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The passive voice with modals in your writing builds up a world of expressive possibilities. If youre aiming for a formal tone, expressing necessity, or conveying subtle nuances, this combination can be a game-changer. Let us experiment with different modals in this article and experience the power of passive voice to transform your writing into a
sophisticated and versatile masterpiece. Explore Now Test Your English Proficiency with this Editing Quiz! Modals are the auxiliary verbs that express ability, possibility, permission, or obligation. Some of the common modal verbs are as follows: Can: Indicates ability, permission, or possibility. She can sing beautifully. (ability) Can I borrow your pen?
(permission) It can get chilly in the evenings. (possibility) Could: Similar to can, but often used in more polite or tentative situations. Could you please pass the salt? (polite request) I could swim when I was five. (past ability) May: Expresses permission, possibility, or a wish. You may leave the table. (permission) It may rain later. (possibility) May all
your dreams come true. (wish) Might: Similar to may, indicating a lower level of certainty or a more tentative possibility. She might join us for dinner. (tentative possibility) It might snow tomorrow. (uncertain possibility) Shall: Used to express suggestions, offers, or future actions (often in formal contexts). Shall we go for a walk? (suggestion) I shall
do my best. (promise) Should: Indicates obligation, advice, or a recommendation. You should finish your homework before going out. (obligation) She should see a doctor about that cough. (advice) Will: Expresses future actions, predictions, or willingness. I will call you later. (future action) It will rain tomorrow. (prediction) She will help you with the
project. (willingness) Would: Similar to will, often used in more polite or hypothetical situations. Would you like some tea? (polite offer) If I won the lottery, I would travel the world. (hypothetical situation) Must: Indicates necessity, obligation, or a strong recommendation. You must complete the assignment by Friday. (necessity) We must be at the
airport by 6 AM. (obligation) Ought to: Similar to should, expressing obligation, advice, or duty. You ought to apologize for your behaviour. (advice) We ought to respect our elders. (Duty) Also Read: Tenses Rules: Charts, Examples, Types [PDF Available] If the passive modal verbs are in the present tense, we insert be into the modal verb, and
transform the base verb to the past participle: She should fix her computer (active) Her computer should be fixed (passive) The table below shows how we use modal verbs in the passive voice: Modals in the Active VoiceModals in the Passive VoiceHe can do it.It can be done.You could sell your bicycle.Your bicycle could be sold.She might fix the
refrigerator.The refrigerator might be fixed.She may donate.A donation may be made.They must finish it today.It must be finished today.She has to send this email.This email has to be sent.She needs to find that document.That document needs to be found.He should fix his writing.His writing should be fixed. Must Read: Subject-Verb Agreement:
Definition, 12 Rules & Examples Check the below table to know how to change present passive modal verbs to past passive modal verbs. Modals in the Present PassiveModal + be + past participleModals in the Past PassiveModal + have been + past participleThis can be done.This could have been done.The bicycle could be sold.The bicycle could have
been sold.The Laptop might be fixed.The Laptop might have been fixed.This object may be made.This object may have been made.His writing should be fixed.His writing should have been fixed. Change the following active voice sentences to passive voice: She can solve complex math problems effortlessly. The team must complete the project by the
end of the week. Students should submit their applications before the deadline. He may attend the conference if his schedule allows. We will finish the construction of the new building next month. You ought to apologize for your rude behaviour. The employees shall attend the mandatory training session tomorrow. I can speak three languages
fluently. The children might visit the museum during their school trip. The company will launch a new product in the market next year. She must clean her room before going out with friends. Students should study regularly for better exam results. The chef can prepare a delicious three-course meal. He will deliver the keynote address at the
conference. The athletes must follow a strict training regimen. The teacher might assign additional homework over the weekend. We should respect the environment by reducing our carbon footprint. The government will implement new policies to address climate change. You can join the club by filling out the membership form. Employees must
attend the safety briefing before starting work. The scientist may discover a breakthrough in medical research. Students should complete the assigned readings before the lecture. The team will present their findings at the international conference. She must return the borrowed books to the library by Friday. The company should invest in renewable
energy for a sustainable future. Answers Match your answers and analyze your understanding of the concept. Complex math problems can be solved effortlessly by her. The project must be completed by the end of the week by the team. Applications should be submitted before the deadline by students. The conference may be attended if the schedule
allows by him. The construction of the new building will be finished next month by us. Apology ought to be made for your rude behaviour by you. The mandatory training session shall be attended by employees tomorrow. Three languages can be spoken fluently by me. The museum might be visited during their school trip by the children. A new
product will be launched in the market next year by the company. Her room must be cleaned before going out with friends by her. Better exam results should be achieved by students through regular study. A delicious three-course meal can be prepared by the chef. The keynote address will be delivered at the conference by him. A strict training
regimen must be followed by the athletes. Additional homework might be assigned over the weekend by the teacher. The environment should be respected by reducing our carbon footprint. New policies to address climate change will be implemented by the government. The club can be joined by filling out the membership form. The safety briefing
must be attended before starting work by employees. A breakthrough in medical research may be discovered by the scientist. Assigned readings should be completed before the lecture by students. Findings will be presented at the international conference by the team. The borrowed books must be returned to the library by Friday by her. Investment
in renewable energy for a sustainable future should be made by the company. Passive-Voice-With-ModalsDownload Also Read: Reported Speech Rules With Exercises What are the main rules of passive voice with modals? The passive voice using modals is formed by adding the auxiliary verb be (be, am, is, are, was, were, being, been) followed by the
past participle of the main verb. Can all modal verbs be used in passive voice constructions? Yes, all modal verbs can be used in passive voice constructions. For example, can becomes can be, should becomes should be, etc. Write examples of modals in both active and passive voice. Active Voice: She can solve complex math problems
effortlessly.Passive Voice: Complex math problems can be solved effortlessly by her. What is the passive voice with modals? The passive voice is a grammatical construction where the subject of the sentence receives the action of the verb. Modals are auxiliary verbs that express possibility, ability, permission, obligation, etc. (e.g., can, could, should,
must, may, might) Passive voice with modals combines these two elements to express these ideas while emphasizing the receiver of the actionPassive voice with modal verbsis a common topic in English. In today's article, PREP will help you understand the detailed knowledge about the structure of Passive voice with modal verbs, along with providing
specific examples and exercises.Detailed structure of Passive voice with modal verbs Before delving into the knowledge of Passive voice with modal verbs, let's review the theory of modal verbs in English!Modal verbsare words used to express ability, certainty, advice, prediction, obligation, etc. Modal verbs follow the "3 NOs" rule:No addition of
"s/es" afterthe subject in the third-person singular.No addition of "-s", "-ed", "-ing" after the modal verb.No addition ofauxiliary verbs "don't/doesn't/didn't" innegative sentences.Note: Only"have to" is used like regular verbs.For example:Ican speak English.May I use your laptop?Martinmust not drive when he is drunk.I don't have to go to work
tomorrow.What are modal verbs?II. What is Passive voice?The passive voiceis used when we want to emphasize the object being affected by the action rather than the doer of the action. The tense of the verb in the passive voice must correspond exactly to the tense of the verb in the active voice.Structure of the passive voice:S + be + V3/Ved + (by +
agent)For example:John built this house This house was built by John.My manager writes this report. This report is written by my manager.Note: If the subject in the active voice is: they, people, everyone, someone, anyone, etc. it is not necessary to include it in the passive voice.For example: Someone stole the car last night The car was stolen (by
