	will	also	spot	the	manufacturers	nameplate	inside	the	recess.	This	is	crucial	if	you	want	to	replace	like-for-like	because	it	isnt	always	obvious.The	hidden	screws	are	located	inside	this	section	of	your
faucet	handle.	You	may	also	want	to	spray	a	lubricant	inside	to	loosen	the	screw,	making	it	easier	to	remove.4.	Loosen	the	ScrewDepending	on	the	type	of	faucet	handle	you	have,	use	the	screwdriver	or	Allen	wrench	to	loosen	the	concealed	screw	and	remove	it.	Place	it	in	a	safe	place	because	they	are	easy	to	lose.Keep	In	MindSome	faucet	handles
dont	have	a	cover	plate.	The	hex	screw	is	located	under	the	handle	on	the	stem.5.	Remove	the	HandleGently	wiggle	the	handle	free	from	the	stem.	It	may	take	some	time	as	grime	and	debris	build-up	can	stick	the	handle	to	the	fixture.	Use	more	WD-40	if	needed,	and	eventually,	the	handle	will	come	free.Why	Is	My	Shower	Handle	Stuck?Your	shower
handle	is	probably	gunked	up.	Showers	are	exposed	to	constant	water	and	mineral	deposits.	When	the	water	dries,	it	forms	a	white	residue.Over	time,	it	hardens	in	a	process	called	scaling.	This	is	why	your	shower	handle	gets	stuck.Its	simple	enough	to	remedy.	You	need	some	white	vinegar	and	water	in	a	spray	bottle	to	dissolve	the	grime.	You	can
also	use	cleaning	detergent	like	this	Lime-a-Way	Bathroom	Cleaner.How	to	Remove	a	Stuck	Shower	Handle	So,	youve	followed	the	steps	to	the	letter,	and	your	shower	or	tub	handle	wont	budge.	You	will	need	a	special	tool	called	a	faucet	handle	puller.	How	do	you	use	it?	Lets	find	out.What	Youll	NeedFaucet	handle	puller.Flathead
screwdriver.Phillips	screwdriver.Locate	the	cover	plate	on	the	top	of	the	faucet.Use	the	flathead	screwdriver	to	lever	off	the	cover	to	expose	the	screw	anchoring	the	faucet.Remove	the	screw	using	the	screwdriver	(Phillips	or	flathead,	depending	on	the	screw).Place	the	handle	puller	over	the	faucet	handle.Wind	the	faucet	puller	like	a	corkscrew.	The
bolt	will	descend	into	the	empty	shaft	of	the	handle	and	tighten	the	two	grips	at	the	base	of	the	handle.Gently	pull	the	faucet	tool,	and	the	handle	will	come	free.Take	NoteDouble	check	that	your	faucet	handle	is	compatible	with	the	handle	puller.	Brands	like	Moen	may	require	a	specific	type	of	handle	puller.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	HandleOnce
youve	successfully	removed	your	old	shower	handle,	youll	need	to	fit	the	new	one.	It	is	a	simple	process	because	you	reverse	the	procedure	you	used	to	remove	it.As	youve	already	turned	the	water	off	to	remove	the	old	handle,	you	are	safe	to	install	the	new	one.	You	may	need	to	remove	the	escutcheon	plate	(the	cover	plate	concealing	the	hole)	to
reveal	the	cartridge	inside.	The	easiest	method	is	to	replace	like-for-like.With	the	stem	exposed,	slide	the	new	faucet	handle	in	place.	Tighten	the	Allen	screw	on	the	side	of	the	handle	to	hold	it	in	situ.	If	your	model	has	a	screw	through	the	top	of	the	handle,	tighten	it	and	clip	the	cover	plate	back	on.Turn	on	the	water	to	check	for	drips	and	leaks.	If	all
is	good,	turn	the	handle	to	confirm	it	operates	as	it	should.How	to	Replace	a	Shower	Handle	Escutcheon	PlateThe	escutcheon	plate	serves	to	cover	the	unsightly	hole	in	the	shower	wall.	It	is	held	in	place	by	two	screws.	Use	a	flathead	or	Phillips	screwdriver	to	remove	them,	depending	on	the	type.If	the	plate	is	caulked	to	the	shower	wall,	you	will	need
to	use	a	utility	knife	to	score	the	caulk	to	remove	the	escutcheon.	Slide	the	new	escutcheon	plate	so	that	the	screw	holes	align.	Tighten	the	screws	with	the	screwdriver.Push	the	new	faucet	handle	onto	the	stem	and	twist	it	left	and	right	to	ensure	the	mechanism	is	engaged.	Tighten	the	screw	using	either	the	Allen	wrench	or	the	screwdriver,	and	pop
the	cover	plate	back	on	(if	needed).Turn	on	the	water	and	check	for	leaks	and	drips.	Get	a	Handle	on	the	SituationKnowing	how	to	take	off	a	shower	handle	is	vital	if	you	want	your	appliances	to	stay	in	good	working	order.	Shower	fixtures	fail	from	time	to	time,	and	rather	than	wasting	a	packet	on	calling	a	pro,	why	not	fix	it	yourself?Not	only	will	you
feel	like	youve	conquered	Everest,	but	your	family	will	also	shower	you	with	praise	as	their	conquering	hero.	Whats	not	to	love	about	that?	Feedback:	Was	This	Article	Helpful?	Thank	You	For	Your	Feedback!	Thank	You	For	Your	Feedback!	
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