someone) last night. The phrase "by someone" is not necessary in the passive voice.What is Passive voice?IIl. Structure of Passive voice with modal verbsAfter understanding the definition of modal verbs and the passive voice, let's learn the general structure of Passive voice with modal verbs below:Present: S + model verbs + (not) + be + V3/Ved
(Past Participle)Past: S + model verbs + (not) + have been + V3/Ved (Past Participle)Structure of Passive voice with modal verbsSpecific structures of Passive voice with each type of modal verb are as follows:Modal verbsStructure of Passive voice with modal verbsExampleCan/CouldPresent:S + can/could + (not) + be + V3/VedPast:S + can/could +
(not) + have been + V3/VedThe window can be opened.This party could not have been organized last week.May/MightPresent:S + may/might + (not) + be + V3/VedPast:S + may/might + (not) + have been + V3/VedThe meeting may not be canceled.The letter might have been sent yesterday.Should/ Ought toPresent:S + should/ought to + (not) + be
+ V3/VedPast:S + should/ought to + (not) + have been + V3/VedThis patient should be taken to the hospital as soon as possible.The homework ought to have been done before going to bed.Will/ WouldPresent:S + will/would + (not) + be + V3/VedPast:S + will/would + (not) + have been + V3/VedThe meeting will be held on the first floor.They would
not have been selected for the team.MustPresent:S + must + (not) + be + V3/VedPast:S + must + (not) + have been + V3/VedThe dishes must be washed.This assignment must not have been finished before 15th August.Have toAttention: "have to" is used like a regular verb.Present:Affirmative form: S + have/has to + be + V3/VedNegative form: S +
dont/doesnt + have + be + V3/VedPast:Affirmative form: S + had to + be + V3/VedNegative form: S + didnt + have to + be + V3/VedWe have to be trained before starting the new project.The trash has to be taken out every day.The car had to be repaired last week.The report didn't have to be submitted yesterday.IV. Exercises on Passive voice with
modal verbsTo solidify your knowledge of Passive voice with modal verbs, let's practice the following exercises on Passive voice with modal verbs to improve your exam skills:Exercise: Change the following sentences into Passive voice with modal verbs1. The government must take action to address the climate crisis.2. The company may announce the
new policy soon.3. The doctor will perform surgery on this patient next month.4. Sarah should explain the homework to the students.5. The company will send out a new product announcement next week.6. The students must complete their assignments by the end of the week.7. He may not have finished the project yet.8. Jenny should clean her room
every day.9. You have to sign the document before leaving.10. Martin will announce the winner tomorrow.Answer:1. Action must be taken by the government to address the climate crisis.2. The policy may be announced by the company soon.3. Surgery will be performed on this patient by the doctor next month.4. The homework should be explained to
the students by Sarah.5. A new product announcement will be sent out next week by the company.6. The assignments must be completed by the students by the end of the week.7. The project may not have been finished by him yet.8. The room should be cleaned by Jenny every day.9. The document has to be signed by you before leaving.10. The
winner will be announced by Martin tomorrow. Now you have a good understanding of Passive voice with modal verbs, right? In this article, PREP has compiled a detailed theory about Passive voice with modal verbs along with specific examples and exercises. Want to master IELTS exam? Explore our advanced IELTS prep programs here:IELTS
lessons online: Break Barriers, Achieve Band 7 admin December 23, 2019 Active & Passive Voice, Modals English Using Passive Voice with Modals, Definition and ExamplesIn construction of appropriate sentences, many times were wrong because we can not find the right word. This is where modals come in. We use verbs according to the
requirements of the actions that we want to describe. The main verb describes the action but modals are helping verbs, helping to improve the sentence by communicating much more than the main verb alone. Modal verbs normally precede the main verb and provide additional information about the function of the main verb. The modals cannot be
used alone and they always appear with a main verb. There are only a few modals that are used as helping verbs. Here they are: can, could, may, might, will, would, must, shall, should, ought to. Modal verbs are commonly used in sentences in passive voice. The form is similar to the form it acquires in respect of other verbs. There is a general rule for
sentences using modals in passive voice is: Object + must, may, could, can, ought to, should + be + past participle of main verb (third form) in an affirmative sentence. Just as in other cases, when the sentence is in question form, the modal appears first:Must, may, can, should, might + object + be + past participle of main verb (third form). Negative
sentences take the same form with not inserted in between the modal and the main verb. Passive voice for modals in present and future tenses take this form:modal + be + past participle. For instance,Trees should not be cut down, it is very important issue. This is a sentence following the be form. Passive voice for modals in past tense takes this
form:modal + have been + past participle. For instance,Phones should not have been used while driving. This is a sentence following the have been form.Here is modal verbs and example sentences in passive voice;ModalConceptExampleWould havePast unreal actionIf I had guessed the future, Iwould have takensome precautions againist what would
happen.Could havePast unreal abilityHecouldhavetakenthe flight.May havePast unreal possibilityWemayhavepassedthe math exam, but it was in Spanish.Might havePast unreal small probabilityYoumighthavesoldthe car., if you really needed the Money.Should havePast unreal recommendationYoushouldhavelistenedto the teacher.Must havePast
unreal assumptionWemusthavebeencrazy! Affirmative FormObject + may, must, can, could, ought to, should + be + verb3Question FormMust, may, can, should, might + object + be + verb3 (past participle)Something must / can / should... be done by someone at sometime.Active : Our English teacher may give an exam today.Passive: An exam may be
given by our English teacher today.Active : Thomas has written many books.Passive: Many books have been written by Thomas.Active : Do you have to pay the bill before leaving the restaurant?Passive: Does the bill have to be paid before leaving the restaurant?Active : Juan can give them some information about the job.Passive: Some information can
be given about the job by Juan.Passive2: They can be given some information about the JOB by Juan.Active : You must obey the traffic rules.Passive: The traffic rules must be obeyed.Put the following sentences into passive voice. (Modals) GrammarBank Video Exercises (New!) Home English Grammar Active vs Passive Voice Passive Voice with Modal
Verbs Examples of Passive Voice with Modal Verbs You Can Use Right NowEstimated reading time: 10 minutesHave you ever heard sentences like, The report must be submitted by 5 PM or The rules should be followed by everyone? These are examples of passive voice combined with modal verbsa structure thats incredibly useful in English. Its often
used to sound formal, polite, or to focus on the action instead of the person performing it.Passive voice emphasizes the object or action rather than the subject, while modal verbs (like must, should, can, and might) express necessity, possibility, or obligation. Together, they create constructions that are perfect for professional writing, polite requests,
or explaining processes.Example of Passive Voice with a Modal Verb:The tasks should be completed by the end of the day.Mistakes can be avoided with proper guidance.If mastering grammar structures like these feels tricky, dont worry! My course, The English Master Course, is designed to help learners of all levels break down grammar concepts in
a clear, practical way. From passive voice to modal verbs and beyond, this course has you covered.Table of contentsWhen you need to make requests or give instructions in a polite or professional manner, using passive voice with modal verbs is an excellent choice. This structure softens the tone, making your language more respectful and
formal.Example:Guests should be informed about the schedule in advance.Here, the focus is on the information being shared, not on who is sharing it. This indirect phrasing avoids sounding overly demanding while still being clear about what needs to happen.For learners looking to improve polite phrasing and build a stronger vocabulary, tools like
MosaLingua are incredibly helpful. Their flashcard-based system helps you remember key phrases and expressions for formal communication with ease.Focusing on the Action Rather than the SubjectPassive voice with modal verbs is particularly useful when the action is more important than the person performing it. By emphasizing the action or
result, you can direct attention to whats being done rather than who is doing it.Example:Mistakes can be avoided with proper preparation.This structure is perfect for situations where the doer of the action is either unknown or irrelevant. It keeps the focus on the solution or the process rather than assigning blame or credit.If youre struggling to
decide when to use passive voice constructions effectively, The English Master Course can help. The course breaks down complex grammar rules and teaches you when passive voice is the best choice for clarity and impact.Ready to refine your skills? Keep going for more examples and practical tips!Modal verbs like must, should, and can are often
used in passive constructions to express necessity, obligation, or possibility. These combinations are particularly useful in formal settings like work, school, or even legal contexts.Examples:Assignments must be completed on time.The instructions should be followed carefully.Errors can be avoided by double-checking the work.These sentences
emphasize the importance of the action while maintaining a formal tone. Passive voice here helps shift the focus from the subject to the task or responsibility.If you want to practice using phrases like these in real-life scenarios, try British Council English Online. Their interactive exercises are designed to help you apply grammar concepts like passive
voice with modal verbs in a structured way.Might, Could, and WouldMight, could, and would are subtler modal verbs that are perfect for expressing possibilities, hypothetical scenarios, or politeness in passive constructions. These verbs are commonly used in both casual and professional communication to sound non-assertive or
tentative.Examples:Changes could be made to improve the project.The issue might be resolved with better communication.A solution would be appreciated by all involved.Using these modal verbs in passive voice allows you to make suggestions or express uncertainties in a tactful manner, especially in sensitive discussions or formal
correspondence.For a deeper understanding of how to use modal verbs effectively in English, enroll in The English Master Course. It provides step-by-step guidance on grammar essentials, ensuring you master both the basics and the nuances of modal verbs and passive voice.With these tools and examples, youll be ready to apply modal verbs in
passive voice across all contexts!Using passive voice with modal verbs is especially common in academic writing and professional reports, where the focus is on the action or result rather than the individual performing it. This structure helps maintain a formal tone and keeps the language neutral and objective.Examples:The findings should be
analyzed before drawing conclusions.Permission must be granted to access restricted files.Such sentences highlight what needs to happen, which is crucial in formal contexts. To practice reading and analyzing real-world academic materials, try LingQ. Its a fantastic tool for learning from authentic texts, helping you strengthen your understanding of
formal English constructions like these.Everyday ConversationsPassive voice with modal verbs isnt just for formal situationsit can also be used in everyday communication to sound polite or to discuss possibilities. These constructions are helpful when you want to focus on the action while keeping the tone casual or considerate.Examples:Dinner could
be ordered if no one wants to cook.The parcel might be delivered by tomorrow.These examples show how passive voice can fit naturally into your conversations. For one-on-one practice using phrases like these, Italki connects you with native speakers who can help you refine your speaking skills. Personalized lessons ensure youll feel confident using
passive voice in any context.By applying passive voice with modal verbs to both professional and casual scenarios, youll gain versatility in your English skillswhether youre writing a report or chatting with friends!One of the most common mistakes when using passive voice with modal verbs is overcomplicating sentences unnecessarily. While passive
voice is useful in many contexts, relying on it too heavily can make your writing sound awkward or overly formal.Example:Overused Passive: The cake should be eaten by someone before it gets spoiled.Improved Active: Someone should eat the cake before it gets spoiled.The active voice here is simpler and more direct, making the sentence easier to
understand. Knowing when to use passive voice versus active voice is a critical skill, and The English Master Course can help. This course breaks down tricky grammar concepts like these into step-by-step lessons that are easy to follow.Misplacing the Modal VerbAnother common mistake involves placing the modal verb incorrectly in the sentence.
The modal verb should always come before the verb phrase, even in passive constructions. Misplacing it can make sentences sound unnatural or grammatically incorrect.Example:Incorrect: The essay is must written by today.Correct: The essay must be written by today.Proper placement ensures clarity and maintains the correct grammatical
structure.Additional Example:The forms should be signed before submission.For learners who want to hear and see these examples in real-world contexts, FluentU is an excellent resource. It uses authentic video content with subtitles, so you can see grammar in action while improving your listening skills.By avoiding these common mistakes, youll
become more confident and precise when using passive voice with modal verbs!Test your understanding of passive voice with modal verbs by filling in the blanks in these sentences. Remember to focus on the correct placement of the modal verb and use the passive form of the main verb.Example:The rules (should/enforce) to maintain
safety.Answer: should be enforcedPractice Questions:The project (must/complete) by next Friday.Mistakes (can/avoid) with careful proofreading.Guests (should/inform) about the updated schedule.These exercises are a great way to sharpen your grammar skills. For more interactive practice tailored to your level, check out the
practice section of The English Master Course. With guided lessons and quizzes, youll master passive voice in no time!Sentence Transformation PracticeAnother excellent way to practice passive voice with modal verbs is by transforming active sentences into passive ones. This will help you understand how to shift focus to the action or
object.Example:Active: People can solve the problem.Passive: The problem can be solved by people.Practice Questions:Active: You must follow the instructions carefully.Passive: Active: The team should complete the task before the deadline.Passive: Active: Someone might cancel the
event due to bad weather.Passive: Want to make grammar practice more engaging? Try LingoPie, where you can watch movies and TV shows with interactive subtitles. Its a fun way to see grammar in action while improving your listening and comprehension skills!By practicing with these exercises, youll develop
confidence in using passive voice with modal verbs in any situation.Mastering passive voice with modal verbs is an essential skill for achieving fluency and clarity in English. Whether youre writing a formal report, making polite requests, or simply explaining a process, this structure allows you to communicate effectively in any
situation.Examples:Mistakes can be fixed with practice.Your English skills must be improved for success.These examples show how passive voice with modal verbs can add professionalism, politeness, or emphasis to your sentences. With regular practice, youll find it easy to incorporate this structure into your daily English use.For a complete guide to
mastering grammar topics like passive voice and modal verbs, enroll in The English Master Course today. This course goes beyond the basics, offering step-by-step lessons, real-world examples, and interactive exercises to help you unlock your full potential in English.Dont waitstart mastering the skills you need to take your English to the next
level!What is passive voice with modal verbs? Passive voice with modal verbs is a grammatical structure that emphasizes the action or object rather than the person performing the action. Modal verbs like must, should, or can are paired with the passive form of a verb (e.g., must be completed). This is often used to sound formal, polite, or to focus on
the result.When should I use passive voice with modal verbs? Use passive voice with modal verbs when the action is more important than the subject or when you want to sound formal or neutral. For instance, in professional writing: The project should be submitted by the deadline. If you want to learn when and how to use these structures effectively,
check out The English Master Course.Can passive voice with modal verbs be used in casual conversations? Yes! Passive voice with modal verbs works well in casual conversations, especially when you want to sound polite or indirect. For example: Dinner could be ordered if no one feels like cooking. For practicing conversational English, platforms like
Italki connect you with native speakers for one-on-one lessons.What are common mistakes to avoid when using passive voice with modal verbs?Overuse: Too much passive voice can make sentences sound awkward. Try to balance it with active voice.Misplaced modal verbs: The modal verb must come before the main verb (e.g., should be done, not is
should done).The English Master Course provides clear lessons on avoiding these pitfalls.How can I practice passive voice with modal verbs? You can practice through:Fill-in-the-blank exercises: Example: The forms (should/sign) before submission.Sentence transformations: Rewrite active sentences into passive ones.For more practice, try
LingoPie to watch real-world videos with subtitles that help reinforce grammar naturally.How does mastering passive voice improve my English? Mastering passive voice allows you to communicate more effectively in formal and professional situations. It also helps you vary your sentence structures, making your English more dynamic. Want to
achieve fluency faster? The English Master Course is designed to cover everything you need, from grammar to practical usage.By addressing these common questions, youll be well on your way to mastering passive voice with modal verbs! The combination of passive voice with modals can significantly enhance the precision and tone of your writing.
Whether youre aiming to express necessity, obligation, possibility, or politeness, this grammatical structure provides a versatile tool. Mastering passive voice with modals can also improve clarity, especially in formal or academic writing, where objectivity and formality are often required. This article explores how to use modals in the passive voice,
provides examples, and demonstrates how you can incorporate this structure into your own writing.What Are Modals?Before delving into how modals work with the passive voice, its important to first understand what modal verbs are. Modals are auxiliary verbs that help express different moods or attitudes towards an action. They can indicate
ability, possibility, permission, necessity, and obligation.Common Modal Verbs:Can Ability or possibilityExample: She can speak three languages.Could Past ability or polite requestsExample: Could you help me with this?May Permission or possibilityExample: You may leave early today.Might Tentative possibility or suggestionExample: It might rain
later.Shall Offers, suggestions, or formal future actionExample: Shall we go for a walk?Should Advice, obligation, or expectationExample: You should study for the exam.Will Future actions or willingnessExample: I will finish my report tomorrow.Would Polite requests or hypothetical situationsExample: Would you like some coffee?Must Strong
necessity or obligationExample: You must wear a helmet while riding a bike.Ought to Advice or dutyExample: You ought to apologize for your actions.How to Use Modals in the Passive VoiceWhen transforming a sentence from the active to the passive voice, the object of the action becomes the subject of the sentence. This means the focus shifts from
the doer of the action to the receiver of the action.In passive voice with modals, the structure follows a simple formula:Modal + be + past participleFor example:Active voice: She can complete the task.Passive voice: The task can be completed by her.Lets break down how modal verbs are used in the passive voice:Examples of Modals in the Active
Voice and Passive VoiceModals in Active VoiceModals in Passive VoiceShe can do it.It can be done.You could sell your bicycle.Your bicycle could be sold.He may fix the computer.The computer may be fixed by him.They must finish it today.It must be finished today.She should send the email.The email should be sent.I will read the book.The book will
be read by me.As demonstrated in the table above, the modal verb stays the same (can, could, may, must, should, will), but the main verb changes into its past participle form and be is inserted between the modal and the main verb to form the passive voice.Changing Passive Modal Verbs from Present to PastNow, lets see how to transform passive
modal verbs from the present tense to the past tense. The structure for past passive modal verbs is:Modal + have been + past participleFor example:Present passive: The work can be finished tomorrow.Past passive: The work could have been finished earlier.Heres a more detailed table showing the transition from present to past passive modal
constructions:Present Passive ModalPast Passive ModalThis can be done.This could have been done.The task must be completed.The task must have been completed.He might be promoted.He might have been promoted.The book may be returned.The book may have been returned.The letter should be written.The letter should have been written.This
transformation makes it possible to indicate actions that were completed in the past, still maintaining the passive voice.How to Use Passive Voice with Modals in WritingIncorporating passive voice with modals into your writing adds a level of sophistication and objectivity. It is particularly useful in formal writing, such as scientific articles, reports, or
academic essays, where the focus is often on the action or result, rather than the person performing the action.Here are some situations where passive voice with modals is beneficial:In scientific or technical writing: When describing experiments, findings, or processes, the emphasis is on the result rather than the person who performed the
action.Example: The procedure must be followed carefully to avoid errors.In formal documents: When discussing policies, rules, or regulations, passive constructions with modals help convey authority and objectivity.Example: The reports should be submitted by the end of the week.In hypothetical or indirect speech: Passive voice with modals can
convey politeness or uncertainty, especially when the subject is less important or unknown.Example: A decision could be made by the committee tomorrow.Benefits of Using Passive Voice with ModalsShifts focus: It directs the attention to the action or object rather than the person performing it. This is particularly useful when the doer is unknown or
irrelevant.Example: The package should be delivered by Friday. (Focus on the package, not who delivers it)Adds formality: Its often used in formal and academic contexts where objectivity is necessary.Example: The proposal will be reviewed by the board.Conveys politeness: In some contexts, it can make requests or statements sound more polite or
indirect.Example: The application should be completed by all employees. (Sounds more formal than saying You should complete the application)Exercises on Passive Voice with ModalsNow that we have covered the theory behind passive voice with modals, lets take a closer look at how to apply this structure in practice. Below are some exercises that
will help you test your understanding and practice converting sentences from the active to the passive voice using modals. These exercises are designed to reinforce the rules and structure weve learned so far.Exercise 1: Transform the following active voice sentences into passive voice using modals:She can complete the task by tomorrow.We might
finish the project before the deadline.You must submit the report by Friday.The company will introduce a new product next month.They should update the software regularly.He can solve the problem in no time.She may visit the museum during her trip.The team could finish the assignment ahead of schedule.We will discuss the proposal at the
meeting.You ought to read the instructions carefully.Answers:The task can be completed by her by tomorrow.The project might be finished before the deadline.The report must be submitted by Friday.A new product will be introduced by the company next month.The software should be updated regularly.The problem can be solved by him in no
time.The museum may be visited during her trip.The assignment could be finished ahead of schedule by the team.The proposal will be discussed at the meeting.The instructions ought to be read carefully.Exercise 2: Choose the correct passive voice construction with modals for each sentence:The books (can be / could be) returned by
tomorrow.The issue (must be / must have been) resolved before the end of the day.The decision (should be / should have been) made last week.The project (might be / might have been) completed by now.The exam (should be / should have been) taken online.The email (may be / may have been) sent already.The
meeting (will be / will have been) concluded by the time you arrive.The procedure (could be / could have been) explained more clearly.The final version (must be / must have been) reviewed by the committee.The proposal (may be / may have been) approved by now.Answers:The books can be returned by tomorrow.The issue
must be resolved before the end of the day.The decision should have been made last week.The project might have been completed by now.The exam should be taken online.The email may have been sent already.The meeting will have been concluded by the time you arrive.The procedure could have been explained more clearly.The final version must
be reviewed by the committee.The proposal may have been approved by now.Exercise 3: Correct the mistakes in the following passive voice sentences:The homework must be finished by the student by tomorrow.The conference could be attend by the participants next week.The task will be complete by the team in two hours.The feedback should be
given by the manager after the presentation.The meeting could be postponed by the organizers if necessary.Answers:The homework must be finished by the student by tomorrow. (Correct)The conference could be attended by the participants next week.The task will be completed by the team in two hours.The feedback should be given by the manager
after the presentation. (Correct)The meeting could be postponed by the organizers if necessary. (Correct)Common Mistakes to Avoid with Passive Voice and ModalsWhen working with passive voice and modals, there are a few common mistakes that learners often make. Below, we will identify these mistakes and explain how to avoid them.1. Incorrect
Placement of Beln the passive voice, the auxiliary verb be must always come between the modal verb and the past participle of the main verb. A common mistake is omitting the word be or placing it in the wrong position.Incorrect: The task should completed.Correct: The task should be completed.2. Using the Wrong Form of the Past ParticipleThe
past participle must follow the modal verb and be in passive voice constructions. Sometimes learners mistakenly use the base verb instead of the past participle.Incorrect: The project will be finish by tomorrow.Correct: The project will be finished by tomorrow.3. Confusing Present and Past Modals in Passive VoiceWhen converting present passive
modals to their past forms, learners often forget to use have been after the modal.Incorrect: The project could be completed yesterday.Correct: The project could have been completed yesterday.4. Misunderstanding the Subject in Passive Voiceln passive voice, the subject of the sentence is the receiver of the action, not the doer. Learners sometimes
fail to identify the object of the action in the active sentence and mistakenly make it the subject of the passive sentence.Incorrect: A new policy can implement by the company.Correct: A new policy can be implemented by the company.Conculation on Passive Voice with ModalsThe passive voice with modals is an important structure to master in
English grammar, especially for formal, academic, and professional writing. It allows you to focus on the action or object rather than the doer, making it ideal for objective and impersonal language. By practicing the exercises above and paying attention to common mistakes, you can improve your proficiency in using this structure.Keep experimenting
with different modals and passive constructions in your writing to make your language more precise, formal, and clear. With consistent practice, you will find that passive voice with modals becomes a powerful tool in your grammar toolbox. Passive Voice with Modal Verbs Passive voice and modal verbs are two essential aspects of English grammar,
each serving a unique purpose. Modal verbs are auxiliary verbs that express certainty, possibility, permission, or obligation in a sentence. On the other hand, the passive voice is a grammatical construction in which the subject receives the action rather than performing it. In this article, well explore how modal verbs and passive voice work together to
create different sentence structures. Well also share rules and examples to enhance your understanding of this concept. So, lets get started! Passive voice is a way of constructing sentences where the subject of the sentence receives the action of the verb rather than performing it. In passive voice, the focus is on the receiver of the action rather than
the doer. For example, The ball was kicked by Sarah. In this sentence, the ball (the receiver) is the focus, even though Sarah (the doer) is mentioned. Structure: Subject + (to be) + past participle + (by + agent, if mentioned) Passive voice is formed by using a form of the verb to be (such as is, am, are, was, were, etc.) followed by the past participle
form of the main verb. Its often used when the doer of the action is unknown, or unimportant, or when the focus needs to be shifted to the receiver of the action. Modal verbs are a category of auxiliary verbs (also called helping verbs) that express the mood or attitude of the speaker toward the action or state of the main verb in a sentence. These
verbs indicate possibility, necessity, permission, ability, obligation, or likelihood. In English, the most common modal verbs include: Can: Shows ability or possibility. Could: Often used for past ability or polite requests. May: Expresses permission or possibility. Might: Indicates a possibility, often with uncertainty. Must: Shows necessity or strong
obligation. Shall: Used for making suggestions, promises, or offers. Should: Indicates advice, obligation, or expectation. Will: Shows future intention or prediction. Would: Used for polite requests or hypothetical situations. Ought to: Used to express moral obligation or duty. When combining passive voice with modal verbs, the modal verb appears
before the main verb in its past participle form. Use a modal verb (can, should, must, might, will, could) followed by a form of the verb to be (am, is, are, was, were) and the past participle of the main verb. Structure: Modal Verb + be (am/is/are/was/were) + past participle Examples:The problem can be solved. The document may be misplaced. The
solution should be considered. Modal VerbPassive StructureExampleCancan be + past participleThe car can be repaired.Couldcould be + past participleThe problem could be solved.Maymay be + past participleThe document may be approved.Mightmight be + past participleThe answer might be known.Willwill be + past participleThe project will be
completed.Wouldwould be + past participleThe task would be finished.Shallshall be + past participleThe rules shall be followed.Shouldshould be + past participleThe instructions should be read.Mustmust be + past participleThe report must be submitted.Ought toought to be + past participleThe issue ought to be addressed. This structure is used to
talk about actions that were completed or ongoing at a specific time in the past. Structure: Modal Verb + have been + Past Participle Examples:The problem can have been solved. The document may have been misplaced. The solution should have been implemented. Modal VerbPassive Voice StructureExamplecancan have been + v3The problem can
have been solved.couldcould have been + v3The issue could have been addressed.maymay have been + v3The document may have been misplaced.mightmight have been + v3The solution might have been overlooked.shallshall have been + v3The task shall have been completed.shouldshould have been + v3The assignment should have been
submitted.willwill have been + v3The report will have been reviewed.wouldwould have been + v3The decision would have been reconsidered.mustmust have been + v3The project must have been approved.ought toought to have been + v3The error ought to have been detected. These structures allow us to express various ideas such as possibility,
necessity, permission, etc., in passive voice. The first structure emphasizes actions that can happen, are expected, or are allowed to happen, while the second structure highlights actions that likely happened or were ongoing in the past. It is a grammatical construction where the subject of a sentence receives the action, and a modal verb is used to
express the possibility, necessity, permission, or other qualities of the action. Below is a list of Passive Voice with all Modal Verbs along with their structure and example sentences. It indicates ability, possibility, or permission. Structure: Subject + can + be/have been + past participle Example: The problem can be solved easily.Represents past
ability, possibility, or permission. Structure: Subject + could + be/have been + past participle Example: The task could have been completed earlier.Expresses permission, possibility, or likelihood. Structure: Subject + may + be/have been + past participle Example: The decision may be reconsidered later.It suggests a possibility or uncertain future.
Structure: Subject + might + be/have been + past participle Example: The missing keys might be found soon.Conveys necessity, obligation, or a strong recommendation. Structure: Subject + must + be/have been + past participle Example: The rules must be followed by all participants.It indicates a future event or offers a suggestion. Structure:
Subject + shall + be/have been + past participle Example: The decision shall have been made by now.Advises or recommends something. Structure: Subject + should + be/have been + past participle Example: The instructions should be followed carefully.Indicates future events, intentions, or promises. Structure: Subject + will + be/have been + past
participle Example: The message will be delivered by noon.Expresses hypothetical situations or polite requests. Structure: Subject + would + be/have been + past participle Example: The problem would be solved with the right approach.Used to suggest moral obligations or duties. Structure: Subject + ought to + be/have been + past participle
Example: Safety precautions ought to be taken seriously.Passive Voice with Modal Verbs The matter will be discussed. The contract would be signed. The problem can be solved. The document may be misplaced. The cake may be baked by the chef. The solution might be overlooked. The keys might be found later. The issue might be resolved. The task
should be completed. The form should be filled out. The project must be approved. The rules must be followed. The report must be reviewed. The problem ought to be addressed. The news will be announced soon. The job will be done by the deadline. The decision oughtto be respected. The agreement shall be signed shortly. The task should have been
completed. Put the following sentences into passive voice. (Modals) Active: She can solve the problem. Active: He must finish the assignment. Active: They should clean the room. Active: We might visit the museum. Active: They will paint the house. Active: She would bake a cake. Active: He could solve the puzzle. Active: They need to repair the car.
Active: She has to write the report. Active: We have to finish the project. Active: They had to cancel the event. Active: Someone might have forgotten her. Answers: The problem can be solved by her. The assignment must be finished by him. The room should be cleaned by them. The museum might be visited by us. The house will be painted by them. A
cake would be baked by her. The puzzle could be solved by him. The car needs to be repaired by them. The report has to be written by her. The project has to be finished by us. The event had to be canceled by them. She might have been forgotten. Q1. What is passive voice? Passive voice is a grammatical construction where the subject of a sentence
undergoes an action rather than performing it. In passive-voice sentences, the focus is on the action or the recipient of the action rather than the doer. Q2. What are modal verbs? Modal verbs are auxiliary verbs that express various attitudes including possibility, necessity, permission, ability, obligation, and prediction. The ten main modal verbs are
can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will, would, and ought to. Q3. How do you form passive voice with modal verbs? To form passive voice with modal verbs, you use the modal verb followed by be and the past participle of the main verb. For example: The door can be opened. Here, can is the modal verb, be is the auxiliary verb, and opened is
the past participle of the main verb open. Q4. What is the function of modal verbs in passive voice constructions? Modal verbs in passive voice constructions indicate the possibility, necessity, permission, ability, obligation, or prediction associated with the action being described in the passive voice sentence. They modify the verb to convey the desired
meaning. Q5: What are 5 examples of passive voice with modal verbs? 1. The problem can be solved.2. The assignment could be finished.3. The proposal may be approved.4. The task must be completed.5. The report shall be submitted.6. The decision ought to be respected. You May Also Like The Passive Voice is a fundamental aspect of English
grammar that every English language learner needs to master. It adds variety and sophistication to your writing and speech, especially in formal contexts. This tutorial will introduce you to the basics of passive voice with a particular focus on modal forms. Make sure you grasp each concept thoroughly as you progress through the tutorial. What is
Passive Voice?In English, sentences are often constructed in the 'Active Voice', where the subject performs the action. However, when we want to emphasize the action and the object it is performed on, instead of who is performing it, we use the 'Passive Voice'. The action, represented by the verb in the sentence, effectively becomes the focus.Basic
Construction of the Passive VoiceThe passive voice is typically constructed as follows: Object + verb to be + past participle + (by + agent).Example:Active voice: John cleaned the house.Passive voice: The house was cleaned (by John).The agent (‘John' in this case) is often omitted in passive voice sentences when it is not important or already
understood from context, making "The house was cleaned' a completely valid sentence.Modal Verbs in Passive VoiceOften, we need to use modal verbs in passive voice sentences. Modal verbs include can, could, may, might, will, would, shall, should, must, ought to, and any verb form that expresses necessity, possibility, permission, or
obligation.General Rule for Modal PassiveThe basic structure for a passive sentence with a modal verb is: object + modal + be + past participleExamples:Active voice: They can finish the project on time.Passive voice: The project can be finished on time.Active: We must complete the task today.Passive: The task must be completed
today.Understanding the Different Modal Verbs in Passive VoiceLet's further break down the use of different modals in the passive voice:Can / CouldThis is used to express capability or possibility. In the passive form, it focuses on the action rather than who can do it.Active: I can bake a cake.Passive: The cake can be baked.Will / WouldTypically used
to express future possibility or likelihood, will and would still maintain this connotation in the passive form.Active: They will launch the product tomorrow.Passive: The product will be launched tomorrow.May / MightThese modals reflect a sense of possibility or probability, which remains the same in passive voice.Active: He may call the meeting
today.Passive: The meeting may be called today.Shall / ShouldShall and should denote a strong obligation or necessity. In the passive, the focus shifts from the doer of the action to the action itself.Active: You shall follow the instructions.Passive: The instructions shall be followed.Must / Ought toAgain, these modal verbs express necessity. When used
in the passive, the emphasis is on the necessary action.Active: He must submit the report.Passive: The report must be submitted.PracticeUnderstanding any aspect of grammar, especially the passive voice, requires a lot of practice. Try converting active voice sentences with modal verbs into the passive voice and vice versa. This will help you get a
better understanding and enhance your command over the English language.ConclusionIn conclusion, understanding and using the passive voice effectively, especially with modal verbs, is a key skill in English. It allows you to put emphasis on an action or an object, rather than the person performing it. This tutorial provided a comprehensive
examination of the passive voice and modal verbs. Keep practicing and soon you will master this essential aspect of English grammar. Imagine that you are planning to travel to another country. There is a lot that you need to do before you leave. Here are some things that might need to be done:Your passport has to be renewed.Your hair still needs to
be cut.Your shoes should be repaired.And your dog is supposed to be taken to a friends house. All of these sentences use either modals or something called phrasal modals," and they are in the passive voice.You may remember that, in a passive sentence, the person performing the action is not stated because it is not very important to know who that
person is.For example, in the sentence about the haircut, the listener does not know who will cut your hair. But that is ok, because it is not very important to that statement.You may also recall that, for the passive voice, we use the structure be + past participle, as you noticed in all of the example sentences.Now, lets move on to a quick reminder
about modals:Modals are helping verbs that express possibility, ability, duty, permission or advisability. Words like can, could, may, might, must and should and even will are all modals. But modals also include something called phrasal modals phrases such as has to, ought to and be supposed to. As you heard in our examples at the start of the
program, we sometimes need the passive form of modals and phrasal modals.But, dont worry! This is surprisingly simple.The structure is: modal or modal phrase + be + the past participle.passive modal formFor example, in the sentence about the haircut, need is the modal. Then comes the verb be, and its form does not change. And, cut is the past
participle of the irregular verb to cut. The past-passive formOk, now imagine that some of the things on your travel to do list are complete. But, some of the other things still need to be completed.How can you tell someone this using the past tense of modals and phrasal modals?For all modals and some phrasal modals, the only difference is changing
be to have been. So, the structure becomes modal or modal phrase + have been + the past participle. Listen to an example.My shoes should have been repaired last week. In this sentence, should is the modal. Then comes have been which stays the same plus repaired, which is the past participle of the verb to repair.But for other phrasal modals ones
that contain the verb be the be changes to past tense. This includes the phrasal modals be supposed to, be able to and be allowed to.The structure for this is: past tense form of be (with) phrasal modal + have been + the past participle.Here is an example:My dog was supposed to have been taken to a friends house. Here, the be changes to was. And
notice that the words have been still do not change. And, the past participle of the verb to take is taken.past-passive modal formAsking a questionBut, what if you want to ask a question? Using the question form of many English grammar structures can be tricky.So lets try to make questions out of a few of our example sentences. When asking a yes-
or-no question, the question can begin with one of several words. For instance, it may begin with the modal, such as should, can and could, or with the word do, did or does or is or are?Here is an example with does:Does your passport have to be renewed?Here is one with is:Is your dog supposed to be taken to a friends house?And, here is an example
with should:Should your shoes be repaired by next week?Avoiding the passiveAt times, it is best to avoid the passive voice; the sentence structure can create unclear statements. And, in some types of academic writing, such as essays, passive voice is usually discouraged. However, in other types of written and spoken communication, it is readily used.
You will see and hear the passive voice in written and broadcast journalism, scientific writing and sometimes in formal letters. And, of course, we use the passive voice in informal speech and writing. So, it is useful to know how to use passive modals.What can you do?So, what can you do to practice? Here are a few possibilities. Feel free to write your
answers in the comments section:1. Imagine that you manage a company. You must write a memo to remind your employees what the company policies are. This includes dress code, social behavior and use of the kitchen and appliances. Start your memo: This is a friendly reminder about office rules. Then, use passive modals to write the rules. For
example: Dishes may be used, but they must not be left dirty in the sink.2. Think about what is happening around your city. What are some things that need to, should, could or may happen or have already happened? For example, do the streets need to be repaired? For this practice, you can use the passive form or past-passive form. Heres an
example: The new metro station should be completed in 2018. That's the passive modal. Or The new metro should have been completed in March. That's the past-passive modal.And, if you're feeling brave, you can even try using the question form of passive or past-passive modals.Learning these grammar structures is not too difficult, and I am here to
tell you this: it can be done.Im Alice Bryant. Alice Bryant wrote this story for Learning English. Ashley Thompson was the editor. Words in This Story phrase - n. a group of two or more words that express a single idea but do not usually form a complete sentenceirregular - adj. not normal or
usualpractice - v. to do something again and again in order to become better at itdiscourage - v. to try to make people not want to do somethingmemo - n. a usually brief written message from one person or department in an organization or companydress code - n. a set of rules about what clothing may and may not be worn at a school, office,
restaurant, et ceterasink - n. a wide bowl that has a faucet for water and a drain at the bottom and is usually positioned in a counter brave - adj. feeling or showing no fearWhen you learn English, there are some elements that can sometimes feel tricky, but once you master them, they open the door to much clearer and more engaging communication.
One of those elements is the combination of modal verbs and the passive voice.In this article, we will dive into how modal verbs (like can, should, might, must, could, etc.) are used in the passive voice. Well explore the structures, the usage, and why this combination can be so important, especially in formal, scientific, and business writing.What Are
Modal Verbs?Before we dive into the passive voice, its important to understand what modal verbs are. Modal verbs are auxiliary verbs that express necessity, possibility, permission, ability, or obligation. Some common modal verbs include:Can ability, permission, possibilityCould past ability, possibility, polite requestsMay permission, possibilityMight




possibility, suggestionMust necessity, obligation, assumptionShould recommendation, obligationShall offer, suggestion (mainly in British English)Will future, willingness, requestsWould past habit, polite requestssome example sentences with modal verbs:Can She can speak Spanish fluently.Should You should visit the doctor.Must He must finish his
work by tomorrow.Might She might come to the party later.Modal verbs add nuance to statements, which is why they are essential in expressing different degrees of certainty or necessity.What is the Passive Voice?In active voice, the subject of the sentence performs the action, e.g., John cleaned the room. But in passive voice, the focus shifts to the
object of the action rather than the doer. For example, The room was cleaned by John.In passive voice, the object of the action becomes the subject of the sentence, and the verb changes to a form of be + past participle (e.g., was cleaned). The agent (the person doing the action) can be included or omitted, depending on whether it is necessary for the
context.Passive Voice StructureSubject + be + past participle (verb) + (by agent)Lets look at some examples:Active Voice: She reads the book.Passive Voice: The book is read by her.The shift in focus from the subject (She) to the object (The book) is what makes the sentence passive. Passive voice is particularly useful when the doer of the action is
unknown or irrelevant.Modal Verbs in the Passive VoiceNow, lets focus on how modal verbs can be used in the passive voice. The structure remains similar to passive voice in general, but with an added modal verb. The structure for using modal verbs in the passive voice is:Modal verb + be + past participleFor example:Active Voice: You must
complete the task.Passive Voice: The task must be completed.In the passive voice, the focus shifts from the subject (you) to the object (the task), and the modal verb must is still used to express necessity, but now the sentence emphasizes the action being done to the object.Examples of Modal Verbs in the Passive VoiceActive VoicePassive VoiceShe
can solve the problem.The problem can be solved by her.They might visit the museum.The museum might be visited by them.He should write the report.The report should be written by him.You must finish the assignment.The assignment must be finished by you.They could improve the process.The process could be improved by them.We may attend
the event.The event may be attended by us.She could ask for a raise.A raise could be asked for by her.He must complete the work.The work must be completed by him.As you can see, we use the modal verb followed by be and the past participle of the main verb. This structure keeps the focus on the action being performed on the object, rather than
the person performing it.Modal Verbs in the Past Passive VoiceJust like with the present tense, modal verbs can also be used in the past passive voice. The past passive voice is used when the action was completed in the past, and the emphasis is still on the action or the result of the action, rather than who performed it.The structure for the past
passive voice with modal verbs is:Modal verb + have been + past participleFor example:Active Voice: They could have completed the project.Passive Voice: The project could have been completed.This structure helps convey that the action might have occurred in the past, without focusing on the person who performed the action. Now, lets look at
how other modal verbs are used in the past passive voice.Examples of Modal Verbs in the Past Passive VoiceActive VoicePassive VoiceThey could have made the decision.The decision could have been made.She might have written the letter.The letter might have been written by her.He should have repaired the car.The car should have been repaired
by him.We must have forgotten the meeting.The meeting must have been forgotten by us.They may have discussed the issue.The issue may have been discussed by them.I would have finished the work.The work would have been finished by me.You could have told me earlier.I could have been told earlier by you.She might have helped with the
project.The project might have been helped with by her.Understanding the Use of Past Passive Modal VerbsIn the past passive voice, we use modal verbs like could have, should have, and might have to reflect actions that could have occurred or should have been done in the past. This construction is especially useful when you want to express
uncertainty or speculation about past events.For example:Active: You should have finished the work.Passive: The work should have been finished by you.The passive voice here shows that the work was expected to be completed by the subject, but we are focusing more on the work itself rather than who did it.Why Use Modal Verbs in the Passive
Voice?You may wonder why modal verbs are used in the passive voice. There are several key reasons for using this construction in English, especially in professional, academic, or formal contexts.1. ObjectivityModal verbs in the passive voice help create a more objective tone. This is particularly useful when the focus is on the action or result, rather
than on the individual performing the action. This is often seen in scientific writing or official reports where the action is more important than the person completing it.For example:The project must be completed by tomorrow (Passive Voice)You must complete the project by tomorrow (Active Voice)In the first sentence, the focus is on the project, not
who is responsible for completing it. This makes the statement sound less personal and more formal.2. PolitenessUsing the passive voice with modal verbs can sound more polite and less direct. This is particularly helpful in formal communication when you want to avoid sounding too commanding or harsh.For example, when giving instructions:Active
Voice: You need to finish the report by tomorrow.Passive Voice: The report needs to be finished by tomorrow.By using the passive construction, the tone is less direct and more impersonal, which may be preferred in many professional settings.3. Emphasis on the Action or ResultModal verbs in the passive voice emphasize the action or result rather
than the person who performs the action. This is especially useful in formal contexts where the outcome of the action is more important than who is performing it.For example:Active: They must clean the office by Friday.Passive: The office must be cleaned by Friday.In the second example, the emphasis is on the cleaning of the office, not who is doing
the cleaning.4. Expressing Speculation about the PastUsing modal verbs in the passive voice is also a great way to express speculation or assumptions about past events. We often use must have been, could have been, or might have been to make educated guesses about what happened.For example:Active Voice: He must have made a mistake.Passive
Voice: A mistake must have been made by him.This passive structure helps put the focus on the mistake, rather than who made it, and adds an element of uncertainty about the action itself. Why Do We Use Modal Verbs in the Passive Voice?Using modal verbs in the passive voice serves several important purposes, particularly in formal, academic, and
professional communication. The passive voice with modal verbs helps to achieve a tone that is neutral, polite, and often more objective. Lets explore the key reasons why we use this construction.1. Objectivity and NeutralityOne of the main reasons to use modal verbs in the passive voice is to create a sense of objectivity and neutrality. When the
focus is on the action or the result, rather than the person performing the action, the sentence becomes less personal and more focused on the event or outcome itself. This is particularly important in professional, scientific, and formal writing where the results or facts take precedence over the individual performing the action.For example:Active
Voice: The researcher completed the study.Passive Voice: The study was completed by the researcher.In the second sentence, the emphasis is placed on the study being completed, not on the researcher, making the sentence sound more objective and formal.2. Politeness and TactIn many cases, using the passive voice with modal verbs can make
statements sound politer and less direct. This is often used in situations where you want to avoid sounding too commanding, especially in professional settings. By using passive constructions, the tone of the sentence becomes more impersonal, which can soften requests, instructions, or criticism.For example:Active Voice: You must submit the report
by tomorrow.Passive Voice: The report must be submitted by tomorrow.In the second example, the passive voice takes the focus off the person (you) and places it on the report, making the statement sound more like a neutral directive than a command.3. Emphasis on the Action or ResultAnother reason to use modal verbs in the passive voice is to
emphasize the action or result rather than the subject performing it. This is especially useful when the result of the action is more important than the agent who carries it out. In formal writing, its common to emphasize the process or outcome, as it is often the most significant aspect of the communication.For example:Active Voice: They must
complete the project by Friday.Passive Voice: The project must be completed by Friday.In the second sentence, the focus shifts from the doers (they) to the project itself, highlighting the need for completion rather than the person responsible.4. To Avoid Blame or Focus on the AgentSometimes, passive constructions are used when the speaker wants
to avoid assigning blame or putting too much focus on the doer of the action. The passive voice allows the speaker to take the focus off the individual and instead concentrate on the task, action, or result.For example:Active Voice: You should have sent the email earlier.Passive Voice: The email should have been sent earlier.By using the passive voice,
the speaker avoids directly pointing to you (the person who should have acted), focusing on the email and the action of it being sent instead. This can help reduce potential tension in situations of blame or failure.5. Expressing Speculation or AssumptionsUsing modal verbs in the passive voice also helps to express speculation or assumptions about
past or present actions. When discussing events or actions that might have happened, the passive voice allows for a more speculative tone, focusing on what might have occurred rather than who caused it.For example:Active Voice: He might have missed the meeting.Passive Voice: The meeting might have been missed by him.In the passive
construction, the focus is placed on the meeting itself, and the possibility of it being missed, rather than the person who missed it.6. In Scientific or Technical WritingIn scientific and technical writing, the use of passive voice with modal verbs is quite common. It helps maintain an impartial tone and focuses on the experiment, process, or result, rather
than the person or researcher. This is particularly useful in research papers, where the process and findings are often considered more important than who conducted the research.For example:Active Voice: We have to conduct a series of tests.Passive Voice: A series of tests have to be conducted.Here, the action (conducting tests) is highlighted,
which is more relevant to the research than the person conducting the tests.Modal Verbs in the Passive Voice ExerciseExercise 1: Change the Sentence from Active Voice to Passive VoiceRewrite the following active voice sentences into passive voice. Pay attention to the modal verbs and ensure the correct passive voice structure is used.You have to
finish your homework by 6 PM.They can solve the problem quickly.He might cancel the meeting.We must complete the project before Friday.You should clean the kitchen.She could finish the task earlier.The team must submit the report tomorrow.He might repair the car next week.You can use the computer to write the document.They should call the
client before 3 PM.Exercise 2: Choose the Correct Modal StructureFill in the blanks with the correct form of the modal verb in the passive voice. Use the structure: modal verb + be + past participle or modal verb + have been + past participle as appropriate.The document (should be / should have been) signed by the manager
yesterday.The new rules (might be / might have been) introduced last week.This project (can be / could have been) finished by the end of the day.The instructions (must be / must have been) followed carefully during the procedure.The tickets (could be / could have been) purchased online
earlier.Exercise 3: Correct the MistakesBelow are some sentences that incorrectly use modal verbs in the passive voice. Identify and correct the mistakes.The work should have been finished by you before the deadline.The task must be completed by yesterday.The car could be repaired by the mechanic last week.The invitation should be sent by
tomorrow.The report must have been submitted before the meeting.Exercise 4: Create Your Own SentencesUsing the modal verbs can, should, must, might, and could, create at least five sentences in the passive voice. Be sure to incorporate different tenses (present and past) and contexts (e.g., obligation, possibility, permission).Conclusion On Modal
Verbs in the Passive VoiceUnderstanding modal verbs in the passive voice is essential for expressing different levels of necessity, possibility, or obligation while focusing on the action or the result, rather than on the person performing the action. This construction is especially useful in formal, academic, and professional settings, where clarity,
objectivity, and politeness are paramount.Whether youre writing a report, crafting an email, or making a presentation, knowing how to use modal verbs in the passive voice will help you convey your message more effectively and with the appropriate tone.Now that you have a clearer understanding of modal verbs in the passive voice, dont hesitate to
practice incorporating them into your daily English use. With consistent practice, youll be able to master this structure and enhance the clarity and impact of your communication.
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